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**Exploring "East of the West: A Country in Stories" by Miroslav Penkov**

east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov is not just a mouthful of words; it
encapsulates a poignant literary journey into the heart of Eastern Europe through the eyes of
Bulgarian-American writer Miroslav Penkov. This collection of short stories, titled *East of the West:
A Country in Stories*, offers readers a vivid, deeply human exploration of life in post-communist
Bulgaria, blending cultural history with universal themes of identity, belonging, and change.

If you’re intrigued by Eastern European literature or love stories that paint a nuanced portrait of a
society in flux, Penkov’s work stands out as an essential read. In this article, we’ll dive into what
makes *East of the West: A Country in Stories* a remarkable collection, explore its themes, and
unpack the literary craftsmanship that has earned Penkov critical acclaim.

Who is Miroslav Penkov?

Before delving into the book itself, understanding the author’s background enriches the reading
experience. Miroslav Penkov was born and raised in Bulgaria before moving to the United States.
His bicultural perspective allows him to write with authenticity and empathy about Eastern
European life and the immigrant experience.

Penkov's writing style is often praised for its lyrical prose and subtle humor, which bring to life the
complexities of everyday people navigating a rapidly changing world. His short stories reveal the
tension between tradition and modernity, East and West, hope and disillusionment.

Overview of *East of the West: A Country in Stories*

Miroslav Penkov’s *East of the West* is a collection of nine stories that collectively paint a portrait of
Bulgaria in the aftermath of communism’s fall. The title itself suggests a geographical and
metaphorical space “east of the west,” capturing the liminal existence of Eastern European
countries caught between two worlds.

Thematic Depth and Cultural Context

The stories in *East of the West* are deeply rooted in the cultural and historical backdrop of
Bulgaria, yet their themes resonate universally. Penkov explores:

- **Displacement and Identity:** Characters often grapple with a sense of belonging, whether
through emigration, returning home, or confronting their past.
- **Change and Nostalgia:** The transition from communism to capitalism brings uncertainty and



opportunity, but also loss and longing for a simpler time.
- **Family and Community:** Intimate portraits of family dynamics showcase love, conflict, and
generational divides.
- **The Everyday and the Extraordinary:** Penkov masterfully finds moments of beauty, humor, and
tragedy in ordinary lives.

Stylistic Elements and Narrative Techniques

One reason *East of the West: A Country in Stories* stands out in contemporary literature is
Penkov’s skillful narrative approach. His prose is spare yet evocative, often weaving subtle
symbolism and lyrical descriptions that linger in the reader’s mind.

Penkov employs multiple perspectives and narrative voices, which allows him to explore different
facets of Bulgarian life, from rural villages to urban settings. This variety enriches the collection,
providing a multifaceted view rather than a single narrative thread.

Key Stories and Their Significance

While all nine stories are compelling, a few stand out for their emotional depth and thematic
strength.

"East of the West"

The titular story delves into the concept of geographical and cultural liminality. It presents
characters caught between worlds—Eastern traditions and Western influences—highlighting the
complexities of identity in post-communist Bulgaria. The narrative explores how history and politics
shape personal lives in subtle but profound ways.

"Buying Lenin"

This story reflects on the legacy of communism through the lens of a man attempting to sell a statue
of Lenin. It’s a poignant meditation on history’s physical and psychological remnants, and how
individuals reconcile with their country’s past.

"Cat in a Red Dress"

This haunting tale combines folklore and contemporary life, showcasing Penkov’s ability to blend the
mystical with the mundane. It reflects on loss, memory, and the blurred lines between reality and
myth, a common motif in Eastern European storytelling.



Why *East of the West* Matters in Contemporary
Literature

In today’s global literary landscape, *East of the West: A Country in Stories* fills a unique space by
bringing Eastern European voices to a wider audience. While much of Western literature focuses on
familiar cultural contexts, Penkov invites readers to experience the nuances of a region often
overlooked or stereotyped.

His stories humanize a part of the world often reduced to headlines or clichés, offering instead
complex characters and richly textured settings. This approach fosters empathy and understanding,
bridging cultural divides through storytelling.

The Immigrant Perspective

Penkov’s own experience as an immigrant informs much of his work. The tension between homeland
and adopted country appears subtly throughout the stories, reflecting broader themes of migration
and globalization. For readers interested in immigrant narratives or transnational literature, *East of
the West* offers valuable insights into the emotional landscape of displacement.

How to Approach Reading *East of the West: A Country
in Stories*

If you’re new to Miroslav Penkov or Eastern European literature, here are some tips to enhance your
reading experience:

1. **Embrace the Cultural Nuances:** Some stories include references to Bulgarian history,
traditions, and social norms. A little background research can deepen your appreciation but isn’t
necessary to enjoy the narratives.
2. **Read Slowly:** Penkov’s prose is subtle and layered. Taking your time allows you to savor the
language and uncover the emotional undercurrents.
3. **Reflect on the Themes:** Many stories invite contemplation about identity, change, and
memory. Pausing to think about how these themes resonate with your own experiences can make
the reading more personal.
4. **Discuss with Others:** If possible, join a book club or online forum focusing on this collection.
Sharing interpretations can reveal new dimensions to Penkov’s work.

Where to Find *East of the West* and Related Works

*East of the West: A Country in Stories* is widely available in bookstores and online retailers, both in
print and digital formats. Libraries with a focus on world literature or immigrant narratives may also
carry the collection.



For readers who appreciate Penkov’s style, exploring his other works, such as the novel *Stork
Mountain*, can provide further immersion into Eastern European culture and storytelling.

Complementary Eastern European Literature

To broaden your understanding of the region’s literature, consider authors like:

- **Andrei Makine** (Russia/France)
- **Dubravka Ugrešić** (Croatia)
- **Herta Müller** (Romania/Germany)
- **Ismail Kadare** (Albania)

These writers, like Penkov, often explore themes of identity, history, and cultural transition,
enriching the tapestry of post-communist literature.

---

Miroslav Penkov’s *East of the West: A Country in Stories* offers a rare and compelling glimpse into
a world “east of the west.” Through finely crafted narratives, the book invites readers to connect
with the universal human experiences that transcend borders, while also celebrating the
distinctiveness of Bulgarian life and culture. Whether you are a seasoned reader of international
fiction or a newcomer eager to explore new voices, Penkov’s collection is a meaningful and
memorable literary journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'East of the West: A Country in Stories' by Miroslav
Penkov about?
It is a collection of short stories by Miroslav Penkov that explores life in Bulgaria and Eastern
Europe, blending personal narratives with historical and cultural insights.

Who is Miroslav Penkov, the author of 'East of the West'?
Miroslav Penkov is a Bulgarian-American writer known for his poignant storytelling and exploration
of Eastern European themes in his works, including his acclaimed collection 'East of the West: A
Country in Stories.'

What themes are commonly explored in 'East of the West: A
Country in Stories'?
The collection delves into themes such as identity, displacement, the legacy of communism, family
dynamics, and the clash between tradition and modernity in Eastern Europe.



Why is 'East of the West: A Country in Stories' considered
significant in contemporary literature?
It offers a rare and authentic perspective on Eastern European life and history through compelling
storytelling, contributing to greater cultural understanding and literary diversity.

Has 'East of the West: A Country in Stories' received any
notable awards or recognition?
Yes, the collection has been praised by critics and was a finalist for the 2014 Flaherty-Dunnan First
Novel Prize, highlighting Penkov's talent as a debut author.

Where can readers find 'East of the West: A Country in Stories'
by Miroslav Penkov?
The book is available in major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and can also be found in
many public and university libraries.

Additional Resources
East of the West: A Country in Stories by Miroslav Penkov – An In-Depth Literary Exploration

east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov is a compelling collection of short stories
that delves into the nuanced realities of Eastern European life, particularly focusing on Bulgaria’s
complex identity amidst shifting political and cultural landscapes. Miroslav Penkov’s debut
collection, first published in 2011, has garnered critical acclaim for its evocative prose and insightful
portrayal of a region often overlooked in Western literary circles. This article provides an analytical
review of Penkov’s work, exploring its thematic depth, narrative style, and cultural significance
while integrating relevant keywords such as Bulgarian literature, Eastern European short stories,
and post-communist narratives.

Contextualizing "East of the West: A Country in
Stories"

Miroslav Penkov’s "East of the West: A Country in Stories" situates itself firmly within the tradition
of post-communist literature, offering readers a window into the everyday lives and existential
dilemmas faced by individuals in Bulgaria—a country grappling with its past and uncertain future.
The title itself is a poignant reflection on Bulgaria's geographic and metaphorical position,
straddling the divide between East and West, tradition and modernity.

The stories are set against a backdrop of political upheaval, economic transition, and cultural
hybridity. Penkov’s narratives provide a textured portrait of a society in flux, capturing the
contradictions and tensions that arise when old world values collide with new aspirations. This
collection does not merely recount historical events but instead focuses on intimate human
experiences, making it an essential work for those interested in Eastern European storytelling and



contemporary Bulgarian culture.

Thematic Exploration: Identity, Displacement, and Memory

One of the most striking features of "East of the West" is its preoccupation with identity. Penkov
masterfully explores how characters navigate the liminal space between their heritage and the
pressures of modernization. Many stories examine displacement—both physical and
psychological—as individuals migrate, whether within Bulgaria or abroad, in search of better
opportunities or a sense of belonging.

Memory plays a crucial role in shaping these narratives. The lingering shadows of communism and
the Soviet influence are palpable, often surfacing through characters’ recollections and family
histories. Penkov’s approach to memory is subtle yet profound, revealing how past traumas and
cultural legacies continue to influence the present.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

Penkov’s prose is notable for its clarity and lyrical beauty, striking a balance between poetic
description and straightforward storytelling. This accessible yet richly textured writing style brings
authenticity to the characters’ voices and settings. His use of detail—whether the harshness of rural
landscapes or the claustrophobia of urban life—immerses the reader in the sensory and emotional
world of Bulgaria.

The stories in "East of the West" often employ a minimalist structure, with understated but powerful
endings that invite reflection rather than offering neat resolutions. This narrative choice mirrors the
complexities of the post-communist experience, where ambiguity and uncertainty are enduring
themes.

Comparative Perspectives: Penkov Among Eastern
European Writers

When examining "east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov" within the broader canon of
Eastern European literature, it is worthwhile to consider how his work compares to contemporaries
and predecessors. Writers such as Herta Müller, Dubravka Ugrešić, and Andrzej Stasiuk have
similarly tackled themes of identity, displacement, and the legacy of communism.

What sets Penkov apart is his focus on Bulgaria—a country less represented in English-language
literature—and his ability to humanize geopolitical issues through intimate storytelling. His
narratives resonate with universal questions about belonging and change, while remaining firmly
rooted in the specific cultural and historical context of the Balkans.



Pros and Cons of the Collection

Pros:

Authentic portrayal of Bulgarian life and culture.

Evocative and lyrical prose that appeals to a broad readership.

Insightful exploration of post-communist identity and memory.

Diverse characters that reflect a wide socio-economic spectrum.

Cons:

Some readers may find the minimalist endings ambiguous or unresolved.

The collection’s regional focus might limit immediate relatability for audiences
unfamiliar with Eastern Europe.

Occasional reliance on cultural and historical references that require contextual
knowledge.

The Cultural Significance and Reception

"East of the West" has been celebrated for bringing Bulgarian voices to an international readership,
contributing to a more nuanced understanding of Eastern European narratives. The collection won
the 2011 PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize for debut short story collection, highlighting its literary
merit.

Critics often praise Penkov for his ability to navigate the tension between the personal and political,
crafting stories that resonate beyond their immediate setting. His work challenges stereotypes about
Eastern Europe, presenting it not as a monolithic "other" but as a complex, evolving region with
diverse experiences.

Impact on Bulgarian and Diaspora Literature

Penkov’s stories have also influenced contemporary Bulgarian writers and those in the diaspora,
encouraging a more introspective and experimental approach to storytelling. His success abroad has
helped spotlight Bulgarian literature on the global stage, fostering greater interest in the country’s



cultural production.

Moreover, "east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov" serves as a valuable resource for
scholars and readers interested in post-communist transitions, migration studies, and the
intersections of history and literature.

Key Takeaways for Readers and Scholars

For those engaging with "East of the West," it is important to appreciate the collection’s layered
narratives and the ways in which they reflect broader socio-political dynamics. Penkov’s work invites
readers to consider:

How personal histories intersect with national and regional identities.1.

The role of memory in shaping individual and collective consciousness.2.

The complexities of post-communist transformation in Eastern Europe.3.

The universal search for belonging amidst cultural dislocation.4.

This analytical lens not only enriches one’s reading experience but also situates Penkov’s stories
within ongoing conversations about globalization, migration, and cultural hybridity.

As "east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov" continues to reach new audiences, its
relevance endures, offering a poignant testament to the resilience and humanity of those living at
the crossroads of history and geography.

East Of The West A Country In Stories Miroslav Penkov

  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: East of the West Miroslav Penkov,
2011-08-04 A grandson tries to buy the corpse of Lenin on eBay for his Communist grandfather. A
failed wunderkind steals a golden cross from an Orthodox church. A boy meets his cousin (the love
of his life) once every five years in the river that divides their village into east and west. These are
Miroslav Penkov's strange, unexpectedly moving visions of his home country, Bulgaria, and they are
the stories that make up his charming, deeply felt debut collection. In EAST OF THE WEST, Penkov
writes with great empathy of centuries of tumult; his characters mourn the way things were and
long for things that will never be. But even as they wrestle with the weight of history, with the debt
to family, with the pangs of exile, the stories in EAST OF THE WEST are always light on their feet,
animated by Penkov's unmatched eye for the absurd.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: East of the West Miroslav Penkov,
2011-06-21 Collects stories inspired by the author's native Bulgaria, including the tales of a
grandson who tries to buy Lenin's corpse on eBay for his grandfather and a boy who meets a cousin
every five years on the river that divides their village.

https://coloursskateboarding.com/archive-th-116/east-of-the-west-a-country-in-stories-miroslav-penkov.pdf


  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: East of the West Miroslav Penkov,
2011-06-21 A grandson tries to buy the corpse of Lenin on eBay for his Communist grandfather. A
failed wunderkind steals a golden cross from an Orthodox church. A boy meets his cousin (the love
of his life) once every five years in the river that divides their village into east and west. These are
Miroslav Penkov's strange, unexpectedly moving visions of his home country, Bulgaria, and they are
the stories that make up his beguiling and deeply felt debut. In East of the West, Penkov writes with
great empathy of centuries of tumult; his characters mourn the way things were and long for things
that will never be. But even as they wrestle with the weight of history, with the debt to family, with
the pangs of exile, the stories in East of the West are always light on their feet, animated by
Penkov's unmatched eye for the absurd.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: The PEN O. Henry Prize Stories 2012
Laura Furman, 2012-04-17 The PEN/O. Henry Prize Stories 2012 gathers twenty of the best short
stories of the year, selected from thousands published in literary magazines. These remarkable
stories explore the boundaries of the imagination in settings as various as an army training camp in
China, the salt mines of Detroit, a divided Balkan town, and the eye of a hurricane. Also included are
essays from the eminent jurors on their favorite stories, observations from the winners on what
inspired them, and an extensive resource list of magazines.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: The Best American Nonrequired
Reading 2013 Dave Eggers, 2013 Presents literature from mainstream and alternative American
periodicals, including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: The Routledge Handbook of Literary
Translingualism Steven G. Kellman, Natasha Lvovich, 2021-09-30 Though it might seem as modern
as Samuel Beckett, Joseph Conrad, and Vladimir Nabokov, translingual writing - texts by authors
using more than one language or a language other than their primary one - has an ancient pedigree.
The Routledge Handbook of Literary Translingualism aims to provide a comprehensive overview of
translingual literature in a wide variety of languages throughout the world, from ancient to modern
times. The volume includes sections on: translingual genres - with chapters on memoir, poetry,
fiction, drama, and cinema ancient, medieval, and modern translingualism global perspectives -
chapters overseeing European, African, and Asian languages Combining chapters from lead
specialists in the field, this volume will be of interest to scholars, graduate students, and advanced
undergraduates interested in investigating the vibrant area of translingual literature. Attracting
scholars from a variety of disciplines, this interdisciplinary and pioneering Handbook will advance
current scholarship of the permutations of languages among authors throughout time.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Eastern Europeans in
Contemporary Literature and Culture Vedrana Veličković, 2019-04-08 Eastern Europeans in
Contemporary Literature and Culture: Imagining New Europe provides a comprehensive study of the
way in which contemporary writers, filmmakers, and the media have represented the recent
phenomenon of Eastern European migration to the UK and Western Europe following the
enlargement of the EU in the 21st century, the social and political changes after the fall of
communism, and the Brexit vote. Exploring the recurring figures of Eastern Europeans as a new
reservoir of cheap labour, the author engages with a wide range of both mainstream and neglected
authors, films, and programmes, including Rose Tremain, John Lanchester, Marina Lewycka, Polly
Courtney, Dubravka Ugrešić, Kapka Kassabova, Kwame Kwei-Armah, Mike Phillips, It’s a Free
World, Gypo, Britain’s Hardest Workers, The Poles are Coming, and Czech Dream. Analyzing the
treatment of Eastern Europeans as builders, fruit pickers, nannies, and victims of sextrafficking, and
ways of resisting the stereotypes, this is an important intervention into debates about Europe,
migration, and postcommunist transition to capitalism, as represented in multiple contemporary
cultural texts.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Heiliger Buchstabe, heillose Zeiten
Thomas Frahm, 2019-05-07 Der Titel des Buches verweist auf zweierlei: Wie wichtig Literatur für
Bulgarien ist und wie gefährdet sie durch die politisch-historischen Umstände stets war. Ziel des



Buches ist es, dem Leser Bulgarien als Kulturnation und Literaturland zu erschließen, auch durch
eine Vielzahl von Textbeispielen, Quellen und Zitaten, die meist erstmalig in deutscher Übersetzung
hier zugänglich werden. Die Gliederung folgt dem Prinzip der Annäherung: Zuerst eine bulgarische
Literaturgeschichte, die sich ausführlich mit Kyrill und Method, dem allerersten auf kyrillisch
gedruckten Buch und der bulgarischen Aufklärung befasst. Besonderes Augenmerk widmet der
Autor der Literatur des 20. Jh. zwischen Kriegen, Repression und Modernisierungsstreben. Im
zweiten Teil folgen essayistische Streifzüge durch die neuere bulgarische Belletristik. Im dritten Teil
folgen Roman-Gutachten, aufgenommen nach dem Kriterium, ob und wieviel sie zur Kenntnis
Bulgariens beitragen. Der vierte Teil bringt Texte über einen Erzähler, der den Autor mehr
beschäftigt hat als jeder andere Schriftsteller, nicht nur Bulgariens: Vladimir Zarev. Denn dessen
Erzählkunst führt vor, was wir uns unter einem bulgarischen Fest vorstellen könnten. Der
vorliegende Band setzt sich zum Ziel, Verständniszusammenhänge zu schaffen, die nötig sind, damit
sich die Neugier auf Bulgarien als Literaturland lohnt. Gerade weil Bulgarien lange Zeit umkämpfte
Etappe zwischen Okzident und Orient war, trägt seine Entwicklung zur Erhellung von Geschichte
und Kultur Europas bei. Ein vergleichender, nicht gleichmacherischer Blick war leitend bei der
Niederschrift dieser Texte.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: BULGARICA 2 Sigrun Comati, Raiko
Krauß, Helmut W. Schaller, 2018-11-05 Ingo Endrick Lankau: Begrüßung Beiträge: Dietmar Endler:
Bulgaren und Bulgarien in deutscher Trivialliteratur. Ein Nachtrag: Kurt Aram Thomas Frahm: Zur
Lage der bulgarischen Literatur in deutscher Übersetzung nach der Wende. Mit einer Bibliographie
seit 1990 erschienener Titel Helmut W. Schaller Bulgarien in Deutschland Anfang des 20.
Jahrhunderts: Unbekannte und vergessene deutsche Publikationen Helmut W. Schaller: Die heutige
bulgarische Sprache und ihre lexikalischen Ressourcen Ingo Endrick Lankau: Die Balkanroute. Ein
Blick zurück in die Zukunft, eine retrofuturistische Betrachtung Helmut W. Schaller: Arthur Dix
(1875–1935): Zwischen zwei Welten – Bulgarien in der Völkerbrücke des Balkans Helmut W.
Schaller: Die „Deutsch-Bulgarische Gesellschaft in München“ im 20. Jahrhundert Snejanka Bauer
Nicola Michailow. Ein vergessener bulgarisch-deutscher Malerfürst Aktuelles: Sigrun Comati: Eine
Freundschaftsvereinbarung zwischen Seeheim-Jugenheim und Karlovo fördert die Beziehungen
zwischen Deutschland und Bulgarien Sigrun Comati: Grußwort der Deutsch-Bulgarischen
Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Beziehungen zwischen Deutschland und Bulgarien e. V. anlässlich
des 40-jährigen Jubiläums der Deutsch-Bulgarischen Gesellschaft Darmstadt e. V. Konstantin
Bogdanzaliew, Karsten Grunewald, Martin Henzelmann: 20 Jahre Deutsch-Bulgarische Gesellschaft
Dresden e. V. Raiko Krauß & Sven Conrad: Archäologische Forschungen in Bulgarien 2016 und 2017
Rezensionen: Sigrun Comati: Martin Henzelmann (Hrsg.) Linguistik als diskursive Schnittstelle
zwischen Recht, Politik und Konflikt. Sigrun Comati: Ruselina Nicolova: Bulgarian Grammar.
Translated by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Christo Stamenov Helmut W. Schaller: Verbündet. Bayern und
Bulgarien im Ersten Weltkrieg. Eine Ausstellung des bayerischen Hauptstaatsarchivs und der
Staatsagentur „Archive“ Bulgariens
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Eastern Europe Unmapped Irene
Kacandes, Yuliya Komska, 2017-10-01 Arguably more than any other region, the area known as
Eastern Europe has been defined by its location on the map. Yet its inhabitants, from statesmen to
literati and from cultural-economic elites to the poorest emigrants, have consistently forged or
fathomed links to distant lands, populations, and intellectual traditions. Through a series of inventive
cultural and historical explorations, Eastern Europe Unmapped dispenses with scholars’ long-time
preoccupation with national and regional borders, instead raising provocative questions about the
area’s non-contiguous—and frequently global or extraterritorial—entanglements.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Bulgarian Literature as World
Literature Mihaela P. Harper, Dimitar Kambourov, 2020-11-12 Bulgarian Literature as World
Literature examines key aspects and manifestations of 20th- and 21st-century Bulgarian literature
by way of the global literary landscape. The first volume to bring together in English the
perspectives of prominent writers, translators, and scholars of Bulgarian literature and culture, this



long-overdue collection identifies correlations between national and world aesthetic ideologies and
literary traditions. It situates Bulgarian literature within an array of contexts and foregrounds a
complex interplay of changing internal and external forces. These forces shaped not only the first
collaborative efforts at the turn of the 20th century to insert Bulgarian literature into the world's
literary repository but also the work of contemporary Bulgarian diaspora authors. Mapping histories,
geographies, economies, and genetics, the contributors assess the magnitudes and directions of
such forces in order to articulate how a distinctly national, minor literature--produced for internal
use and nearly invisible globally until the last decade--transforms into world literature today.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: American Studies after
Postmodernism Theodora Tsimpouki, Konstantinos Blatanis, Angeliki Tseti, 2023-12-22 This book
explores the major challenges that the long-standing and diversely debated demise of
postmodernism signifies for American literature, art, culture, history, and politics, in the present,
third decade of the twenty-first century. Its scope comprises a vigorous discussion of all these
diverse fields undertaken by distinguished scholars as well as junior researchers, U.S. Americanists
and European Americanists alike. Focusing on socio-political and cultural developments in the
contemporary U.S., their contributions highlight the interconnectedness of the geopolitical,
economic, environmental and technological crises that define the historical present on global scale.
Chapter 16 is available open access under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
via link.springer.com.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: The Herald , 2012
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Ways of Being in Literary and
Cultural Spaces Leo Loveday, Emilia Parpală, 2016-09-23 In accordance with the notion that
“identity” is absolutely central to ontological and discursive practices, this volume explores a
multiplicity of “ways of being”, including the adoption of an ethnic position, the enactment of
gender, the conception of childhood and artistic visions of urban life in addition to other pivotal
modes of existence. Beyond discourses of identity featured in the first section of this work, “ways of
performing” identity in literature are brought to light in the second half through studies into, for
instance, the roles of enunciator and reader, the depiction of villainy and the portrayal of rebellious
victimhood. Integrating research from Great Britain, Bulgaria, Iraq, Japan, Romania, Spain and
Ukraine, this collection of fifteen chapters offers innovative and inspiring insights from a
comparative stance into the complex dynamics and parameters which govern the construction of
“identity” in cultural and literary space.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Bulgaria - Culture Smart! Juliana
Tzvetkova, Culture Smart!, 2023-03-23 Don't just see the sights&―get to know the people. Bulgaria,
situated in southeastern Europe on the Black Sea, is one of Europe's best-hidden secrets. A haven
for nature and history buffs, this youngest member of the European Union has been riding a
rollercoaster of radical transformation since emerging from the Eastern Bloc three decades ago,
changing dramatically in many ways and yet preserving its own particular charm and slow-paced
way of life. Invasions and waves of migration, dating back to neolithic and classical times, have
contributed to a unique cultural mosaic. The seventh-century Bulgarian empire dominated the
Balkans and was a powerhouse of Slavonic culture. Later, Ottoman conquest and Soviet influence
left their mark on the national psyche. Culture Smart! Bulgaria provides a key to understanding the
Bulgarian people. It outlines their long and complex history, shows you what everyday life is like
there today, and offers advice on what to expect and how to navigate unfamiliar cultural terrain.
This is a small country of proud and persevering people. Familiarize yourself with their traditions
and way of life, and the warmth and hospitality you are shown in return will conquer your heart and
bring you back time and again. Have a more meaningful and successful time abroad through a better
understanding of the local culture. Chapters on values, attitudes, customs, and daily life will help
you make the most of your visit, while tips on etiquette and communication will help you navigate
unfamiliar situations and avoid faux pas.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Manifesta, Art, Society and Politics



Erdem Çolak, 2024-03-07 This is the first monograph fully dedicated to critically investigating the
political, economic, artistic, urban, and societal relationships of Manifesta – European Biennial of
Contemporary Art, a European nomadic biennial initiated in the post-Cold War era. Despite being
one of the most important recurrent exhibitions taking place in Europe, surprisingly little has been
written about it since the mid-2000s, Manifesta, Art, Society and Politics provides a
deeply-researched and engaging analysis of the the critically overlooked Manifesta exhibitions, as
well as it's changing goals and discourse since the first edition in 1996. The book is split into four
parts, divided by theme and following the exhibitions chronologically. Providing a comprehensive
overview of one of the most important biennials in Europe, Manifesta, Art, Society and Politics
investigates the relationship between large-scale art exhibitions, culture-led regeneration, and urban
transformation. It is essential reading for students and researches of exhibition and curatorial
studies, art history, and cultural studies.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Ten oosten van het westen Miroslav
Penkov, 2012-03-15 Een jongen probeert via eBay het lichaam van Lenin voor zijn communistische
grootvader te bemachtigen. Een mislukt wonderkind steelt een gouden crucifix uit een orthodoxe
kerk. Een jongeman ontmoet zijn nichtje, de liefde van zijn leven, eens in de vijf jaar in de rivier die
zijn geboortedorp in oost en west verdeelt. In de verhalen in Ten oosten van het westen schrijft
Miroslav Penkov over de tumultueuze politieke en religieuze geschiedenis van zijn geboorteland
Bulgarije. Zijn personages rouwen om een vervlogen verleden en verlangen naar een toekomst die
nooit zal komen. Penkovs verhalen zijn, ondanks de gewichtige thema's, lichtvoetig en ontroerend.
Ten oosten van het westen is de indrukwekkende aankondiging van een groot literair talent
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Littératures migrantes et traduction
Collectif, 2021-10-13 Difficile de définir la notion de littérature migrante. Sous l’angle de la
traduction, la catégorie devient pourtant plus identifiable. Les littératures migrantes ont pour
principale caractéristique de produire une vaste translation culturelle d’un champ à l’autre, soit que
l’écrivain ait adopté la langue du pays d’accueil et opère lui-même le processus de transfert, soit
qu’il écrive encore dans sa langue d’écriture première et que ce travail appartienne au traducteur.
Comment dès lors, écrivain ou traducteur, traduisent-ils à destination d’un lectorat qui les ignore ou
ne les reconnaîtra pas des références culturelles, des accents ou autres distorsions phonétiques,
voire des éléments relevant de codes minorisés ? Si l’écrivain allophone peut avoir recours à des
pratiques translinguistiques massives dans son texte, le traducteur dispose-t-il, dans sa pratique,
d’une même liberté ? Ce sont là quelques-unes des interrogations auxquelles le volume se propose
de répondre.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: The Times Index , 2011 Indexes the
Times, Sunday times and magazine, Times literary supplement, Times educational supplement,
Times educational supplement Scotland, and the Times higher education supplement.
  east of the west a country in stories miroslav penkov: Stork Mountain Miroslav Penkov,
2016-03-15 Culture, religion, and ideology collide in the mountains of Bulgaria in this big hearted
debut novel Stork Mountain tells the story of a young Bulgarian immigrant who, in an attempt to
escape his mediocre life in America, returns to the country of his birth. Retracing the steps of his
estranged grandfather, a man who suddenly and inexplicably cut all contact with the family three
years prior, the boy finds himself on the border of Bulgaria and Turkey, a stone's throw away from
Greece, high up in the Strandja Mountains. It is a place of pagan mysteries and black storks nesting
in giant oaks; a place where every spring, possessed by Christian saints, men and women dance
barefoot across live coals in search of rebirth. Here in the mountains, the boy reunites with his
grandfather. Here in the mountain, he falls in love with an unobtainable Muslim girl. Old ghosts
come back to life and forgotten conflicts, in the name of faith and doctrine, blaze anew. Stork
Mountain is an enormously charming, slyly brilliant debut novel from an internationally celebrated
writer. It is a novel that will undoubtedly find a home in many readers' hearts.
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