
anxious decades america in prosperity and
depression 1920 1941
**Anxious Decades: America in Prosperity and Depression 1920–1941**

anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941 marked a period of
dramatic transformation, uncertainty, and resilience in the United States. This era witnessed the
dizzying highs of the Roaring Twenties, followed by the devastating lows of the Great Depression,
culminating in the tentative steps toward recovery on the eve of World War II. Understanding this
complex time provides valuable insights into how economic cycles, social change, and political
responses shaped modern America.

The Roaring Twenties: A Decade of Prosperity and
Change

The 1920s, often dubbed the “Roaring Twenties,” were characterized by unprecedented economic
growth and cultural dynamism. After the hardships of World War I, America embraced modernity,
innovation, and consumerism. This decade was a time when the nation seemed to dance on the edge
of endless possibility, yet beneath the surface, there were signs of anxiety that would later explode
into crisis.

Economic Boom and Technological Advances

The prosperity of the 1920s was fueled by rapid industrial growth and technological progress. Mass
production techniques, pioneered by Henry Ford's assembly lines, revolutionized manufacturing and
made automobiles affordable for many Americans. This era saw a surge in consumer goods like
radios, refrigerators, and household appliances, transforming daily life.

Stock markets soared as more Americans invested, often on margin, hoping to capitalize on the
booming economy. The rise of credit also encouraged spending beyond means, setting the stage for
economic vulnerability. The expansion of urban centers and the rise of entertainment industries,
including jazz music and Hollywood films, symbolized the decade’s cultural exuberance.

Social Shifts and Cultural Tensions

Alongside economic prosperity, the 1920s were a period of significant social transformation. The
decade witnessed the flourishing of the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural movement celebrating African
American art, literature, and music. Women gained the right to vote with the 19th Amendment and
began challenging traditional roles, epitomized by the “flapper” image.

However, this era was also marked by social anxieties and divisions. The resurgence of the Ku Klux
Klan, restrictive immigration laws, and the enforcement of Prohibition under the 18th Amendment



reflected deep-seated fears and cultural conflicts. These tensions hinted at the underlying fragility of
the apparent prosperity.

The Great Depression: Economic Collapse and Social
Struggles

The stock market crash of 1929 abruptly ended the decade of prosperity, plunging the nation into the
Great Depression. This catastrophic economic collapse lasted through the 1930s and reshaped
American society in profound ways. The anxious decades America in prosperity and depression 1920
1941 were most vividly defined by the hardship and resilience during this period.

Causes of the Economic Downturn

Several factors contributed to the Great Depression. Over-speculation in the stock market, uneven
wealth distribution, and weaknesses in banking systems undermined economic stability. Agricultural
overproduction and falling prices hurt farmers, while industrial output declined sharply. The global
nature of the crisis was exacerbated by international trade barriers and debt issues from World War I.

The widespread bank failures wiped out savings, and unemployment skyrocketed to nearly 25% by
1933. Breadlines, shantytowns known as “Hoovervilles,” and widespread poverty became grim
symbols of the era.

Impact on American Families and Communities

The Great Depression deeply affected the daily lives of millions of Americans. Families struggled to
afford basic necessities, and the psychological toll of economic insecurity was immense. Migration
patterns shifted as people left rural areas in search of work, notably the Dust Bowl refugees moving
westward.

Despite the hardships, the period also fostered a strong sense of community and mutual aid.
Neighbors shared resources, and local organizations provided support. This era highlighted the human
capacity for endurance amid widespread anxiety and uncertainty.

Government Response and the New Deal

The federal government’s response to the Great Depression marked a turning point in American
political and economic life. Under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the New Deal introduced a series of
programs and reforms aimed at relief, recovery, and reform.



Relief Programs for the Unemployed

The New Deal’s immediate goal was to provide direct assistance to those suffering the most. Agencies
like the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Works Progress Administration (WPA) created jobs
through public works projects, building infrastructure and cultural programs. The Social Security Act of
1935 laid the foundation for a social safety net.

Economic Reforms and Regulation

To prevent future economic collapses, the New Deal implemented financial reforms, including the
establishment of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to protect bank deposits and the
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to regulate the stock market. These measures sought to
restore confidence in economic institutions.

Controversies and Limitations

While the New Deal alleviated some suffering and reformed many systems, it faced criticism from
various sides. Some argued it expanded government power excessively, while others believed it did
not do enough to end unemployment or address racial inequalities. Moreover, full economic recovery
was elusive until the mobilization efforts of World War II.

Approaching World War II: The Nation on Edge

By 1940 and 1941, America was gradually emerging from the depths of the Depression but remained
anxious about international developments. The rise of fascism in Europe and Asia, and the outbreak of
war overseas, stirred debates about America’s role on the global stage.

Economic Mobilization and Preparedness

The U.S. government began ramping up defense spending, which helped stimulate industrial
production and reduce unemployment. Programs like Lend-Lease provided aid to Allied nations,
signaling a shift from isolationism toward greater international engagement.

Social and Political Atmosphere

Domestically, the anxious decades America in prosperity and depression 1920 1941 culminated in a
cautious optimism mixed with lingering fears of economic instability and global conflict. The nation
was preparing for uncertain times ahead, balancing the lessons learned from the past two decades
with the challenges looming on the horizon.



Lessons from Anxious Decades: Reflections on
1920–1941

The period from 1920 to 1941 offers rich lessons about the interplay of prosperity and depression,
innovation and fear, progress and setbacks. It reminds us how economic booms can mask
vulnerabilities and how social tensions often accompany rapid change. Moreover, it underscores the
importance of responsive governance and community resilience in navigating turbulent times.

For anyone looking to understand how modern America was shaped, the anxious decades America in
prosperity and depression 1920 1941 remain a vital chapter — one marked by dramatic contrasts and
enduring human spirit. Whether studying economic cycles, social transformations, or political reforms,
this era continues to provide valuable insights into the complexities of growth and hardship.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of economic prosperity in America
during the 1920s?
The economic prosperity of the 1920s, often called the 'Roaring Twenties,' was driven by
technological advancements, mass production techniques like the assembly line, increased consumer
spending, stock market speculation, and a booming industrial sector.

How did the Great Depression impact American society
between 1929 and 1941?
The Great Depression caused widespread unemployment, poverty, and homelessness. Many banks
failed, leading to loss of savings. Social trust declined, and there was significant political and
economic upheaval, with many Americans struggling to survive.

What role did the New Deal play in addressing the economic
crisis of the 1930s?
The New Deal, introduced by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, implemented a series of programs and
reforms aimed at relief, recovery, and reform. It created jobs, provided social security, regulated the
financial sector, and helped restore confidence in the economy.

How did American culture reflect the anxieties of the 1920s
and 1930s?
American culture during these decades reflected anxieties through literature, art, and cinema that
explored themes of disillusionment, social change, and economic hardship. The Harlem Renaissance,
Lost Generation writers, and films addressing social issues all mirrored the era's tensions.



What factors contributed to the end of the Great Depression
and the onset of prosperity by 1941?
The buildup to World War II led to increased government spending and industrial production, which
created jobs and stimulated the economy. Defense contracts and military mobilization ultimately
ended the Great Depression and ushered in economic growth by 1941.

How did the economic fluctuations between 1920 and 1941
influence American political attitudes?
Economic fluctuations led to shifts in political attitudes, with increased support for government
intervention during the Depression, as seen in the popularity of the New Deal. There was also a rise in
labor movements and demands for social welfare programs, reflecting hopes for economic security.

Additional Resources
Anxious Decades America in Prosperity and Depression 1920 1941: A Complex Era of Contrasts

anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941 encapsulate one of the
most tumultuous periods in United States history, marked by sharp economic swings, social upheaval,
and transformative political shifts. The era spans the Roaring Twenties' exuberant prosperity to the
depths of the Great Depression and concludes on the cusp of America's entry into World War II. This
article explores the juxtaposition of optimism and despair during these anxious decades, analyzing
the underlying economic, social, and political dynamics that shaped modern America.

The Roaring Twenties: Prosperity Amidst Unease

The decade following World War I, commonly known as the Roaring Twenties, witnessed
unprecedented economic growth and cultural dynamism. Industrial output surged, consumer credit
expanded, and technological innovations such as automobiles, radios, and household appliances
permeated American life. Stock market investments became widespread, fueling a speculative bubble
that masked underlying vulnerabilities.

Economic Boom and Consumerism

Between 1920 and 1929, the U.S. economy grew at an average annual rate of 4.7%, with wages rising
and unemployment remaining relatively low. The automobile industry, led by Henry Ford’s assembly
line innovations, revolutionized manufacturing and mobility, supporting ancillary industries like steel,
rubber, and road construction. Mass production techniques made goods more affordable, enhancing
consumer culture.

Despite this material prosperity, economic benefits were unevenly distributed. Farmers and industrial
workers in traditional sectors often faced stagnant incomes or decline. Moreover, the rampant use of
credit and stock market speculation introduced systemic risks. The decade’s economic exuberance



coexisted with social tensions surrounding immigration, race, and gender roles, adding layers of
anxiety beneath the surface prosperity.

Cultural Flourishing and Social Change

The 1920s also saw significant cultural shifts. Jazz music, flapper culture, and the Harlem Renaissance
challenged conventional norms, embodying a spirit of liberation. Yet, this cultural vibrancy clashed
with conservative elements, evidenced by Prohibition’s enforcement and the resurgence of the Ku
Klux Klan. Urbanization accelerated, intensifying the divide between modernist and traditionalist
values.

The Great Depression: Economic Collapse and Societal
Impact

The stock market crash of October 1929 marked the beginning of the Great Depression, an economic
catastrophe that defined the anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941. By
1933, unemployment reached 25%, industrial production had fallen by nearly 50%, and widespread
poverty afflicted millions.

Causes and Consequences of the Depression

Several factors contributed to the Depression: overproduction in agriculture and industry, uneven
wealth distribution, high consumer debt, and flawed banking practices. The stock market crash
triggered a loss of confidence, leading to bank failures and a contraction in credit. International trade
also plummeted due to protectionist tariffs like the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act.

The human toll was immense. Breadlines and shantytowns, known as “Hoovervilles,” became
common sights. Families faced displacement, malnutrition, and psychological stress. The Depression
exposed deep structural weaknesses and challenged the foundational beliefs in free-market
capitalism and limited government intervention.

Government Response and the New Deal

President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal, initiated after his 1933 inauguration, marked a paradigm
shift in federal economic policy. Programs like the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), Works Progress
Administration (WPA), and Social Security Act sought to provide relief, recovery, and reform. These
initiatives aimed to stabilize financial institutions, create jobs, and establish social safety nets.

While the New Deal mitigated some suffering and redefined the role of the federal government, it did
not fully end the Depression. Critics argued about its effectiveness and the expansion of federal
power. Nonetheless, these policies laid the groundwork for modern welfare and regulatory
frameworks.



Societal and Political Dynamics During the Anxious
Decades

The period from 1920 to 1941 was not only an economic rollercoaster but also a time of intense
societal and political transformation.

Urbanization and Demographic Shifts

The decades saw rapid urban growth, with more Americans living in cities than rural areas by the late
1920s. This migration intensified ethnic and class divisions, as immigrants and African Americans
sought opportunities but often faced discrimination and segregation. The Great Migration significantly
altered the demographic landscape, particularly in Northern cities.

Political Polarization and International Isolationism

Politically, the era was marked by fluctuating ideologies. The 1920s favored conservative, pro-
business policies, while the 1930s saw an expanded government role under Roosevelt. Isolationist
sentiment dominated foreign policy debates, with many Americans wary of entanglements following
World War I. However, mounting global tensions foreshadowed the end of isolationism by the early
1940s.

Technological Advances and Media Influence

Technological progress reshaped communication and entertainment. Radio became a primary source
of news and cultural programming, fostering a shared national experience but also influencing public
opinion during crises. Cinema and literature reflected and shaped contemporary anxieties and
aspirations.

Economic Indicators and Comparative Perspectives

To fully grasp the anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941, it is crucial to
consider key economic indicators and international contexts.

GDP Growth: The 1920s averaged robust growth, contrasting sharply with the contraction of
nearly 30% during the Depression years.

Unemployment Rates: From lows of around 3-4% in the prosperous 1920s to peaks
exceeding 25% in the early 1930s.

Stock Market Performance: The Dow Jones Industrial Average soared during the 1920s



before crashing dramatically in 1929.

Comparatively, other industrialized nations experienced similar economic downturns, but America’s
scale and the New Deal’s response were distinctive. These anxious decades underscored the
vulnerabilities of the global economic system and the need for innovative policy responses.

Legacy of the Anxious Decades

The period ending in 1941 set the stage for significant changes in America’s economic structure and
social fabric. The lessons learned from the dual experiences of prosperity and depression informed
future policy decisions, including those during and after World War II. The expansion of federal
government roles, social welfare programs, and regulatory oversight can all trace roots to this era’s
challenges.

Moreover, the anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941 deeply influenced
American cultural identity. The resilience demonstrated by individuals and institutions during
hardship, alongside the exuberance of the 1920s, created a complex narrative of hope and caution
that continues to resonate in contemporary discussions of economic cycles and social justice.

In dissecting these anxious decades, historians and economists gain insights into the interplay
between economic forces, societal change, and political action, highlighting the importance of
balanced growth and vigilant governance in sustaining national prosperity.

Anxious Decades America In Prosperity And Depression 1920
1941

  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Anxious Decades:
America in Prosperity and Depression, 1920-1941 Michael E. Parrish, 1994-04-17 Impressively
detailed. . . . An authoritative and epic overview.—Publishers Weekly In the convulsive years
between 1920 and 941, Americans were first dazzled by unprecedented economic prosperity and
then beset by the worst depression in their history. It was the era of Model T's, rising incomes,
scientific management, electricity, talking movies, and advertising techniques that sold a seemingly
endless stream of goods. But is was also a time of grave social conflict and human suffering. The
Crash forced Hoover, and then Roosevelt and the nation, to reexamine old solutions and address
pressing questions of recovery and reform, economic growth and social justice. The world beyond
America changed also in these years, making the country rethink its relation to events in Europe,
Latin America, and Asia. The illusion of superiority slowly died in the 1930s, sustaining a fatal blow
in December 1941 at Pearl Harbor.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Das Thema hatte es in
sich. Die Reaktion der deutschen und amerikanischen Presse auf Erich Maria Remarques Im Westen
nichts Neues Nikos Späth, 2020-01-20 Als Erich Maria Remarque 1929 mit Im Westen nichts Neues
einen Roman über das Fronterlebnis im Ersten Weltkrieg veröffentlichte, wurden er und sein Buch
schnell zum ›Fall Remarque‹. Die unheroische Schilderung über das Leben und Sterben einer
Gruppe deutscher Soldaten an der Westfront konterkarierte jegliche romantisierende Perspektive
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auf den Krieg und rief von hasserfüllter Ablehnung bis zu euphorischer Vereinnahmung starke
Reaktionen hervor – nicht nur in Remarques Heimatland, sondern rund um den Globus. Anhand der
zeitgenössischen Presserezeption von Im Westen nichts Neues in Deutschland und den USA stellt
Nikos Späth dar, warum der Bestseller und seine Verfilmung durch Hollywood derart die Geister
bewegten und sich in beiden Ländern diametral entgegengesetzte Diskurse entwickelten. When
Erich Maria Remarque published a novel about the frontline experience in the First World War in
1929, he and his book All Quiet on the Western Front quickly became famous – people even spoke
about the case Remarque. The unheroic account of the life and death of a group of German soldiers
on the Western Front counteracted any romanticized perspective on the war, provoking strong
responses from hateful rejection to euphoric monopolizing – not only in Remarque's homeland, but
around the globe. Based on contemporary press coverage, Nikos Späth examines the reception of All
Quiet on the Western Front in Germany and the United States. He illustrates why the bestseller and
its Hollywood movie adaptation moved so many people and evoked diametrically opposed discourses
in both countries.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Sommer 1927 Bill
Bryson, 2014-10-13 1927. Ein Sommer der ein ganzes Jahrhundert prägte Es ist die Geschichte eines
Sommers, und doch ist es so viel mehr. Das Jahr 1927 ist für Amerika entscheidend auf dem Weg zur
Weltmacht. Es sind die goldenen Zwanziger: der Aktienmarkt boomt, das Fernsehen wird erfunden,
die Filme sind nicht mehr stumm, und verrückte Pläne entstehen, wie der, vier Köpfe in den völlig
unzugänglichen Mount Rushmore zu meißeln. Es ist die Zeit, in der ein junger Flieger namens
Charles Lindbergh Ruhm und Ehre erlangt, aber auch die des Al Capone und des größten
Schulmassakers aller Zeiten. Und in diesen Monaten werden durch fatale Entscheidungen die
Weichen für die bevorstehende Weltwirtschaftskrise gestellt. Bill Bryson erzählt davon so spannend,
als sei es eine unglaubliche Abenteuergeschichte, voller erstaunlicher geschichtlicher Momente aus
der Zeit, als Amerika erwachsen wurde ...
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: FDR and the New Deal
Earle Rice Jr., 2020-02-04 In the 1920s, life was good for most Americans-and great for many.
Prosperity built on the new economic premise of buy now, pay later ruled the decade known as the
Roaring Twenties. Then the bubble burst, and America s house of cards came tumbling down. With
stunning suddenness, the stock market Crash of 29 revealed the flaws in America s economy and
plunged the nation into the worst depression it had ever known. The troubled citizenry called on its
newly elected president to lead it out of economic chaos. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the
thirty-second president of the United States, stood forth to meet the challenge. At his inauguration
in March 1933, he told the American people they had nothing to fear but fear itself. FDR calmed
their fears and embarked on a whirlwind program of domestic reform. His program became known
as the New Deal. It empowered the government like never before-and changed the face of America
forever.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: American Culture in
the 1920s Susan Currell, 2009-03-21 The 1920s saw the United States rise to its current status as
the leading world superpower, matched by an emerging cultural dominance that characterized the
second half of the twentieth century. This book provides an stimulating account of the major cultural
and intellectual trends of the decade that have been pivotal to its characterization as 'the jazz
age'.Currell's book places common representations of the 'roaring twenties' and the 'lost generation'
into context through chapters on literature, music and performance, film and radio, and visual art
and design, alongside the unprecedented rise of leisure and consumption in the 1920s.Key
Features*3 case studies per chapter featuring key texts, genres, writers and artists *Chronology of
1920s American Culture *Bibliographies for each chapter*17 black and white illustrations
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Wir brechen die 10
Gebote und uns den Hals Michaela Karl, 2012-02-29 Das Glamourpaar der wilden Zwanziger. Er
gab einer Epoche ihren Namen. Sie war die Hauptfigur in all seinen Romanen. Zusammen waren sie
das Traumpaar der Jazz-Ära und der lost generation: Erfolgsautor F. Scott Fitzgerald und seine Frau



Zelda forderten das Leben heraus, suchten das Glück und endeten in Verzweiflung. Reich und
erfolgreich, berüchtigt für ihre verrückten Kapriolen und ihren exzessiven Alkoholgenuss in New
York, Paris und an der französischen Riviera waren sie das Idol einer Generation. Doch die Schönen
wurden zu Verdammten: exaltierter Lebenswandel, Schaffenskrisen und psychische Probleme
führten zum Absturz. Der Mythos aber lebt ... Michaela Karl zeichnet in dieser Biografie das
faszinierende Bild einer Epoche und zweier Menschen, deren Leben Literatur wurde.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Unto a Good Land
David Edwin Harrell, Edwin S. Gaustad, John B. Boles, Sally Foreman Griffith, 2005-08-23
Introducing a New U.S. History Text That Takes Religion Seriously Unto a Good Land offers a
distinctive narrative history of the American people -- from the first contacts between Europeans and
North America's native inhabitants, through the creation of a modern nation, to the 2004
presidential election. Written by a team of highly regarded historians, this textbook shows how
grasping the uniqueness of the American experiment depends on understanding not only social,
cultural, political, and economic factors but also the role that religion has played in shaping U. S.
history. While most United States history textbooks in recent decades have expanded their coverage
of social and cultural history, they still tend to shortchange the role of religious ideas, practices, and
movements in the American past. Unto a Good Land restores the balance by giving religion its
appropriate place in the story. This readable and teachable text also features a full complement of
maps, historical illustrations, and In Their Own Words sidebars with excerpts from primary source
documents.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: When Government
Helped Sheila Collins, Gertrude Goldberg, 2014 This book offers new perspectives on comparisons
of the intersection of economic and environmental crises of these two periods.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: How New York Became
American, 1890–1924 Angela M. Blake, 2006-04-20 Drawing on a wide range of textual and visual
primary sources, Blake guides the reader through New York's many civic identities, from the first
generation of New York skyscrapers and their role in Americanizing the city to the promotion of
Midtown as the city's definitive public face. Her study ranges from the late 1890s into the early
twentieth century, when the United States suddenly emerged as an imperial power, and the nation's
industry, commerce, and culture stood poised to challenge Europe's global dominance. New York,
the nation's largest city, became the de facto capital of American culture. Social reformers and
tourism boosters, keen to see America's cities rival those of France or Britain, jockeyed for financial
and popular support.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: How New York
Became American, 1890–1924 Art M. Blake, 2020-04-14 Originally published in 2006. For many
Americans at the turn of the twentieth century and into the 1920s, the city of New York conjured
dark images of crime, poverty, and the desperation of crowded immigrants. In How New York
Became American, 1890–1924, Art M. Blake explores how advertising professionals and savvy
business leaders reinvented the city, creating a brand image of New York that capitalized on the
trend toward pleasure travel. Blake examines the ways in which these early boosters built on the
attention drawn to the city and its exotic populations to craft an image of New York City as America
writ urban—a place where the arts flourished, diverse peoples lived together boisterously but
peacefully, and where one could enjoy a visit. Drawing on a wide range of textual and visual primary
sources, Blake guides the reader through New York's many civic identities, from the first generation
of New York skyscrapers and their role in Americanizing the city to the promotion of Midtown as the
city's definitive public face. His study ranges from the late 1890s into the early twentieth century,
when the United States suddenly emerged as an imperial power, and the nation's industry,
commerce, and culture stood poised to challenge Europe's global dominance. New York, the nation's
largest city, became the de facto capital of American culture. Social reformers and tourism boosters,
keen to see America's cities rival those of France or Britain, jockeyed for financial and popular
support. Blake weaves a compelling story of a city's struggle for metropolitan and national status



and its place in the national imagination.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: A Companion to
20th-Century America Stephen J. Whitfield, 2008-04-15 A Companion to 20th-Century America is an
authoritative survey of the most important topics and themes of twentieth-century American history
and historiography. Contains 29 original essays by leading scholars, each assessing the past and
current state of American scholarship Includes thematic essays covering topics such as religion,
ethnicity, conservatism, foreign policy, and the media, as well as essays covering major time periods
Identifies and discusses the most influential literature in the field, and suggests new avenues of
research, as the century has drawn to a close
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Coxey's Army
Benjamin F. Alexander, 2015-04-02 A colorful study of the nineteenth century march on Washington,
the man who led it, and the national sensation that prefigured the New Deal. In 1893, America was
suffering a serious economic depression. Fed up with government inactivity, Populist agitator Jacob
S. Coxey led hundreds of unemployed laborers on a march from Massillon, Ohio, to Washington, D.C.
Their intention was to present a “petition in boots” for government-financed jobs building and
repairing the nation’s roads. On May 1, the Coxeyites descended on the center of government,
where a melee ensued between them and the police. Soon, other Coxey-inspired contingents were on
their way east from places as far away as San Francisco and Portland. Some even hijacked trains
along the way. In Coxey’s Army, Benjamin F. Alexander brings Coxey and his fellow leaders to life,
along with the reporters and spies who traveled with them and the captivated readers who followed
the story in the newspapers. Alexander explains how the Coxeyite demands fit into a larger history
of economic theory and the labor movement. Despite running a gauntlet of ridicule, the marchers
laid down a rough outline of what emerged decades later as the New Deal.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Rebel Against
Injustice Peter H. Buckingham, 1996 In 1911, Frank, his wife, and their four children moved to St.
Louis, where they transformed the National Rip-Saw into a popular Socialist monthly magazine. It
was there that Frank found his niche as a Socialist impresario, editing the writings and arranging
the tours of his stars, Kate O'Hare and Eugene Debs.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Everyday Klansfolk
Craig Fox, 2011-03-15 In 1920s Middle America, the Ku Klux Klan gained popularity not by
appealing to the fanatical fringes of society, but by attracting the interest of “average” citizens.
During this period, the Klan recruited members through the same unexceptional channels as any
other organization or club, becoming for many a respectable public presence, a vehicle for civic
activism, or the source of varied social interaction. Its diverse membership included men and women
of all ages, occupations, and socio-economic standings. Although surviving membership records of
this clandestine organization have proved incredibly rare, Everyday Klansfolk uses newly available
documents to reconstruct the life and social context of a single grassroots unit in Newaygo County,
Michigan. A fascinating glimpse behind the mask of America’s most notorious secret order, this
absorbing study sheds light on KKK activity and membership in Newaygo County, and in Michigan at
large, during the brief and remarkable peak years of its mass popular appeal.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Assholes Aaron James,
2016-07-18 Topaktuell: die ganze Wahrheit über Donald Trump Donald Trump polarisiert die Welt
wie kein anderer Präsidentschaftskandidat vor ihm. Nicht nur politische Gegner, auch Unterstützer
aus den eigenen Reihen sind sich einig: Man kann den milliardenschweren Polit-Entertainer
durchaus für ein, pardon, Alpha-Arschloch halten. Arschloch-Experte Aaron James will es jetzt
genauer wissen. Höchst kurzweilig und mit philosophischer Finesse fragt er, was dieses Arschloch
auszeichnet und so besonders macht. Was ist das Geheimnis seines politischen Aufstiegs und
Erfolgs? Und was könnte ein Arschloch für das Amt des amerikanischen Präsidenten qualifizieren?
Alles über das Phänomen Donald Trump.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: America's Congress
David R. Mayhew, 2008-10-01 To understand American politics and government, we need to



recognize not only that members of Congress are agents of societal interests and preferences but
also that they act with a certain degree of autonomy and consequence in the country's public sphere.
In this illuminating book, a distinguished political scientist examines actions performed by members
of Congress throughout American history, assessing their patterns and importance and their role in
the American system of separation of powers. David R. Mayhew examines standard history books on
the United States and identifies more than two thousand actions by individual members of the House
and Senate that are significant enough to be mentioned. Mayhew offers insights into a wide range of
matters, from the nature of congressional opposition to presidents and the surprising frequency of
foreign policy actions to the timing of notable activity within congressional careers (and the way that
congressional term limits might affect these performances). His book sheds new light on the
contributions to U.S. history made by members of Congress.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Love and Marriage
Across Social Classes in American Cinema Stephen Sharot, 2016-11-18 This book is the first
comprehensive and systematic study of cross-class romance films throughout the history of
American cinema. It provides vivid discussions of these romantic films, analyses their normative
patterns and thematic concerns, traces how they were shaped by inequalities of gender and class in
American society, and explains why they were especially popular from World War I through the
roaring twenties and the Great Depression. In the vast majority of cross-class romance films the
female is poor or from the working class, the male is wealthy or from the upper class, and the
romance ends successfully in marriage or the promise of marriage.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Up from the Depths
Aaron Sachs, 2022-06-07 Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award in Biography A double
portrait of two of America’s most influential writers that reveals the surprising connections between
them—and their uncanny relevance to our age of crisis Up from the Depths tells the interconnected
stories of two of the most important writers in American history—the novelist and poet Herman
Melville (1819–1891) and one of his earliest biographers, the literary critic and historian Lewis
Mumford (1895–1990). Deftly cutting back and forth between the writers, Aaron Sachs reveals the
surprising resonances between their lives, work, and troubled times—and their uncanny relevance in
our own age of crisis. The author of Moby-Dick was largely forgotten for several decades after his
death, but Mumford helped spearhead Melville’s revival in the aftermath of World War I and the
1918–1919 flu pandemic, when American culture needed a forebear with a suitably dark vision. As
Mumford’s career took off and he wrote books responding to the machine age, urban decay, world
war, and environmental degradation, it was looking back to Melville’s confrontation with crises such
as industrialization, slavery, and the Civil War that helped Mumford to see his own era clearly.
Mumford remained obsessed with Melville, ultimately helping to canonize him as America’s greatest
tragedian. But largely forgotten today is one of Mumford’s key insights—that Melville’s darkness
was balanced by an inspiring determination to endure. Amid today’s foreboding over global
warming, racism, technology, pandemics, and other crises, Melville and Mumford remind us that
we’ve been in this struggle for a long time. To rediscover these writers today is to rediscover how
history can offer hope in dark times.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Guide to U.S.
Economic Policy Robert E. Wright, Thomas W. Zeiler, 2014-06-30 Guide to U.S. Economic Policy
shows students and researchers how issues and actions are translated into public policies for
resolving economic problems (like the Great Recession) or managing economic conflict (like the
left-right ideological split over the role of government regulation in markets). Taking an
interdisciplinary approach, the guide highlights decision-making cycles requiring the cooperation of
government, business, and an informed citizenry to achieve a comprehensive approach to a
successful, growth-oriented economic policy. Through 30 topical, operational, and relational essays,
the book addresses the development of U.S. economic policies from the colonial period to today; the
federal agencies and public and private organizations that influence and administer economic
policies; the challenges of balancing economic development with environmental and social goals;



and the role of the U.S. in international organizations such as the IMF and WTO. Key Features: 30
essays by experts in the field investigate the fundamental economic, political, social, and process
initiatives that drive policy decisions affecting the nation’s economic stability and success. Essential
themes traced throughout the chapters include scarcity, wealth creation, theories of economic
growth and macroeconomic management, controlling inflation and unemployment, poverty, the role
of government agencies and regulations to police markets, Congress vs. the president, investment
policies, economic indicators, the balance of trade, and the immediate and long-term costs
associated with economic policy alternatives. A glossary of key economic terms and events, a
summary of bureaus and agencies charged with economic policy decisions, a master bibliography,
and a thorough index appear at the back of the book. This must-have reference for students and
researchers is suitable for academic, public, high school, government, and professional libraries.
  anxious decades america in prosperity and depression 1920 1941: Joseph W. Byrns of
Tennessee Ann B. Irish, 2001 Through painstaking research in archives across the nation, Ann Irish
has produced an illuminating portrait of one of modern Tennessee's most significant, but least
appreciated, public figures.--Carroll Van West, Middle Tennessee State University A thoroughly
researched and gracefully written account of the man who served as Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives during the critically important Second New Deal period. This book will be of
interest to students of Tennessee political history as well as scholars of reform in the
twentieth-century United States.--Roger Biles, East Carolina University During a congressional
career that lasted nearly three decades, Joseph W. Byrns (1869-1936) exercised significant influence
in Washington. He served as chairman of both the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
and the House Appropriations Committee before becoming Speaker of the House in 1935. In this
first full-length biography, Ann B. Irish explores Byrnes's life and career, detailing his achievements
and assessing their impact. After serving in the Tennessee General Assembly from 1895 to 1901,
Byrns was elected to Congress in 1909. He was involved in tariff issues, World War I expenditures,
economic development of impoverished areas, and farm policy. As a longtime senior Democrat on
the Appropriations Committee, he played a major role in creating the first budget system for the
United States government. Ever responsive to the needs of his constituents, Byrns strove during the
Depression years for two urgent but somewhat contradictory goals: a balanced budget and relief for
the needy. In 1932, he was instrumental in defeating a proposed federal sales tax. During Franklin
D. Roosevelt's first term, Byrns was House Majority Leader for two years, then Speaker. As a
moderate southern Democrat, he privately questioned some of Roosevelt's programs but
nevertheless embraced the New Deal out of party loyalty. He introduced the bill creating the Civilian
Conservation Corps and successfully maneuvered other major New Deal initiatives through
Congress. His sudden death in 1936 cut short his career at the very point when he was most
influential. Drawing on extensive and meticulous research, Irish shows how Byrns's political skills as
well his reputation for fairness and consideration helped propel him into the House leadership. Her
biography of this long-neglected figure will prove a valuable addition to the political history of both
Tennessee and the nation. The Author: A retired high school teacher and distant relative of Joseph
Byrns, Ann B. Irish holds a doctorate in history from the University of Washington. She lives on
Vashon Island, Washington.
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