
1 audition by michael shurtleff
**Mastering the Art of Acting: Insights into 1 Audition by Michael Shurtleff**

1 audition by michael shurtleff is not just a phrase but a gateway into a transformative
approach to acting and auditioning that has influenced countless performers worldwide.
Michael Shurtleff, renowned for his groundbreaking book *Audition*, revolutionized the
way actors prepare and present themselves. His insights into the audition process
emphasize understanding character objectives, emotional truth, and
authenticity—elements that remain crucial for actors today.

If you’re an aspiring actor, a seasoned professional, or simply curious about the nuances
behind a successful audition, exploring 1 audition by michael shurtleff offers invaluable
lessons. Let’s delve deeper into what makes his approach so effective and how you can
apply his principles to elevate your craft.

Who Was Michael Shurtleff and Why His Audition
Methods Matter

Michael Shurtleff was a casting director and author who changed the landscape of
theatrical auditions. Unlike traditional methods that focused heavily on memorization or
superficial presentation, Shurtleff advocated for a more genuine and emotionally
connected performance. His book *Audition: Everything an Actor Needs to Know to Get
the Part* is considered a bible among actors and casting professionals.

What sets 1 audition by michael shurtleff apart is its focus on the actor’s understanding of
the script and character rather than just their ability to deliver lines. He believed that
auditions are not just about showing talent but about revealing the character’s wants and
needs through truthful choices.

Core Principles Behind 1 Audition by Michael
Shurtleff

Shurtleff’s approach can be distilled into several key principles that actors can implement
to transform their audition experience:

1. Find the Character’s Objective

One of Shurtleff’s most famous teachings is that every character has a clear objective—a
specific want or need driving their behavior. Identifying this objective helps the actor stay
focused and make every line purposeful. Instead of delivering dialogue in a vacuum, you’re
portraying someone actively trying to achieve something.



2. Use the “If” to Create Emotional Truth

Shurtleff encouraged actors to use their imagination to ask, “What if I were in this
situation?” This imaginative exercise helps actors connect personally with the character’s
circumstances, making their performance more believable and emotionally resonant.

3. Make Strong Choices

Auditions are often brief, so making bold, clear choices about how to portray a character
can make you stand out. Shurtleff emphasized the importance of commitment to your
interpretation rather than playing it safe or trying to please everyone.

4. Listen and React

Acting is a dynamic exchange. According to Shurtleff, truly listening and reacting to your
scene partner—even in an audition setting—brings authenticity to your performance and
creates a natural flow.

Applying 1 Audition by Michael Shurtleff:
Practical Tips for Actors

Understanding Shurtleff’s ideas is one thing, but applying them effectively during an
audition requires practice and preparation. Here are some actionable strategies inspired
by his teachings:

Analyze the Script Thoroughly

Before stepping into the audition room, read the script multiple times to uncover layers of
meaning. Ask yourself:

What does my character want in this scene?

What obstacles are they facing?

How do they feel about the other characters?

This groundwork will help you build a nuanced and compelling portrayal.



Prepare Emotional Anchors

Drawing from Shurtleff’s “If” exercise, connect your character’s emotions to real-life
experiences or imagined scenarios. This emotional anchoring allows you to deliver a more
heartfelt and convincing performance.

Practice Strong, Clear Choices

Experiment with different ways of delivering lines—varying tone, pace, and physicality—to
discover what feels authentic and impactful. Avoid ambiguity; your choices should
communicate your character’s objective with clarity.

Stay Present and Responsive

In the audition room, it’s easy to get caught up in nerves or self-consciousness. Instead,
focus on your scene partner (even if it’s just a reader) and respond genuinely. This
presence creates energy and spontaneity that casting directors notice.

Why 1 Audition by Michael Shurtleff Still
Resonates in Today’s Acting World

Even decades after Shurtleff penned his influential advice, his principles remain relevant
due to their fundamental understanding of human behavior and storytelling. In an era
where screen tests, self-tapes, and digital auditions are common, the core of
acting—connecting with truth and intention—never changes.

Many acting coaches and casting directors still recommend Shurtleff’s methods because
they empower actors to bring depth and honesty to their performances. Whether you are
auditioning for theater, film, or television, embracing his approach can give you a
competitive edge.

Integration with Modern Audition Techniques

Today’s actors often combine Shurtleff’s techniques with other approaches such as
Meisner repetition exercises or Stanislavski’s system, creating a holistic toolkit. For
instance:

Using Shurtleff’s objective-driven mindset to ground your character choices.

Incorporating improvisation for spontaneity and flexibility.

Employing mindfulness to manage audition anxiety and stay present.



This blend keeps performances fresh and adaptable to various audition formats.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Using 1
Audition by Michael Shurtleff

While Shurtleff’s guidance is highly effective, actors sometimes misinterpret or misapply
his advice. Here are pitfalls to watch out for:

Overcomplicating the Objective

It’s tempting to layer a character’s wants with complex backstories or motivations, but
Shurtleff advocates for clarity. Keep the objective simple and focused to make your
performance clear and compelling.

Memorizing Without Understanding

Memorization is important, but simply reciting lines without understanding the underlying
emotional beats will result in a flat performance. Dive into the why behind each line.

Playing It Safe

Auditions are opportunities to take risks. Avoid bland or neutral choices; boldness often
captures the attention of casting directors.

How to Incorporate 1 Audition by Michael
Shurtleff Into Your Acting Routine

To truly benefit from Michael Shurtleff’s approach, incorporate his principles into your
daily acting practice:

Script Study Sessions: Regularly analyze scenes focusing on objectives and
obstacles.

Imaginative Exercises: Practice the “If” scenario to deepen emotional connection.

Mock Auditions: Simulate auditions applying strong choices and presence.



Feedback Loops: Record your auditions or rehearsals and review them critically.

By making these habits part of your routine, you develop instincts that will serve you well
when it’s time to audition for real.

Final Thoughts on 1 Audition by Michael Shurtleff

Michael Shurtleff’s insights into the audition process continue to inspire actors to
approach their craft with intention, honesty, and courage. The emphasis on discovering
character objectives, making strong choices, and staying emotionally connected
transforms auditions from mere recitations into compelling storytelling moments.

Whether you’re stepping into your first audition or preparing for a major role, embracing
the lessons from 1 audition by michael shurtleff can profoundly impact your journey as an
actor. It’s not just about getting the part; it’s about delivering a performance that
resonates, captivates, and feels true.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Audition' by Michael Shurtleff about?
'Audition' by Michael Shurtleff is a renowned book that provides actors with practical
advice and techniques for succeeding in auditions. It breaks down the audition process
and offers insights into what casting directors look for.

Who is Michael Shurtleff?
Michael Shurtleff was a famous casting director and author known for his influential book
'Audition,' which has helped countless actors improve their audition skills.

What are the 'Ten Audition Secrets' in Michael
Shurtleff's 'Audition'?
The 'Ten Audition Secrets' are core principles outlined by Shurtleff to help actors perform
better, such as making strong choices, understanding the character’s objectives, and
being prepared to take direction.

How can 'Audition' by Michael Shurtleff help aspiring
actors?
'Audition' provides actors with practical tips on preparation, mindset, and performance
techniques that improve their chances of booking roles. It demystifies the audition process
and builds confidence.



Is 'Audition' by Michael Shurtleff suitable for
beginners?
Yes, 'Audition' is highly recommended for actors at all levels, especially beginners, as it
breaks down complex auditioning concepts into clear, actionable advice.

What makes Michael Shurtleff's 'Audition' a classic in
acting literature?
Its straightforward, no-nonsense approach combined with years of casting experience and
practical examples makes 'Audition' a timeless resource widely respected in the acting
community.

Does 'Audition' by Michael Shurtleff cover cold
readings?
Yes, Shurtleff provides strategies for handling cold readings effectively, emphasizing the
importance of preparation, listening, and making bold choices.

Can 'Audition' by Michael Shurtleff help with screen and
stage auditions?
Absolutely. The principles and techniques in 'Audition' are applicable to both screen and
stage auditions, making it a versatile tool for actors.

Where can I purchase or read 'Audition' by Michael
Shurtleff?
'Audition' is available for purchase on major book retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and can also be found in many libraries and acting schools.

Additional Resources
**Mastering the Audition: Analyzing "1 Audition" by Michael Shurtleff**

1 audition by michael shurtleff serves as a pivotal concept in the realm of acting,
embodying not just a singular opportunity but a comprehensive philosophy toward the
audition process. Michael Shurtleff, a revered casting director and author, revolutionized
how actors perceive auditions through his book *Audition*, which distills decades of
casting experience into actionable advice. His approach, often encapsulated in the idea of
focusing on “1 audition” as a moment of authenticity and connection, remains influential
in contemporary acting circles.

In this article, we will dissect the core principles behind 1 audition by michael shurtleff,
explore its application in modern casting practices, and assess how actors can leverage his
techniques to enhance their audition outcomes. By examining Shurtleff’s methodology



alongside current industry trends and casting director expectations, this analysis offers a
nuanced understanding of how to approach auditions with confidence and strategic
insight.

Understanding the Core Philosophy Behind 1
Audition by Michael Shurtleff

At the heart of Shurtleff’s teachings lies a clear and compelling idea: every audition is a
unique, singular event where the actor must bring their full presence and creativity.
Unlike the notion of simply “performing,” Shurtleff encourages actors to engage deeply
with the material, the character, and the casting panel to create a genuine connection.
This mindset transforms the audition from a stressful hurdle into a vital creative moment.

Shurtleff’s book *Audition* outlines a series of principles and practical steps that actors
can use to prepare for and excel during auditions. These include understanding the needs
of the casting director, making bold choices, and focusing on truthful emotional choices
rather than superficial techniques. His emphasis on preparation, presence, and
responsiveness continues to resonate in acting schools and casting workshops worldwide.

The Ten Audition Secrets: Shurtleff’s Guiding
Framework

One of the most enduring contributions from Shurtleff is his list of ten audition secrets,
which distill his philosophy into actionable advice. These secrets provide a roadmap for
actors facing the often-daunting audition process:

Make strong choices: Bold, decisive character decisions help actors stand out.

Work from your instincts: Trusting your intuition creates authenticity.

Find the “moment before”: Understanding what happened before the scene starts
adds depth.

Change the script if necessary: Adapt the text to make it work for you while
remaining true to the piece.

Play the game: Recognize that auditions are a form of performance with its own
rules.

Don’t try to be funny or clever: Instead, focus on truthfulness to avoid appearing
forced.

Make the casting director’s job easy: Clear, confident choices help the panel
envision you in the role.



Be yourself: Authenticity often trumps artificiality.

Prepare thoroughly: Knowing your material inside out reduces nerves.

Have fun: Enjoying the process can translate into a more engaging performance.

These principles are foundational to the concept of 1 audition by michael shurtleff,
emphasizing mental preparation and emotional honesty over gimmicks or rote
memorization.

Applying Shurtleff’s Audition Techniques in
Today’s Casting Environment

The entertainment industry has evolved since Shurtleff’s original publication in the 1970s,
with new technologies, casting platforms, and audition formats emerging. Despite these
changes, the core values of Shurtleff’s approach remain relevant, offering actors timeless
tools to navigate increasingly competitive and dynamic audition scenarios.

From Traditional to Virtual Auditions: Adaptability of 1
Audition Principles

The rise of self-taped and virtual auditions, especially accelerated by the global pandemic,
has transformed the audition landscape. Actors must now not only act but also manage
technical elements like lighting, framing, and sound quality. However, Shurtleff’s
emphasis on authenticity and presence translates well into this digital context.

Actors who internalize 1 audition by michael shurtleff can approach virtual auditions with
the same mindset of connection and preparation. For instance, making strong choices and
maintaining emotional truth are critical regardless of the medium. Moreover,
understanding the casting director’s perspective—how they view a small screen rather
than a live stage—can inform an actor’s performance style and technical setup.

Comparative Analysis: Shurtleff’s Method vs. Other
Audition Techniques

While many acting coaches and casting professionals offer audition advice, Shurtleff’s
framework stands out for its blend of practicality and psychological insight. Compared to
more method-based or purely technical approaches, Shurtleff’s system encourages
flexibility and responsiveness.

For instance, the widely taught Meisner technique focuses extensively on repetition and
impulse, while Stanislavski’s system emphasizes emotional memory and internal



motivation. Shurtleff, by contrast, prioritizes the actor’s ability to “play the game” of
auditioning with strategic choices and an understanding of the casting director’s needs.

This makes Shurtleff’s approach particularly accessible for actors new to the field or those
struggling with audition anxiety. His straightforward, experience-based advice serves as a
bridge between theory and the real-world demands of casting sessions.

Practical Tips for Actors Inspired by 1 Audition by
Michael Shurtleff

Building on the analytical overview, here are several actionable strategies actors can
adopt to embody the spirit of 1 audition by michael shurtleff:

Research the Project and Role: Deep knowledge allows tailored choices that1.
resonate with the production’s vision.

Prepare Multiple Interpretations: Being flexible in your approach can impress2.
casting directors looking for versatility.

Practice Emotional Accessibility: Use exercises to quickly tap into authentic3.
feelings relevant to the scene.

Focus on the “Moment Before”: Imagine the character’s state just before the4.
audition scene to bring realism.

Record Self-Tapes Critically: Review and adjust your performance and technical5.
setup for clarity and impact.

Engage the Casting Panel: Make eye contact and respond naturally, even in virtual6.
settings, to build rapport.

Maintain Physical and Vocal Health: Consistency in auditions demands stamina7.
and vocal control.

These tips align closely with Shurtleff’s original guidance while addressing modern-day
audition challenges.

Challenges and Limitations of the 1 Audition Concept

Though 1 audition by michael shurtleff offers a powerful conceptual framework, it is not
without limitations. The pressure to treat every audition as the singular moment to “make
it” can induce anxiety in some actors. Furthermore, casting decisions are often influenced
by factors beyond performance quality, such as typecasting, availability, or chemistry with



other cast members.

Actors must balance Shurtleff’s ideal of making bold, authentic choices with the pragmatic
understanding that not every audition will lead to a booking. Resilience and adaptability
remain essential qualities in conjunction with his strategies.

Nevertheless, the focus on preparation and presence advocated by Shurtleff provides a
robust foundation for navigating the unpredictable nature of casting.

In sum, 1 audition by michael shurtleff encapsulates a timeless and actionable philosophy
that continues to shape how actors approach auditions in the 21st century. Its blend of
psychological insight, practical advice, and respect for the audition’s unique creative
potential makes it a seminal reference point for performers striving to make meaningful
connections with casting directors and secure roles in an increasingly competitive
industry.

1 Audition By Michael Shurtleff

  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Summary of Michael Shurtleff's Audition Everest Media,,
2022-06-21T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 The two questions that should be asked at a reading are: Am I in the light. And
can I be heard. The auditors will always be happy to tell you where the light is, since it's a lot easier
for them to see you than search for you in darkness. #2 The two legitimate questions an actor may
ask at an audition are: If you are asked to read cold, should you have time to go offstage to look at
the script. And if you are asked to read cold without having seen the script in advance, always ask if
you might have time to go offstage to look it over. #3 When you are called in to read for a part, you
should give it your all. No matter how many times you have to read for the same part, you should
never refuse to come in and read for a role. #4 If the auditors want you to know who they are, they
will introduce themselves. However, you should never know whom you’re auditioning for, as it will
only make you more nervous.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Audition Michael Shurtleff, 2009-05-26 The casting director
for Chicago, Pippin, Becket, Gypsy, The Graduate, the Sound of Music and Jesus Christ Superstar
tells you how you can find your dream role! Absolutely everything an actor needs to know to get the
part is here: What to do that moment before, how to use humour; create mystery; how to develop a
distinct style; and how to evaluate the place, the relationships and the competition. In fact, Audition
is a necessary guide to dealing with all the auditions we face in life. This is the bible on the subject.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Erfolgreich Vorsprechen Michael Shurtleff, 2019-04-04
Das Leben eines Schauspielers ist geprägt von der Suche nach der ersehnten Rolle; dabei erfährt er
oder sie mehr Ablehnungen als Zusagen und ist gezwungen, sich immer neu zu motivieren. In
Erfolgreich Vorsprechen, einem amerikanischen Klassiker, bietet der Broadway-Besetzungsdirektor
praktische Hilfestellungen an, wie man der ersehnten Rolle näherkommt. Wenn ich meinen Schülern
sage, daß ich dieses Buch für eines der besten zum Thema Kreativität und Theater halte, sehen sie
mich erstaunt an, denn sie sind überzeugt, sein Inhalt bewege sich in einem sehr begrenzten
Rahmen. Später begreifen sie, daß es davon handelt, wie eine passive Darstellung von einer aktiven
abgelöst wird, und daß es seine Leser stimuliert, herausfordert und ihr Leben angenehmer machen
kann, auch wenn sie keine Schauspieler, sondern Schriftsteller, Kellner, Vertreter oder
Büroangestellte sind. Keith Johnstone Absolut unentbehrlich für jeden Schauspieler - sei sein
Ehrgeiz auch bescheiden. Es gibt meines Wissens kein Buch, das solche erstklassigen, sachlichen
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Ratschläge gibt. Bob Fosse
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Library of Congress Catalogs Library of Congress, 1979
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: The Experience Economy, With a New Preface by the
Authors B. Joseph Pine II, James H. Gilmore, 2019-12-10 Time is limited. Attention is scarce. Are
you engaging your customers? Apple Stores, Disney, LEGO, Starbucks. Do these names conjure up
images of mere goods and services, or do they evoke something more--something visceral? Welcome
to the Experience Economy, where businesses must form unique connections in order to secure their
customers' affections--and ensure their own economic vitality. This seminal book on experience
innovation by Joe Pine and Jim Gilmore explores how savvy companies excel by offering compelling
experiences for their customers, resulting not only in increased customer allegiance but also in a
more profitable bottom line. Translated into thirteen languages, The Experience Economy has
become a must-read for leaders of enterprises large and small, for-profit and nonprofit, global and
local. Now with a brand-new preface, Pine and Gilmore make an even stronger case for experiences
as the critical link between a company and its customers in an increasingly distractible and
time-starved world. Filled with detailed examples and actionable advice, The Experience Economy
helps companies create personal, dramatic, and even transformative experiences, offering the script
from which managers can generate value in ways aligned with a strong customer-centric strategy.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Screen Acting Skills Roger Wooster, Paul Conway,
2020-01-09 Whether you are a young actor seeking to land your first screen role or a workshop
leader looking for relevant exercises that won't involve vast technical support, this book belongs on
your shelf. Many screen actors begin their careers lacking the appropriate pre-shoot preparation
and knowledge of studio protocols. This book helps actors new to screen performance to be fully
prepared artistically - and technically. Screen Acting Skills augments existing theoretical and
academic studies by offering practical, focused exercises that can be explored in low-tech workshop
situations. Written in an accessible, jargon-free and often humorous style, Screen Acting Skills
enables creativity on the workshop floor, allowing young - and older! - actors to access their own
talent, and to hone their skills. This book offers students and tutors a straightforward approach to
acting for the screen and how to prepare for studio work. The book is published alongside online
videos of workshops with screen acting students.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: The Ten Roads to Riches Kenneth L. Fisher, 2017-04-10
Profiles of some of America's richest people and how they got that way—and how you can too! While
we can't promise that this book will elevate you to the ranks of the super-rich, we can say that within
its pages you'll discover everything you need to know about how, exactly, many of America's most
famous (and infamous) millionaires and billionaires acquired their fortunes. The big surprise is that
all of the super-wealthy it profiles got where they are today by taking one of just ten possible
roads—including starting a business, buying real estate, investing wisely, and marrying extremely
well. Whether you aspire to shameful wealth or just a demure fortune, bestselling author and
self-made billionaire, Ken Fisher, will show you how to walk in the footsteps of tycoons—all the way
to the financial success you dream of and deserve. Packed with amusing anecdotes of individuals
who have traveled (or tumbled) down each road to wealth Extracts valuable lessons on how you, too,
can achieve serious wealth, and, just as importantly, hold onto it Provides powerful tools for
determining what you need to do to position yourself for success and Guideposts and Warning Signs
to help keep you safely on your road to success Second Edition features more profiles and
instructive examples than were found in the bestselling first edition
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: The Ten Roads to Riches Kenneth L. Fisher, 2008-11-19
Discover how your net worth can be worth more The Ten Roads to Riches takes an engaging and
informative look at some of America's most famous (and infamous) modern-day millionaires (and
billionaires) and reveals how they found their fortunes. Surprisingly, the super-wealthy usually get
there by taking just one of ten possible roads. And now, so can you! Plenty of books tell you how to
be frugal and save, but The Ten Roads to Riches tells you how you can, realistically, get super-rich.
Throughout these pages, renowned investment expert and self-made billionaire Ken Fisher



highlights amusing anecdotes of individuals who have traveled (or tumbled) down each road, and
tells you how to increase your chances of success. Whether it's starting a business, owning real
estate, investing wisely, or even marrying very, very well, Fisher will show how some got it right and
others got it horribly wrong. Find out the right questions to ask when starting your own business-the
richest road of all Learn what Mark Cuban, Rupert Murdoch, and rapper Jay-Z have in common, and
how you can emulate them Discover how to avoid high-profile flameouts like the Enron guys and
jailed plaintiffs' lawyer Melvyn Weiss Whether you're just beginning to plan your financial future or
well on your way, The Ten Roads to Riches can show you how to gain and, more importantly,
maintain the wealth you want.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Secrets from the Casting Couch Nancy Bishop, 2009-08-19
This is a practical workbook, written from the casting director's point of view, that teaches actors
the craft of film casting in front of camera.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: The High School Theatre Teacher's Survival Guide Raina S.
Ames, 2013-10-08 A reference for high school theatre teachers covering both curricular and
extracurricular problems – everything from how to craft a syllabus for a theatre class to what to say
to parents about a student's participation in a school play.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Grayson Hall R. J. Jamison, 2006 Grayson Hall was a widely
acclaimed New York Theatre actress, 1964 Academy Award nominee, and co-star of the 1960s-70s
Gothic television serial, Dark Shadows. Here for the first time is a survey of her life and career
which takes place in the world of New York writers and artists beginning in the early 1950s; a world
that revolved around serious intellectual discourse, cocktails, cigarettes and theatre Grayson's own
story is that of a hugely talented woman, admired by writers, producers, fellow actors, but who did
not get the one role that would propel her into the stratosphere. Nevertheless, with the roles she did
inhabit, she became an iconic figure. This book reaches back to Grayson's earliest stage
appearances in 1942 as a teenager on Long Island; her extensive stage work in regional theatre and
in New York City; her television and film appearances including three early New York art house
films, the avant-garde French film Qui tes-vous, You Polly Maggoo? and her Oscar nominated turn in
The Night of the Iguana. And for Dark Shadows followers, this book answers some lingering
questions: who got hired on Shadows first, Grayson or her husband Sam? Was it always happiness
and light on the Dark Shadows set? And did she really do much aside from Shadows or Iguana?
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Awakening the Actor Within C. Stephen Foster, 2011-06-17
Awakening The Actor Within is a 12-week workbook aimed at helping actors recover and discover
their highest goals and ambitions. It's The Artist's Way for actors! It focuses on the subject of
helping actors heal from acting blocks and getting the courage to act again after being discouraged
or disappointed. A spirited workbook that initiates creative expansion and growth for actors. It aims
to free an actor's creativity and build a healthy acting foundation with a simple, friendly, approach
called Acting Practice. The user-friendly workbook teaches actors to form healthy acting habits and
rebuild confidence as it guides actors through a series of daily and weekly exercises that empower
them with practical tools to overcome their blocks (fear, anger, self-loathing, jealousy, self-sabotage,
and money). The workbook is set up in a 3 act screenplay structure. ACT ONE: Weeks 1-4 focus on
dismantling old blocks and creating a solid foundation ACT TWO: Weeks 5-6 focus on working on
scripts, character, acting technique and AUDITIONS ACT THREE: Weeks 7-12 focus on marketing
and branding your talents.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Subject Catalog Library of Congress,
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Making a Scene Bill Gelber, 2024-11-07 Based on the
author’s decades of teaching, pedagogical and theatrical research, and his professional experience
as actor and director, Making a Scene: Creating a Scene Study Class for Actors offers a pedagogical
approach to rehearsal scenes as a primary tool for diagnosis and actor improvement. This volume
carefully lays out the case for thinking deeply and critically about the nature of every facet of an
acting class: the environment of the classroom, the choice of material for performing, diagnostic
tools for responding to scene sessions, and means for engaging all students. This study includes



suggestions for a teacher’s philosophy towards the work; a justification for implementing games,
improvisations, and etudes; suggestions for resources for exercises both basic and complex; and a
brief discussion on approaches to period styles material and connecting it to contemporary student
life and issues. Addressed to both the beginning theatre teacher and the seasoned educator, this will
be an essential book for anyone seeking to update their work with performers in private studios,
high school settings, or in higher education.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Jesus Christ Superstar Ellis Nassour, 2024-02-29 In 1969,
when Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice decided to write a rock opera about Jesus Christ, they had
little idea they were about to embark on one of the most popular, boundary-pushing, and influential
musicals ever. The show's success was hardly assured at first: unable to secure enough funding, they
initially resorted to just releasing its title song as a single. A full album followed to widespread
acclaim, and only then could a full production get underway. More than fifty years later, Jesus Christ
Superstar continues to be beloved in all its forms-the live show, various cast albums, and the wildly
successful movie. Few people had the chance to witness the musical's evolution from as many angles
as Ellis Nassour, whether collaborating with Rice and Lloyd Webber at MCA, writing for the New
York Times, or assisting with the Broadway and LA productions. In this expansive, beautifully
illustrated book, Nassour draws on a wealth of knowledge, first-hand experience, and new interviews
to give the definitive story of the musical. Combining an engaging narrative with abundant
photographs-many in color and never before published-he follows the show from its uncertain
beginnings, through setbacks and controversies, to Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber's ultimate
triumph, serving up an unparalleled look at one of the most important and best-selling musical
works of all time.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: The Actor's Business Plan Jane Drake Brody, 2015-10-22
The Actor's Business Plan is a self-directed practical guide for actors graduating from formal
training programs, as well as for those already in the business whose careers need to move ahead
more successfully. Using the familiar language of acting training, the book offers a method for the
achievement of dreams through a five-year life and career plan giving positive steps to develop a
happy life as an actor and as a person. It assists performers to flourish using the same kind of
business/career planning that is a necessary part of life for entrepreneurs and business people. This
introduction to the acting industry provides essential knowledge not only for how the business
actually works, but also describes what casting directors, agents, and managers do, demystifies the
role of unions, discusses how much things cost, and offers advice on branding and marketing
strategies. It differs from other such handbooks in that it addresses the everyday issues of life,
money, and jobs that so frequently destroy an actor's career before it is even begun. While
addressing NYC and LA, the guide also gives a regional breakdown for those actors who may wish to
begin careers or to settle in other cities. It is loaded with personal stories, and interviews with
actors, casting directors, and agents from throughout the US. The Actor's Business Plan is the
answer to the common complaint by students that they were not taught how to negotiate the show
business world while at school. It is the perfect antidote for this problem and can easily fit into a ten
or a thirteen-week class syllabus. Offering support as a personal career coach, empowering the actor
to take concrete steps towards their life and career dreams, The Actor's Business Plan: A Career
Guide for the Acting Life is a must-have book for actors who are determined to be a part of the
professional world .
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: On Bette Midler Kevin Winkler, 2024-03-18 For more than
fifty years, Bette Midler has been at the center of the entertainment world as a uniquely talented
singer, actress, and comedienne. Starting in the unlikely venue of a gay bathhouse in New York
City--where she developed her Divine Miss M persona--this book takes a deep dive into her
successes, from movies to million-selling records, from sell-out concert tours to her memorable
farewell to Johnny Carson as his last guest on The Tonight Show.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: A Beginning Singer's Guide Richard Davis, 1998-09-10 A
Beginning Singer's Guide is a vocal pedagogy with four practical uses. First, it can be used as a



collateral text for studio voice lessons. The teacher can conserve time by assigning relevant reading
in the book instead of making lengthy expositions during the lesson. Second, it can be used as a
primary text for undergraduate vocal pedagogy classes. Many schools offer a vocal pedagogy class
whose enrollment includes singers and future choral conductors. A special chapter for the future
choral conductor containing methods and other aids should meet the need for an all-in-one text for
this class. Third, it can be used as a practical guide for new voice teachers. A special chapter
containing methods for new voice teachers and studio administration will be very useful to the new
teacher of voice. Fourth, the book explores subjects not usually covered in music pedagogy books,
such as notes on working with a pianist, improving memory, common acting terms, subtexting, and
methods for alleviating performance anxiety. These important, yet often disregarded areas, further
complement a singer's talent and skill. The author does not espouse any particular 'method' of
singing; instead, he applies a universal, scientific approach with the firm belief that singing can be
enhanced through further musical knowledge. The sequence of the book follows the natural
sequence of learning to sing. The book is rounded out with line art of the vocal mechanism, musical
examples, tables outlining the musculature of singing, practical forms, information for the beginning
teacher, and a bibliography.
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Deutsche Nationalbibliographie und Bibliographie der im
Ausland erschienenen deutschsprachigen Veröffentlichungen , 2000
  1 audition by michael shurtleff: Comedy Acting for Theatre Sidney Homan, Brian
Rhinehart, 2018-02-22 Analysing why we laugh and what we laugh at, and describing how
performers can elicit this response from their audience, this book enables actors to create
memorable – and hilarious – performances. Rooted in performance and performance criticism,
Sidney Homan and Brian Rhinehart provide a detailed explanation of how comedy works, along with
advice on how to communicate comedy from the point of view of both the performer and the
audience. Combining theory and performance, the authors analyse a variety of plays, both modern
and classic. Playwrights featured include Harold Pinter, Tom Stoppard, Christopher Durang, and
Michael Frayn. Acting in Shakespeare's comedies is also covered in depth.
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