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**Understanding the Four Basic Principles of Roman Law**

what are the four basic principles of roman law is a question that opens the door to exploring one of

the most influential legal systems in history. Roman law has shaped the foundation of many modern

legal frameworks, and its core principles continue to resonate in contemporary civil law traditions. To

grasp the significance of these principles, it’s important to dive into what made Roman law so enduring

and how its basic tenets provided a structured approach to justice and governance.

Roman law was not just a set of rules but a comprehensive system designed to address conflicts,

protect rights, and regulate social and economic relationships. Over centuries, jurists distilled the vast

body of Roman legal thought into four fundamental principles that underpin the entire system. These

principles are essential to understanding the legacy of Roman legal philosophy and how it informs

modern legal concepts such as fairness, equity, and contractual obligations.

The Four Basic Principles of Roman Law Explained

When we explore what are the four basic principles of Roman law, we uncover a framework that

balances order with flexibility, ensuring justice while adapting to changing societal needs. These

principles are *Good Faith (Bona Fides)*, *Equity (Aequitas)*, *Consensus*, and *Pacta Sunt

Servanda* (Agreements Must Be Kept). Each plays a distinct yet interconnected role in guiding legal

reasoning and decision-making.

1. Good Faith (Bona Fides)

Good faith in Roman law is a cornerstone principle meaning honesty, trustworthiness, and sincerity in



dealings between parties. It reflects an expectation that individuals will act fairly without attempting to

deceive or defraud others. This principle was critical in contracts and negotiations, ensuring that

agreements were based on mutual trust.

Unlike modern legal systems where good faith might be implied, Roman law explicitly required parties

to behave according to bona fides, which influenced judicial outcomes. If one party violated good faith,

the contract could be declared void or subject to penalties. This principle encourages ethical behavior

and serves as a guardrail against exploitation.

2. Equity (Aequitas)

Equity in Roman law refers to fairness and justice beyond the strict letter of the law. The Romans

recognized that rigid application of written laws might not always result in just outcomes. Aequitas

allowed judges to interpret laws with flexibility, taking into account circumstances and the spirit of

fairness.

This principle helped bridge gaps where legal texts were silent or ambiguous. It’s the precursor to

modern equitable doctrines in many legal systems, where courts have discretion to ensure fairness,

such as in cases involving unjust enrichment or undue hardship. Aequitas reminds us that law must

serve justice, not just formalism.

3. Consensus

Consensus, meaning mutual agreement or meeting of the minds, was fundamental in Roman

contractual obligations. Without genuine consent between parties, contracts lacked binding power. This

principle emphasizes the voluntary nature of agreements, ensuring that no one is forced into

obligations against their will.

The idea of consensus protects personal autonomy and prevents fraud or coercion. It also highlights



the importance of clear communication and understanding in legal transactions. In today’s terms, this

correlates with contract formation rules requiring offer and acceptance.

4. Pacta Sunt Servanda (Agreements Must Be Kept)

The adage *Pacta Sunt Servanda* literally means “agreements must be kept.” This principle

underscores the sanctity of contracts in Roman law. Once parties entered into an agreement freely

and in good faith, they were legally bound to honor it.

This principle fosters trust and reliability in commercial and personal dealings. It also sets a foundation

for enforcing legal obligations and remedies when contracts are breached. The importance of pacta

sunt servanda extends into modern international law, where treaties between states rely on this exact

tenet.

The Lasting Influence of Roman Law Principles

Understanding what are the four basic principles of roman law also sheds light on their immense

influence on contemporary legal systems, especially in civil law countries like France, Germany, and

Italy. These principles are embedded into modern codes and judicial reasoning, proving that ancient

Roman jurists laid down ideas that transcend time.

Impact on Modern Civil Law

Many civil law traditions owe their structure and concepts to Roman law. The emphasis on good faith

and pacta sunt servanda, for example, remain pillars in contract law worldwide. Equity and consensus

continue to shape how courts interpret fairness and the validity of agreements.



Moreover, legal education often traces roots back to Roman concepts, which helps lawyers and judges

appreciate the philosophical underpinnings of the law they apply daily. This historical perspective

enriches legal reasoning and promotes a more principled approach to justice.

Practical Insights for Legal Professionals

For lawyers and scholars, revisiting what are the four basic principles of roman law offers valuable

lessons:

- **Good Faith:** Always encourage transparency and honesty in client dealings. Contracts drafted with

good faith considerations reduce disputes.

- **Equity:** Be mindful that strict adherence to rules may sometimes require balancing with fairness,

especially in complex cases.

- **Consensus:** Ensure all parties fully understand and agree to terms before formalizing contracts to

avoid future invalidity issues.

- **Pacta Sunt Servanda:** Emphasize the importance of honoring commitments, and prepare to

enforce agreements diligently when breaches occur.

These principles also serve as a reminder that law is not merely a mechanical system but a living

institution aimed at achieving justice and societal harmony.

Roman Law’s Principles Beyond Legal Texts

What are the four basic principles of roman law also reveals a broader cultural and philosophical

insight into how societies organize themselves. Roman law was deeply intertwined with Roman values

such as respect for others, social order, and responsibility. These principles fostered trust and stability

in a rapidly expanding empire, enabling diverse peoples to coexist under a common legal framework.

Today, these ideas still resonate in how we think about fairness, obligations, and social contracts.



They inform ethics, governance, and even interpersonal relationships, showing that Roman law is more

than a historical artifact—it’s a living legacy.

Exploring these principles provides not only a foundation for understanding ancient legal systems but

also a rich source of wisdom for navigating modern legal and ethical challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the four basic principles of Roman law?

The four basic principles of Roman law are: 1) The principle of equality before the law, 2) The principle

of good faith (bona fides), 3) The principle of the protection of property, and 4) The principle of legal

certainty and stability.

Why is the principle of equality important in Roman law?

The principle of equality before the law ensures that all individuals, regardless of status, are subject to

the same legal rules and protections, promoting fairness and justice within Roman society.

How does the principle of good faith function in Roman law?

The principle of good faith (bona fides) requires parties to act honestly and fairly in legal transactions,

preventing deceit and ensuring trustworthiness in contracts and agreements.

In what way did Roman law protect property rights?

Roman law protected property by establishing clear rules regarding ownership, possession, and

transfer, thereby safeguarding individuals' rights to their possessions and providing legal remedies

against unlawful interference.



What role does legal certainty play in Roman law?

Legal certainty in Roman law ensures that laws are clear, stable, and predictable, enabling individuals

to understand their rights and obligations, which fosters order and reduces disputes.

How have the four basic principles of Roman law influenced modern

legal systems?

The four basic principles of Roman law have profoundly influenced modern legal systems by laying the

foundation for concepts like equality before the law, good faith in contracts, property rights, and legal

certainty, which are integral to many contemporary legal frameworks.

Additional Resources

**Understanding the Four Basic Principles of Roman Law: A Cornerstone of Legal Systems**

what are the four basic principles of roman law is a question that has intrigued legal scholars,

historians, and practitioners for centuries. Roman law, the legal system of ancient Rome, laid the

foundational framework for many modern legal systems around the world. Its principles have

transcended time, influencing civil law traditions and shaping the way justice is administered today.

Exploring these core tenets provides insight not only into the evolution of law but also into the enduring

legacy of Roman legal thought.

The Historical Context of Roman Law

To appreciate what are the four basic principles of roman law, it is essential to understand the

backdrop against which this legal system developed. Roman law emerged in a society undergoing

complex social, political, and economic transformations. From the early Republic through the Empire,

Roman jurists codified and refined legal doctrines that balanced public order with individual rights.



The compilation of laws, notably the Twelve Tables and later the Justinian Code, preserved these

principles and facilitated their transmission across generations. Roman law’s adaptability and

systematic nature allowed it to address diverse legal issues, from property rights to contractual

obligations.

What Are the Four Basic Principles of Roman Law?

At the heart of Roman law lie four fundamental principles that guided legal reasoning and decision-

making. These principles not only defined the structure of Roman jurisprudence but also established a

universal framework for justice that resonates in contemporary legal systems.

1. The Principle of Equity (Aequitas)

Equity in Roman law emphasizes fairness and justice beyond the strict letter of the law. While statutes

and legal rules provided clear guidelines, the principle of aequitas allowed judges to interpret laws in a

way that accounted for individual circumstances and moral considerations.

This principle acts as a corrective mechanism when rigid application of the law would result in unjust

outcomes. It highlights the flexibility inherent in Roman legal thought, balancing written codes with the

pursuit of substantive justice.

2. The Principle of Good Faith (Bona Fides)

Good faith underpins trust and honesty in legal transactions. Roman law required parties engaged in

contracts and agreements to act with integrity and sincerity.

The doctrine of bona fides ensured that agreements were honored and that deceit or fraud was



penalized. This principle remains central in modern contract law, demonstrating the lasting impact of

Roman legal concepts on contemporary jurisprudence.

3. The Principle of Public Order (Ordo Publicus)

Public order reflects the necessity of maintaining societal stability and protecting the collective interest.

Roman law recognized that certain norms and regulations must be upheld to preserve peace and

security within the community.

This principle justified the enforcement of laws that served public welfare, even if they restricted

individual freedoms to some extent. It established a balance between private rights and the needs of

the state.

4. The Principle of Legal Certainty (Certitudo Iuris)

Legal certainty ensures that laws are clear, predictable, and consistently applied. Roman jurists

emphasized that the law must provide reliable guidance to citizens and officials alike.

This principle fosters trust in the legal system by reducing arbitrariness and enabling individuals to plan

their actions with confidence regarding legal consequences.

Analyzing the Impact of Roman Law Principles on Modern

Legal Systems

The question of what are the four basic principles of roman law is not merely academic; it has practical

implications for how contemporary legal frameworks function. Civil law systems, prevalent in

continental Europe, Latin America, and parts of Asia and Africa, directly descend from Roman legal



traditions.

Comparative Features: Roman Law vs. Common Law

Unlike common law systems, which rely heavily on judicial precedents and case law, Roman law is

characterized by codified statutes and systematic legal principles. The four basic principles underscore

this codification by providing a coherent foundation that guides legislative and judicial processes.

For example, the principle of aequitas is mirrored in equitable remedies available in common law, but

Roman law’s explicit recognition of equity as a core principle reveals a different philosophical approach

to justice.

Pros and Cons of Roman Legal Principles in Modern Contexts

Pros: The clarity and systematic nature of Roman law promote legal certainty and predictability,

essential for economic development and social order. Principles like bona fides encourage

ethical conduct, enhancing trust in legal transactions.

Cons: The rigidity of codification can sometimes hinder flexibility, making adaptation to novel

legal challenges slower. Moreover, the emphasis on public order may conflict with modern

notions of individual rights and freedoms, necessitating careful balancing.

Roman Law Principles in Contemporary Legal Practice

Understanding what are the four basic principles of roman law is invaluable for legal professionals,



particularly in jurisdictions influenced by civil law. These principles inform contract drafting, dispute

resolution, and legislative development.

For instance, the principle of bona fides is invoked in contract negotiations to ensure parties disclose

relevant information honestly. Similarly, aequitas plays a role in judicial discretion, allowing courts to

mitigate harsh outcomes where strict law application would be unjust.

Moreover, legal certainty remains a cornerstone of rule of law, guiding lawmakers to draft clear

legislation and judges to interpret laws consistently.

LSI Keywords Integration

Throughout legal education and comparative law studies, inquiries into what are the four basic

principles of roman law often intersect with terms like "Roman legal system," "principles of Roman

jurisprudence," "ancient Roman law concepts," and "influence of Roman law on civil law." These

related keywords help deepen understanding and contextualize the enduring relevance of Roman legal

principles.

Final Reflections on the Enduring Legacy of Roman Law

The exploration of what are the four basic principles of roman law reveals a sophisticated legal

framework designed to balance fairness, trust, societal order, and predictability. These principles do

not merely belong to the annals of history; they continue to shape legal reasoning and administration

in various parts of the world.

By embedding these core tenets into their legal systems, modern societies benefit from a tested and

refined approach to justice that addresses both individual and collective needs. The legacy of Roman

law, therefore, is not confined to textbooks but lives on in the ongoing pursuit of equitable and effective

legal governance.
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  what are the four basic principles of roman law: The Legal System of the Vatican City State
Konrad Dyda, 2025-10-24 This book examines one of the fundamental phenomena in jurisprudence,
Legal Transplants (reception of law), the study of which allows us both to determine the
relationships between various legal systems and between civil law and other normative systems.
Taking the Vatican City State as a case study, the work explores the theoretical and practical
significance of canon law in the legal system. It analyses the sources of law and how it is applied in
practice, especially in the jurisprudence of the Vatican courts and other bodies applying the law. The
characteristic feature of this transplantation of law is the borrowing, by the legislative and judicial
authorities of the State, of various norms: both of a strictly religious nature and those arising from
the law of the Italian Republic, the European Union, the norms of international law, and their
creative use to produce a distinct system of law. It is this creative use that constitutes the essence of
the reception of law in the Vatican City State. The book determines similarities and differences
between the reception of law in the Vatican City State and other examples of reception of law,
including the implementation of European Union law by individual Member States; the relationship
between the reference by the Vatican legislator to the axiological foundations of the legal order and
the role of legal principles in secular legislation; how the confessional character of the Vatican City
State affects the content of legal norms applicable in the State and whether this mechanism can be
applied in secular states. The book will be of interest to academics and researchers working in the
areas of Law and Religion, Canon Law and Legal Philosophy.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Borkowski's Textbook on Roman Law
Paul du Plessis, 2010-05-13 Borkowski's Textbook on Roman Law provides a clear and concise
overview of Roman private law and civil procedure, supported by numerous extracts in translation
from the Digest and Institutes. The book has been written with undergraduate students in mind and
covers all key areas commonly taught on Roman law courses at undergraduate level.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Law, Sex, and Christian Society in
Medieval Europe James A. Brundage, 2009-02-15 This monumental study of medieval law and sexual
conduct explores the origin and develpment of the Christian church's sex law and the systems of
belief upon which that law rested. Focusing on the Church's own legal system of canon law, James A.
Brundage offers a comprehensive history of legal doctrines–covering the millennium from A.D. 500
to 1500–concerning a wide variety of sexual behavior, including marital sex, adultery,
homosexuality, concubinage, prostitution, masturbation, and incest. His survey makes strikingly
clear how the system of sexual control in a world we have half-forgotten has shaped the world in
which we live today. The regulation of marriage and divorce as we know it today, together with the
outlawing of bigamy and polygamy and the imposition of criminal sanctions on such activities as
sodomy, fellatio, cunnilingus, and bestiality, are all based in large measure upon ideas and beliefs
about sexual morality that became law in Christian Europe in the Middle Ages. Brundage's book is
consistently learned, enormously useful, and frequently entertaining. It is the best we have on the
relationships between theological norms, legal principles, and sexual practice.—Peter Iver Kaufman,
Church History
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Borkowski's Textbook on Roman Law Paul
J. du Plessis, 2015 Borkowski's Textbook on Roman Law is the leading textbook in the field of Roman
law, and has been written with undergraduate students firmly in mind. The book provides an
accessible and highly engaging account of Roman private law and civil procedure, with coverage of
all key topics, including the Roman legal system, and the law of persons, property, and obligations.
The author sets the law in its social and historical context, and demonstrates the impact of Roman
law on our modern legal systems. For the fifth edition, Paul du Plessis has included references to a

https://coloursskateboarding.com/archive-th-114/what-are-the-four-basic-principles-of-roman-law.pdf


wide range of scholarly texts, to ground his judicious account of Roman law firmly in contemporary
scholarship. He has also added examples from legal practice, as well as truncated timelines at the
start of each chapter to illustrate how the law developed over time. The book contains a wealth of
learning features, including chapter summaries, diagrams and maps. A major feature of the book is
the inclusion throughout of extracts in translation from the most important sources of Roman law:
the Digest and the Institutes of Justinian. Annotated further reading sections at the end of each
chapter act as a guide to further enquiry. Online Resource Centre The book is accompanied by an
extensive Online Resource Centre, containing the following resources: -Self-test multiple choice
questions -Interactive timeline -Biographies of key figures -Glossary of Latin terms -Annotated web
links -Original Latin versions of the extracts from the Digest and the Institutes of Justinian -Examples
of textual analysis of Roman law texts -Guide to the literature and sources of Roman law
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: The Oxford university almanack and
register , 1880
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: The Oxford Handbook of Leibniz Maria
Rosa Antognazza, 2018-10-01 The extraordinary breadth and depth of Leibniz's intellectual vision
commands ever increasing attention. As more texts gradually emerge from seemingly bottomless
archives, new facets of his contribution to an astonishing variety of fields come to light. This volume
provides a uniquely comprehensive, systematic, and up-to-date appraisal of Leibniz's thought
thematically organized around its diverse but interrelated aspects. Discussion of his philosophical
system naturally takes place of pride. A cluster of original essays revisit his logic, metaphysics,
epistemology, philosophy of nature, moral and political philosophy, and philosophy of religion. The
scope of the volume, however, goes beyond that of a philosophical collection to embrace all the main
features of Leibniz's thought and activity. Contributions are offered on Leibniz as a mathematician
(including not only his calculus but also determinant theory, symmetric functions, the dyadic, the
analysis situs, probability and statistics); on Leibniz as a scientist (physics and also optics,
cosmology, geology, physiology, medicine, and chemistry); on his technical innovations (the
calculating machine and the technology of mining, as well as other discoveries); on his work as an
'intelligencer' and cultural networker, as jurist, historian, editor of sources and librarian; on his
views on Europe's political future, religious toleration, and ecclesiastical reunification; on his
proposals for political, administrative, economic, and social reform. In so doing, the volume serves
as a unique cross-disciplinary point of contact for the many domains to which Leibniz contributed.
By assembling leading specialists on all these topics, it offers the most rounded picture of Leibniz's
endeavors currently available.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Roman Law and the Origins of the Civil
Law Tradition George Mousourakis, 2014-12-02 This unique publication offers a complete history of
Roman law, from its early beginnings through to its resurgence in Europe where it was widely
applied until the eighteenth century. Besides a detailed overview of the sources of Roman law, the
book also includes sections on private and criminal law and procedure, with special attention given
to those aspects of Roman law that have particular importance to today's lawyer. The last three
chapters of the book offer an overview of the history of Roman law from the early Middle Ages to
modern times and illustrate the way in which Roman law furnished the basis of contemporary civil
law systems. In this part, special attention is given to the factors that warranted the revival and
subsequent reception of Roman law as the ‘common law’ of Continental Europe. Combining the
perspectives of legal history with those of social and political history, the book can be profitably read
by students and scholars, as well as by general readers with an interest in ancient and early
European legal history. The civil law tradition is the oldest legal tradition in the world today,
embracing many legal systems currently in force in Continental Europe, Latin America and other
parts of the world. Despite the considerable differences in the substantive laws of civil law countries,
a fundamental unity exists between them. The most obvious element of unity is the fact that the civil
law systems are all derived from the same sources and their legal institutions are classified in
accordance with a commonly accepted scheme existing prior to their own development, which they



adopted and adapted at some stage in their history. Roman law is both in point of time and range of
influence the first catalyst in the evolution of the civil law tradition.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: A Guide to General Principles of Law in
International Investment Arbitration Patrick Dumberry, 2020-04-20 In recent years there has
been a noticeable increase in references by investor-State arbitral tribunals to general principles of
law as a source of law, however these references have rarely been accompanied by detailed
explanation. This book aims to provide the actors involved in investor-State arbitration with a set of
comprehensive guidelines to better understand the nature, meaning, and function of general
principles of law in the field of international investment law. Applying these principles to practice,
the book assesses seventeen concepts and notions in the field of investment arbitration to provide
counsel and arbitrators with clear guidance on what should (and should not) be considered a general
principle of law.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Public Services Issues with Rare and
Archival Law Materials Michael Widener, 2013-09-13 “Rare books and archives come alive when
consulted by readers and researchers.” --from the IntroductionIn the administrative and budgetary
environment of law librarianship, outstanding reference service is crucial to the survival and growth
of special collections. Public Services Issues with Rare and Archival Law Materials offers practical
suggestions for putting these valuable special collections to work. Each chapter gives clear, proven
advice on making the most of rare book sections and archives to contribute to the mission of their
libraries and parent institutions. Public Services Issues with Rare and Archival Law Materials
provides a comprehensive overview of issues in using these special collections. It begins with an
original study of the research habits of legal historians, which can help you plan a strategy for
making your collection more accessible to scholars. It concludes with thoughtful consideration of the
ethical issues of using archived papers, balancing the scholar’s need to understand the inner
workings of the legal system against the need for private court deliberations and attorney-client
privilege. This wide-ranging book provides the tools you need for keeping archives in active service,
including: detailed instructions for the care and use of rare legal materials ideas for creating
exhibits and outreach activities, including Web sites suggestions for working with early books on
Roman and canon law practical techniques for using archives in litigation and cooperating with
attorneys a bibliography of law-related archives and rare-book librarianshipThis essential book will
assist rare book librarians and archivists to provide better reference service by providing examples
of best practice and solutions to common problems. Public Services Issues with Rare and Archival
Law Materials is an indispensable resource for law librarians, archivists, and scholars.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Inter Cives Necnon Peregrinos Jan
Hallebeek, Roberto Fiori, Martin Josef Schermaier, Jean-Pierre Coriat, Ernest Metzger, 2014 The
contributions to this volume are concerned with the Roman law of antiquity in its broadest sense,
covering both private and public law from the Roman Republic to the Byzantine era, including legal
papyrology. They also examine the reception of Roman law in Western Europe and its colonies
(specifically the Dutch East Indies) from the Middle Ages to the promulgation of the German
Burgerliche Gesetzbuch in 1900. They reflect the wide interests of Professor Boudewijn Sirks, whom
the volume honours on the occasion of his retirement and whose work and career have transcended
frontiers and nations.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Jurisprudence and Practical Logic of
Civil Code Xianzhong Sun, 2024-11-06 This book is a collection of articles that the author has
pondered for a long time on the legal theory and practice of China's civil law. It mainly discusses the
systematic, scientific and practical issues of Chinese civil law. At the macro level, it covers the
relationship between the general provisions and the specific provisions of the Civil Code, the
introduction, decline and revival of the Pandekton system in the process of drafting the Civil Code in
China, and the important position of the Civil Code in the national governance system; at the meso
level, it analyses the legislative arrangement and practical significance of the real right of the Civil
Code; at the micro level, it explains the attribute of unauthorised disposal and the legal basis for the



abolition of this clause in the Contract Law.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Outlines of Roman Law Comprising Its
Historical Growth and General Principles William Carey Morey, 1891
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: General Principles as a Source of
International Law Imogen Saunders, 2021-02-25 This book provides a comprehensive analysis of
an often neglected, misunderstood and maligned source of international law. Article 38(1)(c) of the
Statute of the International Court of Justice sets out that the Court will apply the 'general principles
of law recognized by civilized nations'. This source is variously lauded and criticised: held up as a
panacea to all international law woes or denied even normative validity. The contrasting views and
treatments of General Principles stem from a lack of a model of the source itself. This book provides
that model, offering a new and rigorous understanding of Article 38(1)(c) that will be of immense
value to scholars and practitioners of international law alike. At the heart of the book is a new
tetrahedral framework of analysis - looking to function, type, methodology and jurisprudential
legitimacy. Adopting an historical approach, the book traces the development of the source from
1875 to 2019, encompassing jurisprudence of the Permanent Court of International Justice and the
International Court of Justice as well as cases from international criminal tribunals, the International
Criminal Court and the World Trade Organisation. The book argues for precision in identifying cases
that actually apply General Principles, and builds upon these 'proper use' cases to advance a
comprehensive model of General Principles, advocating for a global approach to the methodology of
the source.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: International Law United States.
Department of the Army, 1964
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: The Talmud Yerushalmi and
Graeco-Roman Culture Peter Schäfer, Catherine Hezser, 1998 This volume focuses on a wide
range of topics such as gender studies, aspects of everyday life, Roman festivals, magic, etc., hereby
reflecting on the methodological problems inherent in intercultural studies.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: General Principles and the Coherence of
International Law Mads Andenas, Malgosia Fitzmaurice, Attila Tanzi, Jan Wouters, 2019-05-20
General Principles and the Coherence of International Lawprovides a collection of intellectually
stimulating contributions from leading international lawyers to the discourse on the role of general
principles in international law. Offering a comprehensive analysis of the doctrines, practices, and
debates on general principles of law, the volume assesses their role in safeguarding the coherence of
the international legal system. This important book addresses the relationship between principles of
law and the other sources of international law, explores the interplay between principles of law and
domestic and regional legal systems and the role of principles of law with regard to three specific
regimes of international law: investment law, human rights law and environmental law.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Roman Law & Comparative Law Alan
Watson, 1991 Provides a comprehensive description of the system of Roman law, discussing slavery,
property, contracts, delicts and succession. Also examines the ways in which Roman law influenced
later legal systems such as the structure of European legal systems, tort law in the French civil code,
differences between contract law in France and Germany, parameters of judicial reasoning, feudal
law, and the interests of governments in making and communicating law.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: Handbook for Classical Research David
Schaps, 2010-09-13 The Handbook for Classical Research offers guidance to students needing to
learn more about the different fields and subfields of classical research, and its methods and
resources.
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: The Stoic Tradition from Antiquity to
the Early Middle Ages Marcia l. Colish, 1985
  what are the four basic principles of roman law: General Principles of Law in the
Decisions of International Criminal Courts and Tribunals Fabián Raimondo, 2008-11-30
International lawyers usually disregard the vital functions that general principles of law may play in



the decisions of international courts and tribunals. As far as international criminal law is concerned,
general principles of law may be crucial to the outcome of an international trial, inter alia because
the conviction of an accused in respect of a particular charge may depend on the existence of a
given defence under this source. This volume examines the role that general principles of law have
played in the decisions of international criminal courts and tribunals. In particular, it analyses their
alleged ‘subsidiary’ nature, their process of determination, and their transposition from national
legal systems into international law. It concludes that general principles of law have played a
significant role in the decisions of international criminal courts and tribunals, not only by filling legal
gaps, but also by being a fundamental means for the interpretation of legal rules and the
enhancement of legal reasoning.
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