
general surgery certifying exam
General Surgery Certifying Exam: Navigating the Path to Board Certification

general surgery certifying exam is a pivotal milestone for surgeons who
aspire to demonstrate their expertise and commitment to high standards in the
field of general surgery. This exam not only validates years of rigorous
training but also serves as a gateway to board certification, which is
essential for career advancement, hospital privileges, and patient trust. For
many surgical residents and practicing surgeons alike, understanding the
structure, content, and preparation strategies for this exam can make all the
difference in achieving success.

What Is the General Surgery Certifying Exam?

The general surgery certifying exam is administered by the American Board of
Surgery (ABS) and represents the final step in the certification process
after completing an accredited residency program. It is designed to assess a
surgeon’s knowledge, clinical judgment, and ability to provide safe and
effective surgical care across a broad range of general surgery topics.

Passing this exam signifies that the surgeon meets rigorous standards and is
competent to practice independently. Beyond the exam itself, board
certification often influences professional reputation, eligibility for
certain hospital privileges, and sometimes even insurance panel
participation.

The Structure of the Exam

The certifying exam typically consists of two parts:

- **Written Qualifying Exam (QE):** This is usually taken during or shortly
after residency and focuses on foundational knowledge in general surgery.

- **Oral Certifying Exam (OCE):** Taken after passing the QE and completing
residency, the oral exam evaluates clinical acumen and decision-making
through case-based scenarios.

While the qualifying exam tests theoretical knowledge, the oral exam
challenges surgeons to apply their knowledge in real-life clinical
situations, assessing problem-solving skills, judgment under pressure, and
communication.



Key Topics Covered in the General Surgery
Certifying Exam

The exam covers a comprehensive array of topics, reflecting the diversity of
cases a general surgeon might encounter. Some of the core areas include:

- **Trauma and Critical Care:** Management of acute injuries and critically
ill surgical patients.
- **Surgical Oncology:** Principles of cancer surgery including staging and
resection techniques.
- **Endocrine Surgery:** Diseases of the thyroid, parathyroid, and adrenal
glands.
- **Vascular Surgery:** Basic vascular procedures and management of vascular
diseases.
- **Gastrointestinal Surgery:** Disorders of the esophagus, stomach,
intestines, liver, pancreas, and biliary tract.
- **Pediatric Surgery:** Common congenital anomalies and pediatric surgical
conditions.
- **Minimally Invasive Surgery:** Laparoscopic and robotic techniques.

Understanding the weight and depth of these topics helps candidates focus
their study efforts effectively.

Why In-Depth Knowledge Matters

The exam’s design ensures that certified surgeons are well-rounded and
prepared for the complexities of surgical practice. It’s not enough to
memorize facts; surgeons must think critically about patient care, weigh
risks and benefits, and tailor treatment plans to individual patient needs.

Effective Preparation Strategies for the
General Surgery Certifying Exam

Preparing for the general surgery certifying exam requires a disciplined
approach, combining knowledge acquisition with practical application.

Develop a Study Schedule

Given the breadth of material covered, creating a structured study plan is
essential. Break down topics into manageable sections and allocate time
weekly to review each area. Incorporating both reading and practice questions
helps solidify understanding.



Utilize High-Quality Resources

Several resources have proven invaluable for exam preparation:

- **ABS Core Curriculum:** The official guide outlines the key knowledge
areas.
- **Surgical Textbooks:** Standard texts like Schwartz’s Principles of
Surgery provide comprehensive coverage.
- **Question Banks:** Practice exams simulate the style and difficulty of the
test, helping identify weak areas.
- **Review Courses:** Many institutions and organizations offer intensive
review courses focusing on high-yield topics.

Practice Oral Exam Scenarios

Because the oral certifying exam is case-based, practicing with peers or
mentors can enhance your ability to think on your feet. Discussing clinical
cases aloud sharpens communication skills and builds confidence.

Stay Updated on Current Guidelines

Surgical guidelines and best practices evolve, so staying current with recent
literature, clinical trials, and ABS announcements is crucial. This
demonstrates your commitment to evidence-based care.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Many candidates face considerable stress and anxiety when approaching the
exam. The pressure to perform can be intense, but understanding common
hurdles can help mitigate these difficulties.

Managing Exam Day Stress

Mindfulness techniques, adequate rest, and positive visualization are
effective tools to reduce anxiety. Entering the exam room with a calm mindset
improves focus and decision-making.

Balancing Clinical Duties and Study

For surgeons still in practice or fellowship, juggling patient care and exam



prep can be overwhelming. Prioritizing and time management become essential.
Even short, focused study sessions can be productive if planned well.

Dealing with Knowledge Gaps

Identifying weak areas early through practice tests allows targeted revision.
Don’t hesitate to seek help from mentors or join study groups for support and
clarification.

The Importance of Board Certification in
General Surgery

Achieving certification through the general surgery certifying exam is more
than just a credential; it represents a commitment to excellence in patient
care. Board-certified surgeons often enjoy enhanced professional
opportunities, credibility among peers, and increased patient confidence.

Hospitals and surgical centers frequently require board certification for
granting privileges, and many insurance companies prefer working with board-
certified providers. Moreover, certification often aligns with maintenance of
certification (MOC) programs, fostering lifelong learning.

Maintaining Certification Beyond the Exam

Certification is not a one-time event. The ABS requires ongoing maintenance
through continuing medical education (CME), practice assessment, and periodic
exams. This ensures surgeons remain current with evolving surgical techniques
and standards.

Final Thoughts on the Journey Through the
General Surgery Certifying Exam

Preparing for and passing the general surgery certifying exam is undoubtedly
challenging, but it is a rewarding experience that marks a surgeon’s
transition from training to independent practice. By understanding the exam’s
structure, focusing on core topics, and adopting effective study strategies,
candidates can approach this milestone with confidence.

The exam is not just a test of knowledge but a reflection of the dedication
to patient safety, ethical practice, and surgical excellence that defines the
profession. For those embarking on this journey, every hour of preparation



brings them closer to joining the ranks of board-certified general surgeons
who make a profound difference in patients’ lives every day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the General Surgery Certifying Exam?
The General Surgery Certifying Exam is a comprehensive test administered by
the American Board of Surgery to assess the knowledge and skills of surgeons
seeking board certification in general surgery.

When should I take the General Surgery Certifying
Exam?
Candidates typically take the General Surgery Certifying Exam after
successfully completing their general surgery residency and passing the
qualifying exam, usually within a few years of finishing training.

What topics are covered in the General Surgery
Certifying Exam?
The exam covers a wide range of topics including preoperative,
intraoperative, and postoperative care, surgical anatomy, physiology,
pathology, and management of surgical diseases across various subspecialties.

How can I prepare effectively for the General
Surgery Certifying Exam?
Effective preparation includes reviewing core surgical textbooks, practicing
with question banks, attending review courses, and participating in study
groups to cover both theoretical knowledge and clinical scenarios.

What is the format of the General Surgery Certifying
Exam?
The exam is typically a multiple-choice test consisting of clinical vignettes
that assess decision-making, surgical knowledge, and patient management
skills.

How often is the General Surgery Certifying Exam
offered?
The exam is usually offered once a year, often in the spring, with specific
dates announced by the American Board of Surgery.



What is the passing score for the General Surgery
Certifying Exam?
The passing score varies and is determined by the American Board of Surgery
using a standard-setting process, but candidates are notified of their
results after the exam period.

What happens if I fail the General Surgery
Certifying Exam?
If a candidate fails the exam, they can typically retake it after a specified
waiting period; it is important to review weak areas and seek additional
preparation before retaking the exam.

Additional Resources
General Surgery Certifying Exam: A Comprehensive Professional Review

general surgery certifying exam serves as a pivotal milestone in the career
trajectory of surgeons, marking the transition from residency training to
board-certified professional practice. This rigorous examination evaluates
the competency, knowledge, and clinical judgment required to ensure safe and
effective surgical care. Given the critical role of the certifying exam in
credentialing, understanding its structure, preparation strategies, and
implications is essential for aspiring general surgeons and healthcare
institutions alike.

Understanding the General Surgery Certifying
Exam

The general surgery certifying exam is administered by the American Board of
Surgery (ABS) and is designed to assess the comprehensive knowledge and
clinical acumen of candidates who have completed accredited surgical training
programs. Passing this exam signifies that the surgeon meets established
standards of excellence and is qualified to independently practice general
surgery.

The exam typically follows successful completion of the Qualifying Exam, a
written test that evaluates a candidate’s grasp of surgical science and
clinical principles. The certifying exam itself is oral in format,
emphasizing real-time analytical thinking and decision-making skills that
reflect actual clinical scenarios encountered in surgical practice.



Exam Format and Content

The oral certifying exam is structured around multiple clinical cases
presented by a panel of experienced surgeons. Candidates are expected to
discuss diagnosis, management, operative techniques, and postoperative care
for each case. The examination spans a broad range of topics, including but
not limited to:

Abdominal surgery

Trauma and critical care

Vascular surgery

Bariatric procedures

Pediatric surgery

Oncologic surgery

Each case is designed to evaluate not only factual knowledge but also the
candidate’s ability to synthesize information, prioritize interventions, and
anticipate potential complications. This dynamic format challenges examinees
to demonstrate both depth and breadth of expertise.

Preparation Strategies for the General Surgery
Certifying Exam

Given the high stakes of the certifying exam, preparation requires a
multifaceted approach that extends beyond rote memorization. Successful
candidates often engage in comprehensive review programs, simulation
exercises, and peer discussions to hone their clinical reasoning and
communication skills.

Study Resources and Review Courses

Several specialized review courses and study guides are available to assist
candidates in navigating the complex content of the exam. These resources
typically offer case-based discussions, practice questions, and feedback
mechanisms that mirror the oral exam environment. Popular options include:

ABS-approved preparatory courses



Institutional mock oral exams

Board review books and clinical case compendiums

Online question banks and interactive modules

Incorporating diverse study materials helps candidates address knowledge gaps
and build confidence in articulating clinical decision-making processes.

Mock Oral Examinations

Mock oral exams simulate the pressure and unpredictability of the actual
certifying exam. They provide candidates with invaluable experience in
responding to spontaneous questions, defending clinical choices, and managing
time constraints. Feedback from faculty and peers during these sessions can
identify areas needing improvement and reduce exam-day anxiety.

Significance and Impact of Certification

Board certification in general surgery is more than a formality; it carries
substantial professional and public trust implications. Hospitals and
healthcare systems often require certification as a credential for surgical
privileges and employment. Additionally, certification may influence
reimbursement rates and opportunities for academic advancement.

Professional Credibility and Patient Safety

Certification assures patients and colleagues that a surgeon has met
nationally recognized standards of knowledge and skill. This standardization
contributes to improved patient safety outcomes and fosters continuous
professional development through maintenance of certification programs.

Comparative Overview: General Surgery vs. Other
Surgical Subspecialties

While the general surgery certifying exam focuses on a broad surgical skill
set, subspecialty boards—such as vascular surgery or pediatric surgery—have
their own certification processes tailored to their unique clinical domains.
The general surgery exam remains one of the most comprehensive, reflecting
the diverse nature of the specialty.



Challenges and Critiques of the General Surgery
Certifying Exam

Despite its recognized value, the certifying exam has faced scrutiny
regarding its format and accessibility. Critics argue that the oral exam’s
subjective nature may introduce variability in scoring, while others
highlight the financial and emotional burden placed on candidates.

Subjectivity and Examiner Variability

The oral exam depends heavily on examiner judgment, which can lead to
inconsistent evaluations. Efforts to standardize examiner training and
implement structured scoring rubrics aim to mitigate this issue, but some
variability remains inherent.

Cost and Accessibility

The financial cost of examination fees, travel, and preparation materials can
be substantial. Additionally, the time commitment required for preparation
may pose challenges for surgeons balancing clinical duties and personal
responsibilities.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

The landscape of surgical certification is evolving with technological
advancements and shifts in educational paradigms. Virtual oral exams,
enhanced simulation technologies, and competency-based assessments are
gaining traction as potential complements or alternatives to traditional
formats.

Integration of Simulation and Technology

Simulation-based assessments enable evaluation of technical skills and
clinical decision-making in controlled, reproducible settings. Incorporating
simulation into certification processes could enhance objectivity and broaden
the scope of evaluation beyond verbal responses.

Competency-Based Certification Models

The movement toward competency-based medical education emphasizes



demonstrable skills and outcomes rather than time-based training or singular
exams. This approach may eventually reshape how general surgery certification
is structured, focusing on longitudinal performance and continuous
assessment.

The general surgery certifying exam remains a cornerstone in validating the
expertise of surgeons across the United States. Its rigorous standards and
comprehensive evaluation aim to uphold the quality and safety of surgical
care. As the profession advances, ongoing dialogue and innovation will
continue to refine the certification process, balancing tradition with the
demands of modern surgical practice.

General Surgery Certifying Exam

  general surgery certifying exam: Passing the General Surgery Oral Board Exam Marc
Neff, Alec Beekley, Kahyun Yoon-Flannery, Asanthi Ratnasekera, 2025-03-03 One of the most
important exams in training of the surgeon is the certification exam, also known as the Board Exam.
It is mentioned at most weekly educational conferences in residency training programs, and many
examinees feel overwhelmed by the amount of material to prepare. The first edition of this text,
published in 2006, represented the first major text of its kind from a major medical publisher to
cover the topic of the Oral Boards in Surgery. It presented a structured approach to each surgical
topic: The Concept, Way the Question May Be Asked, How to Answer, Curve Balls, and Strikeouts.
The second edition, published in 2014, added several important surgical topics, included up-to-date
medical information, and provided a “Summary” section at the end of each topic. This third edition
provides an up-to-date review of the surgical topics covered, with several new topics added.
“Answers” to the “Curveballs” posed under each subject heading have been added, and flow charts
help guide the examinee's decision-making process and provide a structure for learning the material
and answering the questions posed. Designed to be used in conjunction with medical textbooks and
other study guides, Passing the General Surgery Oral Board Exam, Third Edition prepares
candidates to think on their feet and answer exam questions confidently and accurately. It is an
essential guide for surgical residents, fellows across the surgical subspecialties, and practicing
surgeons who are board eligible.
  general surgery certifying exam: General Surgery Residency Survival Guide Asanthi
Ratnasekera, Marc Neff, Kahyun Yoon-Flannery, Alec Beekley, 2023-03-27 There are over 250
surgical residencies in the United States. Most residents experience some degree of shock once they
start on the very first day, and the demands of residency are high. The current overall dropout rate
is 16%, and there is evidence for higher burnout rates, suicide rates, addiction rates and divorce
rates among all surgeons compared to other careers. There is therefore a critical need for the
education of resiliency during surgical residency and guidance on surviving this challenging portion
of their career. Unfortunately, the experiences of trial and error are the basis for survival, and
resiliency training is often overlooked as part of the traditional surgical training. This practical guide
is founded on many conversations with struggling general surgery residents and will have wide
appeal, utilizing these experiences via interviews with current residents at different residency
programs and covering an even wider variety of topics, with variable experiences based on differing
ages, races, sexes, and marital statuses. Each chapter begins with a topic and a brief introduction,
expansion on the topic based on their unique experiences, and then a concluding list of pearls to
remember and use in daily residency. The topics are broken down thematically into five main
sections, covering the breadth of residency experience and work/life balance: academics, clinical
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duties, life outside of work, leadership and ethics, and basic survival skills and self-care. Written by
current residents for current residents, General Surgery Residency Survival Guide will be a valuable
resource for everyone navigating this challenging portion of their medical career.
  general surgery certifying exam: Passing the General Surgery Oral Board Exam Marc A. Neff,
2006-06-08 Dr. Neff writes in the preface, I thought about what I had done to prepare for the Exam:
two review courses, flashcards, a variety of texts. I realized, however, there is no source of
information that tells you what the wrong answers are...what are the curveballs likely to be thrown
at you during the exam. After realizing that he had done all he could have as a student in
preparation for the exam, it became apparent to Dr. Neff that the real problem was that he was
merely memorizing material for the exam and not preparing for what will appear. Passing the
General Surgery Oral Board Exam offers this to students by not only covering the concepts
frequently addressed on the test, but it also includes the common curveballs and strikeouts to look
out for – the unexpected problem or seemingly benign action (or inaction) that could result in a
missed diagnosis or misdiagnosis (and thus in failure to pass the exam).
  general surgery certifying exam: Current Surgical Therapy - E-Book John L. Cameron,
Andrew M. Cameron, 2022-11-16 An essential resource for written, oral, and recertifying board
study, as well as an excellent reference for everyday clinical practice, Current Surgical Therapy,
14th Edition, provides trusted, authoritative advice on today's best treatment and management
options for general surgery. Residents and practitioners alike appreciate the concise, highly
formatted approach to each topic, as well as the practical, hands-on advice on selecting and
implementing current surgical approaches from today's preeminent general surgeons. This highly
regarded text remains the only surgical reference of its kind, offering a complete array of topics and
delivering just the key facts. - Covers virtually every problem that a general surgeon may encounter,
synthesizing vast amounts of information into concise, digestible chapters. - Provides thoroughly
updated information throughout, including focused revisions to the most in-demand topics. -
Presents each topic using the same easy-to-follow format: disease presentation, pathophysiology,
diagnostics, and surgical therapy. - Includes eight all-new surgical videos covering enteral stents in
the treatment of colonic obstruction; multiple management approaches to spigelian, obturator, and
lumbar hernias; spontaneous and secondary pneumothorax, and acute mesenteric ischemia. -
Features more than 2,000 illustrations—line drawings, graphs, algorithms, clinical/operative
photographs, micrographs, and radiological images—including hundreds new to this edition. -
Integrates minimally invasive surgical techniques, basic science, and critical care aspects of surgical
practice throughout. - Discusses which approach to take, how to avoid or minimize complications,
and what outcomes to expect. - Provides a quick, efficient review prior to surgery and when
preparing for surgical boards and ABSITEs. - Enhanced eBook version included with purchase. Your
enhanced eBook allows you to access all of the text, figures, and references from the book on a
variety of devices.
  general surgery certifying exam: Building a Clinical Practice Tracy S. Wang, Adam W.
Beck, 2020-01-01 This book provides an overview of the unique aspects related to a university based
clinical practice. The development of relationships with senior colleagues and referring providers,
building multidisciplinary programs within an academic institution, financing of academic medicine,
and issues specific to the speciality are discussed. Building a Clinical Practice aims to highlight the
importance of developing a successful clinical practice in an academic setting and to help guide
readers through the challenges associated with that process. This book is relevant to senior surgical
trainees and young surgical faculty who are facing the challenges associated with developing a
clinical practice.
  general surgery certifying exam: The Practical Study Guide for the Surgical
Technologist Certification Exam Cst As Joseph J. Rios, Joseph J. Rios, 2008-08-18 This study
contains sample questions that have historically been used in prior exams in an effort to familiarize
the user in understanding the exam structure. In addition this study guide contains two (2)
175-question practice exams that will assist the user in understanding the strengths and



weaknesses--T.p.
  general surgery certifying exam: A Surgeon's Path Kahyun Yoon-Flannery, Carla Fisher,
Marc Neff, 2018-07-30 This text provides a comprehensive review of what comes after the
completion of a general surgery residency, and will serve as a valuable resource for those surgeons,
residents, and medical students interested in a career in general surgery. This book reviews several
areas of fellowships and how to navigate through the application process, provide a guide for finding
a job, negotiating through your first position, and also discusses other difficult topics such as how to
deal with malpractice lawsuits. All chapters are written by experts who have gone through the
various processes.
  general surgery certifying exam: The Surgical Oncology Review Aryan Meknat M.D.,
2022-06-20 Surgical Oncology, in the context of General Surgery, can account for some of the more
difficult questions on the ABSITE and the American Board of Surgery Qualifying exam. This topic is
often difficult to study for because of the lack of a singular resource to draw from. The material is
delivered in confusing algorithms, in the middle or end of dense textbook chapters, or else merely
glossed over in review books. This is unfortunate because as general surgery residents we need to
have surgical oncologic knowledge at our fingertips. This is an organized and concise review of
Surgical Oncology, as it pertains to General Surgery. This review provides applicable screening
guidelines/pertinent diagnostic tests/need-to-know staging, a comprehensive list of tumor markers
and genetic mutations, and indications for surgery/neoadjuvant & adjuvant therapy/palliative
therapy. Revised and up to date content that will allow you to spend more time studying and save
you from searching for the latest guidelines.
  general surgery certifying exam: The Surgical Handbook Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-06
**The Surgical Handbook** is the definitive guide to surgical care. It provides comprehensive
coverage of all aspects of surgery, from preoperative evaluation to postoperative care. This book is
written by a team of experienced surgeons who have dedicated their careers to providing the
highest quality of care to their patients. **The Surgical Handbook** is divided into 10 chapters, each
of which covers a different aspect of surgical care. The chapters are organized in a logical sequence,
so that readers can easily find the information they need. The chapters cover the following topics: *
Perioperative Care * Surgical Procedures * Formulary * Reference Data * Specialized Protocols in
Surgery * Ethical Considerations * Surgical Technology * Surgical Nursing * Surgical Nutrition *
Surgical Research **The Surgical Handbook** is written in a clear and concise style, making it easy
to read and understand. It is also well-illustrated, with numerous diagrams and photographs that
help to explain the concepts discussed in the text. **The Surgical Handbook** is an essential
resource for anyone who wants to stay up-to-date on the latest surgical techniques and technologies.
It is a valuable tool for surgeons, nurses, physician assistants, and other healthcare professionals
who care for surgical patients. This book is also an excellent resource for patients who want to learn
more about the surgical procedures they are undergoing. It can help patients to understand what to
expect before, during, and after surgery. We hope that you find **The Surgical Handbook** to be a
valuable resource. We encourage you to use it to improve your knowledge of surgical care and to
provide the best possible care to your patients. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  general surgery certifying exam: Endocrine Surgery Comprehensive Board Exam Guide
Alexander L. Shifrin, Marco Raffaelli, Gregory W. Randolph, Oliver Gimm, 2022-01-19 Every surgical
subspecialty has been rapidly developing with establishment of the board certification. The Division
of Endocrine Surgery (DES) of the European Board of Surgery has defined the curriculum for
Endocrine Surgery to include thyroid, parathyroid, adrenal and GEP-NET surgery, and handles
accreditation in Endocrine Surgery. The first examinations in Endocrine Surgery in Europe have
been introduced in 2003. The main goal of the exam is to maintain a uniform and high standard of
endocrine surgical professionalism across the Europe. This book was completed with the expectation
that it would benefit all European surgeons looking to be certified in Endocrine Surgery.
Additionally, surgeons from the United States and other non-EU countries we hope will also benefit
from this book. There is a need for a specialized book that reviews evidence based endocrine surgery



that aligns itself with current curriculum standards in the field. The book contains knowledge that is
expected to be known on the board examination of the DES. In general, chapters start with a
patient’s case followed by questions. The subsequent comprehensive yet concise main text provides
all the information needed for a successful DES exam and cites important references. After the
patient case and questions, the text goes on to define the condition, the standard of care approach to
establish the diagnosis, perform diagnostic tests of choice, review evidence-based treatment options
including medical therapy, preparation for surgery. The chapters conclude with follow up care and
long term outcomes. The topics discussed within this book closely follow the curriculum of the
European Board of Surgery Examination. Written by experts in the field, Endocrine Surgery
Comprehensive Board Exam Guide is a valuable source of preparation for the Endocrine Surgery
examination and brings Endocrine Surgery to a higher level of expertise by helping to raise the
standard of training for future endocrine surgeons.
  general surgery certifying exam: Education and the General Surgeon, An Issue of
Surgical Clinics, E-Book Paul J. Schenarts, 2021-07-09 Education and the General Surgeon, An
Issue of Surgical Clinics, E-Book
  general surgery certifying exam: Comprehensive Healthcare Simulation: Surgery and
Surgical Subspecialties Dimitrios Stefanidis, James R. Korndorffer Jr., Robert Sweet, 2019-01-05
This pragmatic book is a guide for the use of simulation in surgery and surgical subspecialties,
including general surgery, urology, gynecology, cardiothoracic and vascular surgery, orthopedics,
ophthalmology, and otolaryngology. It offers evidence-based recommendations for the application of
simulation in surgery and addresses procedural skills training, clinical decision-making and team
training, and discusses the future of surgical simulation. Readers are introduced to the different
simulation modalities and technologies used in surgery with a variety of learners including students,
residents, practicing surgeons, and other health-related professionals.
  general surgery certifying exam: A How To Guide For Medical Students Michael J. Englesbe,
Michael O. Meyers, 2016-11-17 This book will be a ‘how to’ guide for medical students interested in
pursuing a career in academic surgery. It will discuss personal traits and rationale for going into
academic surgery. It will review accomplishments as a medical student that are key components of
beginning an academic career and highlight what makes a student competitive for a surgical
program. Sections will be devoted to mentorship, research experience and personal experiences that
lead to success. The editors will also focus on gender and work-life balance issues that often are
perceived as barriers to a career in academic surgery. It will also provide key dates and sample
application information for students to use as templates.
  general surgery certifying exam: Clinical Review of Surgery , 2008-01-01
  general surgery certifying exam: Fundamentals of General Surgery Francesco Palazzo,
2018-06-26 This book provides a comprehensive guide to the surgical skills required during general
surgery. General Concepts are covered with descriptions of basic terminology, the logic behind
specific approaches, limitations of specific skills, technical and practical considerations, and safety
of using specific approaches and skills. More advanced topics including gastro-intestinal
anastomosis, exploring a patient after a major trauma, and managing crisis situations are also
discussed, as well as current controversies and future directions within general surgery.
Fundamentals of General Surgery is relevant to trainees in general surgery and its subspecialties,
and aims to give them an easy to access resource that contains real life examples, iconography, and
recommended further reading.
  general surgery certifying exam: Operative Endoscopic and Minimally Invasive Surgery
Daniel B. Jones, Steven Schwaitzberg, M.D., 2019-03-07 This is a new reference edited by two
leading authorities in the field of minimally invasive surgery that differentiates itself from other
similar titles by providing a stronger emphasis on incorporating newer technologies. The book
discussed the incorporation of flexible endoscopy into surgical practice, harvesting the expertise of
gastroenterologists and surgical endoscopists. It also discusses minimally invasive operative
procedures such as laparoscopically assisted vaginal hysterectomy.



  general surgery certifying exam: Assessment in Health Professions Education Rachel
Yudkowsky, Yoon Soo Park, Steven M. Downing, 2019-07-26 Assessment in Health Professions
Education, second edition, provides a comprehensive guide for educators in the health
professions—medicine, dentistry, nursing, pharmacy, and allied health fields. This second edition has
been extensively revised and updated by leaders in the field. Part I of the book presents an
introduction to assessment fundamentals and their theoretical underpinnings from the perspective
of the health professions. Part II covers specific assessment methods, with a focus on validity, best
practices, challenges, and practical guidelines for the effective implementation of successful
assessment programs. Part III addresses special topics and recent innovative approaches, including
narrative assessment, situational judgment tests, programmatic assessment, mastery learning
settings, and the key features approach. This accessible text addresses the essential concepts for the
health professions educator and provides the background needed to understand, interpret, develop,
and effectively implement assessment methods.
  general surgery certifying exam: Complications in Surgery Michael W. Mulholland, Gerard
M. Doherty, 2006 This volume offers authoritative, evidence-based recommendations for preventing
and managing complications in all current general surgery procedures. The opening sections discuss
institutional risk management issues and risks common to all operations, such as wound healing
problems, infection, shock, and complications in immunosuppressed patients. Subsequent sections
focus on complications of specific procedures in thoracic, vascular, gastric, endocrine, breast, and
oncologic surgery, as well as organ transplantation and pediatric surgery. For each procedure, the
authors discuss surgical goals, expected outcomes, preoperative identification of risk factors,
intraoperative technique, and postoperative risk. Numerous decision-making algorithms, drawings of
techniques, and tables complement the text.
  general surgery certifying exam: The General Surgeon's Guide to Passing the Oral Boards
Shelby Reiter, Danielle Hayes, 2024-03-08 A comprehensive, accessible study resource for the
general surgery oral boards Preparing for the American Board of Surgery certifying exam can be
daunting. Based on the ACS curriculum outline, The General Surgeon’s Guide to Passing the Oral
Boards is an invaluable tool for maximizing your study time. The unique format makes this book
optimal for quick referencing and self-study. The table of contents is broken down by organ system
and surgical sub-specialties. Topics on the curriculum are categorized as either core or advanced.
Each chapter begins with a list of topics. And each disease process is covered along with the
relevant points of the history and physical, work-up, staging, treatment options, key surgical steps,
and post-operative care. Designed as a tool to study for the oral boards, this is also an ideal quick
reference guide for residents and practicing surgeons looking to brush up on procedural steps or the
work up of complex conditions.
  general surgery certifying exam: Practical Simulation in Urology Chandra Shekhar Biyani,
Ben Van Cleynenbreugel, Alexandre Mottrie, 2022-05-05 This book provides a detailed overview of a
range of simulation models that have been developed which are applicable to urology. Chapters
feature critical analysis of techniques including synthetic bench top models, computer-assisted
virtual reality and box simulators. Furthermore, details of best practice, the latest innovations and
guidance on how to select potential low-cost options is provided, enabling the reader to
systematically develop a thorough understanding of the subject. Practical Simulation in Urology is a
comprehensive resource that critically analyses the latest simulation techniques that are applicable
in urology, making it an ideal resource for the practicing and trainee urologist seeking an up-to-date
overview on the subject.
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