american 19th century literature

American 19th Century Literature: A Journey Through Innovation and Identity

american 19th century literature offers a fascinating glimpse into a
transformative period in the history of the United States. As the young
nation grappled with rapid social, political, and economic changes, its
literary output blossomed into a rich tapestry reflecting the hopes,
struggles, and evolving identity of its people. From the transcendental
musings of Ralph Waldo Emerson to the haunting narratives of Edgar Allan Poe,
19th-century American literature set the stage for a unique and enduring
voice in world letters.

Setting the Stage: Historical Context of
American 19th Century Literature

The 19th century was a time of extraordinary growth and upheaval in America.
The country expanded westward, industrialized rapidly, and confronted deep
divisions over slavery and civil rights. These societal shifts profoundly
influenced the literature of the era, which became a vehicle for exploring
themes of freedom, nature, individualism, and social justice.

This period also marked the emergence of a distinctly American literary
identity. Writers began moving away from European literary traditions,
finding inspiration in the American landscape, folklore, and democratic
ideals. The rise of publishing houses, literary magazines, and public
education expanded readership, making literature an essential part of
cultural life.

Key Movements and Themes in American 19th
Century Literature

Transcendentalism: Embracing the Individual and
Nature

One of the most influential movements of the era was transcendentalism,
championed by thinkers like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau.
Transcendentalists believed in the inherent goodness of people and nature,
promoting self-reliance, intuition, and spiritual connection beyond organized
religion.

Their essays and poetry often celebrated the wilderness and the power of the
individual conscience. Thoreau’s experiment at Walden Pond exemplified this
philosophy, inspiring countless readers to reflect on simplicity and civil
disobedience. Transcendentalism’s emphasis on personal freedom resonated
deeply in a nation expanding its democratic ideals.



Romanticism and Gothic Literature: Exploring Emotion
and the Supernatural

While transcendentalists looked toward nature and optimism, another
significant current in 19th-century American literature was Romanticism, with
its focus on emotion, imagination, and the mysterious. Writers like Edgar
Allan Poe delved into gothic horror and dark themes, exploring the human
psyche’s shadowy recesses.

Poe’s tales of suspense and his pioneering of the detective story genre left
an indelible mark on American letters. Meanwhile, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s
works, such as "The Scarlet Letter," combined romanticism with moral
complexity and historical settings, often critigquing Puritanism and societal
hypocrisy.

Realism and Naturalism: Portraying Everyday Life and
Social Issues

As the century progressed, American literature began to shift toward realism
and naturalism, focusing on accurate depictions of everyday life, often
highlighting social problems and human struggles. Authors like Mark Twain and
Henry James captured the nuances of American society, regional dialects, and
the tensions between tradition and progress.

Realism sought to portray characters and settings with fidelity, rejecting
idealization. Naturalism, a related but more deterministic approach,
suggested that environment and heredity shape human destiny, as seen in the
works of Stephen Crane. These movements laid the groundwork for modern
American literature’s engagement with social realities.

Notable Figures in American 19th Century
Literature

Ralph Waldo Emerson: The Voice of American
Individualism

Emerson was a central figure in American letters, whose essays like "Self-
Reliance" articulated core transcendentalist beliefs. His eloquent calls for
intellectual independence and connection with nature inspired generations of
writers and thinkers.

Edgar Allan Poe: Master of Macabre and Mystery

Poe’s stories and poems, including "The Tell-Tale Heart" and "The Raven,"
captivated readers with their psychological depth and eerie atmospheres. His
innovations in the short story and detective fiction genres remain
influential worldwide.



Herman Melville: Exploring Humanity'’s Depths

Melville’s "Moby-Dick" stands as a monumental work of American literature,
blending adventure with philosophical inquiry into obsession, fate, and
nature’s power. Although underappreciated in his lifetime, Melville’s complex
narrative style and themes have earned him lasting recognition.

Harriet Beecher Stowe: Literature as Social Activism

Stowe’s novel "Uncle Tom’s Cabin" played a crucial role in shaping public
opinion on slavery before the Civil War. Her powerful storytelling humanized
enslaved people’s suffering, making literature a tool for social change.

Distinctive Features of American 19th Century
Literature

One of the standout characteristics of this literary era is its diversity of
voices and genres. From poetry and short stories to novels and essays, the
period showcases an impressive range of styles and preoccupations.

The use of regional dialects and settings became popular, especially in works
by Mark Twain and Bret Harte, who captured the unique flavors of the American
South and West. This regionalism helped forge a national literary identity
rooted in the country’s varied landscapes and cultures.

Symbolism and allegory were also prominent, allowing writers to address
complex social and moral questions indirectly. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s use of
symbolism in "The Scarlet Letter" is a prime example, weaving themes of sin,
guilt, and redemption into a compelling narrative.

Impact on Modern American Literature and
Culture

The legacy of American 19th century literature is vast, shaping the
trajectory of literary innovation and cultural discourse well into the 20th
and 21st centuries. The period’s emphasis on exploring the self, society’s
contradictions, and the American experience continues to resonate with
contemporary readers and writers.

Many themes first tackled in this era—such as race, identity, freedom, and
the environment—remain central to American literature today. Moreover, the
experimentation with form and genre during the 19th century paved the way for
modernist and postmodernist authors.

Tips for Exploring 19th Century American Literature

For readers new to this era, starting with accessible yet profound works can
deepen appreciation:



e Begin with short stories: Edgar Allan Poe'’s tales offer thrilling and
manageable introductions.

e Read regional novels: Mark Twain’s "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn"
provides both humor and social critique.

e Explore transcendentalist essays: Emerson and Thoreau’s works are
inspiring and thought-provoking.

e Engage with historical context: Understanding the social backdrop
enhances comprehension of themes.

Exploring literary criticism and historical analyses can also enrich the
reading experience, revealing nuances and connections otherwise overlooked.

The Role of Women Writers in 19th Century
American Literature

While many male authors dominated the literary scene, women writers made
significant contributions that challenged societal norms and expanded
literary horizons. Figures like Louisa May Alcott, Emily Dickinson, and
Harriet Beecher Stowe brought fresh perspectives and addressed themes of
gender, family, and morality.

Emily Dickinson’s innovative poetry, characterized by unconventional syntax
and introspection, broke new ground in American verse. Alcott’s "Little
Women" portrayed the complexities of female experience in a changing society,
resonating with readers across generations.

These women’s voices helped diversify American literature, opening doors for
future female authors and enriching the nation’s cultural fabric.

Conclusion: The Enduring Allure of 19th Century
American Literature

American 19th century literature remains a cornerstone of the nation’s
cultural heritage, offering timeless insights into the American psyche and
spirit. Its blend of innovation, social commentary, and artistic exploration
continues to captivate readers and scholars alike. Whether through the
transcendental reveries of Emerson or the gripping narratives of Poe, this
literary era invites us to reflect on the evolving story of America itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some defining characteristics of American



19th century literature?

American 19th century literature is characterized by its exploration of
individualism, nature, democracy, and social issues such as slavery and
women's rights. It often reflects the country's growing identity and cultural
conflicts during a period of rapid expansion and change.

Who are some of the most influential American 19th
century authors?

Some of the most influential American 19th century authors include Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Henry James.

How did Transcendentalism influence American
literature in the 19th century?

Transcendentalism, a philosophical movement emphasizing individual intuition
and the inherent goodness of people and nature, heavily influenced 19th
century American literature. Writers like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau promoted themes of self-reliance, spirituality, and a deep connection
with nature, which became central to many literary works of the period.

What role did slavery and the abolitionist movement
play in 19th century American literature?

Slavery and the abolitionist movement were central themes in much of 19th
century American literature. Writers like Harriet Beecher Stowe with 'Uncle
Tom's Cabin' and Frederick Douglass through his autobiographies used
literature to expose the brutal realities of slavery and advocate for its
abolition, influencing public opinion and contributing to social change.

How did the American Civil War impact literature in
the 19th century?

The American Civil War profoundly impacted 19th century literature by
introducing themes of conflict, loss, and national identity. Authors such as
Walt Whitman and Ambrose Bierce wrote about the war's horrors and its effects
on American society, while the period also saw the rise of realistic and
naturalistic styles that sought to depict life more accurately.

Additional Resources

American 19th Century Literature: A Deep Dive into Its Evolution and Impact

american 19th century literature represents a transformative era that shaped
the cultural and intellectual landscape of the United States. This period,
spanning from the early 1800s through the end of the century, encapsulates a
rich tapestry of literary movements, groundbreaking authors, and evolving
themes that reflected the nation’s growing identity. The literature produced
during this time not only mirrors the social, political, and economic changes
of the era but also laid the groundwork for modern American literary
expression.



The Landscape of 19th Century American
Literature

The 19th century in America was a period marked by rapid expansion, social
upheaval, and the quest for national identity. Against this backdrop,
american 19th century literature evolved through several distinct phases,
each characterized by unique stylistic and thematic concerns. Early in the
century, the influence of European literary traditions was still strong, but
gradually, American writers began to craft works that were distinctly their
own, emphasizing themes such as individualism, nature, democracy, and social
Jjustice.

The rise of transcendentalism in the 1830s and 1840s, with figures like Ralph
Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, emphasized a philosophy of self-
reliance and the inherent goodness of people and nature. This movement stood
in contrast to the earlier sentimental and romantic literature, signaling a
shift towards introspection and philosophical inquiry.

Romanticism and Transcendentalism

Romanticism dominated the early and mid-19th century, emphasizing emotion,
imagination, and the sublime in nature. American romantic authors adapted
European Romantic ideals but often infused their works with uniquely American
settings and concerns. Nathaniel Hawthorne and Edgar Allan Poe, for instance,
explored the darker aspects of human nature and the supernatural, adding
psychological depth to the period's literary output.

Transcendentalism, meanwhile, brought a more optimistic and spiritual
dimension. Emerson’s essays and Thoreau’s "Walden" advocated for a harmonious
relationship with nature and individual conscience, ideas that resonated
deeply in an America grappling with industrialization and urbanization.

Realism and Naturalism: Reflecting a Changing Society

As the century progressed, the idealism of Romanticism gave way to Realism, a
literary movement dedicated to portraying life accurately and without
embellishment. Realist writers such as Mark Twain and Henry James focused on
everyday experiences and social realities, often critiquing societal norms
and hypocrisies. Twain’s "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" remains a landmark
in american 19th century literature for its candid treatment of race and
identity in the pre-Civil War South.

Naturalism, an offshoot of Realism, delved even deeper into the forces
shaping human behavior, emphasizing heredity, environment, and social
conditions as determinants of fate. Stephen Crane and Frank Norris
exemplified this approach, presenting characters often caught in struggles
beyond their control, highlighting the harsher aspects of American life.

Key Themes and Literary Features

The diversity of american 19th century literature is reflected in its



exploration of several recurring themes that resonate throughout the period’s
works:

e Individualism and Self-Discovery: Central to many works, especially
within transcendentalism, was the quest for personal identity and the
belief in the individual’s potential to transcend societal constraints.

e Nature and the Sublime: Much of the literature celebrated the American
landscape, portraying wilderness both as a source of spiritual renewal
and a symbol of national expansion.

e Slavery and Race Relations: The contentious issue of slavery dominated
much of the literary discourse, particularly as the nation approached
the Civil War. Writers like Harriet Beecher Stowe used literature as a
vehicle for abolitionist sentiment.

e Democracy and Social Critique: Many authors examined the promises and
failures of American democracy, often critiquing social inequality,
corruption, and moral decay.

Stylistically, 19th-century American literature is notable for its
experimentation with narrative voice, regional dialects, and psychological
depth. The use of vernacular speech in Twain’s works, for example, added
authenticity and challenged literary conventions. Similarly, the
psychological complexity found in Hawthorne’s and Melville’s writings paved
the way for modernist explorations of consciousness.

Influential Authors and Their Contributions

The impact of american 19th century literature is inseparable from the
contributions of its most influential authors:

1. Washington Irving: Often considered the father of American short
stories, Irving'’s works like "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" blended
folklore with literary sophistication, setting a precedent for American
storytelling.

2. Edgar Allan Poe: Poe’s mastery of the macabre and his innovations in the
detective and horror genres left an indelible mark on American
literature and beyond.

3. Herman Melville: "Moby-Dick" remains a monumental work that explores
existential themes through the lens of a sea adventure, combining
narrative complexity with philosophical depth.

4. Harriet Beecher Stowe: Her novel "Uncle Tom’s Cabin" played a crucial
role in shaping public opinion on slavery and illustrated literature’s
power as a tool for social change.

5. Mark Twain: Twain’s satirical style and use of colloquial language
challenged literary norms and provided incisive commentary on American
society.



The Legacy of 19th Century American Literature

The enduring legacy of american 19th century literature lies in its ability
to capture the contradictions and complexities of a young nation finding its
voice. This century produced a literary canon that remains central to
American cultural identity, influencing countless writers and intellectuals
in subsequent generations.

Moreover, the era’s literature reflects an ongoing negotiation between
idealism and realism, individual freedom and social responsibility, tradition
and innovation. These tensions continue to resonate in contemporary American
literature, underscoring the importance of the 19th century as a foundational
period.

In examining american 19th century literature today, scholars and readers
alike gain invaluable insights into the historical forces that shaped the
United States and the enduring human concerns that transcend time. This
literary corpus not only documents a pivotal century but also invites ongoing
dialogue about identity, morality, and the power of storytelling in society.

American 19th Century Literature

american 19th century literature: The Oxford Handbook of Nineteenth-Century American
Literature Russ Castronovo, 2012-01-30 How do we approach the rich field of nineteenth-century
American literature? How might we recalibrate the coordinates of critical vision and open up new
areas of investigation? To answer such questions, this volume brings together 23 original essays
written by leading scholars in American literary studies. By examining specific novels, poems,
essays, diaries and other literary examples, the authors confront head-on the implications, scope,
and scale of their analysis. The chapters foreground methodological concerns to assess the
challenges of transnational perspectives, disability studies, environmental criticism, affect studies,
gender analysis, and other cutting-edge approaches. The Oxford Handbook of Nineteenth-Century
American Literature is thus both critically incisive and sharply practical, inviting attention to how
readers read, how critics critique, and how interpreters interpret. It offers forceful strategies for
rethinking protest novels, women's writing, urban literature, slave narratives, and popular fiction,
just to name a few of the wide array of topics and genres covered. This volume, rather than
surveying established ideas in studies of nineteenth-century American literature, registers what is
happening now and anticipates what will shape the field's future.

american 19th century literature: Handbook of the American Novel of the Nineteenth
Century Christine Gerhardt, 2018-06-11 This handbook offers students and researchers a compact
introduction to the nineteenth-century American novel in the light of current debates, theoretical
concepts, and critical methodologies. The volume turns to the nineteenth century as a formative era
in American literary history, a time that saw both the rise of the novel as a genre, and the
emergence of an independent, confident American culture. A broad range of concise essays by
European and American scholars demonstrates how some of America‘s most well-known and
influential novels responded to and participated in the radical transformations that characterized
American culture between the early republic and the age of imperial expansion. Part I consists of 7
systematic essays on key historical and critical frameworks — including debates aboutrace and
citizenship, transnationalism, environmentalism and print culture, as well as sentimentalism,
romance and the gothic, realism and naturalism. Part II provides 22 essays on individual novels,
each combining an introduction to relevant cultural contexts with a fresh close reading and the
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discussion of critical perspectives shaped by literary and cultural theory.

american 19th century literature: American Literary Publishing in the Mid-nineteenth
Century Michael Winship, 1995 This is a study of some of the central questions in literary
publishing in mid-nineteenth-century North America and Britain, addressed through examination of
the unusually rich archives of a unique publishing firm. Boston-based Ticknor and Fields, one of the
pre-eminent literary publishers of its time, enjoyed close links with Britain, and also developed new
production, distribution, and marketing skills as the settlement of North America pushed ever
further west. Michael Winship has studied the firm's business records and publications in detail: he
reveals what Ticknor and Fields published, its costs of production, the ways it marketed and
distributed its books, and the profits it made. Winship goes on to explore the implications of the
firm's work for the book trade in general, and to show how an investigation of Ticknor and Fields
enriches our understanding of the literary and cultural history of Britain and North America.

american 19th century literature: John Neal and Nineteenth-Century American
Literature and Culture Edward Watts, David J. Carlson, 2012-02-01 John Neal and
Nineteenth-Century American Literature and Culture critically reassesses the significance of
American novelist, editor, critic, and activist John Neal to the transatlantic literary culture of the
nineteenth century. Long appreciated primarily as a powerful advocate of literary nationalism in the
United States, Neal is presented in this volume as an innovative literary stylist, a penetrating
cultural critic, a pioneering regionalist, and a vital participant in the business of letters in America
over a sixty-year career. The volume’s contributors (including scholars from the United States,
Germany, England, Italy, and Israel) employ a wide range of critical methodologies (legal studies,
psychoanalysis, cultural studies, etc.) to survey Neal’s career from his early novel writing in the
1820s to his culminating autobiography, published in 1869. Special attention is paid to his work as
an editor, journalist, critic, and publisher in a variety of journals. Throughout this discussion, Neal
emerges as a vastly underappreciated artist and a figure of considerable importance to the ongoing
reassessment of the American Renaissance and the broader cultural history of the nineteenth
century. The editors’ introduction (and the volume as a whole) offers an overview of the present
vitality of the new Neal scholarship while also suggesting a number of areas for future research and
inquiry.

american 19th century literature: Nineteenth-Century American Literature and the Discourse
of Natural History Juliana Chow, 2021-11-18 Nineteenth-Century American Literature and the
Discourse of Natural History illuminates how literary experimentation with natural history provides
penumbral views of environmental survival. The book brings together feminist revisions of scientific
objectivity and critical race theory on diaspora to show how biogeography influenced material and
metaphorical concepts of species and race. It also highlights how lesser known writers of color like
Simon Pokagon and James McCune Smith connected species migration and mutability to forms of
racial uplift. The book situates these literary visions of environmental fragility and survival amidst
the development of Darwinian theories of evolution and against a westward expanding American
settler colonialism.

american 19th century literature: Political Prayer in Nineteenth-Century American Literature
Amy Dunham Strand, 2024-09-30 Political Prayer in Nineteenth-Century American Literature
explores how American women writers such as Catharine Maria Sedgwick, Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Rebecca Harding Davis, and Emily Dickinson translated petitioning - a political form for redress of
grievances with religious resonance, or what Strand calls “political prayer” - in their literary works.
At a time when petitioning was historically transforming governments, mobilizing masses, and
democratizing North America, these White women writers wrote “literary petitions” to advocate for
others in social justice causes such as antiremoval, antislavery, and labor reform, to transform
American literature and culture, and to articulate an ambivalent political agency. Political Prayer in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature introduces historic petitioning into literary study as an
overlooked but important new lens for reading nineteenth-century fiction and poetry. Understanding
petitions in these literary works - and these literary works as petitions - also helps us to understand



women'’s political agency before their enfranchisement, to explain why scholars have long debated
and inconsistently interpreted the works of well-anthologized women writers, and to see more
clearly the multidimensional, coexisting, and often competing religious and political aspects of their
writings.

american 19th century literature: The Public Life of Privacy in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature Stacey Margolis, 2005-05-13 Challenges the familiar way of reading a major
strain of 19th century American literature. Rather than seeing this strain as preoccupied with a
subject's inner mental life, it shows that subjects can only be understood, and understand
themselves, through

american 19th century literature: Sentimentalism in Nineteenth-Century America Mary
G. De Jong, 2013-06-07 Sentimentalism emerged in eighteenth-century Europe as a moral
philosophy founded on the belief that individuals are able to form relationships and communities
because they can, by an effort of the imagination, understand one another’s feelings. American
authors of both sexes who accepted these views cultivated readers’ sympathy with others in order to
promote self-improvement, motivate action to relieve suffering, reinforce social unity, and build
national identity. Entwined with domesticity and imperialism and finding expression in literature and
in public and private rituals, sentimentalism became America’s dominant ideology by the early
nineteenth century. Sentimental writings and practices had political uses, some reformist and some
repressive. They played major roles in the formation of bourgeois consciousness. The first new
collection of scholarly essays on American sentimentalism since 1999, this volume brings together
ten recent studies, eight published here for the first time. The Introduction assesses the current
state of sentimentalism studies; the Afterword reflects on sentimentalism as a liberal discourse
central to contemporary political thought as well as literary studies. Other contributors, exploring
topics characteristic of the field today, examine nineteenth-century authors’ treatments of education,
grief, social inequalities, intimate relationships, and community. This volume has several distinctive
features. It illustrates sentimentalism’s appropriation of an array of literary forms (advice literature,
personal narrative, and essays on education and urban poverty as well as poetry and the novel)
objects (memorial volumes), and cultural practices (communal singing, benevolence). It includes
four essays on poetry, less frequently studied than fiction. It identifies internal contradictions that
eventually fractured sentimentalism’s viability as a belief system—yet suggests that the protean
sentimental mode accommodated itself to revisionary and ironized literary uses, thus persisting long
after twentieth-century critics pronounced it a casualty of the Civil War. This collection also offers
fresh perspectives on three esteemed authors not usually classified as sentimentalists—Sarah Piatt,
Walt Whitman, and Henry James—thus demonstrating that sentimental topics and techniques
informed “realism” and “modernism” as they emerged Offering close readings of nineteenth-century
American texts and practices, this book demonstrates both the limits of sentimentalism and its wide
and lasting influence.

american 19th century literature: A History of American Literature Richard Gray, 2011-09-23
Updated throughout and with much new material, A History of American Literature, Second Edition,
is the most up-to-date and comprehensive survey available of the myriad forms of American
Literature from pre-Columbian times to the present. The most comprehensive and up-to-date history
of American literature available today Covers fiction, poetry, drama, and non-fiction, as well as other
forms of literature including folktale, spirituals, the detective story, the thriller, and science fiction
Explores the plural character of American literature, including the contributions made by African
American, Native American, Hispanic and Asian American writers Considers how our understanding
of American literature has changed over the past?thirty years Situates American literature in the
contexts of American history, politics and society Offers an invaluable introduction to American
literature for students at all levels, academic and general readers

american 19th century literature: The Cambridge Companion to Nineteenth-Century
American Women's Writing Dale M. Bauer, Philip Gould, 2001-11-15 Providing an overview of the
history of writing by women in the period, this 2001 Companion establishes the context in which this




writing emerged, and traces the origin of the terms which have traditionally defined the debate. It
includes essays on topics of recent concern, such as women and war, erotic violence, the liberating
and disciplinary effects of religion, and examines the work of a variety of women writers, including
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Rebecca Harding Davis and Louisa May Alcott. The volume plots new
directions for the study of American literary history, and provides several valuable tools for students,
including a chronology of works and suggestions for further reading.

american 19th century literature: Nineteenth-Century American Literature and the
Long Civil War Cody Marrs, 2015-07-22 Nineteenth-century American literature is often divided
into two asymmetrical halves, neatly separated by the Civil War. Focusing on the later writings of
Walt Whitman, Frederick Douglass, Herman Melville, and Emily Dickinson, this book shows how the
war took shape across the nineteenth century, inflecting literary forms for decades after 1865.

american 19th century literature: Writing the Environment in Nineteenth-Century American
Literature Steven Petersheim, Madison Jones IV, 2015-09-17 The nineteenth-century roots of
environmental writing in American literature are often mentioned in passing and sometimes studied
piece by piece. Writing the Environment in Nineteenth-Century American Literature: The Ecological
Awareness of Early Scribes of Nature brings together numerous explorations of
environmentally-aware writing across the genres of nineteenth-century literature. Like Lawrence
Buell, the authors of this collection find Thoreau’s writing a touchstone of nineteenth-century
environmental writing, particularly focusing on Thoreau’s claim that humans may function as
“scribes of nature.” However, these studies of Thoreau’s antecedents, contemporaries, and
successors also reveal a range of other writers in the nineteenth century whose literary treatments
of nature are often more environmentally attuned than most readers have noticed. The writers
whose works are studied in this collection include canonical and forgotten writers, men and women,
early nineteenth-century and late nineteenth-century authors, pioneers and conservationists. They
drew attention to the conflicted relationships between humans and the American continent, as
experienced by Native Americans and European Americans. Taken together, these essays offer a
fresh perspective on the roots of environmental literature in nineteenth-century American
nonfiction, fiction, and poetry as well as in multi-genre compositions such as the travel writings of
Margaret Fuller. Bringing largely forgotten voices such as John Godman alongside canonical voices
such as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, and Emily Dickinson, the authors
whose writings are studied in this collection produced a diverse tapestry of nascent American
environmental writing in the nineteenth-century. From early nineteenth-century writers such as poet
Philip Freneau and novelist Charles Brockden Brown to later nineteenth-century conservationists
such as John James Audubon and John Muir, Scribes of Nature shows the development of an
environmental consciousness and a growing conservationist ethos in American literature. Given their
often surprisingly healthy respect for the natural environment, these nineteenth-century writers
offer us much to consider in an age of environmental crisis. The complexities of the supposed
nature/culture divide still work into our lives today as economic and environmental issues are often
seen at loggerheads when they ought to be seen as part of the same conversation of what it means
to live healthy lives, and to pass on a healthy world to those who follow us in a world where human
activity is becoming increasingly threatening to the health of our planet.

american 19th century literature: Edinburgh Companion to Nineteenth-Century
American Letters and Letter-Writing Celeste-Marie Bernier, 2016-02-15 Provides a wide-ranging
entry point and intervention into scholarship on nineteenth-century American letter-writingThis
comprehensive study by leading scholars in an important new field-the history of letters and letter
writing-is essential reading for anyone interested in nineteenth-century American politics, history or
literature. Because of its mass literacy, population mobility, and extensive postal system,
nineteenth-century America is a crucial site for the exploration of letters and their meanings,
whether they be written by presidents and statesmen, scientists and philosophers, novelists and
poets, feminists and reformers, immigrants, Native Americans, or African Americans. This book
breaks new ground by mapping the voluminous correspondence of these figures and other important



American writers and thinkers. Rather than treating the letter as a spontaneous private document,
the contributors understand it as a self-conscious artefact, circulating between friends and strangers
and across multiple genres in ways that both make and break social ties.Key FeaturesDraws
together different emphases on the intellectual, literary and social uses of letter writing Provides
students and researchers with a means to situate letters in their wider theoretical and historical
contextsMethodologically expansive, intellectually interrogative chapters based on original research
by leading academicsOffers new insights into the lives and careers of Louisa May Alcott, Charles
Brockden Brown, Emily Dickinson, Frederick Douglass, Margaret Fuller, Henry James, Thomas
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Herman Melville, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Edgar Allan Poe, among
many others

american 19th century literature: Encyclopedia of American Poetry: The Nineteenth Century
Eric L. Haralson, 2014-01-21 With contributions from over 100 scholars, the Encyclopedia of
American Poetry: The Nineteenth Centry provides essays on the careers, works, and backgrounds of
more than 100 nineteenth-century poets. It also provides entries on specialized categories of
twentieth-century verse such as hymns, folk ballads, spirituals, Civil War songs, and Native
American poetry. Besides presenting essential factual information, each entry amounts to an
in-depth critical essay, and includes a bibliography that directs readers to other works by and about
a particular poet.

american 19th century literature: An Anthology of Nineteenth-Century American Science
Writing C. R. Resetarits, 2012-03-01 This volume is a brief anthology of the most influential writing
by American scientists between 1800 and 1900. Arranged thematically and chronologically to
highlight the movement of American science throughout the nineteenth century, from its beginnings
in self-taught classification and exploration to the movement towards university education and
specialization, this anthology is the first of its kind. Biographies front each section, putting human
faces to each time period, and the anthology includes such notable names as Thomas Jefferson and
Louis Agassiz.

american 19th century literature: Transamerican Sentimentalism and
Nineteenth-Century US Literary History Maria A. Windell, 2020-07-11 Sentimentalism is usually
studied through US-British relations after the American Revolution or in connection to national
reforms like the abolitionist movement. Transamerican Sentimentalism and Nineteenth-Century US
Literary History instead argues that African American, Native American, Latinx, and Anglo American
women writers also used sentimentalism to construct narratives that reframed or countered the
violence dominating the nineteenth-century Americas, including the Haitian Revolution, Indian
Removal, the US-Mexican War, and Cuba's independence wars. By tracking the transformation of
sentimentalism as the US reacted to, enacted, and intervened in conflict Transamerican
Sentimentalism and Nineteenth-Century US Literary History demonstrates how marginalized writers
negotiated hemispheric encounters amidst the gendered, racialized, and cultural violence of the
nineteenth-century Americas. It remaps sentiment's familiar transatlantic and national scholarly
frameworks through authors such as Leonora Sansay and Mary Peabody Mann, and considers how
authors including John Rollin Ridge, John S. and Harriet Jacobs, Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton,
Victor Séjour, and Martin R. Delany adapted the mode. Transamerican sentimentalism cannot unseat
the violence of the nineteenth-century Americas, but it does produce other potential
outcomes-including new paradigms for understanding the coquette, a locally successful informal
diplomacy, and motivations for violent slave revolt. Such transformations mark not sentiment's
failures or distortions, but its adaptive attempts to survive and thrive.

american 19th century literature: The Complete Idiot's Guide to American Literature
Laurie Rozakis, 1999-08-01 You're no idiot, of course. You know that Samuel Clemens had a
better-known pen name, Moby Dick is a famous whale, and the Raven only said,Nevermore. But
when it comes to understanding the great works of Mark Twain, Herman Melville, and Edgar Allan
Poe, you'd rather rent the videos than head to your local library. Don't tear up your library card yet!
The Complete Idiot's Guide® to American Literature teaches you all about the rich tradition of



American prose and poetry, so you can fully appreciate its magnificent diversity.

american 19th century literature: The Politics of Anxiety in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature Justine S. Murison, 2011-04-21 For much of the nineteenth century, the
nervous system was a medical mystery, inspiring scientific studies and exciting great public interest.
Because of this widespread fascination, the nerves came to explain the means by which mind and
body related to each other. By the 1830s, the nervous system helped Americans express the
consequences on the body, and for society, of major historical changes. Literary writers, including
Nathaniel Hawthorne and Harriet Beecher Stowe, used the nerves as a metaphor to re-imagine the
role of the self amidst political, social and religious tumults, including debates about slavery and the
revivals of the Second Great Awakening. Representing the 'romance' of the nervous system and its
cultural impact thoughtfully and, at times, critically, the fictional experiments of this century helped
construct and explore a neurological vision of the body and mind. Murison explains the impact of
neurological medicine on nineteenth-century literature and culture.

american 19th century literature: Transamerican Literary Relations and the
Nineteenth-Century Public Sphere Anna Brickhouse, 2004-09-02 This wide-ranging comparative
study argues for a fundamental reassessment of the literary history of the nineteenth-century United
States within the transamerican and multilingual contexts that shaped it. Drawing on an array of
texts in English, French and Spanish by both canonical and neglected writers and activists, Anna
Brickhouse investigates interactions between US, Latin American and Caribbean literatures. Her
many examples and case studies include the Mexican genealogies of Nathaniel Hawthorne, the
rewriting of Uncle Tom's Cabin by a Haitian dramatist, and a French Caribbean translation of the
poetry of Phillis Wheatley. Brickhouse uncovers lines of literary influence and descent linking
Philadelphia and Havana, Port-au-Prince and Boston, Paris and New Orleans. She argues for a new
understanding of this most formative period of literary production in the United States as a
'transamerican renaissance', a rich era of literary border-crossing and transcontinental cultural
exchange.

american 19th century literature: The Cambridge Companion to Nineteenth-Century
American Poetry Kerry C. Larson, 2011-12 The first critical collection of its kind devoted solely to
this subject, this Companion covers both well-known and lesser-known poets.
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