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American Reckoning: The Vietnam War and Our National Identity

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity is a profound and
ongoing dialogue in the United States. The Vietnam War, a conflict that stretched from the
late 1950s to the mid-1970s, left deep scars on the American psyche, politics, and culture.
It challenged not only the country’s foreign policy but also its sense of self—forcing a
nation to confront questions about its values, ideals, and the limits of power.
Understanding this reckoning sheds light on how the Vietnam War shaped America’s
national identity and continues to influence contemporary debates about patriotism,
military engagement, and historical memory.

The Vietnam War: A Turning Point in American
History

The Vietnam War is often remembered as America’s most controversial and divisive
military conflict. Unlike previous wars that united the country, Vietnam exposed sharp
social, political, and generational rifts. It was the first televised war, bringing graphic
images of combat and civilian suffering directly into American living rooms. This
unprecedented media exposure fueled public skepticism toward government narratives
and intensified anti-war sentiment.

The Origins and Escalation of the Conflict

To grasp the full scope of the American reckoning with the Vietnam War and our national
identity, it’s important to look at the origins of the conflict. The U.S. initially became
involved to contain the spread of communism in Southeast Asia, subscribing to the domino
theory that losing Vietnam to communism would lead neighboring countries to fall. What
began as financial and advisory support to South Vietnam eventually escalated into full
military engagement.

However, as American troops increased and casualties mounted, public support waned.
The war’s ambiguous objectives and elusive enemy blurred the lines between victory and
defeat, leaving many Americans disillusioned. This growing discontent sparked
widespread protests, especially among young people, and led to a cultural shift that
questioned authority and traditional values.

American Reckoning: The War’s Impact on



National Identity

The Vietnam War forced Americans to rethink what it meant to be patriotic and how
national identity was constructed. Prior to Vietnam, military service was widely regarded
as a noble duty, and government officials were often trusted implicitly. But the war’s
controversies—ranging from questionable military tactics to the exposure of government
deception, such as the Pentagon Papers—shattered many of these assumptions.

Trust and Transparency: A Broken Social Contract

One of the most significant consequences of the Vietnam War was the erosion of trust
between the American people and their government. Revelations that officials misled the
public about the war’s progress and prospects created a sense of betrayal. This breach of
trust fed into a broader skepticism about political institutions, which still resonates today.

Many Americans began demanding greater transparency and accountability from their
leaders, which in turn influenced the way government policies were debated and
communicated. This shift impacted the national identity by fostering a more questioning
and critical citizenry, rather than a deferential or unquestioning one.

Veterans and the Changing Perception of Service

Another dimension of the American reckoning relates to how Vietnam veterans were
received upon returning home. Unlike veterans of earlier wars, many faced hostility or
indifference rather than gratitude. The negative public sentiment toward the war
sometimes unfairly extended to those who fought in it, complicating their reintegration
into society.

This experience forced a reevaluation of how the nation honored service and sacrifice.
Over time, there has been an effort to separate the soldiers from the politics of the war,
recognizing their courage without necessarily endorsing the conflict itself. This nuanced
understanding has become part of the evolving national identity, acknowledging the
complexity of war and its human cost.

Legacy and Lessons: How the Vietnam War
Shapes America Today

The American reckoning with the Vietnam War and our national identity is not confined to

history books; it actively shapes contemporary political and cultural discussions. The war’s
legacy continues to inform debates about military intervention, patriotism, and the role of

government.



Wariness Toward Military Engagement

One clear lesson from Vietnam is caution. The trauma of the war has led to a more
skeptical approach toward foreign conflicts, often referred to as the “Vietnam Syndrome.”
This term captures the reluctance of both policymakers and the public to engage in
prolonged military actions without clear objectives and widespread support.

This wariness influenced American involvement in subsequent conflicts, such as in Iraq
and Afghanistan, where lessons from Vietnam shaped strategies and public discourse. The
emphasis on avoiding “another Vietnam” underscores how deeply the war has embedded
itself into the national consciousness.

Shaping National Dialogue on Identity and Values

Beyond military policy, the Vietnam War sparked broader conversations about American
values and identity. It challenged the notion of unquestioned American exceptionalism and
forced a reckoning with issues like civil rights, government accountability, and the limits
of power.

The anti-war movement, civil rights activism, and cultural changes of the 1960s and 70s
all intersected with the Vietnam War, highlighting struggles for justice and equality. This
convergence influenced how Americans see themselves—not just as citizens of a powerful
nation, but as individuals responsible for holding that nation accountable to its ideals.

Reflecting on American Reckoning: A Continuing
Journey

The process of reckoning with the Vietnam War and its impact on national identity is
ongoing. Museums, films, literature, and public discourse continue to revisit the themes of
sacrifice, dissent, and the quest for truth. These reflections help new generations
understand the complexities of the conflict and its enduring significance.

This reckoning invites Americans to think critically about patriotism—not as blind
allegiance, but as a commitment to the nation’s highest principles, including transparency,
justice, and respect for human life. It reminds us that national identity is not static; it
evolves through our shared experiences, challenges, and conversations.

Engaging with this history offers valuable insights into how the United States can navigate
future challenges, balancing power with responsibility, and unity with diversity. The
Vietnam War remains a powerful lens through which we examine what it means to be
American in a complex and changing world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'American Reckoning: The
Vietnam War and Our National Identity'?

The main theme of 'American Reckoning: The Vietnam War and Our National Identity’
explores how the Vietnam War profoundly impacted American national identity,
challenging traditional values and prompting a reexamination of the country's role in
global politics and its sense of self.

How does 'American Reckoning' portray the impact of
the Vietnam War on American society?

'‘American Reckoning' portrays the Vietnam War as a catalyst for social and political
upheaval in the United States, highlighting divisions over patriotism, trust in government,
and the meaning of American ideals.

In what ways did the Vietnam War affect American
national identity according to the book?

According to the book, the Vietnam War affected American national identity by exposing
contradictions in American values such as freedom and democracy, leading to a crisis of
confidence and a shift in how Americans viewed their country and its moral authority.

Does 'American Reckoning' discuss the role of media
during the Vietnam War?

Yes, 'American Reckoning' discusses how media coverage of the Vietnam War brought the
brutal realities of the conflict into American homes, influencing public opinion and
contributing to growing anti-war sentiment.

What lessons about national identity can be drawn from
the Vietnam War as presented in 'American Reckoning'?

The book suggests that the Vietnam War teaches lessons about the fragility and
complexity of national identity, showing how war can challenge core beliefs and force a
nation to confront uncomfortable truths about itself.

How does 'American Reckoning' connect the Vietnam
War to contemporary American political culture?

'American Reckoning' connects the Vietnam War to contemporary American political
culture by tracing how the war's legacy of distrust and division continues to influence
political discourse and attitudes toward military intervention.



Who are some key figures discussed in 'American
Reckoning' in relation to the Vietnam War and national
identity?

Key figures discussed include political leaders like President Lyndon B. Johnson and
Richard Nixon, anti-war activists, veterans, and journalists who shaped and reflected the
evolving national identity during and after the Vietnam War.

What role do veterans play in the narrative of 'American
Reckoning'?

Veterans play a crucial role in 'American Reckoning' as they embody the personal and
collective struggles of reconciling the traumatic experiences of war with their identities as
Americans, influencing public understanding of the war's impact.

How does 'American Reckoning' address the concept of
patriotism during the Vietnam War era?

The book addresses patriotism by examining how the Vietnam War complicated traditional
notions of loyalty and dissent, showing that patriotism during this era was multifaceted
and often contested among different groups within the United States.

Additional Resources

American Reckoning: The Vietnam War and Our National Identity

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity remains a pivotal
subject in understanding not only a turbulent chapter of American history but also the
evolving self-perception of a nation grappling with the consequences of conflict. The
Vietnam War, spanning from the late 1950s to 1975, left indelible marks on the United
States—politically, socially, and culturally. This reckoning goes beyond battlefield
statistics or diplomatic maneuvers; it touches the core of what it means to be American,
challenging ideals of patriotism, morality, and national unity.

The Vietnam War: A Complex Historical Backdrop

The Vietnam War was fundamentally different from previous American conflicts. Unlike
World War II or the Korean War, it was fought in a context of Cold War geopolitics,
ideological confrontation, and a rising tide of domestic dissent. The United States entered
Vietnam with the stated goal of containing communism, supporting South Vietnam against
the communist North. However, as the war dragged on, the clarity of purpose blurred,
revealing deep-seated national anxieties and divisions.



Military Engagements and Public Perception

Early in the war, American military strategy emphasized conventional warfare tactics, yet
the guerrilla warfare tactics employed by the Viet Cong imposed a new kind of challenge.
The prolonged conflict, accompanied by mounting American casualties—over 58,000 U.S.
military deaths—and unclear objectives, eroded public support. Media coverage,
particularly graphic televised reports, played a crucial role in shaping public opinion,
making the Vietnam War the first “television war.” This exposure brought the brutality of
combat into American living rooms, sparking protests and a growing antiwar movement.

Impact on National Identity

The Vietnam War triggered a profound national identity crisis. For decades, the United
States had seen itself as a global beacon of freedom and democracy. The war, with its
ambiguous moral justifications and controversial tactics—such as the use of Agent Orange
and the bombing campaigns—challenged these narratives. Many Americans began to
question government transparency and credibility, especially following events like the
Pentagon Papers release in 1971, which revealed that successive administrations had
misled the public regarding the war’s progress.

American Reckoning: Cultural and Social
Dimensions

The aftermath of the Vietnam War catalyzed a period of reflection and transformation
within American society. The war’s divisiveness extended beyond political spheres into
cultural and generational divides.

The Antiwar Movement and Shifting Social Values

The antiwar movement became a defining feature of the era, driven largely by youth and
intellectuals. Demonstrations, draft resistance, and cultural expressions through music
and literature highlighted a growing skepticism toward authority and traditional values.
This social upheaval contributed to a broader questioning of American exceptionalism and
the legitimacy of military intervention.

Veterans and the Struggle for Recognition

Vietnam veterans often returned to a society that was deeply ambivalent or hostile toward
their service. Unlike veterans of earlier wars, many faced social stigma and inadequate
support systems. This reception reflected the complicated nature of the war itself and
forced a reevaluation of how America honors those who serve, especially in conflicts
lacking clear moral consensus.



Race, Class, and the War

The war also exposed underlying inequalities within American society. Conscription
disproportionately affected working-class and minority communities, fueling debates about
fairness and representation. The intersection of civil rights struggles with antiwar activism
highlighted the multifaceted challenges to American identity during this period.

Political Repercussions and Policy Shifts

The Vietnam War reshaped American foreign and domestic policies in enduring ways.

War Powers and Congressional Oversight

One significant outcome was the increased scrutiny of executive war-making powers. The
War Powers Act of 1973 sought to limit the president’s ability to engage in armed conflict
without congressional approval, representing a legislative attempt to prevent future
“Vietnam-like” entanglements.

Realpolitik and the End of Idealistic Interventionism

The war also marked a transition from idealistic Cold War doctrines toward a more
pragmatic foreign policy approach, often referred to as realpolitik. Subsequent
administrations became more cautious about military commitments abroad, emphasizing
diplomacy and strategic interests over ideological crusades.

Legacy in American Memory and National
Narrative

How the Vietnam War is remembered continues to influence American national identity.

Memorialization and Cultural Representations

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., unveiled in 1982, symbolizes a
nation’s effort to acknowledge the sacrifices made while grappling with the war’s
controversies. Films, books, and art have contributed to a complex cultural narrative that
oscillates between critique and commemoration.



Lessons for Contemporary America

The ongoing discourse surrounding the Vietnam War informs contemporary debates on
military intervention, government trust, and national purpose. It serves as a cautionary
tale about the costs of ambiguous foreign policy and the importance of transparent
democratic processes.

e Vietnam War and American patriotism: a reassessment of national values.
e Media’s role in shaping public perception during wartime.
e The impact of the war on civil rights and social justice movements.

e Changes in military policy and veterans’ affairs post-Vietnam.

The American reckoning with the Vietnam War remains an ongoing dialogue—one that
continues to shape how the United States understands its past, confronts its present
challenges, and defines its future role on the global stage. The war’s legacy underscores
the complexity of national identity, especially when a country faces internal divisions and
external conflicts simultaneously. As new generations revisit this chapter of history, the
lessons of Vietnam offer critical insights into the nature of patriotism, governance, and the
human costs of war.

American Reckoning The Vietnam War And Our National
Identity

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: American Reckoning
Christian G. Appy, 2015-02-05 “Few people understand the centrality of the Vietnam War to our
situation as much as Christian Appy. —Ken Burns The critically acclaimed author of Patriots offers
profound insights into Vietnam’s place in America’s self-image. How did the Vietnam War change
the way we think of ourselves as a people and a nation? Christian G. Appy, author of the widely
praised oral history of the Vietnam War Patriots, now examines the relationship between the war’s
realities and myths and its impact on our national identity, conscience, pride, shame, popular
culture, and postwar foreign policy. Drawing on a vast variety of sources from movies, songs, and
novels to official documents, media coverage, and contemporary commentary, Appy offers an
original interpretation of the war and its far-reaching consequences. Authoritative, insightful,
sometimes surprising, and controversial, American Reckoning is a fascinating mix of political and
cultural reporting that offers a completely fresh account of the meaning of the Vietnam War.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: American Reckoning,
2015

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Geschichte des
Vietnamkriegs Marc Frey, 2022-01-05 Der Krieg in Vietnam war die langste militarische
Auseinandersetzung des 20. Jahrhunderts. Er hat Hunderttausende von Opfern gefordert, die
amerikanische Nation gespalten und der Supermacht USA die erste Niederlage ihrer Geschichte
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bereitet. Dieses Buch schildert die Ursachen und Hintergrinde des Krieges, seine wichtigsten
politischen und militarischen Etappen sowie seine bis heute anhaltenden Auswirkungen auf die Rolle
Amerikas in der Weltpolitik.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Auller Gefecht Marcel
Berni, 2020-09-07 Anhand bisher geheimer Quellen untersucht Marcel Berni das Schicksal von
200.000 kommunistischen Gefangenen, die wahrend des Vietnamkrieges schlimmsten Graueltaten
ausgesetzt waren - durch US-amerikanische und sudvietnamesische Soldaten, durch
Geheimdienstagenten und Polizisten. Er schildert den Lageralltag in den Gefangnissen und
beleuchtet die Praktiken in den diversen Verhorzentren, die von simplen Schikanen bis hin zu Folter,
Mord und Verstimmelungen reichten. Besonders der Konnex zwischen exemplarischer Gewalt und
Inszenierung der eigenen Starke; zwischen Selbstermachtigung und Frustrationsbewaltigung wird
hierbei berucksichtigt und die amerikanische Mitverantwortung deutlich herausgestrichen. Die
uberbordende Gewalt in all ihren Dimensionen belegen zu konnen, ist das zentrale Ergebnis dieser
bemerkenswerten Studie.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Das heimliche Imperium
Daniel Immerwahr, 2019-09-25 Das Territorium der USA ist viel grofSer als die offzielle Landkarte
zeigt. Der amerikanische Historiker Daniel Immerwahr entlarvt, wie es gelang, ein ganzes Weltreich
zu errichten, ohne dass die Welt es merkte. Zu den Vereinigten Staaten gehorten (und gehoren zum
Teil bis heute) unter anderem: die Philippinen und Puerto Rico, verschiedene Inseln im Pazifik sowie
Teile Samoas. Einst Kolonien oder zur Ausbeutung von Rohstoffen annektiert, wurden sie nach 1945
als Aullengebiete der USA bezeichnet. In fesselnden Episoden schildert Immerwahr die Geschichte
des verborgenen US-Imperialismus. Er schreibt iber Menschenversuche in Puerto Rico, iiber den
Spanisch-Amerikanischen Krieg auf den Philippinen, dem eine Million Menschen zum Opfer fielen,
und uber den Rohstoffraub im Pazifik. Um die dortigen Guano-Vorkommen abbauen zu konnen,
erliel$ der US-Kongress 1856 ein Gesetz, nach dem US-Burger unbewohnte Inseln fiir ihr Land
annektieren konnten. Uber 50 Inseln wurden damit dem US-Territorium hinzugefiigt, einige davon
sind bis heute unter amerikanischer Kontrolle. Ein spannend erzahltes Stuck Weltgeschichte, das
zeigt: Imperialismus und Globalisierung gehen bis heute Hand in Hand. Es ist Zeit, dass die
Weltgemeinschaft den Kolonialismus endgultig iberwindet.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Vietnam's American War
Pierre Asselin, 2024-06-13 The American war in Vietnam was so much more than the sum of its
battles. To make sense of it, we must look beyond the conflict itself. We must understand its context
and, above all, the formative experiences, worldview, and motivations of those who devised
communist strategies and tactics. Vietnam's American War, now in its second edition, remains a
story of how and why Hanoi won. However, this revised and expanded edition offers more extensive
and nuanced insights into Southern Vietnamese history, politics, and society. It puts to rest the myth
of Vietnamese national unity by documenting the myriad, profound local fractures exacerbated by
US intervention. It also includes over thirty-five new images intended to highlight that the Vietnam
War was, fundamentally, a Vietnamese civil war and tragedy. This new edition is as richly detailed as
it is original, eye-opening, and absorbing.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Decolonization and
Conflict Martin Thomas, Gareth Curless, 2017-06-15 Insurgency-based irregular warfare typifies
armed conflict in the post-Cold War age. For some years now, western and other governments have
struggled to contend with ideologically driven guerrilla movements, religiously inspired militias, and
systematic targeting of civilian populations. Numerous conflicts of this type are rooted in
experiences of empire breakdown. Yet few multi-empire studies of decolonisation's violence exist.
Decolonization and Conflict brings together expertise on a variety of different cases to offer new
perspectives on the colonial conflicts that engulfed Europe's empires after 1945. The contributors
analyse multiple forms of colonial counter-insurgency from the military engagement of anti-colonial
movements to the forced removal of civilian populations and the application of new doctrines of
psychological warfare. Contributors to the collection also show how insurgencies, their propaganda




and methods of action were inherently transnational and inter-connected. The resulting study is a
vital contribution to our understanding of contested decolonization. It emphasises the global
connections at work and reveals the contemporary resonances of both anti-colonial insurgencies and
the means devised to counter them. It is essential reading for students and scholars of empire,
decolonization, and asymmetric warfare.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: The Myth of American
Idealism Noam Chomsky, Nathan J. Robinson, 2025-10-14 “For anyone wanting to find out more
about the world we live in . . . there is one simple answer: read Noam Chomsky.” —The New
Statesman A sharp indictment of both American foreign policy and the national myths that support
it, and an urgent warning of the threat that U.S. power poses to humanity’s future The Myth of
American Idealism offers a timely and comprehensive introduction to the incisive critiques of U.S.
power that have made Noam Chomsky one of the most widely known public intellectuals of all time.
Surveying the history of U.S. military and economic activity around the world, Chomsky and
coauthor Nathan J. Robinson vividly trace the way the American pursuit of global domination has
wrought havoc in country after country. Chomsky and Robinson offer penetrating accounts of
Washington’s relationship with the Global South, its role in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan—all justified with noble stories about humanitarian missions and the
benevolent intentions of American policymakers. The same myths that have led to repeated
disastrous wars, they argue, are now imperiling humanity’s future. Examining nuclear proliferation
and climate change, they show how U.S. policies are continuing to exacerbate global threats. For
well over half a century, Noam Chomsky has committed himself to exposing governing ideologies
and criticizing his country’s unchecked power. At once thorough and devastating, urgent and
provocative, The Myth of American Idealism offers a highly readable entry to a lifetime of thought
and activism.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Blue-Collar Empire Jeff
Schuhrke, 2024-09-24 How the CIA used American unions to undermine workers at home and
subvert democracy abroad Blue-Collar Empire tells the shocking story of the AFL-CIO’s global
anticommunist crusade—and its devastating consequences for workers around the world. Unions
have the power not only to secure pay raises and employee benefits but to bring economies to a
screeching halt and overthrow governments. Recognizing this, in the late twentieth century, the US
government sought to control labor movements abroad as part of the Cold War contest for
worldwide supremacy. In this work, Washington found an enthusiastic partner in the AFL-CIO’s
anticommunist officials, who, in a shocking betrayal, for decades expended their energies to block
revolutionary ideologies and militant class consciousness from taking hold in the workers’
movements of Europe, Latin America, Africa, and Asia.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Caesar Ate My Jesus Meg
Gorzycki, 2017-06-09 What the hell happened on the way to making the world a better place? We
boomers were told our success would be unlimited. We had democracy and capitalism, and God was
on our side. We took our religious teachings seriously, and set out to end bigotry, violence, and
destitution. Inevitably, we collided with American Caesars, whose power and wealth was sufficient to
dominate national and international affairs. Political and religious Caesars appropriated Jesus and
used him to justify war, sexism, racism, dictatorships, and poverty. What were the faithful to do?
Lots of boomers I know tossed the spiritual baby out with the religious institution's bathwater, and
became cynical about civic engagement. It is not time to abandon hope in our goodness, however,
and it is not time to surrender our conscience to Caesar. Our experiences as boomers teach us that it
is possible to bring the love of God to bear in our lives, despite Caesar's constant pressure to cherish
power, wealth, celebrity, and things more than we cherish people. This book is for folks who are
ready to get off Caesar's treadmill and dig deeply into their hearts and minds to see what remains of
the Kingdom of God within.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: After Saigon's Fall
Amanda C. Demmer, 2021-04-08 A new understanding of US policy toward Vietnam after the end of



the Vietnam War based on fresh archival discoveries.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Struggling for the Soul
of Our Country Preston M. Browning, 2016-05-20 Struggling for the Soul of Our Country is a book
in search of answers: what does it mean to struggle for the soul of a country and how does the life of
citizenship influence our common future? While discussing major cultural and political issues,
Browning addresses the deeper questions haunting many of our citizens and reflects upon the
spiritual dimension of the crises America faces today. With titles such as American Global Hegemony
vs. the Quest for a New Humanity, Why I Am a Christian Socialist, and American Dystopia these
essays examine aspects of American political and cultural life in an effort to shed light on the
pathologies that Browning claims undermine the health of the country's soul. This book invites the
reader to examine the development of America as a militaristic empire, initiating multiple wars
abroad, including a disastrous war in Iraq, and fostering at home a culture of violence that led to the
assassination of an American president, John F. Kennedy, by agents of the US government.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: We Shall Not Be Moved
Miriam R. Jackson, 2017-04-07 We Shall Not Be Moved narrates the story of the Kent State
student-led May 4th Coalition and its efforts to maintain untouched the site of the Ohio National
Guards shooting of thirteen Kent State students. The story is told in a local context of the groups
development and motivations during a long-term conflict between the group, its supporters, the
university administration. The story is also told in a much larger context of national polarization over
the meaning of the Vietnam War and the peace movement and the preferred historical narrative
about the Vietnam era. The book concludes that the May 4th Coalition lost its struggle to save the
May 4th site because Americans determining the Vietnam narrative did not believe the protest of
1970 should be honored with saved land.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Not Even Past David
Fitzgerald, David Ryan, John M. Thompson, 2020-03-20 Offers essential perspectives on the Cold
War and post-9/11 eras and explores the troubling implications of the American tendency to fight
wars without end. “Featuring lucid and penetrating essays by a stellar roster of scholars, the volume
provides deep insights into one of the grand puzzles of the age: why the U.S. has so often failed to
exit wars on its terms.”— Fredrik Logevall, Laurence D. Belfer Professor of International Affairs,
Harvard University Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan: Taken together, these conflicts are the key to
understanding more than a half century of American military history. In addition, they have shaped,
in profound ways, the culture and politics of the United States—as well as the nations in which they
have been fought. This volume brings together international experts on American history and foreign
affairs to assess the cumulative impact of the United States’ often halting and conflicted attempts to
end wars. From the introduction: The refusal to engage in historical thinking, that form of reflection
deeply immersed in the US experience of war and intervention, means that this cultural amnesia is
related to a strategic incoherence and, in these wars, the United States has failed in its strategic
objectives because it did not define, precisely, what they were. If Vietnam was the tragedy, Iraq and
Afghanistan were repeated failures. The objectives and the national interests were elusive beyond
issues of credibility, identity, and revenge; the end point was undefined because it was not clear
what the point was. What did the United States want from these wars? What did it want to leave
behind?

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Dark Carnivals W. Scott
Poole, 2023-10-03 The panoramic story of how the horror genre transformed into one of the most
incisive critiques of unchecked American imperial power The American empire emerged from the
shadows of World War II. As the nation’s influence swept the globe with near impunity, a host of evil
forces followed—from racism, exploitation, and military invasion to killer clowns, flying saucers, and
monsters borne of a fear of the other. By viewing American imperial history through the prism of the
horror genre, Dark Carnivals lays bare how the genre shaped us, distracted us, and gave form to a
violence as American as apple pie. A carnival ride that connects the mushroom clouds of 1945 to the
beaches of Amity Island, Charles Manson to the massacre at My Lai, and John Wayne to John Wayne



Gacy, the new book by acclaimed historian W. Scott Poole reveals how horror films and fictions have
followed the course of America’s military and cultural empire and explores how the shadow of our
national sins can take on the form of mass entertainment.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Charlie Brown's America
Blake Scott Ball, 2021-05-04 Charlie Brown's America tells the story of how and why the lovable kids
and an adventurous beagle of Peanuts became the unlikely spokespeople for American life in the last
half of the twentieth century.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: Moral Injury and
Nonviolent Resistance Alice Lynd, Staughton Lynd, 2017-05-01 When ordinary people have done,
seen, or failed to prevent something that betrays their deeply held sense of right and wrong, it may
shake their moral foundation. They may feel that what they did was unforgivable. In this thoughtful
book culled from a wide range of experiences, Alice and Staughton Lynd introduce readers to what
modern clinicians, philosophers, and theologians have attempted to describe as “moral injury.”
Moral injury, if not overcome, can lead to an individual giving up, turning to drugs, alcohol, or
suicide. But moral injury can also demand that one turn one’s life around. It offers hope because it
indicates resistance to the use of violence that offends a sense of decency. Within the military and in
prisons—institutions created to use force and violence against perceived enemies—there have arisen
new forms of saying “No” to violence. From combat veterans of America’s foreign wars to Israeli
refuseniks, and from “hardened” criminals in supermax confinement in Ohio to hunger strikers in
California’s Pelican Bay prison, the Lynds give us the voices of those breaking the cycle of violence
with courageous acts of nonviolent resistance. As we become more awake to the horrors that we as a
society have done or failed to prevent, and when we become aware of what conscience demands of
us in the face of recognizable violations of fundamental human rights, we may take heart from the
exemplary actions by individuals and groups of individuals described in this book.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: The Age of Entitlement
Christopher Caldwell, 2021-01-05 A major American intellectual and “one of the right’s most gifted
and astute journalists” (The New York Times Book Review) makes the historical case that the
reforms of the 1960s, reforms intended to make the nation more just and humane, left many
Americans feeling alienated, despised, misled—and ready to put an adventurer in the White House.
Christopher Caldwell has spent years studying the liberal uprising of the 1960s and its unforeseen
consequences and his conclusion is this: even the reforms that Americans love best have come with
costs that are staggeringly high—in wealth, freedom, and social stability—and that have been spread
unevenly among classes and generations. Caldwell reveals the real political turning points of the
past half-century, taking you on a roller-coaster ride through Playboy magazine, affirmative action,
CB radio, leveraged buyouts, iPhones, Oxycotin, Black Lives Matter, and internet cookies. In doing
so, he shows that attempts to redress the injustices of the past have left Americans living under two
different ideas of what it means to play by the rules. Essential, timely, hard to put down, The Age of
Entitlement “is an eloquent and bracing book, full of insight” (New York magazine) about how the
reforms of the past fifty years gave the country two incompatible political systems—and drove it
toward conflict.

american reckoning the vietnam war and our national identity: The American War in
Vietnam John Marciano, 2016-08 Cover -- The American War in Vietnam -- Title -- Copyright --
Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Introduction: The Commemoration Story -- 1. The Noble Cause
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