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Conjure Animals 5e Guide: Mastering the Art of Summoning in Dungeons &
Dragons

conjure animals 5e guide is your key to unlocking one of the most versatile
and exciting spells in Dungeons & Dragons 5th Edition. Whether you’re a
druid, ranger, or a spellcaster who has access to this conjuration magic,
understanding how to effectively use conjure animals can elevate your
gameplay, provide tactical advantages, and add a rich layer of storytelling
to your adventures. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore everything
from the spell’s mechanics to strategic tips and creative applications,
helping you become a true master of animal summoning.

Understanding Conjure Animals in D&D 5Se

Conjure Animals is a 3rd-level conjuration spell that allows spellcasters to
summon fey spirits in the form of beasts. These summoned creatures fight
alongside you, providing both offense and defense, while also opening up
unique role-playing opportunities.

The Basics of the Spell

When you cast conjure animals, you summon fey spirits that take the form of
beasts of your choice. The spell’s description gives you flexibility in the
number and type of beasts you can summon based on their Challenge Rating
(CR) . Here’'s a quick rundown:

— You can summon one beast of CR 2 or lower.

— Alternatively, you can summon two beasts of CR 1 or lower.
- Four beasts of CR 1/2 or lower.

- Eight beasts of CR 1/4 or lower.

The summoned creatures appear in unoccupied spaces you can see within range
(60 feet) and act as your allies for the duration of the spell, which lasts
up to 1 hour with concentration.

Why Is Conjure Animals So Popular?

One reason conjure animals shines is its adaptability. You can tailor your
summoned creatures to the mission at hand, whether you need stealthy scouts,
durable tanks, or additional damage dealers. Plus, the sheer number of
animals you can call forth makes it a force multiplier, especially when
facing multiple foes.

Choosing the Right Creatures to Conjure

One of the most exciting parts about conjure animals is deciding which beasts
to summon. The Player’s Handbook and Monster Manual offer a variety of beasts



that fit within the CR limits, but your choice can dramatically affect your
combat and exploration strategies.

Top Beast Choices and Their Uses

e Giant Eagles (CR 1): These flying creatures provide excellent mobility
and can harry enemies from the air, making them great for hit-and-run
tactics.

e Wolves (CR 1/4): Perfect for pack tactics, wolves can help you gain
advantage during attacks due to their synergy with the Pack Tactics
trait.

e Bears (Black Bear, CR 1/2): These sturdy beasts act as frontline
combatants, soaking up damage while dishing out solid melee attacks.

e Giant Spiders (CR 1): Their web attacks can restrain foes, giving your
party control over the battlefield.

e Panthers (CR 1/4): Stealthy and quick, panthers excel in ambushes and
reconnaissance roles.

How to Leverage Swarms and Numbers

If you opt for summoning multiple smaller beasts, such as eight wolves or
four panthers, you can overwhelm enemies with sheer numbers. This is
particularly useful against enemies that lack area-of-effect attacks or have
low saving throws. The summoned animals can surround foes, blocking movement
and setting up flanking opportunities for your party.

Spell Mechanics and Rules Clarifications

For many players, understanding the nuanced mechanics behind conjure animals
is key to maximizing its potential without falling into common pitfalls.

Concentration and Duration

Conjure animals requires concentration, which means you must maintain focus
on the spell without being incapacitated or casting another concentration
spell. The duration is up to 1 hour, but the moment your concentration
breaks, the summoned beasts disappear instantly.

Control and Commanding Your Summons

The spell specifies that the summoned creatures are friendly to you and your
companions and obey your verbal commands. However, if you don’t issue any



commands, they defend themselves but don’t take any other actions. This means
strategic communication during combat is crucial to get the best out of your
summoned allies.

Saving Throws and Damage

The summoned animals have their own stats and hit points. If they are reduced
to zero hit points, they vanish. They are not immune to spells or effects
targeting creatures. Also, some creatures can make saving throws against
effects, so be mindful of terrain and enemy spells that might hinder your
summons .

Creative Strategies and Role-Playing Tips

Conjure animals isn’t Jjust about combat prowess; it’s also a fantastic tool
for storytelling and creative problem-solving.

Using Conjure Animals Outside of Combat

Think beyond battle—summoned animals can assist in scouting dangerous areas,
retrieving items, or even delivering messages. For example, summoning a giant
eagle to survey a forest from above or a pack of wolves to track a scent adds
depth to your role-playing sessions.

Synergizing with Party Members

Coordinate with your team to maximize the summoned creatures’ impact. For
instance, a druid’s Entangle spell combined with summoned giant spiders can
lock down foes effectively. Rangers can use their tactics alongside wolves to
gain advantage on attacks, while fighters can capitalize on flanking
opportunities created by the beasts.

Flavor and Storytelling

Since the creatures are fey spirits in beast form, you can weave unique
narratives around their origin or personality traits. Maybe the panthers you
summon are minor forest spirits protecting the natural order, or the wolves
are emissaries of a woodland deity. This approach enriches the game world and
engages everyone at the table.

Advanced Tips for Conjure Animals 5e Users

Once you grasp the basics, here are some advanced insights to elevate your
conjure animals gameplay.



Spell Slot Management

Since conjure animals is a 3rd-level spell, consider upcasting it with
higher-level spell slots to summon more powerful beasts. For example, using a
5th-level slot could allow you to summon a mix of more formidable creatures,
depending on your Dungeon Master’s ruling.

Environmental Considerations

Tailor your summoned beasts to the environment. In a forest setting, wolves
and panthers make sense, while aquatic or swamp adventures might see you
summoning giant frogs or crocodiles if your DM allows some flexibility.

Combining with Other Spells

Pair conjure animals with spells like Faerie Fire to give your summoned
creatures advantage on their attacks or spells like Speak with Animals to
communicate or calm beasts you encounter. This layering of spells can create
dynamic combat and role-playing moments.

Common Misconceptions About Conjure Animals

It’s worth addressing a few misunderstandings that often pop up around this
spell.

Are Summoned Animals Permanent?

No, the beasts are temporary and vanish when the spell ends or if
concentration breaks. They do not remain in the world beyond the spell’s
duration.

Can Summoned Animals Be Controlled Like Minions?

While they follow your verbal commands, they don’t have complex AI or the
ability to perform intricate tasks without direction. They act on your
instructions within the scope of their animal instincts and abilities.

Is Conjure Animals Only Useful in Combat?

Absolutely not. Its utility extends to exploration, investigation, and
narrative depth, making it a versatile spell in any adventurer’s arsenal.

Mastering conjure animals in D&D 5e adds a dynamic and flavorful dimension to



your gameplay. Whether you’re summoning a fearsome bear to tank damage or a
flock of giant eagles to dominate the skies, this spell offers endless
possibilities. By understanding the mechanics, choosing your beasts wisely,
and integrating the summoned creatures into your party’s strategies and
stories, you’ll find conjure animals to be an invaluable tool in your magical
repertoire. So next time you prepare your spells, consider how a wild chorus
of beasts might turn the tides of your adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Conjure Animals spell in D&D 5e?

Conjure Animals is a 3rd-level conjuration spell in Dungeons & Dragons 5th
Edition that allows the caster to summon fey spirits that take the form of
beasts to aid in combat or other tasks.

How many animals can you summon with Conjure Animals
at 5e spell level 3?

At the base 3rd-level spell slot, you can summon either one CR 2 beast, two
CR 1 beasts, four CR 1/2 beasts, or eight CR 1/4 beasts.

Can you control the summoned animals from Conjure
Animals?

Yes, the summoned creatures are friendly to you and your companions, and you
can command them verbally on your turn to take actions or move.

Do the animals summoned by Conjure Animals disappear
after the spell ends?

Yes, the summoned creatures disappear when the spell duration ends, which is
concentration up to 1 hour, or if they drop to 0 hit points.

Are the animals summoned by Conjure Animals
considered fey or beasts?

Mechanically, they are fey spirits that take the form of beasts, but in-game
they function as beasts and obey the caster's commands.

Can you summon specific animals using Conjure
Animals?

The spell allows you to choose the type of beast within the allowed CR
limits, but the DM has final say on what is available and summoned.

What are some popular animal choices for Conjure
Animals in 5e?

Common choices include wolves, giant eagles, panthers, or spiders, depending
on the tactical needs and available beasts within the CR limits.



Does Conjure Animals require concentration?

Yes, Conjure Animals requires concentration and lasts up to 1 hour, meaning
the caster must maintain focus or the spell ends prematurely.

Can the summoned animals be used for utility or only
combat?

While primarily used for combat assistance, the summoned animals can also be
used for scouting, carrying items, or other creative utility tasks as
permitted by the DM.

Additional Resources

Conjure Animals 5e Guide: Mastering One of D&D’s Most Versatile Summoning
Spells

conjure animals 5e guide offers an essential overview and analysis of one of
Dungeons & Dragons 5th Edition’s most dynamic spells. Whether you are a
druid, ranger, or any caster with access to this spell, understanding its
mechanics, strategic applications, and potential pitfalls is crucial to
maximizing your in-game effectiveness. This guide dives deep into the nuances
of conjure animals, providing insights that range from spell mechanics to
tactical deployment, ensuring players and Dungeon Masters alike can
appreciate the spell’s versatility within the 5e framework.

Understanding Conjure Animals 5e: Core
Mechanics and Spell Description

Conjure animals is a 3rd-level conjuration spell primarily available to
druids and rangers in D&D 5e. When cast, it allows the summoning of fey
spirits that take the form of beasts, appearing in unoccupied spaces within
range and obeying the caster’s verbal commands. The spell’s duration,
concentration up to one hour, and the number of creatures summoned depend on
the caster’s level. At its base, the caster can summon up to eight beasts of
challenge rating 1/4 or lower, fewer creatures of higher CR, or a single
beast of CR 2 or less.

The flexibility in the number and type of creatures summoned makes conjure
animals stand out among summoning spells. Unlike spells that summon a fixed
creature or a single entity, conjure animals lets casters tailor their
summons to the tactical needs of the moment, adjusting for crowd control,
damage output, or utility.

Spell Parameters and Scaling
Understanding the scaling of conjure animals is vital for optimizing its use:

e At 3rd level (base): Summon one beast of CR 2 or lower, two beasts of CR
1 or lower, four beasts of CR 1/2 or lower, or eight beasts of CR 1/4 or



lower.

e At 5th level: The number of creatures doubles accordingly (e.g., up to
sixteen beasts of CR 1/4 or lower).

e At 7th, 9th, and 11th level: The number of summoned creatures further
increases.

This scaling not only enhances the spell’s battlefield presence but also
offers a wide range of strategic options as the character progresses.

Strategic Applications and Tactical
Considerations

When analyzing the conjure animals 5e guide, it’s important to explore how
the spell fits into different combat and roleplaying scenarios. The spell’s
strength lies in its flexibility and the ability to summon multiple creatures
that can perform various roles depending on the party’s needs.

Combat Utility

Summoned animals can provide tactical advantages such as:

e Swarm Control: Summoning multiple smaller beasts creates a swarm-like
effect, overwhelming enemies through sheer numbers and flanking
opportunities.

e Distraction and Battlefield Control: Animals can occupy enemy attention,
blocking movement or forcing opponents to split their focus.

e Damage Output: While many summoned beasts have modest damage, their
combined attacks can significantly impact weaker foes or contribute to
consistent pressure on stronger opponents.

e Environmental Adaptation: Selecting creatures suited to the environment,

such as birds for aerial advantage or aquatic beasts in water-based
encounters, adds an extra layer of adaptability.

Non-Combat and Roleplaying Uses

Beyond combat, conjure animals offers unique roleplaying and utility avenues:
e Scouting and Surveillance: Using summoned creatures with keen senses or
flight capability can enhance a party’s reconnaissance efforts.

e Environmental Interaction: Summoned animals might assist in navigating
difficult terrain, retrieving objects, or interacting with wildlife.



e Storytelling and Immersion: The thematic element of calling upon nature
spirits enriches character development and narrative depth, especially
for druids and nature-themed characters.

Choosing the Right Creatures: Analyzing Summon
Options

A critical aspect of the conjure animals 5e guide is the selection of beasts,
which is dictated by challenge rating but constrained by availability based
on the campaign setting and DM discretion. Below is an analytical look at
popular summons and their respective advantages.

Popular Beasts by Challenge Rating

e CR 1/4 or Lower: Wolves, Panthers, Giant Owls, and Spiders are common
choices. Wolves provide pack tactics with advantage on attacks when
adjacent to allies, while Giant Owls offer flight and keen senses.

e CR 1/2: Creatures like the Giant Elk or Crocodile offer higher hit
points and damage potential, useful for more resilient summons.

e CR 1: Brown Bears and Dire Wolves stand out for their significant melee
damage and durability.

¢ CR 2: While limited to fewer creatures, a single Giant Eagle or Panther
can deliver substantial tactical advantage with mobility or stealth.

Comparative Strengths and Weaknesses

Assessing the summoned animals involves balancing durability, damage output,
and special abilities:

e Durability: Larger beasts like bears absorb more damage but reduce the
number of summons.

e Damage Potential: Pack tactics or multiattack abilities increase overall
offensive capability.

e Utility: Flight, climbing, or swimming capabilities expand tactical
options.

e Stealth and Surprise: Some animals can approach enemies unnoticed,
setting up advantageous positions for the party.

Players aiming to maximize conjure animals should consider both the immediate



combat scenario and longer—-term utility.

Pros and Cons: Evaluating Conjure Animals in 5e
Gameplay

No spell is without drawbacks, and a thorough conjure animals 5e guide must
highlight both benefits and limitations to provide a balanced understanding.

Advantages

e Versatility: The ability to summon a variety of creatures tailored to
situation-specific needs is unparalleled.

e Scalability: The spell’s scaling with character level ensures it remains
relevant throughout the campaign.

e Concentration-Based: While requiring concentration, this allows the
caster to maintain other spells alongside conjure animals if managed
carefully.

e Roleplaying Depth: The thematic link to nature spirits enriches
narrative immersion and character identity.

Limitations

e Concentration Vulnerability: The spell ends if concentration is broken,
which can happen easily in chaotic combat.

e DM Discretion: The exact beasts available and how the DM interprets fey
spirits can vary, potentially limiting options.

e Limited Control: Summoned creatures act on the caster’s commands but
have their own initiative and may not always behave as expected.

e Combat Effectiveness: While useful, summoned animals can be fragile and
may be quickly neutralized by area-of-effect spells or strong opponents.

Integrating Conjure Animals into Your Campaign

Dungeons & Dragons campaigns vary widely in tone and style, affecting how
conjure animals fits into gameplay. In wilderness-heavy campaigns, the
spell’s natural affinity shines, allowing players to bring the environment to
their aid. In urban or dungeon settings, creative selection of beasts and
narrative justification become more critical.



For Dungeon Masters, conjure animals provides a tool to enrich encounters and
challenge players. Allowing creative uses of summoned animals can foster
memorable moments, but balancing their power against party composition and
difficulty is essential to maintaining fairness.

Ultimately, conjure animals remains a cornerstone spell for nature-themed
casters, delivering a blend of tactical flexibility and immersive
storytelling that few other spells can match. Mastering its nuances ensures
players can confidently leverage the forces of nature in diverse and
compelling ways throughout their D&D 5e adventures.
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