the hero next door

The Hero Next Door: Celebrating Everyday Acts of Courage and Kindness

the hero next door is not always someone clad in a cape or celebrated on grand stages. Often, heroes
walk among us quietly, performing small but significant acts of bravery, kindness, and selflessness that
ripple through communities. These unsung heroes embody the spirit of everyday heroism, reminding
us that anyone can make a difference without needing extraordinary powers or fame. Let’s take a

closer look at what makes the hero next door so inspiring and why their stories matter more than ever.

Understanding the Concept of the Hero Next Door

The idea of the hero next door centers around the notion that heroism isn’t confined to fictional
characters or historical legends. Instead, it lives in the ordinary people around us—neighbors, friends,
coworkers—who step up when others need them most. This perspective helps demystify heroism and

encourages everyone to recognize their potential to contribute positively to their surroundings.

Everyday Heroism: What Does It Look Like?

Everyday heroism can take many forms, and it often goes unnoticed because it blends seamlessly into

daily life. Some examples include:

¢ A neighbor who checks in on elderly residents during harsh weather.

¢ A parent volunteering at a local school to support children's education.



¢ A stranger stepping in to help during an accident or emergency.

e Community members organizing neighborhood cleanups or food drives.

These actions may seem small, but collectively, they build stronger, more supportive communities.
Recognizing these acts highlights that you don’t need extraordinary skills to be a hero—just a

willingness to act with compassion.

The Importance of Recognizing the Hero Next Door

Acknowledging the hero next door fosters a culture of gratitude and empathy. It shifts focus from high-
profile achievements to the valuable contributions made by everyday people. This recognition can

inspire others to embrace kindness and courage in their own lives.

Boosting Community Spirit

When communities celebrate their local heroes, it creates a positive feedback loop. People feel more
connected and motivated to support one another. This sense of belonging is crucial for mental well-
being and community resilience, especially during challenging times like natural disasters or social

upheaval.

Inspiring Others to Take Action

Stories of the hero next door often serve as powerful motivators. They demonstrate that heroism is
accessible and achievable at any age or background. This inspiration can lead to increased

volunteerism, social activism, and everyday acts of kindness that collectively improve society.



How to Be the Hero Next Door Yourself

You don’t have to wait for a dramatic moment to become a hero. Developing habits of kindness and

responsibility can set you on the path to becoming a cherished figure in your neighborhood.

Start with Small Acts

Heroism often begins with simple actions. Holding the door open, offering a smile, or helping carry
groceries for an elderly neighbor might seem trivial but can brighten someone’s day. These

interactions build trust and goodwill, laying the foundation for deeper community ties.

Be Observant and Ready to Help

Pay attention to the needs of those around you. Sometimes, the hero next door is the person who
notices when something is wrong and chooses to act—whether that means calling for help, providing

emotional support, or lending practical assistance.

Get Involved in Local Initiatives

Many communities have groups focused on outreach, safety, or environmental care. Joining such
organizations can amplify your impact and connect you with like-minded individuals who share the goal

of making the neighborhood a better place.

Practice Empathy and Patience



True heroism involves understanding others’ struggles and responding with compassion. Patience in
communication and empathy towards different perspectives help build stronger relationships and foster

a supportive environment.

Stories That lllustrate the Hero Next Door

Real-life examples often capture the essence of the hero next door more vividly than abstract

concepts. Consider the following inspiring stories:
e Maria’s Midnight Rescue: A woman who heard a smoke alarm in her apartment building and
alerted neighbors, helping everyone evacuate safely before the firefighters arrived.

e Tom’s Food Pantry Initiative: A retiree who started a community food pantry to assist families

struggling during economic downturns, relying on donations and volunteers.

e Jamal’s Mentoring Program: A high school teacher who dedicates extra hours to mentor at-risk

youth, encouraging them to pursue education and career goals.

These stories emphasize that heroism is not about grand gestures but consistent and heartfelt

commitment to others.

The Role of Media in Highlighting the Hero Next Door

In today’s digital age, media plays a significant role in uncovering and sharing stories of local heroes.
Social media platforms, blogs, and community newsletters can spotlight these individuals, broadening

their reach and impact.



Positive Storytelling Builds Hope

Amid a constant stream of negative news, stories about the hero next door offer balance and hope.
They remind us that kindness and courage are alive and thriving in our neighborhoods, encouraging a

more optimistic outlook.

Encouraging Grassroots Movements

Media coverage can also spark grassroots initiatives by showing how one person’s actions inspire
others. Viral stories often lead to increased support, donations, or volunteer participation, turning

individual heroism into collective progress.

Why the Hero Next Door Matters More Than Ever

In a world facing complex challenges—from public health crises to social divisions—the hero next door
represents the power of community resilience. These individuals serve as beacons of hope,

demonstrating that even modest efforts can create meaningful change.

Building Bridges in Divided Times

When neighbors act with kindness and understanding, they help bridge divides that might otherwise
deepen. The hero next door often plays a crucial role in fostering inclusivity and cooperation across

different backgrounds.



Encouraging Sustainable Support Networks

Relying on local heroes creates sustainable support systems that can respond quickly and effectively
to community needs. This grassroots approach complements official efforts and often reaches people

who might otherwise fall through the cracks.

At its heart, the hero next door is a celebration of humanity’s best qualities—compassion, courage, and
commitment to others. By noticing and nurturing these qualities in ourselves and those around us, we

not only honor these unsung heroes but also help cultivate a kinder, stronger society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Hero Next Door'?

The story of 'The Hero Next Door' revolves around an ordinary person who unexpectedly becomes a

local hero by helping their community overcome challenges and adversities.

Who is the author of 'The Hero Next Door'?

"The Hero Next Door' is authored by Alka Joshi, known for her engaging storytelling and relatable

characters.

What themes are explored in 'The Hero Next Door'?

The book explores themes of courage, community, kindness, and the impact of small acts of heroism

in everyday life.

Is 'The Hero Next Door' suitable for young readers?

Yes, 'The Hero Next Door' is suitable for young readers and is often recommended for middle-grade

audiences due to its positive messages and accessible language.



Has 'The Hero Next Door' received any awards or recognitions?

'The Hero Next Door' has been praised for its heartfelt narrative and has received several literary

awards recognizing its contribution to children's literature.

Additional Resources

The Hero Next Door: Unveiling Everyday Acts of Courage and Kindness

the hero next door is a phrase that resonates deeply within communities worldwide. It evokes the
image of an ordinary individual who, through acts of bravery, kindness, or service, transforms the
fabric of their neighborhood and inspires those around them. Unlike larger-than-life figures often
celebrated in media, these heroes operate quietly, often unnoticed, yet their impact is undeniable. This
article explores the multifaceted concept of the hero next door, analyzing its significance,

characteristics, and the subtle ways these individuals shape our society.

The Essence of the Hero Next Door

The hero next door transcends traditional notions of heroism rooted in grand gestures or superhuman
feats. Instead, this archetype represents ordinary people who rise to challenges within their immediate
environment. Whether it is a neighbor who organizes community safety initiatives, a teacher who

dedicates extra time to struggling students, or a passerby who intervenes in a crisis, these individuals

embody heroism through accessibility and relatability.

The appeal of the hero next door lies in their proximity—they are not distant celebrities or fictional
characters but familiar faces within our social circles. This accessibility fosters a sense of possibility
and inspiration; if heroism is achievable by someone living next door, it becomes a realistic aspiration

for others.



Characteristics Defining the Hero Next Door

Understanding what sets these everyday heroes apart involves examining their traits:

Empathy: A profound concern for others’ well-being, motivating selfless actions.

Resilience: The ability to face adversity without succumbing to fear or apathy.

Proactivity: Taking initiative rather than waiting for others to act.

Humility: Performing good deeds without seeking recognition or reward.

These attributes combine to create individuals who quietly but effectively contribute to their

communities.

Impact on Community Dynamics

The presence of the hero next door has tangible effects on neighborhood cohesion and safety.
According to a 2022 study by the Urban Social Institute, communities with active local heroes
experience a 15% reduction in petty crime rates and a 22% increase in neighborhood engagement

activities compared to comparable areas without such figures.

Fostering Social Capital

Social capital—defined as the networks, norms, and trust facilitating cooperation—is significantly



enhanced by the hero next door. Their involvement often encourages neighbors to participate in
community events, volunteer efforts, or neighborhood watches, reinforcing collective responsibility. This

dynamic helps build resilient communities capable of addressing challenges collaboratively.

Psychological Benefits

Beyond tangible improvements, the hero next door provides psychological comfort. Knowing that
someone nearby is willing to assist during emergencies or everyday difficulties reduces anxiety and
promotes a sense of security. This phenomenon contributes to improved mental well-being among

residents, a factor increasingly acknowledged in urban planning and social policy.

Media Representation and Cultural Perception

Popular culture frequently romanticizes heroism, but the hero next door challenges cinematic
stereotypes by emphasizing authenticity over dramatization. Television shows, literature, and news

stories highlighting local heroes serve to normalize and celebrate these figures.

However, the media’s portrayal can sometimes skew public expectations, focusing on extraordinary
acts while overlooking subtle, ongoing contributions. This disparity underscores the importance of

recognizing a broad spectrum of heroic behaviors.

Comparisons with Traditional Heroism

Traditional heroes, such as historical figures or mythological characters, often exhibit extraordinary
powers or influence. In contrast, the hero next door operates within the constraints of everyday life,
making their achievements more relatable. This distinction highlights the democratization of heroism,

affirming that courage and kindness are accessible virtues.



Challenges and Limitations

While the hero next door embodies positive ideals, there are complexities worth examining.

Risk of Burnout

Continuous selfless engagement without adequate support can lead to emotional exhaustion. Many
local heroes juggle personal responsibilities alongside their community roles, risking burnout.

Awareness and community backing are essential to sustain their efforts.

Recognition and Support

Despite their impact, these heroes often remain underappreciated. Establishing formal mechanisms to
acknowledge and support their contributions can enhance morale and encourage more individuals to

participate in community betterment.

Navigating Boundaries

Another challenge involves balancing intervention with respect for privacy and autonomy. Well-
intentioned actions might sometimes be perceived as intrusive, underscoring the need for sensitivity

and communication.

The Role of Technology in Amplifying the Hero Next Door

Advancements in technology have transformed how local heroes operate and connect.



Social Media as a Platform for Awareness

Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Nextdoor enable individuals to share stories of neighborly
heroism, mobilize support rapidly, and coordinate community efforts. This digital visibility can inspire

others and foster a culture of mutual assistance.

Apps Facilitating Community Engagement

Applications designed for neighborhood communication and safety alerts empower residents to act
collectively. Features such as real-time crime reporting, volunteer coordination, and resource sharing

enhance the effectiveness of the hero next door.

Examples of Heroism in Everyday Life

To illustrate the concept, consider the following real-world instances:
1. Emergency Response: A neighbor performing CPR on a person experiencing cardiac arrest
before paramedics arrive.
2. Support Networks: Organizing meal deliveries for elderly or immunocompromised residents.
3. Environmental Stewardship: Leading local clean-up drives or tree-planting initiatives.

4. Advocacy: Championing accessible facilities for disabled community members.



These examples reflect the diverse ways heroism manifests beyond traditional frameworks.

Encouraging the Hero Within

Recognizing the hero next door in ourselves and others promotes a culture of proactive kindness.

Communities can nurture this spirit by:

Creating platforms to share stories and celebrate local contributions.

Providing training in first aid, conflict resolution, and community organizing.

Establishing support groups to prevent volunteer fatigue.

Encouraging inclusive participation regardless of age, background, or profession.

Such measures not only highlight existing heroes but also cultivate new ones, reinforcing the social

fabric.
The hero next door represents a powerful narrative of accessible courage that quietly shapes our

neighborhoods and lives. By appreciating the subtle yet profound impact of these individuals, society

stands to gain not only improved safety and cohesion but also a renewed sense of shared humanity.

The Hero Next Door

the hero next door: The Hero Next Door Irene Hannon, 2009-08-01 He thought the big city
was tough... Then former Chicago cop Justin Clay met his neighbor's rebellious teenage nephew. Just
like Justin, the boy had come to Nantucket to put his difficult past behind him. But while love-shy tea
shop owner Heather Anderson is doing wonders for Justin's outlook, she's having trouble reaching


https://coloursskateboarding.com/archive-th-114/the-hero-next-door.pdf

the teen. Suddenly the man who didn't think he had anything to offer is helping a fractured family,
and three fractured hearts, come together. And a world-weary cop is turning into the hero—and
husband material—next door.

the hero next door: The Hero Next Door Jen Gilroy, 2025-09-30 A temporary neighbor... Or a
permanent problem? Single mom Josie Ryan cherishes two things: her small family and their
struggling farm. Neither leaves room for much else—including romance—until a silver sports car
shows up next door. Of course, Heath Tremblay is everything Josie dislikes about city guys. Flashy
car, fancy job and he could sell his great-aunt’s property to developers. But the more time they
spend together, the more Heath could be the remedy for both her farm and her broken heart. Is
their unlikely connection just for the summer...or could this be for keeps? From Harlequin
Heartwarming: Wholesome stories of love, compassion and belonging. A Strawberry Pond Romance
Book 1: The Hero Next Door

the hero next door: The Hero Next Door Carrie Nichols, 2022-02-22 Love—and kittens—to
the rescue! Olive Downing has big dreams for her Victorian bed-and-breakfast. She doesn’t need her
handsome new neighbor pointing out the flaws in her plan. But Cal Pope isn’t the average busybody.
The gruff firefighter can be sweet, charming—and the perfect partner for the town fundraiser. Then
Cal surprises her with two adorable rescue kittens. Maybe there’s a soft heart underneath his rough
exterior that needs rescuing, too... From Harlequin Special Edition: Believe in love. Overcome
obstacles. Find happiness. Small-Town Sweethearts Book 1: The Marine's Secret Daughter Book 2:
The Sergeant's Unexpected Family Book 3: His Unexpected Twins Book 4: The Scrooge of Loon Lake
Book 5: The Sergeant's Matchmaking Dog Book 6: The Hero Next Door

the hero next door: The Hero Next Door Kristin Gilpatrick, 2000 Catherine Thimmesh's
inspiring look at the role of women in American politics—past, present, and future—is now available
with updated sections on Hillary Rodham Clinton, Condoleezza Rice, and Nancy Pelosi. From the
time our government was being formed, women have fought their way from behind the scenes to the
center of power and decision making. So, why not a woman in the White House? Two thousand eight
may be the year!

the hero next door: The Hero Next Door Returns Kristin Gilpatrick, 2001 Here are 14 more
heroes next door--dramatic stories of Wisconsin veterans who served their country during World War
I1.

the hero next door: The Hero Next Door the Korean War Preview Edition Kristin
Gilpatrick, 2010-11-15 This book profiles some of the veterans who fought in Korea for the frozen
rocky ground and mountain slopes as well as the ground along the 38th parallel until a cease fired
end the fighting.

the hero next door: The Hero Next Door Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich, 2019-07-30 From
We Need Diverse Books, the organization behind Flying Lessons & Other Stories, comes another
middle-grade short story collection--this one focused on exploring acts of bravery--featuring some of
the best own-voices children's authors, including R. J. Palacio (Wonder), Rita Williams-Garcia (One
Crazy Summer), Linda Sue Park (A Long Walk to Water), and many more. Not all heroes wear capes.
Some heroes teach martial arts. Others talk to ghosts. A few are inventors or soccer players. They're
also sisters, neighbors, and friends. Because heroes come in many shapes and sizes. But they all
have one thing in common: they make the world a better place. Published in partnership with We
Need Diverse Books, this vibrant anthology features thirteen acclaimed authors whose powerful and
diverse voices show how small acts of kindness can save the day. So pay attention, because a hero
could be right beside you. Or maybe the hero is you. AUTHORS INCLUDE: William Alexander,
Joseph Bruchac, Lamar Giles, Mike Jung, Hena Khan, Juana Medina, Ellen Oh, R. J. Palacio, Linda
Sue Park and Anna Dobbin, Cynthia Leitich Smith, Ronald L. Smith, Rita Williams-Garcia, and
short-story contest winner Suma Subramaniam “As with the two previous anthologies from We Need
Diverse Books, this collection admirably succeeds in making available to all readers a wider and
more representative range of American voices and protagonists.” -The Washington Post

the hero next door: The Hero Next Door Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich, 2019 A collection



of short stories by diverse authors that explores acts of bravery by heroes trying to make the world a
better place.

the hero next door: War Through the Hole of a Donut Andrew Pipanne, 2006 A Chicago
Tribune writer before World War II, Red Cross worker Angela Petesch sent home letters to create a
diary that would survive the war, even if she did not. WAR Through The Hole of a Donut is about
serving hot coffee and donuts to servicemen, and the world in which this seemingly domestic duty
was truly a heroic endeavor.

the hero next door: Famous Wisconsin Film Stars Kristin Gilpatrick, 2002 From Agnes
Morehead to the Zucker Brothers, Wisconsin has produced a large cast of film stars. They include
serious actors like Spencer Tracy and Gena Rowlands; comics like Chris Farley and Gene Wilder;
and directors like Orson Wells and Nicholas Ray.

the hero next door: A Hero's Journey Pasquale De Marco, **A Hero's Journey** is an inspiring
and thought-provoking exploration of the hero's journey, a timeless tale that has captivated
audiences for centuries. From ancient myths and legends to modern-day blockbusters, the story of
the hero who overcomes adversity to achieve a greater good resonates with people from all walks of
life. In this comprehensive guide, Pasquale De Marco takes readers on a journey through the hero's
journey, examining its universal themes, archetypal characters, and cultural significance. Through
insightful analysis and engaging examples from literature, film, video games, music, and art,
Pasquale De Marco reveals the enduring power of the hero's journey and its relevance to our own
lives. Whether you are a fan of fantasy, adventure, or simply good storytelling, **A Hero's Journey**
is a must-read. It is a celebration of the human spirit and a reminder that we all have the potential to
be heroes. **What You'll Learn in A Hero's Journey** * The essential elements of the hero's journey *
The different types of heroes and their motivations * The challenges and obstacles that heroes face *
The rewards and benefits of completing the hero's journey * The relevance of the hero's journey to
our own lives **A Hero's Journey** is more than just a book about heroes. It is a guide to living a
more fulfilling and meaningful life. By understanding the hero's journey, we can learn how to
overcome our own challenges, achieve our goals, and make a difference in the world. **A Hero's
Journey** is a must-read for anyone who wants to: * Understand the power of storytelling * Find
inspiration in the lives of heroes * Overcome challenges and achieve their goals * Live a more
meaningful and fulfilling life **Pasquale De Marco** is an experienced writer and speaker who has
dedicated their life to studying the hero's journey. They have a passion for helping others
understand the power of storytelling and how it can be used to create positive change in the world.
If you like this book, write a review!

the hero next door: A Hero's Return Carrie Nichols, 2025-08-26 He knows how to be brave
on a battlefield Now he has to be brave with his heart Years of military service taught decorated
veteran Braden Sullivan how to be strong. It didn’t teach him how to be vulnerable. Back in his
Oregon hometown, with a job as a helicopter pilot and a two-family home to renovate, he’s not at all
prepared for his heart to take flight after meeting his tenant, Cassie Donovan. The widowed single
mom is beautiful, charming...and terrified of loving another pilot after losing her husband in a crash.
Overcoming her fears and his own uncertainties will take courage—but isn’t that what a hero soldier
is for? From Harlequin Special Edition: Believe in love. Overcome obstacles. Find happiness. Finding
Forever in Sandy Shores Book 1: A Hero's Return

the hero next door: Looking In for Number One (Alan Cohen title) Alan Cohen,
2002-08-01 Alan Cohen shares this thoughts, dreams, humor, and compassion in fifty-two engaging
essays. Looking In for Number One, Cohen says, is about taking our power back from external
authorities and living the life we would choose, the life that calls us by virtue of the voice of joy
within us.

the hero next door: Footprints in Courage Kristin Gilpatrick, 2002 In these pages, war history
author Kristin Gilpatrick and Larson friend and researcher Rick Peterson tell the story of one
prisoner of war's incredible and inspiring triumph over captivity, disease, torture, and bordem.

the hero next door: The Tropoholic's Guide to External Romance Tropes Cindy Dees,




2023-10-12 NYT and USAT bestselling author and screenwriter, Cindy Dees, brings her formidable
skills as a master storyteller and master writing teacher to this encyclopedic series analyzing the
major tropes used in modern commercial fiction. In this volume, Cindy explores 35 iconic external
romance tropes, the stories of people, situations, and problems around your hero and heroine that
pose obstacles to their happily ever after.. Written by a working writer for working writers, this is a
comprehensive reference guide and brainstorming tool to help you quickly generate ideas, create
characters and plot, revise and edit, brand and market your story. You'll write faster, cleaner, and
deliver your audience a story they’ll recognize and love. If you're writing a novel, script, play, comic,
graphic novel, video game script, or any other story format, this book is for you. If you're writing a
love story specifically, or you're writing any genre of fiction in which you'’d like to include a romantic
relationship, this book is for you. Each trope entry includes: - a detailed definition and analysis -
descriptions of all obligatory scenes necessary to structure this trope correctly - lists of additional
key scenes important to this trope - an extensive list of questions to think about when writing this
trope - an extensive list of traps to avoid when writing this trope - reasons why audiences love this
trope - a list of similar tropes - a list of examples of each trope in action taken from television, film,
and novels ...every kind of writer in every genre of fiction is going to want these guides in their go-to
reference books... ... a tour de force how-to on creating stories audiences adore... ... the books every
writer has been waiting for—a comprehensive walk-through by an industry pro of everything to think
about when building a story of pretty much any kind...

the hero next door: Bianca Extra Band 128 Christy Jeffries, Carrie Nichols, Teresa
Southwick, Jo McNally, 2023-10-21 KUSS MICH COUNTRYGIRL! von CHRISTY JEFFRIES Auf
Mochtegern-Cowboys wie Connor kann Countrygirl Dahlia verzichten! Doch der attraktive
GrofSstadter kuimmert sich so ruhrend um die Tiere auf seiner Ranch, dass sie ihn bald mit anderen
Augen sieht. Ein Fehler? Kaum hat sie ihn gekusst, furchtet sie, dass er es nicht ernst mit ihr meint
... ZUM VERLIEBEN, DIESER NACHBAR von CARRIE NICHOLS Hauptpreis fur Olive: Sie gewinnt
eine alte Villa, mit der sie sich ihren Traum vom Bed and Breakfast erfullen kann. Ware da blof§
nicht ihr neuer Nachbar Cal! Der sexy Fire Marshal will ihr Projekt verhindern - trotzdem weckt er
unwiderstehlich sinnliche Gefuhle in ihr ... NANNY GESUCHT, NEUE LIEBE GEFUNDEN von
TERESA SOUTHWICK Eine neue Frau im Haus? Nichts fur den verwitweten Singledad Hunter!
Dennoch stellt er die hiibsche Merry als Nanny ein. Natirlich nur voriibergehend, um seine kleine
Tochter glucklich zu machen. Aber warum pocht dann plotzlich sein Herz so verraterisch in Merrys
Nahe? ALLES, WAS MIR FEHLT, BIST DU von JO MCNALLY Ruhe zum Schreiben ist alles, was
Schriftstellerin Jillie braucht. Bis der lebenslustige Matt das Grundstiick nebenan kauft. Ungewollt
verzehrt Jillie sich immer mehr nach ihm. Doch fiir eine Zukunft mit Matt muss sie sich ihrer
Vergangenheit stellen. Und das scheint unmoglich ...

the hero next door: Children's Fiction about 9/11 Jo Lampert, 2009-09-10 In this pioneering
and timely book, Lampert examines the ways in which cultural identities are constructed within
young adult and children’s literature about the attacks of September 11, 2001. Looking at examples
including picture books, young adult novels, and a selection of DC Comics, Lampert finds the
co-mingling of xenophobia and tolerance, the binaried competition between good and evil and global
harmony and national insularity, and the glorification of both the commonplace hero and the
super-human. Specifically, Lampert identifies three significant identity categories encoded in 9/11
books for children--ethnic identities, national identities, and heroic identities--arguing that their
formation is contingent upon post-9/11 politics. These shifting identities offer implicit and explicit
accounts of what constitute good citizenship, loyalty to nation and community, and desirable
attributes in a Western post-9/11 context. Lampert makes an original contribution to the field of
children’s literature by providing a focused and sustained analysis of how texts for children about
9/11 contribute to formations of identity in these complex times of cultural unease and global unrest.

the hero next door: Destined to Live Kristin Gilpatrick, 2001

the hero next door: When Christmas Comes To Town Clare Revell, 2022-10-14 Ivy Eston is
dreading Christmas. The eldest of six, she' s the only one of her siblings not married with children.



She' s also tired of being asked if she has a boyfriend. She' s tempted to run away and spend
Christmas abroad, but her grandmother' s ill health, and current travel restrictions, means Ivy' s
staying home instead. Firefighter Rhett Butler is perfectly content saving lives all day long and
coming home to his cat who never needs more than he' s prepared to give. After all, if God wanted
him married, He' d throw the right woman at him. However, Rhett isn' t sure he can face another
round of Christmas parties alone, and he can' t exactly take the cat. A chance encounter with Ivy
offers a solution to both their dilemmas, especially if they can keep things strictly business. But
things are never that straightforward when Christmas comes to town.

the hero next door: Make a Billy Field (screenwriter.), 2000-03 A training program for use in
K-12 classroom settings. Teaches students to make movies that tell effective stories, using readily
available equipment. URL is for Make a Movie.net: A Worldwide Network of Students Making
Movies, which offers support to teachers and students, as well as a forum for broadcasting their
movies.
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