locke the second treatise of government

**Locke The Second Treatise of Government: Understanding the Foundations of Modern Democracy**

locke the second treatise of government stands as one of the most influential political writings in
Western philosophy, shaping the ideas of liberty, governance, and individual rights that many modern
democracies cherish today. Authored by John Locke in the late 17th century, this seminal work
challenged the prevailing notions of divine right monarchy and proposed a vision of government
grounded in the consent of the governed and natural law. Exploring Locke’s arguments not only
provides insights into the origins of political liberalism but also illuminates ongoing discussions about
power, authority, and human rights.

The Historical Context of Locke’s Second Treatise of
Government

To fully appreciate the significance of Locke’s Second Treatise, it's essential to understand the
turbulent political climate of 17th-century England. This period was marked by civil wars, the
execution of King Charles I, the rise and fall of Oliver Cromwell’s Commonwealth, and the eventual
restoration of the monarchy. Locke wrote during the aftermath of these upheavals, particularly
responding to the ideas of absolute monarchy promoted by thinkers like Sir Robert Filmer, who
defended the divine right of kings.

Locke’s treatise was revolutionary because it rejected the idea that rulers derive their authority from
God alone. Instead, he argued that legitimate government arises from the consent of free individuals
who come together to form a society. This idea laid the foundation for constitutional government and
influenced the development of the Enlightenment ideals that fueled revolutions in America and
France.

Key Themes Explored in Locke The Second Treatise of
Government

State of Nature and Natural Rights

One of the most profound contributions of Locke’s Second Treatise is his concept of the “state of
nature.” Locke imagined a pre-political condition where individuals are free and equal, governed only
by natural law. Unlike Hobbes, who saw the state of nature as a violent and chaotic “war of all against
all,” Locke believed humans were capable of reason and morality even without government.

In this state, Locke identified essential natural rights—life, liberty, and property—that are inherent
and inalienable. These rights exist prior to the formation of any political authority, and their protection
is the primary reason individuals enter into a social contract.



The Social Contract and Formation of Government

Locke’s social contract theory explains how people voluntarily come together to establish a
government that will protect their natural rights more effectively than they could on their own. Unlike
the divine right monarchies, Locke’s government is based on popular sovereignty—the idea that
political power originates from the people.

According to Locke, individuals agree to relinquish some freedoms and submit to the authority of a
government, but only so long as that government respects their rights. This contract is conditional,
meaning when rulers become tyrannical or violate the trust of the governed, citizens retain the right
to resist or even overthrow them.

Separation of Powers and Limited Government

Locke emphasized that government power should never be absolute. Instead, it must be divided and
constrained to prevent abuses. His ideas about separation of powers influenced later political
theorists and the framers of constitutions around the world.

He argued for a legislative body that makes laws, an executive that enforces them, and a judiciary
that interprets laws impartially. Limited government ensures that rulers cannot arbitrarily deprive
individuals of their rights, promoting accountability and justice.

The Right to Revolution

Perhaps one of Locke’s most radical and enduring ideas is the right to revolution. Locke contended
that when a government fails to protect natural rights or acts against the interests of the people,
citizens not only have the moral right but also the duty to resist and replace it.

This principle deeply influenced the American Revolution and the drafting of the U.S. Declaration of

Independence, where Thomas Jefferson famously echoed Locke’s triad of “life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.”

How Locke The Second Treatise of Government Shapes
Modern Political Thought

John Locke’s treatise continues to resonate in contemporary political debates and legal systems. His
insistence on natural rights and government by consent forms the backbone of liberal democracies
worldwide.

Impact on American and French Revolutions

Locke’s ideas were foundational to the Enlightenment era and were directly cited by revolutionaries



seeking to justify the overthrow of oppressive regimes. The American Founding Fathers, especially,
drew on Locke’s notions of individual rights and the social contract when crafting the Constitution and
Bill of Rights.

Similarly, the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen reflects Locke’s influence on the
principles of equality, liberty, and popular sovereignty.

Influence on Constitutional Law and Human Rights

Modern constitutional law owes much to Locke’s theory of limited government and the protection of
natural rights. The concepts of checks and balances, judicial review, and the rule of law echo his
insistence that no ruler is above the law.

Moreover, Locke’s vision of inherent human rights laid groundwork for international human rights
frameworks that emerged centuries later, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Understanding Complex Ideas in Locke The Second
Treatise of Government

While Locke’s writing is profound, some of his concepts can be challenging to grasp fully without
context. Here are some tips to better understand the treatise:

Focus on the State of Nature: Grasping Locke’s depiction of this pre-political condition helps
clarify why natural rights are so crucial in his theory.

Look at the Social Contract as a Mutual Agreement: Remember that government
legitimacy depends on ongoing consent, not just initial agreement.

Recognize the Conditional Nature of Authority: Power is granted to governments to
protect rights, not to suppress or dominate.

Explore Historical Examples: Relating Locke's ideas to historical events, like the Glorious
Revolution or the American Revolution, can deepen your understanding.

Common Misunderstandings About Locke’s Treatise

It's easy to misinterpret Locke as advocating for anarchism since he talks about the state of nature
and individual freedom. However, Locke does not dismiss government; instead, he envisions a
government that exists to serve its people, not control them.

Additionally, Locke’s views on property can seem controversial. He argued that property rights come
from mixing one’s labor with natural resources, which was a way to justify private property, but this



idea also raises questions about inequality and resource distribution in modern contexts.

Why Locke The Second Treatise of Government Still
Matters Today

In an era where political power and individual freedoms are continuously negotiated, Locke’s Second
Treatise provides a timeless framework for thinking about governance. It reminds us that
governments exist to serve the people, that rights are not granted by rulers but inherent, and that
citizens hold the ultimate authority through consent.

Whether you're a student of political science, a history enthusiast, or simply curious about the roots of
democracy, engaging with Locke’s treatise offers valuable lessons on justice, liberty, and the
responsibilities of both rulers and the ruled. His work encourages ongoing dialogue about how
societies should be organized to promote freedom and fairness for all.

Through Locke the second treatise of government, we gain not only a historical document but a living
conversation about balancing authority and liberty that continues to influence political thought and
practice worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument of Locke's Second Treatise of
Government?

The main argument of Locke's Second Treatise of Government is that legitimate government is based
on the consent of the governed and exists primarily to protect individuals' natural rights to life,
liberty, and property.

How does Locke define the state of nature in the Second
Treatise?

Locke defines the state of nature as a state of perfect freedom and equality where individuals govern
themselves according to natural law, which obliges them not to harm others in their life, health,
liberty, or possessions.

What role does the social contract play in Locke’s political
theory?

In Locke’s theory, the social contract is an agreement among individuals to form a government that
will protect their natural rights more effectively than they could in the state of nature, with the
government's authority deriving from the consent of the governed.



How does Locke justify the right of revolution in the Second
Treatise?

Locke argues that if a government fails to protect the natural rights of its citizens or acts against their
interests, the people have the right to revolt and establish a new government that will safeguard their
rights.

What is Locke’s view on property in the Second Treatise of
Government?

Locke believes property is a natural right derived from an individual's labor; by mixing one's labor
with natural resources, one gains ownership, and this property must be respected and protected by
the government.

How does Locke distinguish between political power and
paternal power?

Locke distinguishes political power as the right to make laws and enforce them for the public good,
while paternal power is the authority parents have over their children for their care and upbringing,
which is limited and temporary.

What is the significance of consent in Locke’s political theory?

Consent is fundamental in Locke's theory as it legitimizes governmental authority; without the
consent of the governed, any government is considered illegitimate and tyrannical.

How does Locke address the limits of governmental power in
the Second Treatise?

Locke asserts that governmental power is limited by the natural rights of individuals, and the
government must operate within the bounds of laws designed to protect life, liberty, and property,
failing which it loses legitimacy.

In what ways has Locke’s Second Treatise influenced modern
democratic thought?

Locke’s Second Treatise has profoundly influenced modern democracy by establishing foundational
concepts such as government by consent, the social contract, natural rights, and the right to
revolution, which underpin many constitutional governments today.

Additional Resources

**Locke’s The Second Treatise of Government: An Analytical Review**

locke the second treatise of government stands as a seminal work in political philosophy, laying
foundational principles for modern liberal democracy and influencing the development of



constitutional government. Written by John Locke in the late 17th century, this treatise critically
examines the nature of political authority, the social contract, and individual rights. Its enduring
relevance continues to spark debate among scholars, legal theorists, and political leaders, making it a
pivotal text for understanding the evolution of governance and civil society.

Historical Context and Purpose of Locke’s Treatise

Locke composed the Second Treatise in the aftermath of the English Civil War and the Glorious
Revolution, a period marked by intense political upheaval and contestation over royal authority.
Unlike his First Treatise, which systematically refuted the divine right of kings, the Second Treatise
articulates a positive theory of government grounded in natural rights. Locke sought to justify the
overthrow of tyrannical rulers and to propose a government form that preserves individual liberty and
property.

The treatise was published anonymously in 1689, coinciding with the establishment of constitutional
monarchy under William and Mary. This timing underscores its practical political purpose: to legitimize
resistance against absolutism and advocate for a government based on consent rather than
hereditary privilege.

Core Principles Explored in Locke’s Second Treatise of
Government

Locke’s political theory revolves around several interrelated concepts that define the relationship
between individuals and the state. These principles remain influential in contemporary discussions
about democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.

State of Nature and Natural Rights

At the heart of Locke’s argument is the notion of the “state of nature,” a hypothetical condition
preceding organized society. In this state, individuals possess natural rights to life, liberty, and
property, which are inherent and inalienable. Unlike Hobbes’ more pessimistic view, Locke’s state of
nature is characterized by relative peace and equality, governed by natural law and reason.

Locke asserts that natural rights exist independent of government and serve as the foundation for
legitimate political authority. This emphasis on property as a natural right, derived from labor, was
revolutionary and directly challenged feudal and absolutist claims.

Social Contract and Consent

Locke’s treatise advances the idea that governments are formed through a social contract—an
implicit agreement among free individuals to establish a political community for mutual protection.
Crucially, this contract is based on the consent of the governed, making sovereignty contingent rather



than absolute.

This principle of popular sovereignty contrasts sharply with monarchist doctrines and underpins
modern democratic theory. Locke argues that people delegate authority to government to safeqguard
their natural rights but retain ultimate power to withdraw consent if the government becomes
tyrannical.

Separation of Powers and Limited Government

The Second Treatise also outlines the necessity of limiting governmental power to prevent abuse.
Locke envisions a government divided into legislative and executive branches, with laws enacted by
representatives of the people. The legislative power is supreme but must operate within the bounds
of natural law and the public good.

This early articulation of separation of powers presages Montesquieu’s later formalization and informs
the structure of many modern constitutions. Locke’s insistence on a government with defined, limited
powers protects individual freedoms and ensures accountability.

Right of Revolution

Perhaps one of Locke’s most controversial contributions is the right of the people to revolt against a
government that violates their natural rights or fails its social contract obligations. The right of
revolution legitimizes resistance and regime change as a last resort, reinforcing the conditional nature
of political authority.

This doctrine influenced revolutionary movements worldwide, notably the American and French
Revolutions, embedding Locke’s ideas in the rhetoric of liberty and democratic governance.

Comparative Analysis: Locke’s Treatise and Other
Political Philosophies

Locke’s Second Treatise contrasts with earlier and contemporary political theories in several
significant ways:

* Thomas Hobbes: Hobbes’ Leviathan views the state of nature as a “war of all against all,”
necessitating near-absolute sovereign power to maintain order. Locke, conversely, sees the
state of nature as generally peaceful and emphasizes natural rights that limit government
authority.

¢ Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Rousseau’s social contract centers on collective will and direct
democracy, whereas Locke emphasizes individual rights and representative government.

e Divine Right Theories: Locke rejects the idea that monarchs derive authority from God,



grounding legitimacy instead in popular consent and natural law.

This comparative framework highlights Locke’s role in shaping liberal political thought by balancing
individual freedoms with effective governance.

Impact and Legacy of Locke’s Second Treatise of
Government

The influence of Locke’s treatise extends far beyond its 17th-century origins, permeating legal,
political, and philosophical discourses across the globe. Its principles have been embedded in the
foundational documents of many nations.

Influence on the American Founding Fathers

Locke’s ideas were integral to the ideological foundation of the United States. The Declaration of
Independence’s emphasis on “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” echoes Locke’s natural
rights. Moreover, the emphasis on government by consent and the right to revolution inspired the
colonial resistance to British rule.

Modern Democratic Theory and Human Rights

Contemporary political systems that emphasize constitutionalism, individual rights, and checks and
balances owe a debt to Locke’s treatise. Its articulation of limited government informs debates about
civil liberties, property rights, and the legitimacy of political power.

Critiques and Limitations

Despite its profound impact, Locke’s Second Treatise has faced critique. Scholars debate his
assumptions about property acquisition, particularly in relation to indigenous peoples and colonialism.
Additionally, questions arise about the practical application of his social contract theory in diverse,
pluralistic societies.

Furthermore, Locke’s vision presumes a relatively homogenous citizenry capable of rational consent,
a notion challenged by modern understandings of social complexity and inequality.

Key Features of Locke’s Political Philosophy in the



Second Treatise

To summarize the essential components of Locke’s treatise, the following features stand out:

1. Natural Law and Rights: Inherent rights exist before government.

N

. Consent-Based Government: Authority derives from the governed.

w

. Property as a Natural Right: Labor legitimizes ownership.
4. Separation of Powers: Division of legislative and executive functions.

5. Right to Revolution: People may overthrow unjust rulers.

These elements collectively form a robust framework for understanding legitimate political authority
and individual freedom.

Locke’s Second Treatise of Government continues to be a critical text for anyone exploring the origins
and justifications of modern governance. Its balanced approach to liberty and order, rights and
responsibilities, remains a touchstone for political thought and a vital reference in ongoing discussions
about democracy and justice.

Locke The Second Treatise Of Government

locke the second treatise of government: Second Treatise of Government John Locke,
2004 [Presents] one of the great classics of political philosophy, widely regarded as the foundational
text of modern liberalism ... [Also includes] 'A letter concerning toleration' aimed to end
Christianity's wars of religion and called for the separation of church and state so that everyone
could enjoy freedom of conscience--Provided by publisher.

locke the second treatise of government: Locke: Two Treatises of Government Student
Edition John Locke, 1988-10-28 This is the revised version of Peter Laslett's acclaimed edition of
Two Treatises of Government, which is widely recognised as one of the classic pieces of recent
scholarship in the history of ideas, read and used by students of political theory throughout the
world. This 1988 edition revises Dr Laslett's second edition (1970) and includes an updated
bibliography, a guide to further reading and a fully reset and revised introduction which surveys
advances in Locke scholarship since publication of the second edition. In the introduction, Dr Laslett
shows that the Two Treatises were not a rationalisation of the events of 1688 but rather a call for a
revolution yet to come.

locke the second treatise of government: Second Treatise of Government and A Letter
Concerning Toleration John Locke, 2016-06-02 'Man being born...to perfect freedom...hath by nature
a power...to preserve his property, that is, his life, liberty and estate.' Locke's Second Treatise of
Government (1689) is one of the great classics of political philosophy, widely regarded as the
foundational text of modern liberalism. In it Locke insists on majority rule, and regards no
government as legitimate unless it has the consent of the people. He sets aside people's ethnicities,
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religions, and cultures and envisages political societies which command our assent because they
meet our elemental needs simply as humans. His work helped to entrench ideas of a social contract,
human rights, and protection of property as the guiding principles for just actions and just societies.
Published in the same year, A Letter Concerning Toleration aimed to end Christianity's wars of
religion and called for the separation of church and state so that everyone could enjoy freedom of
conscience. In this edition of these two major works, Mark Goldie considers the contested nature of
Locke's reputation, which is often appropriated by opposing political and religious ideologies.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest
range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to
scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including
expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies
for further study, and much more.

locke the second treatise of government: The Second Treatise of Government John Locke,
1952 First published in the author's Two treatises of government under title: An essay concerning
the true original extent and end of civil government. Bibliography: p. xxiii-xxv.

locke the second treatise of government: Locke's 'Second Treatise of Government' Paul
Kelly, 2007-11-29 John Locke's Second Treatise of Government is one of the most influential texts in
the history of political theory. It is a staple of undergraduate courses throughout the
English-speaking world and continues to inspire and inform contemporary debates in political
philosophy. As such, it is a hugely important and exciting, yet challenging, piece of philosophical
writing. In Locke's 'Second Treatise of Government': A Reader's Guide, Paul Kelly offers a clear and
thorough account of this key philosophical work. The book offers a detailed review of the key themes
and a lucid commentary that will enable readers to rapidly navigate the text. Geared towards the
specific requirements of students who need to reach a sound understanding of the text as a whole,
the guide explores the complex and important ideas inherent in the text and provides a cogent
survey of the reception and influence of Locke's seminal work. This is the ideal companion to study
of this most influential and challenging of texts.

locke the second treatise of government: Second Treatise on Government John Locke,
2020-11-21 First anonymously published in 1689, John Locke's Second Treatise on Government has
become one of the most iconic pieces of political philosophy ever-written and greatly influenced the
founding fathers of the American Constitution. This work outlines John Locke's philosophy for a
better society based on contract law and the natural rights of an individual. In this work, Locke
argues for the inalienable rights and freedoms of the individual, including; the right for revolution,
basic property rights, and limited government, where the legitimacy of a government rests in the
hands of its people and not its monarchs. Due to its revolutionary ideas, Second Treatise on
Government has garnered far-reaching influence in the political science community as a foundation
of political thought and study.

locke the second treatise of government: Uber die Regierung John Locke, 1966

locke the second treatise of government: EPZ Locke's 'Second Treatise of Government' Paul
Kelly, 2007-01-01 A Reader's Guide to one of the most important works in political philosophy.

locke the second treatise of government: Two Treatises of Government - Locke John
Locke, 2018-02-28 Treatise of Government is one of the great classics of Political Philosophy. Its
author, John Locke, became one of the greatest philosophers of liberalism and democracy, and his
ideas remain relevant and are studied to this day. Locke's thoughts influenced important events in
history, particularly in Europe and America. He is often called the theorist of the English Revolution
(1688) and was the main source of ideas for the American Revolution (1776), influencing the
Declaration of Independence and the state constitutions of that country. In Second Treatise of
Government, John Locke expresses his liberal thinking and his position against absolutist
governments with arguments that demonstrate that government emanates from the people and that,
together with the law, should be used for the common good.

locke the second treatise of government: Second Treatise of Government John John Locke,




2017-03-22 How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100%
Original content) Illustrated About Second Treatise Of Government by John Locke The Second
Treatise is one of the most important political treatises ever written and one of the most far-reaching
in its influence. In his provocative 15-page introduction to this edition, the late eminent political
theorist C. B. Macpherson examines Locke's arguments for limited, conditional government, private
property, and right of revolution and suggests reasons for the appeal of these arguments in Locke's
time and since.

locke the second treatise of government: Second Treatise of Government John Locke,
2014-10-02 Two Treatises of Government (or Two Treatises of Government: In the Former, The False
Principles, and Foundation of Sir Robert Filmer, and His Followers, Are Detected and Overthrown.

locke the second treatise of government: Second Treatise of Government John Locke,
2014-09-11 This essential volume features John Locke's hand-corrected text with an outstanding
introduction to Locke's life and role in intellectual history, his principal works, and their purpose.
Written by the editor, Richard Cox, the introduction also outlines the course of both treatises of
government and analyzes the problems of interpretation. Also included are a list of the principal
dates in the life of John Locke as well as a selected bibliography.

locke the second treatise of government: The Second Treatise on Civil Government John
Locke, 2009-12-04 As one of the early Enlightenment philosophers in England, John Locke sought to
bring reason and critical intelligence to the discussion of the origins of civil society. Endeavoring to
reconstruct the nature and purpose of government, a social contract theory is proposed. The Second
Treatise sets forth a detailed discussion of how civil society came to be and the nature of its
inception. Locke's discussion of tacit consent, separation of powers, and the right of citizens to
revolt against repressive governments, has made The Second Treatise one of the most influential
essays in the history of political philosophy.

locke the second treatise of government: Die Eigentumstheorie im ¢Second Treatise of
Governmenté von John Locke. Giuiltigkeit und Aufhebung der Beschrankungen der
Eigentumsaneignung Marcel Wachnau, 2022-05-17 Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2021 im
Fachbereich Philosophie - Philosophie des 17. und 18. Jahrhunderts, Note: 1,3, Universitat Potsdam
(Institut fur Philosophie), Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Diese Arbeit beschaftigt sich mit der Frage,
wie John Locke die Giiltigkeit der Beschrankungen der Eigentumsaneignung und die Aufhebung
dieser Beschrankungen legitimiert, welche Folgen die Aufhebung der Beschrankungen hat und
welche Aspekte in diesem Zusammenhang einer kritischen Betrachtung unterzogen werden mussen.
Ein Fokus wird hierbei auf die Aufhebung der Beschrankungen der Eigentumsaneignung, auf die
Entwicklung des Verhaltnisses zwischen Arbeit und Eigentumsaneignung sowie auf die
Auswirkungen der Aufhebung der Eigentumsschranken auf das Recht auf Freiheit gesetzt. Nach
einer Erklarung der Verwendung des Begriffs Eigentum bei Locke werden die Eigentumsaneignung
sowie ihre Beschrankungen vor der Einfithrung der Geldwirtschaft geschildert. Anschliefend
werden die Einfithrung der Geldwirtschaft, die damit verbundene Aufhebung der Beschrankungen
und die Folgen dieser Authebung fur das Verhaltnis zwischen Arbeit und Eigentumsaneignung sowie
fiir das Recht auf Freiheit dargelegt. Daraufhin wird ausgefihrt, dass die Einschrankung des Rechts
auf Freiheit fur Locke unproblematisch ist, da er dem Recht auf vollstandige Freiheit die Fahigkeit
voraussetzt, ein von der Vernunft geleitetes Leben zu fuhren, die er den Besitzlosen abspricht. Die
Arbeit bezieht sich auf die Eigentumstheorie, die John Locke im Second Treatise of Government
(Zweite Abhandlung uber die Regierung) darlegt. Auf fruhere Ansatze einer Eigentumstheorie, wie
sie besonders im Manuskript Morality und in den Two Tracts on Government zu finden sind, wird
nicht eingegangen, da sich diese von Lockes spater entwickelten Eigentumstheorie stellenweise
stark unterscheiden.

locke the second treatise of government: Menschenwiirde in der angloamerikanischen
Rechtsphilosophie Philipp Gisbertz, 2018-06-12 Es ist eine weithin akzeptierte Behauptung, dass
der Begriff der Menschenwurde dem angelsachsischen Denken, sowohl in der Philosophie als auch
im Recht, fremd sei. Wie Philipp Gisbertz jedoch zeigt, lasst sich diese Behauptung nicht halten.



Vielmehr ergibt sich bei seiner detaillierten Analyse der kontinentaleuropaischen sowie der
angloamerikanischen Geschichte des Begriffs ein komplexeres Bild: ein Wechselspiel von geteilten
Begriffsinhalten und geistesgeschichtlichen Grunden fur eine starkere Skepsis im angelsachsischen
Raum. Religion, Philosophie, Geschichte - nur in einer breit angelegten Untersuchung lassen sich
die Ursachen fur die Skepsis gegeniiber der Menschenwirde im angelsachsischen Denken erklaren.
Und nur ein vertiefender Blick in die Philosophie, stets im Kontext der Geistesgeschichte und des
Verfassungsrechts, kann die lebhafte Diskussion uiiber den Begriff der Menschenwirde in
ebendiesem aufzeigen und begreiflich machen.

locke the second treatise of government: Locke's Two Treatises of Government Richard
Ashcraft, 2013-10-17 This volume guides the reader through a detailed examination of the text to an
understanding of Locke’s political ideas in relation to his writings on philosophy, education, religion
and economics and the influence these ideas had upon eighteenth-century political theorists. The
author shows how Locke carefully constructed his political perspective as a defence of the principles
of natural rights, constitutional government and popular resistance. He offers an original
interpretation of the Two Treatises..., emphasizing the specific ways in which Locke’s political
purposes in writing the work influence his discussion of such concepts as the state of nature,
property, consent and tyranny. The author discusses the historical and biographical context of the
work and demonstrates how eighteenth century political thinkers developed or rejected aspects of
Locke’s political theory and summarizes important recent studies of Locke’s work.

locke the second treatise of government: Second Treatise of Government by John Locke
John Locke, 2020-09-04 In the Second Treatise of Government, John Locke discusses men's move
from a state of nature characterized by perfect freedom and governed by reason to a civil
government in which the authority is vested in a legislative and executive power.

locke the second treatise of government: John Locke - Second Treatise of Government John
Locke, 2020

locke the second treatise of government: Reading Political Philosophy Derek Matravers,
Jonathan Pike, Nigel Warburton, 2014-05-01 This clear and thorough introduction provides students
with the skills necessary to understand the main thinkers, texts and arguments of political
philosophy and thought. Each chapter comprises a brief overview of a major political thinker,
followed by an introduction to one or more of their most influential works and an introduction to key
secondary readings. Key features include: * exercises * reading notes * guides for further reading
The book introduces and assesses: Machiavelli's Prince; Hobbes' Leviathan; Locke's Second Treatise
on Government; Rousseau's Social Contract; Marx and Engels' German Ideology (Part 1); Mill's On
Liberty and The Subjection of Women. Reading Political Philosophy requires no previous knowledge
of philosophy or politics and is ideal for newcomers to political philosophy and political thought.

locke the second treatise of government: The second treatise of government (an essay
concerning the true original, extent and end of civil government) John Locke,
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