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Bentham: An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation is a foundational work in
the history of philosophy and legal theory. Written by the English philosopher and jurist Jeremy
Bentham in the late 18th century, this text laid the groundwork for utilitarianism and has influenced
modern concepts of morality, law, and government policy. If you're curious about how ideas of
happiness, utility, and legislation intertwine, Bentham'’s treatise offers a fascinating perspective that
continues to resonate in ethical debates and legal reforms today.

Understanding Bentham’s approach requires diving into the principles that govern human actions
and the laws that shape societies. His work is not just a dry legal manual but a comprehensive
exploration of how laws can be designed to promote the greatest happiness for the greatest number.
In this article, we’ll explore the key themes of Bentham'’s introduction to the principles of morals and
legislation, unpack his philosophy of utilitarianism, and discuss its lasting impact on moral and legal
thought.

Who Was Jeremy Bentham?

Before delving into the content of Bentham'’s principles, it’s helpful to know a bit about the man
behind the ideas. Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) was an English philosopher, jurist, and social
reformer. He is best known as the founder of modern utilitarianism, a moral philosophy that
evaluates actions based on their consequences, particularly in terms of happiness or pleasure.

Bentham’s work emerged during the Age of Enlightenment, a period marked by critical thinking
about traditional authority and a push toward reforming social and legal institutions. His ideas were
revolutionary at the time, challenging the established norms of law and ethics by proposing an
empirical and rational approach to morality and legislation.

Core Concepts in Bentham’s Introduction to the
Principles of Morals and Legislation

At the heart of Bentham's treatise are several interconnected concepts that form the backbone of his
philosophy. Understanding these will help you grasp how Bentham viewed human behavior, ethics,
and law.

The Principle of Utility

The principle of utility is arguably Bentham’s most famous contribution. It states that the right



course of action is the one that maximizes overall happiness or pleasure and minimizes pain or
suffering. Bentham famously summarized this with the phrase “the greatest happiness of the
greatest number.”

This principle serves as a guide for making moral decisions and crafting laws. Rather than relying on
abstract notions of right or wrong, Bentham advocated for assessing the consequences of any action
or policy in terms of the happiness it produces.

Hedonistic Calculus

Bentham proposed a method to quantify happiness and pain, known as the “hedonistic calculus.”
This involves evaluating actions based on several criteria, including:

- Intensity: How strong is the pleasure or pain?

- Duration: How long will it last?

- Certainty: How likely is the pleasure or pain to occur?
- Propinquity: How soon will it happen?

- Fecundity: Will it lead to more pleasure or pain?

- Purity: Will it be followed by the opposite sensation?

- Extent: How many people will be affected?

By analyzing actions through these dimensions, Bentham believed it was possible to make rational
decisions about morality and legislation.

Morals and Legislation: An Interconnected Framework

Bentham viewed morals and laws as deeply intertwined. Morals guide individual behavior, while
legislation shapes social order and enforces rules. However, not all laws are moral, and not all
morals are codified into law. Bentham's treatise aimed to bridge this gap by advocating for laws that
are grounded in the principle of utility.

In Bentham'’s view, legislation should be judged by its ability to promote collective happiness. Laws
that cause unnecessary pain or restrict liberty without sufficient justification should be reformed or
repealed. This pragmatic approach was a call for legal systems to be dynamic and responsive to the
well-being of society.

The Impact of Bentham’s Philosophy on Modern Law
and Ethics

Bentham'’s ideas didn’t just stay on paper; they sparked debates and reforms that influence our
world today. His utilitarian approach has shaped legal theory, public policy, and even economic
thought.



Legal Reforms Inspired by Bentham

Bentham’s emphasis on rational and utilitarian legislation inspired numerous legal reforms,
particularly in England. His advocacy for transparency, the abolition of cruel punishments, and the
codification of laws were groundbreaking.

One notable example is the push for the reform of the criminal justice system. Bentham criticized the
arbitrary and brutal punishments common in his time, arguing for penalties proportional to the harm
caused and aimed at deterring crime effectively and humanely.

Utilitarianism in Public Policy

Beyond law, Bentham'’s principle of utility has influenced public policy decisions worldwide.
Governments often weigh costs and benefits, aiming to enact policies that maximize social welfare.
Ideas such as cost-benefit analysis, welfare economics, and even some environmental policies echo
Bentham'’s utilitarian roots.

Critiques and Challenges

While Bentham'’s framework has been influential, it’s not without criticism. Some argue that the
hedonistic calculus oversimplifies human experience by reducing morality to pleasure and pain.
Others point out potential conflicts, such as when the happiness of the majority infringes on the
rights of minorities.

Philosophers like John Stuart Mill expanded on Bentham's ideas, adding nuance to utilitarianism by
emphasizing qualitative differences in pleasures and supporting individual rights more robustly.

Why Study Bentham'’s Introduction to the Principles of
Morals and Legislation Today?

In a world grappling with complex ethical dilemmas—from artificial intelligence to climate
change—the insights from Bentham’s work remain relevant. His emphasis on consequences and
collective well-being encourages practical and outcome-oriented thinking.

Studying Bentham helps us appreciate the origins of modern legal systems and moral philosophy. It

also challenges us to critically evaluate how we shape laws and policies to serve society’s best
interests.

Applying Bentham'’s Ideas in Everyday Life

You don’t have to be a philosopher or a legislator to find value in Bentham's principles. When
making personal or professional decisions, considering the broader impact on happiness and well-



being can lead to more ethical and compassionate outcomes.

For example, businesses can use utilitarian thinking to implement policies that benefit employees,
customers, and communities rather than prioritizing profit alone. Similarly, in education or
healthcare, decisions guided by maximizing overall good can foster more equitable and effective
practices.

Tips for Engaging with Bentham’s Text

Bentham’s writing can sometimes feel dense or technical, but here are some tips to navigate his
introduction:

- Focus on the big ideas first—utility, happiness, and legislation—before getting lost in details.

- Relate his concepts to current issues you care about, such as justice reform or social welfare.

- Compare Bentham'’s views with other philosophers to understand different approaches to ethics.
- Reflect on how his ideas challenge or support your own moral intuitions.

This approach makes Bentham’s work not just a historical artifact but a living conversation starter.

Bentham’s “An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation” remains a cornerstone in
understanding the relationship between ethics and law. By emphasizing the principle of utility and
providing a systematic approach to evaluating actions, Bentham set the stage for ongoing
discussions about what constitutes a just and effective legal system. Exploring his ideas offers
valuable insights for anyone interested in philosophy, law, or social justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Bentham's 'An Introduction to
the Principles of Morals and Legislation'?

The main purpose of Bentham's work is to establish a scientific foundation for ethics and legislation
based on the principle of utility, which advocates for actions that maximize happiness and minimize
pain.

How does Bentham define the principle of utility in his book?

Bentham defines the principle of utility as the fundamental moral principle that approves or
disapproves of actions according to their tendency to augment or diminish the happiness of the
community.

What role does Bentham assign to pleasure and pain in moral
decision-making?

Bentham considers pleasure and pain as the two sovereign masters that guide human behavior, and
moral decisions should be made by evaluating the balance of pleasure over pain resulting from an



action.

How does Bentham's theory influence modern legal and
ethical systems?

Bentham's utilitarianism laid the groundwork for modern consequentialist ethics and influenced the
development of legal reforms that prioritize the greatest good for the greatest number, emphasizing
practical outcomes over abstract principles.

What method does Bentham propose for measuring the
happiness produced by actions?

Bentham proposes the 'felicific calculus,' a method to quantify pleasure and pain by considering
factors like intensity, duration, certainty, propinquity, fecundity, purity, and extent to evaluate the
moral worth of actions.

Additional Resources

Bentham: An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation represents a cornerstone
in the history of legal philosophy and ethics. Authored by Jeremy Bentham in the late 18th century,
this seminal work laid the foundation for utilitarianism, a doctrine that advocates for the greatest
happiness principle as the basis of morality and legislation. Bentham’s treatise systematically
explores the nature of human motivation, the role of laws in society, and the ethical considerations
that should guide lawmakers. As a pioneering text, it continues to influence contemporary debates in
political philosophy, legal theory, and public policy.

Understanding Bentham’s Core Philosophy

At the heart of Bentham’s "An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation" is the
utilitarian philosophy, which posits that the ultimate goal of human actions and laws should be to
maximize pleasure and minimize pain. Bentham argues that moral decisions and legal frameworks
are justified only when they contribute to the overall happiness of the community. This
consequentialist approach marked a significant departure from earlier legal and moral theories
grounded in natural law or divine command.

Bentham'’s analysis is rigorous and empirical, seeking to ground ethics and legislation in observable
human experience rather than abstract metaphysical principles. He introduces the concept of the
“felicific calculus,” an attempt to quantify pleasure and pain to evaluate the moral worth of actions.
This calculus considers factors such as intensity, duration, certainty, and extent of pleasures and
pains, providing a systematic method for moral reasoning.



The Structure and Themes of the Work

"An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation" is divided into two main parts: the first
addresses the principles of morals, and the second focuses on legislation. Throughout the text,
Bentham disentangles complex ideas about human nature, motivation, and social order.

In the moral section, Bentham defines utility as the property in any object that tends to produce
benefit, advantage, pleasure, good, or happiness. He critiques existing moral theories for their
reliance on vague or inconsistent foundations and instead proposes utility as a clear, measurable
criterion.

The legislative section delves into the design and purpose of laws. Bentham asserts that laws should
be crafted to promote public happiness and prevent pain, viewing legislation as a tool for social
engineering. He also examines the relationship between legislators, judges, and citizens,
emphasizing the need for transparency and accountability.

Key Concepts and Innovations

Several key concepts from Bentham’s introduction have become fundamental in legal and ethical
discourse.

Utilitarianism and the Greatest Happiness Principle

Bentham’s articulation of utilitarianism is one of the earliest comprehensive statements of the
doctrine. The greatest happiness principle suggests that the best action or policy is the one that
results in the greatest net happiness for the greatest number of people. This principle challenges
more traditional notions of justice that prioritize rights or duties irrespective of outcomes.

Felicific Calculus

The felicific calculus is an innovative attempt to apply a quasi-mathematical approach to ethics.
Bentham proposed that by assessing various dimensions of pleasure and pain, individuals and
lawmakers could objectively determine the moral value of actions or rules. Though critics have
pointed out its limitations in capturing the complexity of human emotions and values, the idea
anticipates modern cost-benefit analysis in policy-making.

Psychological Hedonism

Bentham'’s framework assumes psychological hedonism—the idea that humans are motivated
primarily by the pursuit of pleasure and avoidance of pain. This assumption underpins his utilitarian
theory and legislative recommendations, suggesting that understanding human desires is essential
for crafting effective laws.



Relevance and Critiques in Contemporary Context

Bentham’s "An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation" remains highly relevant in
today’s fields of ethics, law, and political science. Utilitarian principles influence modern welfare
economics, public policy, and debates on justice reform. His emphasis on measurable outcomes
resonates with evidence-based approaches to governance.

However, the work is not without criticism. Some scholars argue that Bentham’s utilitarianism can
justify morally questionable actions if they produce overall happiness, potentially ignoring individual
rights or justice. Others highlight the challenges in applying the felicific calculus reliably, given the
subjective nature of pleasure and pain.

Moreover, Bentham’s reduction of morality to pleasure and pain has been critiqued for
oversimplifying human values, neglecting aspects like dignity, autonomy, and cultural diversity.
Despite these critiques, his systematic approach and insistence on rational analysis have paved the
way for more nuanced ethical theories and legal reforms.

Comparative Perspective with Later Philosophers

Comparing Bentham’s work to that of his intellectual successors, such as John Stuart Mill, reveals
both continuities and departures. While Mill embraced utilitarianism, he introduced qualitative
distinctions among pleasures, emphasizing higher intellectual and moral pleasures over mere
physical gratification. This refinement addressed some limitations in Bentham’s more quantitative
felicific calculus.

In legal philosophy, Bentham's positivist leanings contrast with natural law theorists, highlighting
the shift towards laws based on human conventions and social utility rather than inherent moral
orders. His influence is evident in the development of modern legal positivism and institutional
reforms focusing on codification and clarity.

Practical Implications of Bentham’s Principles

Bentham'’s insights have informed practical approaches in lawmaking, public administration, and
ethics committees. Policymakers often invoke utilitarian reasoning when assessing the social impact
of legislation, public health initiatives, or economic reforms.

e Law Reform: Bentham'’s critique of common law and advocacy for codified statutes influenced
movements towards clearer, more accessible legal codes.

e Human Rights Debates: While utilitarianism is sometimes criticized for undermining
individual rights, its focus on collective welfare shapes discussions on balancing freedoms and
social responsibilities.

* Cost-Benefit Analysis: Modern cost-benefit analysis traces intellectual roots to Bentham’s
felicific calculus, applying quantitative assessments to policy decisions.



In academic circles, Bentham'’s treatise is studied not only for its historical importance but also for
its methodological rigor in linking ethical theory to legislative practice. It challenges readers to
critically evaluate how moral principles translate into concrete laws and social policies.

Bentham’s "An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation" thus stands as a
foundational text that bridges philosophy and law, ethics and governance, theory and practice. Its
enduring influence underscores the significance of applying rational, empirical analysis to questions
of morality and legislation in the pursuit of societal well-being.

Bentham An Introduction To The Principles Of Morals And
Legislation

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: An Introduction to
the Principles of Morals and Legislation Jeremy Bentham, 2012-03-07 A classic of both philosophy
and jurisprudence, this 1789 work articulates an important statement of the foundations of
utilitarian philosophy. It also represents a pioneering study of crime and punishment.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: An Introduction to
the Principles of Morals and Legislation Jeremy Bentham, 2011-08 Jeremy Bentham was an
English jurist, philosopher, and legal and social reformer. He became a leading theorist in
Anglo-American philosophy of law, and a political radical whose ideas influenced the development of
welfarism. He is best known for his advocacy of utilitarianism and animal rights, and the idea of the
panopticon. His position included arguments in favor of individual and economic freedom, usury, the
separation of church and state, freedom of expression, equal rights for women, the right to divorce,
and the decriminalizing of homosexual acts. He also argued for the abolition of slavery, physical
punishment (including that of children) and the death penalty. Although strongly in favor of the
extension of individual legal rights, he opposed the idea of natural law and natural rights, calling
them nonsense upon stilts. Bentham's ambition in life was to create a Pannomion, a complete
utilitarian code of law. Bentham not only proposed many legal and social reforms, but also
expounded an underlying moral principle on which they should be based.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: An Introduction to
the Principles of Morals and Legislation (Collected Works of Jeremy Bentham) Jeremy Bentham,
1996-01-11 The new critical edition of the works and correspondence of Jeremy Bentham
(1748-1832) is being prepared and published under the supervision of the Bentham Committee of
University College London. In spite of his importance as jurist, philosopher, and social scientist, and
leader of theUtilitarian reformers, the only previous edition of his works was a poorly edited and
incomplete one brought out within a decade or so of his death. Eight volumes of the new Collected
Works, five of correspondence, and three of writings on jurisprudence, appeared between 1968 and
1981, published bythe Athlone Press. Further volumes in the series since then are published by
Oxford University Press. The overall plan and principles of the edition are set out in the General
Preface to The Correspondence of Jeremy Bentham, vol. 1, which was the first volume of the
Collected Works to bepublished.An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation, Jeremy
Bentham's best-known work, is a classic text in modern philosophy and jurisprudence. First
published in 1789, it contains the important statement of the foundations of utilitarian philosophy
and a pioneering study of crime andpunishment, both of which remain at the heart of contemporary
debates in moral and political philosophy, economics, and legal theory. Printed here in full is the
definitive edition, edited by the distinguished scholars J. H. Burns and H. L. A. Hart. An introductory
essay by Hart, first published in1982 and a widely acknowledged classic in its own right, is reprinted
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here. It contains an important analysis of Bentham's principle of utility, theory of action, and an
account of the relationship between law and morality.A new introduction by the leading Bentham
scholar F. Rosen, specially written for this Clarendon Paperback edition, provides students with a
helpful survey of Bentham's main ideas and an extensive bibliographical study of recent critical work
on Bentham. Professor Rosen's essay also contains a newanalysis of the principle of utility in
Bentham's philosophy which is compared with its use in Hume and J. S. Mill.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Briefly: Bentham's
an Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation David Mills Daniel, 2007-06-28
SCM Brieflys introduce texts commonly studied in undergraduate courses in Philosophy, Theology
and Religious Studies. A comprehensive introductory chapter sets the text and its author in their
wider context. The texts are analysed and summarized in an accessible and yet thorough style that
makes SCM Brieflys an essential study tool for all who want to engage in more depth with some of
the key texts of philosophy, theology and related disciplines.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: The Collected
Works of Jeremy Bentham: An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation
Jeremy Bentham, 1996-01-11 The new critical edition of the works and correspondence of Jeremy
Bentham (1748-1832) is being prepared and published under the supervision of the Bentham
Committee of University College London. In spite of his importance as jurist, philosopher, and social
scientist, and leader of the Utilitarian reformers, the only previous edition of his works was a poorly
edited and incomplete one brought out within a decade or so of his death. Eight volumes of the new
Collected Works, five of correspondence, and three of writings on jurisprudence, appeared between
1968 and 1981, published by the Athlone Press. Further volumes in the series since then are
published by Oxford University Press. The overall plan and principles of the edition are set out in the
General Preface to The Correspondence of Jeremy Bentham, vol. 1, which was the first volume of the
Collected Works to be published. An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation, Jeremy
Bentham's best-known work, is a classic text in modern philosophy and jurisprudence. First
published in 1789, it contains the important statement of the foundations of utilitarian philosophy
and a pioneering study of crime and punishment, both of which remain at the heart of contemporary
debates in moral and political philosophy, economics, and legal theory. Printed here in full is the
definitive edition, edited by the distinguished scholars J. H. Burns and H. L. A. Hart. An introductory
essay by Hart, first published in 1982 and a widely acknowledged classic in its own right, is
reprinted here. It contains an important analysis of Bentham's principle of utility, theory of action,
and an account of the relationship between law and morality. A new introduction by the leading
Bentham scholar F. Rosen, specially written for this Clarendon Paperback edition, provides students
with a helpful survey of Bentham's main ideas and an extensive bibliographical study of recent
critical work on Bentham. Professor Rosen's essay also contains a new analysis of the principle of
utility in Bentham's philosophy which is compared with its use in Hume and J. S. Mill.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: An Introduction to
the Principles of Morals and Legislation Jeremy Bentham, 2016-08-30 An Introduction to the
Principles of Morals and Legislation - Jeremy Bentham. Jeremy Bentham, 15 February 1748 - 6 June
1832, was an English philosopher, jurist, and social reformer. He is regarded as the founder of
modern utilitarianism. Nature has placed mankind under the governance of two sovereign masters,
pain and pleasure. It is for them alone to point out what we ought to do, as well as to determine
what we shall do. On the one hand the standard of right and wrong, on the other the chain of causes
and effects, are fastened to their throne. They govern us in all we do, in all we say, in all we think:
every effort we can make to throw off our subjection, will serve but to demonstrate and confirm it. In
words a man may pretend to abjure their empire: but in reality he will remain subject to it all the
while. The principle of utility* recognises this subjection, and assumes it for the foundation of that
system, the object of which is to rear the fabric of felicity by the hands of reason and of law. Systems
which attempt to question it, deal in sounds instead of sense, in caprice instead of reason, in
darkness instead of light.




bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: An Introduction to
the Principles of Morals and Legislation by Jeremy Bentham Jeremy BENTHAM, 1823

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: An Introduction to
the Principles of Morals and Legislation Jeremy Bentham, 1823 Bentham's treatise on the
foundations of law and government.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Bentham's an
Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation Steven Sverdlik, 2023 Bentham's
Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation is a foundational work of the utilitarian
tradition in moral and political philosophy. In this comprehensive guide for philosophy students,
Steven Sverdlik discusses the entire Introduction, highlighting its central claims and their relations
to contemporary debates in areas such as moral and legal philosophy. The Guide emphasizes
Bentham's original goal of introducing a utilitarian penal code. Sverdlik considers the chapters of
Bentham's text sequentially, explaining and connecting the work's main themes. These are
Bentham's fundamental moral assumptions--the principle of utility and his hedonistic theory of
intrinsic value--on the one hand, and, on the other, his psychological theories about pleasure and
pain, human motivation, decision-making, and action. Sverdlik explains the abstract psychological
framework Bentham develops and how he applies it in the context of penal or criminal law.
Bentham's psychological and moral theories form the groundwork of his treatment of the deterrence
of potential offenders, the punishment of convicted offenders, and the criminalization of various
types of behavior. By restating Bentham's thinking about these topics in contemporary philosophical
terms, Sverdlik allows readers to see how it relates to current ideas about the proper goals of
criminal justice systems.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Bentham's An
introduction to the principles of morals and legislation David Mills Daniel, 2013-01-03 In the
Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation (1789), Bentham strove ‘to cut a new road
through the wilds of jurisprudence’. Laws should be socially useful and not merely reflect the status
quo; and, that while he believed that human beings inevitably pursue pleasure and avoid pain,
Bentham thought it to be a ‘sacred truth’ that ‘the greatest happiness of the greatest number is the
foundation of morals and legislation’.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: An Introduction to

the Principles of Morals and Legislation. Printed in the Year 1780, and Now First Published. By
Jeremy Bentham, ... Jeremy Bentham, 1789

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Menschenwurde in
der angloamerikanischen Rechtsphilosophie Philipp Gisbertz, 2018-06-12 Es ist eine weithin
akzeptierte Behauptung, dass der Begriff der Menschenwurde dem angelsachsischen Denken,
sowohl in der Philosophie als auch im Recht, fremd sei. Wie Philipp Gisbertz jedoch zeigt, lasst sich
diese Behauptung nicht halten. Vielmehr ergibt sich bei seiner detaillierten Analyse der
kontinentaleuropaischen sowie der angloamerikanischen Geschichte des Begriffs ein komplexeres
Bild: ein Wechselspiel von geteilten Begriffsinhalten und geistesgeschichtlichen Grunden fur eine
starkere Skepsis im angelsachsischen Raum. Religion, Philosophie, Geschichte - nur in einer breit
angelegten Untersuchung lassen sich die Ursachen fiir die Skepsis gegenuber der Menschenwiirde
im angelsachsischen Denken erklaren. Und nur ein vertiefender Blick in die Philosophie, stets im
Kontext der Geistesgeschichte und des Verfassungsrechts, kann die lebhafte Diskussion uiber den
Begriff der Menschenwiirde in ebendiesem aufzeigen und begreiflich machen.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Rationalitat und
Egoismus im Recht Jana Maruschke, 2024-04-16 Dieses Buch fragt danach, wie Recht und
Rechtsprechung, Staats- und Rechtstheorie sowie moderne Verhaltensokonomie die Rationalitat und
den Egoismus des Menschen begreifen und wie dies die Wahl staatlicher Steuerungsinstrumente
beeinflusst. Das scheinbar neuartige Instrument Nudging wird mit Blick auf
Umweltschutzinstrumente, die Regulierung des Tabakrauchens und der Organspende in den
offentlich-rechtlichen Handlungsformenkatalog eingeordnet, wobei verfassungsrechtliche Grenzen



diskutiert werden. Zielgruppe sind die an der Metaebene des Rechts und der Verhaltenssteuerung
interessierten Leserinnen und Leser.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: The Moral
Foundations of Politics Ian Shapiro, 2008-10-01 When do governments merit our allegiance, and
when should they be denied it? Ian Shapiro investigates this most enduring of political dilemmas in
this innovative and engaging book. Shapiro discusses the different answers that have been proposed
by the major political theorists in the utilitarian, Marxist, and social contract traditions over the past
four centuries. Showing how these political philosophies have all been decisively shaped by the core
values of the Enlightenment, he demonstrates that each one contains useful insights that survive
their failures as comprehensive doctrines and that should inform our thinking about political
legitimacy. Shapiro then turns to the democratic tradition. Exploring the main arguments for and
against democracy from Plato’s time until our own, he argues that democracy offers the best
resources for realizing the Enlightenment’s promise and managing its internal tensions. As such,
democracy supplies the most attractive available basis for political legitimacy.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Responsibility and
Punishment J. Angelo Corlett, 2013-03-14 Responsibility and Punishment presents a clear-headed
defense of retributivism against several long-standing criticisms. In the end, a viable version of
retributivism emerges as one which withstands more criticism than competing theories of
responsibility and punishment. Extending the problem of wrong doing to collectives and
compensation, Corlett explores the matter of reparations for past wrongs in the case of the crimes
committed against Native Americans by the United States Government. No other philosophical work
on responsibility and punishment exhibits this breadth of scope, as it delves deeply into particular
concerns with retributivism, responsibility, and certain areas of compensation. Academicians and
professionals in ethics, moral, social, political, and legal philosophy are likely to benefit from this
analytical treatment of responsibility and punishment.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Die Kodifikation des
Europdischen Verwaltungsrechts Lucas Hartmann, 2020-08-05 Die Besonderheiten der einzelnen
Bereiche des Europaischen Verwaltungsrechts durch eine Kodifikation auf die Ordnungsidee eines
allgemeinen Verwaltungsrechts zuruckzufuhren - diese Idee gewinnt fur die Europaische Union
angesichts einer stetig zunehmenden und ausdifferenzierten Verwaltungsgesetzgebung und
-judikatur durch Organe der Europaischen Union an Bedeutung. Lucas Hartmann entwirft ein
theoretisches, rechtsstaatlich-demokratisches Konzept der Kodifikation fur die Gesetzgebung im
Europaischen Verwaltungsrecht. Hierzu formuliert er einen Idealbegriff der Kodifikation und
entwickelt darauf aufbauend ein umfassendes Prufraster, mit dem der Mehrwert eines
Kodifikationsprojekts ermittelt werden kann. Durch Anwendung dieses Prufrasters weist der Autor
u.a. nach, dass in zentralen Bereichen des EU-Eigenverwaltungsrechts zahlreiche Gemeinsamkeiten
bestehen. Daran anknupfend unterbreitet er einen Regelungsvorschlag.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Hauptwerke der
Emotionssoziologie Konstanze Senge, Rainer Schiuitzeichel, 2012-12-02 Emotionen sind wichtig.
Wissenschaftler debattieren disziplineniibergreifend iiber die Bedeutung von Emotionen in zentralen
gesellschaftlichen Bereichen wie dem Finanz- und Wirtschaftsbereich, der Familie und der Religion,
der Politik und der Kunst sowie den Medien und der Unterhaltungsindustrie. Der Band ,Hauptwerke
der Emotionssoziologie” greift diesen ,emotional turn“ auf und stellt die wichtigen Arbeiten der
deutschen und der internationalen Emotionssoziologie und der philosophischen, psychologischen,
neurowissenschaftlichen und sozialwissenschaftlichen Emotionsforschung vor. Klassische Autoren
werden ebenso beriicksichtigt wie zeitgenossische Positionen, theoretische Konzepte ebenso wie
empirische Forschungen. Der Band mochte einen Uberblick iiber den aktuellen Forschungsstand
geben. Er eignet sich fiir die universitare Lehre wie auch fur das Selbststudium.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Staatsziele und
Staatszielbestimmungen Karl-Peter Sommermann, 1997

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Der homo



oeconomicus und seine Vorurteile Anja Watzenberg, 2014-08-19 Diese Arbeit untersucht in
positiver Hinsicht diskriminierende Entscheidungen und geht der Frage nach, ob und wie das
Vertragsrecht in diese Entscheidungen eingreifen kann. Ob ein zivilrechtliches
Benachteiligungsverbot auch normativ geboten und sinnvoll ist, wird im letzten Teil der Arbeit
erortert. Der Untersuchungsgegenstand ist hierbei der zivilrechtliche Regelungsbereich des AGG
und die zugrunde liegenden individuellen Entscheidungen. Er wird aus rechtswissenschaftlicher,
okonomischer und psychologischer Perspektive betrachtet.

bentham an introduction to the principles of morals and legislation: Normative
Bedeutung von Handlungsfolgen Stefan Hofmann, 2022-07-05 Die Folgen des menschlichen
Handelns sind fur die Ethik immer relevant. Dies gilt fur das Interagieren im familiaren Nahbereich
nicht anders als fur Phanomene des kollektiven Handelns wie z.B. den Klimaschutz. In dieser
Hinsicht stimmen die meisten zeitgenossischen Ethikerinnen und Ethikern uberein. Uneinigkeit
herrscht hinsichtlich der Frage, wie die Ethik die verschiedenen Arten von Folgen gewichten sollte:
Die einen vertreten die Ansicht, dass es der normativen Ethik primar um die wahrscheinlichen
Folgen gehen sollte, andere halten die tatsachlichen Folgen fur entscheidend. Offen ist auch,
inwiefern zwischen intendierten und nicht intendierten Folgen unterschieden werden muss. Der
Autor analysiert und diskutiert paradigmatische Ansatze des Utilitarismus und der katholischen
Moraltheologie: den direkten Konsequentialismus ].J.C. Smarts, den indirekten Konsequentialismus
Richard B. Brandts, den Proportionalismus Richard McCormicks und die Teleologie Bruno Schullers.
Vor dem Hintergrund scholastischer und zeitgenossischer Handlungstheorien wird ein
systematisches Konzept fur eine differenzierte Berucksichtigung der Handlungsfolgen in
praktisch-moralischen Urteilen entwickelt.
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