the yellow wallpaper analysis

The Yellow Wallpaper Analysis: Unveiling the Layers of a Gothic Feminist
Classic

the yellow wallpaper analysis invites readers into a haunting narrative that
transcends its gothic surface to explore themes of mental health, gender
roles, and societal oppression. Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s 1892 short story,
“The Yellow Wallpaper,” is much more than a tale of psychological decline-it
is a profound critique wrapped in eerie imagery and compelling symbolism.
Whether you’re a student, a literary enthusiast, or simply curious about the
story’s enduring impact, diving into an analysis of this work uncovers layers
that resonate even today.

The Historical and Social Context Behind The
Yellow Wallpaper

Understanding the backdrop against which “The Yellow Wallpaper” was written
is crucial for a meaningful analysis. In the late 19th century, women’s
health—both physical and mental-was often misunderstood and mismanaged. The
prevailing medical advice for “nervous conditions,” such as postpartum
depression, was the infamous “rest cure,” which entailed isolation and
forbidding intellectual or creative activity.

Gilman herself experienced this treatment, and her story is a direct response
to it. The narrative reflects the patriarchal medical establishment’s
dismissal of women’s autonomy, especially concerning their mental well-being.
The yellow wallpaper, therefore, becomes a metaphor for the oppressive
structures confining women during that era.

Gender Roles and Patriarchal Control

The story vividly portrays the protagonist’s husband, John, as both caregiver
and jailer. His condescending attitude—referring to his wife as a “little
girl” and controlling every aspect of her life—exemplifies the gender
dynamics typical of the period. This dynamic is a key element in the yellow
wallpaper analysis, as it highlights how societal norms not only restricted
women'’s freedom but also contributed to their psychological distress.

Symbolism and Imagery in The Yellow Wallpaper

One of the most striking aspects of the story is its rich symbolism, which
lends itself to multiple interpretations. The yellow wallpaper itself is a



complex symbol that evolves throughout the narrative.

The Wallpaper as a Symbol of Entrapment

At first glance, the wallpaper’s chaotic, “sickly” pattern is unsettling,
mirroring the protagonist’s growing unease. As the story progresses, she
begins to perceive a woman trapped behind the wallpaper’s convoluted design.
This woman symbolizes the protagonist’s own feelings of entrapment—both
physically in the secluded room and psychologically in her prescribed role.

The act of peeling off the wallpaper represents a desperate attempt to break
free from these constraints. This imagery resonates with readers as a
metaphor for the struggle against societal limitations and mental
confinement.

The Room and Its Setting

The nursery where the protagonist is confined is significant. Once meant for
children, it is ironically the space where she is forced to regress,
reinforcing infantilization. The barred windows and immovable bedposts
further emphasize restriction and imprisonment. All these environmental
details contribute to the psychological horror of the story and underline the
theme of control.

Psychological Themes and Mental Health
Depiction

At its core, “The Yellow Wallpaper” is a poignant exploration of mental
illness, specifically postpartum depression and psychosis. The protagonist’s
descent into madness is depicted through her unreliable narration, a
technique that allows readers to experience her deteriorating mental state
firsthand.

Unreliable Narrator and Subjective Reality

The story is told through a series of journal entries, which means we see the
world filtered through the protagonist’s increasingly distorted perspective.
This narrative approach challenges readers to question what is real and what
is hallucination, making the yellow wallpaper analysis particularly
fascinating from a psychological standpoint.

Her obsession with the wallpaper’s pattern and the figure trapped within can



be interpreted as manifestations of her inner turmoil. This blurring of
reality and delusion effectively conveys the isolating and confusing nature
of mental illness.

The Rest Cure and Its Consequences

The prescribed “rest cure” is ironically detrimental, as enforced inactivity
and suppression of creative expression exacerbate the protagonist’s
condition. Gilman critiques this treatment method by illustrating how it
intensifies feelings of powerlessness and despair.

For modern readers and mental health advocates, the story serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of disregarding patients’ voices and
individuality in therapeutic settings.

Feminist Readings of The Yellow Wallpaper

“The Yellow Wallpaper” has become a cornerstone text in feminist literary
studies. It articulates the struggle against the systemic silencing and
marginalization of women.

Women’s Autonomy and Voice

Throughout the narrative, the protagonist’s attempts to assert her own voice
are met with dismissal. Her writing is secretive because it is forbidden, and
her thoughts are belittled by her husband and society. The yellow wallpaper
analysis often focuses on this theme of silenced female expression and the
desperate need for self-assertion.

Breaking Free from Patriarchal Constraints

The climax, where the protagonist tears down the wallpaper and declares
herself free, can be read as both a moment of liberation and a tragic
breakdown. This duality reflects the complexities women faced when fighting
against entrenched social norms.

Tips for Analyzing The Yellow Wallpaper in
Academic Settings

If you’'re approaching this story for a class or literary project, consider



these strategies to deepen your analysis:

Close Reading: Pay attention to the detailed descriptions of the
wallpaper and setting, as these carry symbolic weight.

e Historical Research: Contextualize the story within the medical and
social practices of the late 1800s.

e Character Study: Explore the dynamics between the narrator and John to
understand gender and power relations.

e Psychological Lens: Analyze the narrator’s mental state using concepts
from psychology, such as depression and psychosis.

e Feminist Critique: Frame your interpretation around themes of women’s
rights, autonomy, and expression.

The Legacy and Relevance of The Yellow
Wallpaper Today

More than a century after its publication, “The Yellow Wallpaper” remains
strikingly relevant. Its exploration of mental health challenges assumptions
and stigmas that persist even now. Additionally, its feminist themes continue
to inspire discussions about gender equality and personal freedom.

The story’'s enduring appeal lies in its layered narrative that invites
readers to peel back its metaphorical wallpaper to reveal uncomfortable
truths about society and the human psyche. Whether in literary circles,
mental health advocacy, or feminist discourse, “The Yellow Wallpaper” stands
as a powerful testament to the resilience and complexity of women’s
experiences.

Reading the story with a keen eye on its symbolism, themes, and historical
context allows us to appreciate Gilman’s craft and the boldness of her social
critique. The yellow wallpaper analysis, therefore, is not just an academic
exercise but a journey into understanding how literature can challenge and
transform perspectives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Yellow Wallpaper'?

The main theme of 'The Yellow Wallpaper' is the oppression of women and the



impact of patriarchal society on women's mental health. It explores the
consequences of denying women autonomy and the effects of confinement on
psychological well-being.

How does the wallpaper symbolize the narrator's
mental state in 'The Yellow Wallpaper'?

The wallpaper symbolizes the narrator's deteriorating mental state. Its
chaotic, unsettling pattern reflects her growing confusion and obsession, and
the woman she perceives trapped behind it represents her feelings of
entrapment and desire for freedom.

What narrative style is used in 'The Yellow
Wallpaper' and how does it affect the story?

The story is written in a first-person journal format, which provides
intimate insight into the narrator's thoughts and feelings. This style
creates a sense of immediacy and allows readers to experience her
psychological decline firsthand.

How does 'The Yellow Wallpaper' critique 19th-
century medical treatment of women?

The story critiques 19th-century medical treatment by illustrating the
harmful effects of the 'rest cure' prescribed to the narrator, which involves
isolation and inactivity. It highlights how such treatments often ignored
women's voices and exacerbated mental health issues.

In what ways does 'The Yellow Wallpaper' address the
theme of freedom and confinement?

The story addresses freedom and confinement through the narrator's physical
imprisonment in the room with the yellow wallpaper and her mental
imprisonment by societal expectations. Her obsession with the wallpaper and
the figure trapped within symbolizes her struggle to break free from these
constraints.

What role does the setting play in the overall
analysis of 'The Yellow Wallpaper'?

The setting of the isolated, rented mansion and specifically the nursery room
with barred windows enhances the theme of confinement and control. It
reflects the narrator's isolation and contributes to the claustrophobic
atmosphere that mirrors her mental entrapment.



Additional Resources

The Yellow Wallpaper Analysis: A Deep Dive into Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s
Gothic Feminist Classic

the yellow wallpaper analysis reveals a complex exploration of mental health,
gender roles, and societal constraints in the late 19th century. Charlotte
Perkins Gilman’s 1892 short story has long been celebrated for its incisive
critique of the medical and patriarchal treatment of women, especially
regarding mental illness and autonomy. This analysis attempts to unpack the
layers of symbolism, narrative technique, and thematic resonance that make
"The Yellow Wallpaper" a seminal work in feminist literature and
psychological horror.

Historical and Social Context of The Yellow
Wallpaper

Understanding the context in which Gilman wrote "The Yellow Wallpaper" is
crucial for a comprehensive analysis. The story emerged during a period when
women'’s rights were severely limited, and diagnoses such as “hysteria” were
commonly applied to a wide range of female behaviors. The prevailing medical
treatment for mental health issues in women often involved enforced rest and
isolation, a practice that Gilman herself experienced and later criticized
vehemently.

This backdrop informs much of the story’s tension. The narrator’s
confinement, prescribed by her physician husband, John, is reflective of the
era’s gendered medical practices. It highlights how women’s voices and
experiences were frequently dismissed or pathologized, and how their autonomy
was curtailed under the guise of care. The yellow wallpaper itself becomes a
symbol of this oppression, representing the tangled and suffocating
constraints imposed on women’s mental and physical freedoms.

Narrative Structure and Point of View

One of the most distinctive features of "The Yellow Wallpaper" is its use of
first-person narration, presented through the form of journal entries. This
choice allows readers intimate access to the narrator’s descent into
psychological distress, blurring the lines between reality and delusion. The
unreliable narrator device is employed masterfully, making the reader
question what is real and what is a manifestation of the protagonist’s
deteriorating mental state.

The journal format also serves as a form of rebellion for the narrator, who
is otherwise silenced and controlled. Writing becomes her only outlet for
self-expression, even as her observations grow increasingly fragmented and



obsessive. This gradual unraveling through the narrative conveys the
devastating effects of isolation and neglect, intensifying the story’s
psychological impact.

Symbolism of the Yellow Wallpaper

The wallpaper itself is arguably the story’s central symbol, rich with
interpretive possibilities. Initially described as ugly and disturbing, the
wallpaper’s intricate pattern becomes an obsession for the narrator. She
perceives a trapped woman struggling behind the chaotic design, which can be
read as a metaphor for her own confinement.

This symbolic “woman in the wallpaper” embodies the narrator’s suppressed
identity and desire for freedom. The pattern’s complexity and the narrator’s
efforts to decode it reflect the broader societal confusion and resistance
surrounding women’s roles. The wallpaper’s transformation from a simple
background to an all-consuming presence mirrors the protagonist’s mental
collapse and intensifying awareness of her oppression.

Themes Explored in The Yellow Wallpaper

Several interwoven themes emerge through the story’s narrative and symbolism,
making it a rich text for literary and cultural analysis.

Mental Illness and the Misdiagnosis of Women

At its core, "The Yellow Wallpaper" is a commentary on the misunderstanding
and mistreatment of mental illness, particularly in women. The narrator’s
condition, likely postpartum depression or psychosis, is dismissed and
trivialized by her husband and doctor. Their prescribed “rest cure” — devoid
of intellectual stimulation or social interaction — exacerbates rather than
alleviates her symptoms.

This theme resonates with modern discussions about mental health,
highlighting the dangers of neglect and the importance of listening to
patients’ experiences. Gilman’s own life, including her recovery from a
similar treatment regimen, underscores the autobiographical elements that
inform the story’s critique.

Gender Roles and Patriarchal Control

The story vividly illustrates the restrictive gender dynamics of the time.
John’s patronizing attitude and his control over the narrator’s environment



reflect the broader societal tendency to infantilize women and silence their
autonomy. The domestic setting, traditionally associated with female
confinement, becomes a prison both literal and symbolic.

Through this lens, the story challenges the assumption that women are
inherently fragile and in need of male supervision. The narrator’s eventual
rebellion against these constraints, albeit through a psychological break,
can be interpreted as a radical assertion of selfhood in the face of systemic
oppression.

Freedom and Confinement

Freedom — both physical and psychological — is a persistent concern
throughout the narrative. The narrator’s confinement in the isolated room
with the yellow wallpaper serves as a microcosm of the limitations imposed on
women’s lives. Her growing obsession with the wallpaper and the imagined
woman trapped within it represent a yearning for liberation.

The story’s climax, where the narrator creeps over her husband and declares
herself free, is deeply ambiguous. It can be read as a moment of triumph or
tragic madness, reflecting the complex interplay between enforced confinement
and the desire for self-expression.

Stylistic Elements and Literary Devices

Gilman’s use of language and literary techniques contributes significantly to
the story’s enduring power.

e Imagery: The vivid, often grotesque descriptions of the wallpaper evoke
a sense of claustrophobia and unease, immersing the reader in the
narrator’s disturbed perspective.

e Foreshadowing: Early hints about the narrator’s mental state and the
oppressive atmosphere build suspense and prepare the reader for the
story’s unsettling conclusion.

e Symbolism: Beyond the wallpaper itself, objects such as the barred
windows and the locked door reinforce the theme of imprisonment.

e Irony: The husband’s role as a physician tasked with healing contrasts
sharply with his role in contributing to the narrator’s decline.

These devices work in concert to create a narrative that is both
psychologically intense and socially critical.



Comparisons to Contemporary Works

When juxtaposed with other late 19th-century literature addressing women’s
issues, "The Yellow Wallpaper" stands out for its unflinching portrayal of
mental illness and gender oppression. Unlike more sentimental or reformist
texts of the time, Gilman’s story adopts a gothic, almost horror-inflected
tone that dramatizes the consequences of neglect and misunderstanding.

It shares thematic concerns with works like Kate Chopin’s "The Awakening,"
which also explores female autonomy and societal constraints, but “The Yellow
Wallpaper” is uniquely intimate and claustrophobic in its narrative scope.
This focus on the interior experience of mental breakdown offers a pioneering
psychological depth rare in its era.

Relevance and Impact in Modern Discourse

Decades after its publication, "The Yellow Wallpaper" continues to resonate
in discussions about feminism, mental health, and medical ethics. Its
critique of the “rest cure” has influenced modern psychiatric practices by
emphasizing the importance of agency and active treatment in mental health
care.

Additionally, the story has become a staple in feminist literary studies,
symbolizing the struggle against patriarchal structures that silence women’s
voices. Its vivid imagery and psychological insight have inspired numerous
adaptations across media, including film, theater, and visual art, attesting
to its enduring cultural significance.

The layered complexity revealed through this yellow wallpaper analysis
underscores why Gilman’s work remains a powerful lens through which to
examine issues of voice, identity, and freedom. The story’s unsettling
portrayal of confinement and madness invites ongoing reflection about how
societal norms shape and sometimes distort individual experience.

The Yellow Wallpaper Analysis

the yellow wallpaper analysis: The Yellow Wallpaper - A Stylistic Analysis Robert Kampf,
2010-04-21 Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Linguistics, grade: 3,0, University of Munster (Englisches Seminar), language: English,
abstract: The task will be to examine the given extract in terms of style, narration and possible
meaning emerging from the text and it’s mostly foregrounded elements. Further ambitions are to
analyze how Gilman uses autobiographical elements for an implied authorship and to discuss the
problem of interpretation. This question arises automatically, when dealing only with extracts from,
therefore not complete, texts, and will be deepened in the concluding chapter: “Reconsideration”.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Charlotte Perkins Gilman's The Yellow Wall-Paper Catherine ]J.


https://coloursskateboarding.com/archive-th-114/the-yellow-wallpaper-analysis.pdf

Golden, 2013-10-18 In 1892, Charlotte Perkins Gilman published her landmark work, The Yellow
Wall-Paper, generating spirited debates in literary and political circles on both sides of the Atlantic.
Today this story of a young wife and mother succumbing to madness is hailed both as a feminist
classic and a key text in the American literary canon. This sourcebook combines extracts from
contemporary documents and critical reviews with incisive commentary, providing: *an introduction
to the political, biographical and medical contexts in which Gilman was writing *a publishing and
critical history of the work with extracts from the earliest reviews through to recent criticism *a
chronology of key biographical and contextual events *an annotated guide to further reading
*original illustrations and photographs of the author and figures related to the story. Filled with
extensive commentary, as well as contextual and critical materials, this reprint of the complete
original text--as published in the New England Magazine in 1892--constitutes an important critical
edition.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Descent into Madness or Liberation of Self? An Analysis of the

final scene of “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman Elisabeth Wiirtz, 2011
Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2009 im Fachbereich Amerikanistik - Literatur, Note: 1,3, Katholische

Universitat Eichstatt-Ingolstadt, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: When The Yellow Wallpaper by
Charlotte Perkins Gilman is first published in The New England Magazine in 1892, most readers and
critics perceive it to be first and foremost a gothic tale following Poe. Although Gilman is a known
activist for women's rights and notwithstanding the so-called woman question as one of the major
issues of the 19th century, it is not until the short story's republication in 1973 that a noteworthy
number of critics adopt a feminist reading of The Yellow Wallpaper. Among these critics - whether
they analyze the short story's formal and stylistic features, prefer a reader-oriented approach or
focus on the historical context - one of the most controversially discussed aspects of the short story
is its ending: the scene, where Jane, the protagonist, has stripped off the wallpaper to liberate the
woman trapped behind it and crawls through the room over her unconscious husband. Some critics,
like Quawas, Gilbert and Gunbar claim that the narrator is not insane, but instead achieves a
different, elevated state of sanity and truth and therefore consider the ending as something positive,
as a victory Jane gains over her husband and the patriarchal society. Others however construe the
final scene as a defeat and consider Jane to lose touch with reality and descend into insanity.
Hedges, for instance, argues, that the protagonist is at the end defeated, totally mad and Suess
constitutes that she is unable to distinguish fantasy from reality and asks how living in a state of
psychosis [could] be considered triumphant in any way . Johnson again doubts whether Gilman
herself actually fully comprehended the dimensions of her protagonist's madness . So what has
really happened to the protagonist? How is the short story's final scene to be understood? Is Jane
defeated or does she exper

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Charlotte Perkins Gilman's "The Yellow Wallpaper": an Analysis
Verena Schorkhuber, 2008 Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies -
Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Vienna (Institut f r Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course:
Seminar des 2. Studienabschnitts, 40 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: This
paper seeks to shed light upon Charlotte Perkins Gilman's short story The Yellow Wallpaper (1892) -
a text that has become an American feminist classic and has been interpreted as a 'transformed
autobiography' (Shulman, xix), as a 'journalistic/clinical account of a woman's gradual descent into
madness' (Bak, 39), and in multiple ways as a 'critique of gender relations' (Shulman, xix). It is a
'bitter story', as Ann J. Lane describes it, 'of a young woman driven to insanity by a loving
husband-doctor, who, with the purest motives, imposed Mitchell's rest cure' (Lane, vii). The narrator
of the story is diagnosed as suffering from a 'temporary nervous depression' (W, 4), which is today
known as 'postpartum depression', that is, a depression caused by profound hormonal changes after
childbirth. Written some five years after the author herself, following the birth of her first child,
became 'a mental wreck' in need of a 'rest cure', The Yellow Wallpaper is a fictionalized account of
Gilman's own subjection to the rest cure of Silas Weir Mitchell, whose mode of treatment so
notoriously typified conventional late Victorian doctoring of women .



the yellow wallpaper analysis: Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s "The Yellow Wallpaper". An analysis
Verena Schorkhuber, 2008-09-23 Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies
- Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Vienna (Institut fir Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course:
Seminar des 2. Studienabschnitts, language: English, abstract: This paper seeks to shed light upon
Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s short story “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1892) - a text that has become an
American feminist classic and has been interpreted as a ‘transformed autobiography’ (Shulman, xix),
as a ‘journalistic/clinical account of a woman’s gradual descent into madness’ (Bak, 39), and in
multiple ways as a ‘critique of gender relations’ (Shulman, xix). It is a ‘bitter story’, as Ann J. Lane
describes it, ‘of a young woman driven to insanity by a loving husband-doctor, who, with the purest
motives, imposed Mitchell’s “rest cure”’ (Lane, vii). The narrator of the story is diagnosed as
suffering from a ‘temporary nervous depression’ (W, 4), which is today known as ‘postpartum
depression’, that is, a depression caused by profound hormonal changes after childbirth. Written
some five years after the author herself, following the birth of her first child, became ‘a mental
wreck’ in need of a ‘rest cure’, “The Yellow Wallpaper” is a fictionalized account of Gilman’s own
subjection to the rest cure of Silas Weir Mitchell, whose mode of treatment so notoriously typified
conventional late Victorian doctoring of women .

the yellow wallpaper analysis: The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman (Book
Analysis) Corinne Herward, 2019-04-04 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Yellow
Wallpaper with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents
an analysis of The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, a haunting short story about a
woman suffering from post-partum depression, whose doctor husband prescribes her a ‘rest cure’:
she is to remain in the same room at the top of the house, to see no one, and to refrain from all
reading, writing and thinking. However, as time goes by, with nothing to occupy her other than
staring at the room’s ugly yellow wallpaper, the narrator starts to see a woman trapped within its
endless pattern, and begins to wonder how she could set the woman in the wallpaper free... The
Yellow Wallpaper was inspired by Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s own experiences of post-partum
depression, and has come to be regarded as a classic of feminist literature. Find out everything you
need to know about The Yellow Wallpaper in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative
reading guide brings you: ¢ A complete plot summary * Character studies ¢ Key themes and symbols
* Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital
format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Feminist Theory and Literary Practice Deborah L. Madsen,
2000-08-20 An accessible account of the varieties of feminist thought within the context of the key
American texts including Kate Chopin, Alice Walker and Ann Beattie.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Grenziiberschreitungen Walter Griinzweig, Andreas Solbach,
1999

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Charlotte Perkins Gilman's The Yellow Wall-paper
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 2004 This sourcebook combines extracts from contemporary documents
and critical reviews, providing an introduction, a publishing and critical history, a chronology of key
events, a guide to further reading and original pictures.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Feminist Issues in Literary Scholarship Shari Benstock,
1987 ... an important and valuable collection... the essays are at the cutting edge of post modernism.
-- Maggie Humm, Women's Studies International Forum This well-written, carefully edited anthology
provides an excellent overview of the thicket of contemporary feminist literary theory... No library
should be without it. -- Kathryn Allen Rabuzzi, Syracuse University, Religious Studies Review In all,
this is a rich and varied collection. -- Journal of Modern Literature Explores the aesthetic and
political issues inherent in feminist critical theory and practice. Contributors include Shari Benstock,
Elaine Showalter, Nina Baym, Paula A. Treichler, Jane Marcus, Josephine Donovan, Judith Kegan



Gardiner, Judith Newton, Lillian S. Robinson, Nina Auerbach, Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, Hortense J.
Spillers, and Susan Stanford Friedman.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: The Yellow Wallpaper Charlotte Gilman, 2018-05-07 The
Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman. The Yellow Wallpaper is a short story by American
writer Charlotte Perkins Gilman, first published in January 1892 in The New England Magazine. It is
regarded as an important early work of American feminist literature, illustrating attitudes in the
19th century toward women's health, both physical and mental. Presented in the first person, the
story is a collection of journal entries written by a woman whose physician husband has rented an
old mansion for the summer. Forgoing other rooms in the house, the couple moves into the upstairs
nursery. As a form of treatment, the unnamed woman is forbidden from working, and is encouraged
to eat well and get plenty of exercise and air, so she can recuperate from what he calls a temporary
nervous depression - a slight hysterical tendency, a diagnosis common to women in that period.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Aesthetics in Feminist Perspective Hilde Hein, Carolyn C.
Korsmeyer, 1993-09-22 A first-rate introduction to the field, accessible to scholars working from a
variety of disciplinary and theoretical perspectives. Highly recommended... -- Choice ... offers both
broad theoretical considerations and applications to specific art forms, diverse methodological
perspectives, and healthy debate among the contributors.... [an] outstanding volume.A -- Philosophy
and Literature ... this volume represents an eloquent and enlightened attempt to reconceptualize the
field of aesthetic theory by encouraging its tendencies toward openness, self-reflexivity and
plurality. -- Discourse & Society All of the authors challenge the traditional notion of a pure and
disinterested observer that does not allow for questions of race/ethnicity, class, sexual preference,
or gender. -- Signs These essays examine the intellectual traditions of the philosophy of art and
aesthetics. Containing essays by scholars and by the writer Marilyn French, the collection ranges
from the history of aesthetic theory to a philosophical reflection on fashion. The contributions are
unified by a sustained scrutiny of the nature of feminist, feminine, or female art, creativity, and
interpretation.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: "The Yellow Wall-paper" by Charlotte Perkins Gilman
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 2006 A critical edition of Gilman's turn-of-the-century feminist novel
presents both manuscript and magazine versions, critically edited, and printed in parallel.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: The Yellow Wallpaper Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 1998 The
yellow wallpaper was written in 1892 when the position of women in the US was very different. The
short story examines both depression or mental illness suffered by the author and the social norms
which government women's lives at the time. Contains full-text of the short story, critical analysis
and biographical information.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: The Yellow Wall Paper Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 1899

the yellow wallpaper analysis: The Yellow Wallpaper (Illustrated) Charlotte Perkins
Gilman, 2014-04-10 The Yellow Wallpaper is a 6,000-word short story by the American writer
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, first published in January 1892 in The New England Magazine. It is
regarded as an important early work of American feminist literature, illustrating attitudes in the
19th century toward women's physical and mental health. Presented in the first person, the story is
a collection of journal entries written by a woman whose physician husband has confined her to the
upstairs bedroom of a house he has rented for the summer. She is forbidden from working and has
to hide her journal from him, so she can recuperate from what he calls a temporary nervous
depression - a slight hysterical tendency, a diagnosis common to women in that period. The windows
of the room are barred, and there is a gate across the top of the stairs, allowing her husband to
control her access to the rest of the house. The story depicts the effect of confinement on the
narrator's mental health and her descent into psychosis. With nothing to stimulate her, she becomes
obsessed by the pattern and color of the wallpaper. It is the strangest yellow, that wall-paper! It
makes me think of all the yellow things I ever saw - not beautiful ones like buttercups, but old foul,
bad yellow things. But there is something else about that paper - the smell! ... The only thing I can
think of that it is like is the color of the paper! A yellow smell. In the end, she imagines there are



women creeping around behind the patterns of the wallpaper and comes to believe she is one of
them. She locks herself in the room, now the only place she feels safe, refusing to leave when the
summer rental is up. For outside you have to creep on the ground, and everything is green instead of
yellow. But here I can creep smoothly on the floor, and my shoulder just fits in that long smooch
around the wall, so I cannot lose my way. A woman gradually suffers a mental breakdown as a result
of confinement and denial of her creative energies by her husband.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Gilbert and Gubar's The Madwoman in the Attic after Thirty
Years Annette R. Federico, 2011-01-25 When it was published in 1979, Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan
Gubar's The Madwoman in the Attic: The Woman Writer and the Nineteenth-Century Literary
Imaginationwas hailed as a pathbreaking work of criticism, changing the way future scholars would
read Jane Austen, Mary Shelley, the Brontés, George Eliot, and Emily Dickinson. This
thirtieth-anniversary collection adds both valuable reassessments and new readings and analyses
inspired by Gilbert and Gubar’s approach. It includes work by established and up-and-coming
scholars, as well as retrospective accounts of the ways in which The Madwoman in the Attic has
influenced teaching, feminist activism, and the lives of women in academia. These contributions
represent both the diversity of today’s feminist criticism and the tremendous expansion of the
nineteenth-century canon. The authors take as their subjects specific nineteenth- and
twentieth-century women writers, the state of feminist theory and pedagogy, genre studies, film,
race, and postcolonialism, with approaches ranging from ecofeminism to psychoanalysis. And
although each essay opens Madwoman to a different page, all provocatively circle back—with
admiration and respect, objections and challenges, questions and arguments—to Gilbert and Gubar's
groundbreaking work. The essays are as diverse as they are provocative. Susan Fraiman describes
how Madwoman opened the canon, politicized critical practice, and challenged compulsory
heterosexuality, while Marlene Tromp tells how it elegantly embodied many concerns central to
second-wave feminism. Other chapters consider Madwoman'’s impact on Milton studies, on
cinematic adaptations of Wuthering Heights, and on reassessments of Ann Radcliffe as one of the
book’s suppressed foremothers. In the thirty years since its publication, The Madwoman in the Attic
has potently informed literary criticism of women'’s writing: its strategic analyses of canonical works
and its insights into the interconnections between social environment and human creativity have
been absorbed by contemporary critical practices. These essays constitute substantive interventions
into established debates and ongoing questions among scholars concerned with defining third-wave
feminism, showing that, as a feminist symbol, the raging madwoman still has the power to disrupt
conventional ideas about gender, myth, sexuality, and the literary imagination.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Rich and Strange Marianne DeKoven, 2021-07-13 Like the
products of the sea-change described in Ariel's song in The Tempest, modernist writing is rich and
strange. Its greatness lies in its density and its dislocations, which have until now been viewed as a
repudiation of and an alternative to the cultural implications of turn-of-the-century political
radicalism. Marianne DeKoven argues powerfully to the contrary, maintaining that modernist form
evolved precisely as a means of representing the terrifying appeal of movements such as socialism
and feminism. Organized around pairs and groups of female-and male-signed texts, the book reveals
the gender-inflected ambivalence of modernist writers. Male modernists, desiring utter change,
nevertheless feared the loss of hegemony it might entail, while female modernists feared punishment
for desiring such change. With water imagery as a focus throughout, DeKoven provides extensive
new readings of canonical modernist texts and of works in the feminist and African-American canons
not previously considered modernist. Building on insights of Luce Irigaray, Klaus Theweleit, and
Jacques Derrida, she finds in modernism a paradigm of unresolved contradiction that enacts in the
realm of form an alternative to patriarchal gender relations.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Interpretation and Film Studies Phillip Novak, 2020-07-31
This book argues that the sustained interpretation of individual movies has, contrary to conventional
wisdom, never been a major preoccupation of film studies—that, indeed, the field is marked by a
dearth of effective, engaging, and enlightening critical analyses of single films. The book makes this



case by surveying what has been written about four historically important and well-known movies
(D. W. Griffith’s Way Down East, Marcel Carné’s Port of Shadows, Mike Nichols’s The Graduate, and
Michelangelo Antonioni’s Red Desert), none of which has been the focus of sustained critical
attention, and by exhaustively examining the kinds of work published in four influential film journals
(Cinema Journal, Screen, Wide Angle, and Movie). The book goes on to argue for the value of the
work of interpretation, illustrating this value through extended analyses of Roman Polanski’s
Chinatown and Christopher Nolan’s Memento, both of which thematize interpretation. Novak
demonstrates the causes and consequences of reading poorly and the importance of reading well.

the yellow wallpaper analysis: Toward a Feminist Philosophy of Economics Drucilla K. Barker,
Edith Kuiper, 2003 This book edited by two of the most respected figures in feminist economics is a
welcome collection that charts and critically analyses how other movements have influenced the
development of feminist economics as a distinct discipline.
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