development ngos and civil society

Development NGOs and Civil Society: Catalysts for Sustainable Change

development ngos and civil society play a pivotal role in shaping communities, influencing
policies, and driving sustainable progress across the globe. Whether it's addressing poverty,
advocating for human rights, or promoting environmental conservation, these entities form the
backbone of grassroots and international development efforts. Understanding how development NGOs
and civil society interact and complement each other offers valuable insights into the mechanisms of
social change and empowerment.

Understanding Development NGOs and Civil Society

At their core, development NGOs (non-governmental organizations) are independent groups that work
towards improving social, economic, and environmental conditions, often in underserved or
marginalized populations. These organizations are usually nonprofit and operate outside direct
government control, focusing on issues like education, healthcare, disaster relief, and sustainable
development. Civil society, on the other hand, refers to the collective space where citizens,
community groups, nonprofits, advocacy organizations, and social movements come together to
express interests, engage in dialogue, and hold power structures accountable.

The Symbiotic Relationship Between Development NGOs and
Civil Society

Development NGOs often emerge from civil society itself, representing the organized efforts of
communities to address local and global challenges. Civil society provides the fertile ground where
NGOs can grow, thrive, and gain legitimacy through community trust and participation. Conversely,
NGOs mobilize resources, expertise, and networks to amplify civil society’s voice, making it more
effective in influencing policy and social norms.

This relationship is dynamic and mutually reinforcing. For example, when civil society groups demand
better healthcare services, development NGOs can step in with programs that provide resources,
training, or advocacy platforms. Together, they build social capital, foster participation, and
encourage transparency.

Roles and Impact of Development NGOs in Civil Society

Development NGOs are often seen as catalysts for change, bridging the gap between governments,
international bodies, and local communities. Their roles extend beyond service delivery to include
advocacy, capacity building, and policy influence.



Service Delivery and Capacity Building

Many development NGOs focus on providing essential services that governments may struggle to
deliver effectively, especially in remote or conflict-affected areas. These services include:

Access to clean water and sanitation

Healthcare and vaccination programs

Educational initiatives and literacy campaigns

Economic empowerment through microfinance and vocational training

Beyond direct services, NGOs invest in capacity building — empowering local communities with skills,
knowledge, and tools to sustain development efforts independently. This helps ensure long-term
resilience and reduces dependency on external aid.

Advocacy and Policy Influence

Development NGOs often act as advocates for marginalized populations, using their platform to
influence policy decisions at local, national, and international levels. They engage in:

Lobbying for human rights protections

e Campaigning for environmental sustainability

Raising awareness on social justice issues

Monitoring government accountability and transparency

By representing the interests of underserved groups, NGOs help democratize governance and
promote inclusive development.

Challenges Faced by Development NGOs and Civil
Society

While development NGOs and civil society have made significant strides, they face several hurdles
that can limit their effectiveness.



Funding and Resource Constraints

Many NGOs rely heavily on donor funding, which can be unpredictable and tied to specific project
outcomes. This financial dependency sometimes leads to challenges such as:

e Short-term project cycles that hinder sustainable impact

e Pressure to align programs with donor priorities rather than community needs

e Competition among NGOs for limited resources

Sustainable financing models and diversified funding sources remain critical issues.

Political and Legal Barriers

In some regions, governments view NGOs and civil society groups with suspicion, perceiving them as
threats to political authority. This can result in restrictive laws, bureaucratic hurdles, or even
harassment. Such environments can stifle civic engagement and limit the space for advocacy and
activism.

Maintaining Accountability and Transparency

As NGOs grow in size and influence, ensuring internal accountability becomes vital. Without
transparent governance, NGOs risk losing public trust and effectiveness. Civil society itself is also
tasked with holding NGOs accountable to the communities they serve.

Strategies for Strengthening Development NGOs and
Civil Society

To maximize their impact, development NGOs and civil society organizations can adopt strategies
that enhance collaboration, sustainability, and inclusiveness.

Building Partnerships and Networks

Collaboration between NGOs, government agencies, private sector actors, and grassroots groups
fosters knowledge exchange, resource sharing, and coordinated action. Networks such as coalitions or
alliances can amplify advocacy efforts and reduce duplication of work.



Embracing Participatory Approaches

True development is community-driven. NGOs that engage beneficiaries as active participants in
project design, implementation, and evaluation tend to achieve more relevant and sustainable
outcomes. Participatory methods also empower communities, building social cohesion and ownership.

Leveraging Technology and Innovation

Digital tools and platforms are revolutionizing how NGOs operate. From mobile apps that improve
data collection to social media campaigns that raise awareness, technology can enhance
transparency, outreach, and efficiency. Innovative financing models like crowdfunding or social
impact bonds also open new avenues for resource mobilization.

The Future of Development NGOs and Civil Society

As global challenges become increasingly complex—ranging from climate change to pandemics—the
role of development NGOs and civil society continues to evolve. There is a growing emphasis on:

e Cross-sector collaboration to address multifaceted problems

e Integrating indigenous knowledge and local leadership

e Adopting sustainable development goals as guiding frameworks

e Ensuring inclusivity, particularly for women, youth, and marginalized groups

Moreover, the rise of global communication networks empowers civil society to organize
transnationally, sharing experiences and advocating for systemic change beyond borders.

The interplay between development NGOs and civil society is a testament to the power of collective
action and civic engagement. By nurturing this relationship, we can foster more resilient societies
capable of meeting today’s challenges and those yet to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role do development NGOs play in civil society?

Development NGOs act as intermediaries between communities and governments, providing
resources, advocating for policy changes, and implementing programs that promote social, economic,
and environmental development.



How do civil society organizations contribute to sustainable
development?

Civil society organizations raise awareness, mobilize communities, influence policy, and hold
governments and corporations accountable to ensure that development initiatives are inclusive,
equitable, and environmentally sustainable.

What are the main challenges faced by development NGOs
today?

Development NGOs face challenges such as limited funding, political restrictions, ensuring community
participation, maintaining transparency, and adapting to rapidly changing social and environmental
conditions.

How can development NGOs improve their impact in local
communities?

By engaging local stakeholders in decision-making, building local capacity, fostering partnerships,
monitoring and evaluating programs effectively, and being transparent and accountable,
development NGOs can enhance their impact.

What is the importance of partnerships between development
NGOs and governments?

Partnerships enable resource sharing, policy alignment, increased legitimacy, and scalability of
development projects, making interventions more effective and sustainable.

How do digital technologies influence the work of
development NGOs and civil society?

Digital technologies enhance communication, data collection, advocacy, transparency, and access to
information, enabling NGOs and civil society to operate more efficiently and reach wider audiences.

In what ways do civil society organizations promote human
rights within development contexts?

They advocate for marginalized groups, monitor human rights abuses, provide legal aid, raise
awareness, and influence policies to ensure development efforts respect and promote human rights
principles.

Additional Resources

Development NGOs and Civil Society: Pillars of Sustainable Progress

development ngos and civil society form the backbone of many transformative initiatives aimed
at addressing social, economic, and environmental challenges worldwide. These entities operate in



close synergy, often overlapping in their missions and methods, yet each plays a distinct role in
fostering inclusive growth and democratic participation. Understanding their dynamic relationship
sheds light on how grassroots movements evolve into large-scale development projects and how
community engagement shapes policy outcomes.

The Role of Development NGOs in Civil Society

Development NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) serve as crucial agents in implementing
projects that target poverty alleviation, health improvement, education access, environmental
sustainability, and human rights advocacy. Unlike government bodies, NGOs operate independently,
allowing them a degree of flexibility and innovation in addressing local needs. Their work is often
characterized by direct engagement with communities, mobilizing resources, and facilitating capacity
building.

Civil society, by contrast, encompasses a broader spectrum of organizations and groups outside the
state and commercial sectors, including grassroots movements, advocacy groups, trade unions,
religious organizations, and professional associations. It is within this expansive space that
development NGOs function, often acting as intermediaries between local populations and external
stakeholders such as international donors or governmental agencies.

Interdependence and Influence

The relationship between development NGOs and civil society is symbiotic. NGOs rely on the
legitimacy and participatory spirit of civil society to ground their interventions in real community
needs. Civil society, meanwhile, benefits from the technical expertise, funding access, and
organizational capacity that many NGOs bring.

For example, in regions where marginalized groups lack political representation, NGOs often facilitate
platforms for these voices to be heard, thereby strengthening civil society’s role in governance and
accountability. This interaction enhances social capital and builds networks that empower citizens to
demand better services and rights.

Challenges Faced by Development NGOs Within Civil
Society

Despite their significant contributions, development NGOs and civil society organizations encounter a
variety of challenges that can undermine their effectiveness.

Funding and Resource Constraints

One of the most pressing issues is the dependency on external funding, which can lead to project
short-termism and donor-driven agendas. NGOs often face pressure to align their programs with



donor priorities, sometimes at the expense of local relevance or sustainability. This dynamic can
create tensions within civil society, where grassroots groups may feel overshadowed by larger, better-
funded organizations.

Accountability and Transparency

Maintaining accountability to the communities they serve is another critical challenge. While NGOs

are generally more accountable than many government entities, there can be gaps in transparency
regarding decision-making processes, resource allocation, and impact measurement. Civil society’s
watchdog role is vital but can be limited by the complexity and scale of some development projects.

Political and Regulatory Environment

In many countries, the political context shapes the operational space for NGOs and civil society
actors. Restrictive laws, surveillance, and bureaucratic hurdles can stifle advocacy and limit civic
participation. Development NGOs must navigate these constraints carefully to avoid jeopardizing their
work or the safety of their partners.

Features and Impact of Development NGOs on Civil
Society

Development NGOs contribute significantly to strengthening civil society through several key
features:

e Capacity Building: Training and educating local leaders and organizations to enhance
governance and project management skills.

* Advocacy: Raising awareness on critical issues, influencing policy reforms, and promoting
human rights.

e Service Delivery: Providing essential services in health, education, and livelihood where
government reach is limited.

¢ Innovation: Introducing novel approaches and technologies tailored to community contexts.

e Networking: Linking local actors with national and international platforms for resource
mobilization and knowledge exchange.

This multidimensional impact often results in increased civic engagement and social cohesion,
fostering a more vibrant and responsive civil society.



Comparative Perspectives: Global North vs. Global South

The nature and influence of development NGOs and civil society vary considerably between the
Global North and Global South. In developed countries, NGOs tend to focus more on policy advocacy,
environmental issues, and social justice, often supported by robust institutional frameworks and
higher public awareness. Civil society in these contexts is usually well-established, with diverse
organizational forms and stable funding streams.

Conversely, in many developing nations, NGOs often play a more direct role in service delivery due to
gaps in state capacity. Civil society may be less institutionalized, facing greater political pressures
and resource limitations. Here, development NGOs are frequently the primary interface between
vulnerable populations and the global development apparatus.

Future Trends and Evolving Dynamics

The landscape of development NGOs and civil society continues to evolve, influenced by technological
advancements, shifting donor priorities, and global challenges such as climate change and
pandemics.

Digital Transformation and Civic Engagement

The rise of digital platforms has transformed how NGOs and civil society engage with communities
and policymakers. Social media, mobile technology, and data analytics enhance outreach and
transparency but also introduce risks related to misinformation and digital exclusion.

Localization and Sustainability

A growing emphasis on localization seeks to empower local actors by transferring leadership and
resources closer to the communities served. This shift aims to increase sustainability and reduce
dependency on international NGOs, fostering stronger, more autonomous civil societies.

Cross-sector Collaboration

Increasingly, development NGOs are partnering with private sector companies, governments, and
academia to leverage diverse expertise and resources. These collaborations can accelerate impact
but require careful management to align objectives and values.

The interplay between development NGOs and civil society remains a defining feature of global
development efforts. Their ability to adapt, innovate, and collaborate will shape the prospects for
inclusive and sustainable progress in the years ahead.



Development Ngos And Civil Society

development ngos and civil society: Development, NGOS, and Civil Society Jenny Pearce,
Deborah Eade, 2000 The rise of neo-liberalism and the so-called Washington Consensus have
generated a powerful international ideology concerning what constitutes good governance,
democratization, and the proper roles of the State and civil society in advancing development. As
public spending has declined, the nongovernment sector has benefited very significantly from taking
on a service-delivery role. At the same time, NGOs, as representatives of civil society, are a
convenient channel through which official agencies can promote political pluralism. But can NGOs
simultaneously facilitate governments’ withdrawal from providing basic services for all and also
claim to represent and speak for the poor and the disenfranchised? The chapters describe some of
the tensions inherent in the roles being played by NGOs, and asks whether these organizations truly
stand for anything fundamentally different from the agencies on whose largesse they increasingly
depend.

development ngos and civil society: Non-Governmental Organizations and Development
David Lewis, Nazneen Kanji, 2009-09-10 Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are high profile
actors in the field of international development, both as providers of services to vulnerable
individuals and communities and as campaigning policy advocates. This book provides a critical
introduction to the wide-ranging topic of NGOs and development. Written by two authors with more
than twenty years experience of research and practice in the field, the book combines a critical
overview of the main research literature with a set of up-to-date theoretical and practical insights
drawn from experience in Asia, Europe, Africa and elsewhere. It highlights the importance of NGOs
in development, but it also engages fully with the criticisms that the increased profile of NGOs in
development now attracts. Non-Governmental Organizations and Development begins with a
discussion of the wide diversity of NGOs and their roles, and locates their recent rise to prominence
within broader histories of struggle as well as within the ideological context of neo-liberalism. It
then moves on to analyze how interest in NGOs has both reflected and informed wider theoretical
trends and debates within development studies, before analyzing NGOs and their practices, using a
broad range of short case studies of successful and unsuccessful interventions. David Lewis and
Nazneen Kanji then moves on to describe the ways in which NGOs are increasingly important in
relation to ideas and debates about ‘civil society’, globalization and the changing ideas and practices
of international aid. The book argues that NGOs are now central to development theory and practice
and are likely to remain important actors in development in the years to come. In order to appreciate
the issues raised by their increasing diversity and complexity, the authors conclude that it is
necessary to deploy a historically and theoretically informed perspective. This critical overview will
be useful to students of development studies at undergraduate and masters levels, as well as to more
general readers and practitioners. The format of the book includes figures, photographs and case
studies as well as reader material in the form of summary points and questions. Despite the growing
importance of the topic, no single short, up-to-date book exists that sets out the main issues in the
form of a clearly written, academically-informed text: until now.

development ngos and civil society: Reconceptualising NGOs and Their Roles in Development
Paul Opoku-Mensah, David Lewis, Terje Tvedt, 2007 Twenty years after NGOs first emerged as
objects of development research, much of the research on non-governmental organisations (NGOs)
and development to date has been of a variable quality. While much useful work has been done, the
development NGO research field is nonetheless characterised by a combination of an
over-identification with NGOs, an excessive emphasis on technical/organisational issues and a lack
of theoretical-contextual analysis. The result has been work that often bows to policy rhetoric and
uncritically and unhelpfully serves to sustain a set of myths about NGOs and their performance - of
both a positive and a negative kind. This volume seeks to present less well-rehearsed perspectives.
Its thirteen chapters are each written by authoritative researchers in the field. The book has two
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main objectives: to describe and interpret key aspects of NGOs' changing roles in development, and
to present new analytical approaches. A key priority is to present work that is rooted in stronger
theoretical frameworks than has previously been the case, while still maintaining a relevance to
policy and practice. The authors represented here are critical of many of the theories and concepts
that frame the discourse on development NGOs and many of them propose alternative analytical
approaches. In particular they seek to analytically integrate the international aid system in
theoretical schemas that seek to explain NGOs and their roles in development. The overall aim of the
book is to move forward the critical research agenda on NGOs and development by challenging its
normative biases, using approaches drawn from a range of disciplinary perspectives including
historical ethnography, organizational studies, political science, critical theory and anthropology.

development ngos and civil society: NGOs and Civil Society in Thailand Theerapat
Ungsuchaval, 2022-09-28 NGOs and Civil Society in Thailand critically examines the relationships of
civil society to nongovernmental organisations in Thailand, and examines the ‘NGOisation’ of civil
society, how NGOs are funded and governed, and in what way the NGOs has been shaped to work
with the funder. NGOisation is a phenomenon by which the funded organisations are impelled to
transform suit their funder as reliable partners. Focusing on Thailand, an Asian country where NGOs
have been heavily relied on the public sector for funding, the book analyses the relations between
NGOs and their significant funder, Thailand Health Promotion Foundation (THPF), one of the
biggest and most influential players in the NGO sector. As the NGO funded organisations are
impelled to transform and adapt to become more professionalised, institutionalised, bureaucratised,
and depoliticised to suit their funder as reliable partners, their characteristics and relations with the
state are complex and interactive. Engaging with key stakeholders in the field of NGO and public
governance in Thailand, the book demonstrates how THPF changed the NGO landscape, integrating
them and innovatively coordinating non-state initiatives into public governance system. A novel
contribution to the study of NGOs and the state, the book also addresses NGO transformation,
politics, and governance. It will be of interest to academics working on Asian Politics, civil society,
public policy and public management.

development ngos and civil society: Non-Governmental Organizations, Management and
Development David Lewis, 2014-03-05 Non-Governmental Development Organizations have seen
turbulent times over the decades; however, recent years have seen them grow to occupy high-profile
positions in the fight against poverty. They are now seen as an important element of ‘civil society’, a
concept that has been given increasing importance by global policy makers. This book has evolved
during the course of that period to be a prime resource for those working (or wishing to work) with
and for NGOs. The third edition of Non-Governmental Organizations, Management and Development
is fully updated and thoroughly reorganized, covering key issues including, but not limited to,
debates on the changing global context of international development and the changing concepts and
practices used by NGOs. The interdisciplinary approach employed by David Lewis results in an
impressive text that draws upon current research in non-profit management, development
management, public management and management theory, exploring the activities, relationships
and internal structure of the NGO. This book remains the first and only comprehensive and
academically grounded guide to the issues facing international development NGOs as they operate
in increasingly complex and challenging conditions around the world. It is the perfect resource for
students undertaking studies of NGOs and the non-profit sector, in addition to being an excellent
resource for development studies students more generally.

development ngos and civil society: Development, Ngos And Civil Society Deborah Eade,
2005-01-01

development ngos and civil society: Civil Society by Design Kendall Stiles, 2002-06-30
Drawing on years of research and direct experience in Bangladesh, Stiles pulls together theoretical
strands from economics, sociology, and anthropology to help explain an emerging social structure in
the Third World. These structures, which he calls intermestic development circles, bring together
international donor agencies with various domestic community and private organizations. In



Bangladesh not-for-profit agencies are dramatically transforming their operation and organizational
cultures, while in turn Western NGOs are themselves changing in subtle ways. Scholars of
development will find Stiles's intriguing account of the reciprocating effects of extensive interaction,
cooperation, and tensions between international donors and domestic recipients informative and
provocative. Moving through three discernable phases, each one explainable by resort to different
theories, these development circles grow from mere trading arrangements to a coherent social
structure, separate from the rest of civil society in Bangladesh. While in the process of the
not-for-profits receiving assistance become wealthier and more effective, they lose much of their
local identity and become part of a transnational network. At the same time, donors must recast
themselves in order to work effectively with these agencies, which often creates tension between
local and home offices. The book closes with some recommendations that might attenuate some of
the more troubling effects of this transformation.

development ngos and civil society: Can NGOs Make a Difference? Anthony J. Bebbington,
Samuel Hickey, Diana C. Mitlin, 2008-06-15 Can non-governmental organisations contribute to more
socially just, alternative forms of development? Or are they destined to work at the margins of
dominant development models determined by others? Addressing this question, this book brings
together leading international voices from academia, NGOs and the social movements. It provides a
comprehensive update to the NGO literature and a range of critical new directions to thinking and
acting around the challenge of development alternatives. The book's originality comes from the
wide-range of new case-study material it presents, the conceptual approaches it offers for thinking
about development alternatives, and the practical suggestions for NGOs. At the heart of this book is
the argument that NGOs can and must re-engage with the project of seeking alternative
development futures for the world's poorest and more marginal. This will require clearer analysis of
the contemporary problems of uneven development, and a clear understanding of the types of
alliances NGOs need to construct with other actors in civil society if they are to mount a credible
challenge to disempowering processes of economic, social and political development.

development ngos and civil society: NGOs, Civil Society, and the Public Sphere Sabine Lang,
2013 This book investigates how nongovernmental organizations can become stronger advocates for
citizens and better representatives of their interests. Sabine Lang analyzes the choices that NGOs
face in their work for policy change between working in institutional settings and practicing public
advocacy that incorporates constituents' voices.

development ngos and civil society: Civil Society & Development Jude Howell, Jenny
Pearce, 2001 Setting out to explore critically the way civil society has entered development thinking,
policy and practice as a paradigmatic concept of the 21st century, Howell (development studies, U.
of Sussex) and Pearce (Latin American politics, U. of Bradford) trace the historical path leading to
the encounter between the ideas of development and civil society in the late 1980s and how donors
have translated these into development policy an programs. They find that there are competing
normative visions, which have deep roots in Western European political thought, about the role of
civil society in relation to the state and market both among donors and within the societies where
donors are operating. This leads to donors playing a major role in shaping the character of service
provision. They also argue that their study exposes the hitherto unexplored power of the market, as
opposed to solely the state, to distort donor programs. c. Book News Inc.

development ngos and civil society: NGOs And Civil Society Ann Hudock, 1999-11-05 This
accessible book provides a concise introduction to the way in which non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) work.

development ngos and civil society: New Roles and Relevance David Lewis, Tina Wallace,
2000 * Examines the new roles and challenges NGOs confront as they grow beyond service delivery
and advocacy * Argues for engagement and more effective learning strategies at both global and
local levels Written by a dynamic combination of key researchers and practitioners, New Roles and
Relevance examines the large range of critical challenges facing development NGOs as they struggle
to maintain their integrity and independence, while simultaneously assuming an expanding role in



the fight against global poverty. This authoritative book calls for an overall improvement in theory
and practice by challenging NGOs to search for greater relevance, improved accountability, and
better performance in the globalized world.

development ngos and civil society: Development, Social Justice, and Civil Society
Thomas J. Ward, Thomas Joseph Ward, 2005 Noted NGO figures from around the world contributed
to this volume about how NGOs contribute to the development of society. Included is a proposed
code of ethics for NGOs. Fear and Want. These two words summarize the sufferings of humankind
across history. Endeavoring to free people from fear and want is both the most noble and the most
difficult challenge that we face. To promote human security is an ambitious goal, but it is
commensurate with the needs and aspirations of the twenty-first century. —Francois Fouinat,
Executive Director, UN Commission on Human Security An NGO should not enter into collaboration
with a for-profit corporation if the main motivation of the corporation is to gain a market advantage
over competitors.—WANGO Code of Ethics and Conduct for NGOs The corporate community must
accept that business is not merely charged to manage risk, or make sound investment decisions and
attempt to cope with economic uncertainties. Those are the easier tasks. The corporate community
needs to reflect on what it can do to bring about changes that will create a new ethical, and level
playing field on which business can function place fairly and transparently, without
corruption.—Tunku Abdul Aziz, Vice Chairman, Transparency International In 1991 less than 10% of
our projects had any input from NGOs. By the end of the 1990s, over half of Asian Development
Bank (ADB) projects included NGO input.—Robert Dobias, Head, NGO Center, Asian Development
Bank NGOs that challenge existing political arrangements and challenge those government policies,
which pose a threat to human security, can face serious repercussions from the implicated
governments that are unwilling to hear public criticism of their actions. Some governments have
sought to restrict the power of NGOs by creating legislation, which limits their sanctioned activity to
the non-political arena.—Sarah Mich'l, Harvard University Global Equity Initiative This book is an
introduction to the political economy of NGOs. Today NGOs are recognized as vital partners for
government and industry. They address social and environmental problems with greater efficiency
and cost effectiveness than government agencies. Multilateral institutions such as the United
Nations and the World Bank increasingly rely on NGOs to assist in the oversight of the projects and
programs that they support. This text reviews the historical evolution that has led to the
mainstreaming of NGOs and, in some cases, to corruption, graft, and deviation from their founding
principles. It also describes the challenges that NGOs face in less developed countries. While NGOs
are applauded byinternational organizations and by the governments of developed countries, they
still are viewed as a political threat in many developing countries where they are deliberately
marginalized by legal constraints and bureaucracies that make their survival almost impossible.

development ngos and civil society: The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society Michael Edwards,
2013-07-04 Broadly speaking, The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society views the topic of civil society
through three prisms: as a part of society (voluntary associations), as a kind of society (marked out
by certain social norms), and as a space for citizen action and engagement (the public square or
sphere).

development ngos and civil society: NGOs, Civil Society, and the Public Sphere Sabine Lang,
2012-10-15 Nongovernmental organizations act on behalf of citizens in politics and society. Yet many
question their legitimacy and ask who they speak for. This book investigates how NGOs can become
stronger advocates for citizens and better representatives of their interests. Sabine Lang analyzes
the choices that NGOs face in their work for policy change between working in institutional settings
and practicing public advocacy that incorporates constituents' voices. Whereas most books on NGOs
focus on policy effectiveness, using approaches that treat accountability largely as a matter of
internal performance measurements, Lang instead argues that it is ultimately several public
accountabilities that inform NGO legitimacy. The case studies in this book use empirical research
from the European Union, the United States and Germany to point to governments' role in
redefining the conditions for NGOs' public advocacy.



development ngos and civil society: Civil Society, NGDOs and Social Development Alan
Fowler, United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, 2000 This paper broadly
evaluates the role and performance of non-governmental organizations (NGDOs) in promoting social
development before and since the 1995 World Summit for Social Development. Two kinds of analysis
and recommendations are offered. Firstly it concerns the practices of NGDOs and their relationships
with other partners in development. Secondly it touches on the deep-rooted pathologies of the aid
system that condition the form and effectiveness of the NGDOs and the development entities. In
conclusion, the report points out in the absence of thorough reforms. The aid system will continue to
hinder mobilization by the larger civil society with NGDOs to about genuine development in the
Third World. ( Adapted from the summary).

development ngos and civil society: Die postkoloniale Konstellation Sigrid Boysen,
2021-03-03 Die Begrundung des internationalen Umweltrechts suchen die meisten in der
Ortlosigkeit seines Gegenstands: Die okologische Frage kann im Alleingang souveraner Staaten
nicht bewaltigt werden. Die etwa im Klimaschutzrecht evidenten regulatorischen Probleme lassen
sich hiernach nur durch mehr Verrechtlichung und Konstitutionalisierung losen. Doch das
internationale Umweltrecht ist keineswegs ortlos, sondern hat eine sehr konkrete Geographie. Es ist
keine Uberwindung des Staatenvolkerrechts, sondern die Ausgestaltung der zentralen
weltpolitischen Verschiebung im 20. Jahrhundert - der Auflosung des klassischen Imperialismus.
Sigrid Boysen rekonstruiert die Begriffe und Institute des heutigen internationalen Umweltrechts
genealogisch. Was einst dazu diente, die handelspolitischen Unsicherheiten nach Ablosung der
kolonialen Herrschaft zu stabilisieren, teilt die Erde auch heute ein in industrialisierte Zonen und
deren aussere Natur.

development ngos and civil society: Non-Governmental Development Organizations and the
Poverty Reduction Agenda Jonathan J. Makuwira, 2013-12-04 The Non-Governmental Development
Organisations (NGDOs) have, over the past two decades, entered centre stage in their active
participation in the social, political and economic issues affecting both the developing and developed
world. This book offers a highly stimulating and concise summary of the NGDO sector by examining
their history and metamorphosis; their influence on the social, political and economic landscapes of
the ‘Northern’ and ‘Southern’ governments and societies. The author analyses competing theoretical
and conceptual debates not only regarding their contribution to the global social political dynamism
but also on the sector’s changing external influence as they try and mitigate poverty in marginalized
communities. This book presents NGDOs as multidimensional actors propelled by the desire to make
a lasting change but constrained by market-oriented approaches to development and other factors
both internal and external to their environment. While a lot of attention has been given to
understanding international NGDOs like World Vision International, Oxfam, Care International and
Plan International, this book offers a critical analysis of grassroots organizations - those NGDOs
founded and established by locals and operate at the deepest end of the development contexts. This
work will be of interest to students and scholars in a range of areas including Development Studies,
International Organizations and Globalization.

development ngos and civil society: Foreign Aid for Indian NGOs Pushpa Sundar,
2020-11-29 This book explores what difference development aid has made to the size, complexity,
style of functioning, values and future direction of the NGO sector in India. It does this, first, by
giving a comprehensive documentation of the experience of Indian NGOs with foreign aid since
Independence. Simultaneously, it also analyses, in a broad historical perspective, some of the issues
which are the subject of contemporary debate regarding the voluntary sector and aid, such as who
decides ‘what’ is development and ‘how’ it should be brought about; whether foreign donors have
hidden agendas, and if their aid amounts to cultural imperialism; and whether aid has made NGOs
more self-reliant. The book also looks at the tripartite relationship between NGOs, donors, and
governments, examining, for instance, whether the government is justified in imposing restrictions
on receipt of funds by NGOs on the grounds that terrorist activities and religiously motivated
communal strife are often financed with funds from abroad, with NGOs being used as fronts for



both.

development ngos and civil society: Handbook of Research on Civic Engagement and
Social Change in Contemporary Society Chhabra, Susheel, 2018-02-23 Outreach and
engagement initiatives are crucial in promoting community development and social change. This can
be achieved through a number of methods including public policy and urban development. The
Handbook of Research on Civic Engagement and Social Change in Contemporary Society is a critical
scholarly resource that examines the unexplored field of applying social change to civic engagement
in an effort to enlarge public welfare activities. Featuring coverage on a broad range of topics, such
as civic education, sustainable development, and child labor, this publication is geared towards
academicians, researchers, and students seeking current research on civic engagement and public
welfare.
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