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marriages and families making choices in a diverse society face a unique set of opportunities and challenges that
shape their decisions in profound ways. In today’s increasingly interconnected world, families and couples
navigate cultural, social, economic, and even legal complexities that influence everything from partner
selection and parenting styles to household roles and community engagement. Understanding how these choices
are made in diverse environments sheds light on the evolving nature of family life and helps foster greater
empathy and support systems for all types of families.

Understanding Diversity in Modern Family Structures

Diversity in society extends beyond just ethnicity or nationality; it includes differences in religion,
socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, and values. Families today reflect this rich mosaic, resulting in a
variety of family structures such as single-parent households, blended families, same-sex couples raising
children, and multigenerational homes. Each of these configurations brings its own dynamics and decision-making
processes.

In a diverse society, marriages and families making choices must often reconcile traditional cultural
expectations with contemporary views on gender roles, career priorities, and child-rearing. For example,
couples from cultures with strong extended family influences might face pressures to conform to collective
decisions, while also striving to assert individual preferences. Navigating this balance requires communication,
mutual respect, and sometimes compromise.

The Impact of Cultural Backgrounds on Family Decisions

Cultural heritage plays a significant role in shaping how families make choices. From selecting marriage partners
to choosing educational paths for children, cultural norms and values often guide priorities. However, in
multicultural societies, families may blend traditions or selectively adopt practices that resonate with their
own evolving identities.

This blending can enrich family life but also lead to tensions or misunderstandings, especially between
generations. Younger family members may advocate for more progressive views on marriage equality, gender
roles, or parenting techniques, while elders may hold onto conventional beliefs. Open dialogue and willingness
to appreciate differing viewpoints become essential tools for families navigating these choices.

Marriage Choices in a Pluralistic Society

Marriage remains a foundational institution but looks very different today compared to previous decades. The
increased acceptance of diverse relationship models means couples have more freedom to define what marriage
means to them. This flexibility influences choices around when to marry, whom to marry, and how to structure
their partnership.

Intercultural and Interfaith Marriages

One of the most visible examples of marriages and families making choices in a diverse society is the rise of
intercultural and interfaith unions. These marriages bring together individuals from different ethnic, religious,
or cultural backgrounds, enriching family life but also requiring thoughtful negotiation of traditions.



Couples often face decisions about which cultural customs to celebrate, how to raise children with respect
to religion and identity, and managing family expectations from both sides. Successful intercultural marriages
often rely on empathy, compromise, and a shared commitment to building an inclusive family culture.

Same-Sex Marriages and Legal Recognition

Legal recognition of same-sex marriages in many countries has transformed the landscape of family choices.
Couples now have access to rights and protections that were previously unavailable, influencing decisions
about marriage, adoption, and estate planning.

Families making choices in this context may also consider the societal acceptance levels in their communities,
which can affect their experiences and the upbringing of their children. Support networks and inclusive policies
contribute significantly to the well-being of diverse families.

Parenting Choices Amidst Diversity

Parenting styles and decisions are deeply influenced by the cultural and social environment. In diverse societies,
parents often blend traditional child-rearing practices with modern approaches, creating adaptive strategies
tailored to their unique family circumstances.

Educational Decisions and Cultural Values

Education is a central focus for many families, and choices about schooling often reflect broader cultural
values. Some families prioritize academic excellence and enrollment in prestigious institutions, while others
emphasize community involvement or holistic development.

In multicultural settings, parents may also grapple with how to maintain their native language and cultural
heritage for their children, while ensuring integration and success in the broader society. Bilingual education
and cultural programs can support these goals, helping children develop a strong sense of identity.

Balancing Work and Family Life

Economic pressures and career aspirations influence how families organize their daily lives. In diverse societies,
where gender roles may be in flux, couples often negotiate responsibilities around childcare, household chores,
and earning income.

Many families are exploring flexible work arrangements or shared parenting duties to achieve a better work-life
balance. These choices can impact family cohesion and children’s emotional well-being, highlighting the
importance of supportive workplace policies and community resources.

Social Support and Community Influence

The networks families engage with—extended relatives, friends, religious groups, and community
organizations—play a pivotal role in shaping choices. In diverse societies, these support systems can be both a
source of strength and complexity.



Role of Extended Family and Community Expectations

For many cultures, extended family involvement is a cornerstone of family life, influencing decisions about
marriage, child-rearing, and caregiving. However, in multicultural environments, families may experience
conflicting expectations or pressures to conform to differing norms.

Navigating these influences requires families to establish boundaries and communicate openly about their values
and priorities. Building bridges between different community groups can also foster mutual understanding and
support.

Access to Social Services and Resources

Families making choices in diverse societies benefit significantly from access to social services that respect
cultural differences and provide tailored support. Language barriers, immigration status, and socioeconomic
factors can affect access to healthcare, education, and counseling.

Community organizations that offer culturally competent services help families overcome these challenges and
empower them to make informed decisions. Policies promoting inclusivity and equity are essential to ensure all
families thrive regardless of background.

Embracing Change and Fostering Inclusivity

As societies become more diverse, marriages and families making choices are at the forefront of redefining what
family means. Embracing change involves recognizing the value in different family models and being open to
learning from one another’s experiences.

Creating environments where diverse families feel seen and supported strengthens social cohesion and enriches
collective life. Whether through public policy, community initiatives, or everyday interpersonal interactions,
promoting inclusivity helps families flourish in all their varied forms.

In the end, the choices marriages and families make in a diverse society highlight the resilience and adaptability of
human relationships. By honoring diversity and fostering understanding, societies can build stronger, more
compassionate communities where every family has the opportunity to thrive.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do cultural differences impact decision-making in marriages within
diverse societies?

Cultural differences influence values, communication styles, and expectations in marriages, requiring couples
to navigate and respect each other's backgrounds to make harmonious decisions.

What role does interfaith marriage play in family choices in diverse
societies?

Interfaith marriages often involve negotiating religious practices, child-rearing, and holiday celebrations,
encouraging families to find inclusive solutions that honor both faiths.



How can families balance traditional values with modern societal norms in
diverse communities?

Families can engage in open dialogue, showing respect for tradition while embracing change, allowing them to
adapt practices that fit both their heritage and contemporary society.

What challenges do same-sex couples face when making family decisions in
diverse societies?

Same-sex couples may encounter legal, social, and familial acceptance challenges, impacting decisions related
to marriage, parenting, and community participation.

How does socioeconomic diversity affect marriage and family decision-
making?

Socioeconomic status influences access to resources, education, and opportunities, shaping choices around
careers, housing, and child-rearing within families.

In what ways do language barriers influence family communication and
decision-making in multicultural marriages?

Language barriers can lead to misunderstandings and hinder effective communication, making it essential for
families to develop strategies like learning each other's languages or using translators.

How can families in diverse societies address generational differences in
values and choices?

Families can foster mutual respect and understanding by encouraging intergenerational conversations,
allowing each member to express perspectives and find common ground.

What impact does legal recognition of diverse family structures have on
decision-making?

Legal recognition provides rights and protections that influence decisions related to marriage, parenting,
inheritance, and healthcare, empowering diverse families to make informed choices.

Additional Resources
Marriages and Families Making Choices in a Diverse Society: Navigating Complexity and Cultural Dynamics

marriages and families making choices in a diverse society face an intricate web of cultural, social, and
economic factors that shape their decisions and lifestyles. As globalization accelerates and societies become
increasingly multicultural, the traditional frameworks guiding family structures and marital choices are
evolving. This transformation compels couples and families to negotiate a landscape where diverse values,
expectations, and norms intersect, often demanding adaptability and nuanced understanding.

Understanding how marriages and families make choices in a diverse society requires a multi-dimensional analysis
of cultural pluralism, social integration, economic pressures, and legal frameworks. These elements
collectively influence decisions ranging from partner selection and parenting styles to household roles and
support networks. This article delves into the complexities of these choices, examining the challenges and
opportunities that arise when families navigate diversity.



Contextualizing Marriages and Families in a Multicultural
Environment

The demographic shifts in many countries have led to a more heterogeneous population where multiple
ethnicities, religions, and cultural traditions coexist. This diversity manifests in family life, where marriages
might blend different cultural backgrounds, and households often juggle competing or complementary customs.
The choices families make in such environments are rarely straightforward; they reflect ongoing negotiations
between preserving heritage and adapting to new societal contexts.

For example, interethnic and interfaith marriages are increasingly common, reflecting broader social acceptance
but also presenting unique challenges. Couples may need to decide on religious upbringing for children, language
use at home, or holiday observances, all of which carry emotional and identity-related significance.
Additionally, extended family expectations can exert pressure, especially in cultures where elders play a
pivotal role in marital decisions.

Influence of Socioeconomic Factors

Economic stability remains a central factor influencing family decisions. In diverse societies, disparities in income
and employment opportunities can complicate marital and family choices. For instance, immigrant families often
encounter economic hurdles that affect their living arrangements, education options for children, and access to
healthcare.

Data from the Pew Research Center indicates that economic considerations, such as job security and housing
affordability, rank among the top priorities for couples planning marriage or starting a family in multicultural
urban centers. These factors also impact decisions about family size and childcare arrangements, as financial
constraints may necessitate dual incomes or multigenerational living setups.

The Role of Legal and Social Policies

Legal frameworks and social policies significantly shape how marriages and families make choices in a diverse
society. Laws regarding marriage recognition, parental rights, and anti-discrimination protections vary widely
across regions and influence family autonomy and well-being.

In many countries, recognition of same-sex marriages and protections for mixed-nationality families have
evolved, reflecting societal shifts towards inclusivity. However, inconsistencies in policies can create
uncertainty for families navigating cross-border or intercultural unions. Moreover, social services and
educational systems that accommodate cultural diversity contribute to how families integrate and maintain
their cultural identity.

Complexities of Cultural Negotiation in Family Life

At the core of marriages and families making choices in a diverse society lies the process of cultural
negotiation. This ongoing dynamic involves balancing traditional values with contemporary societal norms,
often leading to adaptive strategies that blend or selectively adopt practices.

Parenting Choices and Cultural Transmission

One of the most significant arenas for cultural negotiation is parenting. Families often grapple with how to
transmit cultural heritage to the next generation while ensuring children’s successful integration into the



broader society. Language retention, religious education, and socialization practices can differ markedly among
multicultural families.

Research highlights that bicultural or multicultural upbringing can confer advantages, such as cognitive
flexibility and broader social networks. However, conflicts may arise when children adopt mainstream cultural
norms that diverge from family traditions, occasionally leading to intergenerational tension.

Gender Roles and Household Dynamics

Diverse societies challenge conventional gender roles within marriages and families, prompting reevaluation of
household responsibilities and decision-making. Traditional expectations may collide with modern egalitarian
ideals, particularly in families where partners come from differing cultural backgrounds.

Negotiating these roles requires communication and compromise. For example, in some cultures, the expectation
for women to manage domestic duties persists, while in others, dual-career households foster shared
responsibilities. Such variations impact marital satisfaction and the division of labor, influencing family
stability.

Conflict Resolution and Support Systems

Navigating diversity within families often entails managing conflicts that stem from cultural
misunderstandings or differing expectations. Effective conflict resolution strategies are essential for
maintaining cohesion.

Families in multicultural settings may rely on community support networks, faith-based organizations, or
counseling services tailored to diverse populations. These resources can provide culturally sensitive guidance,
helping families reconcile differences and foster resilience.

Advantages and Challenges of Making Choices in a Diverse Society

The landscape where marriages and families make choices in a diverse society presents both opportunities and
obstacles. Understanding these can inform social policies, community programs, and individual decisions.

Advantages:

Exposure to multiple cultures enriches family experiences and broadens perspectives.

Children raised in diverse families often develop greater cultural competence.

Blending traditions can foster innovation in family rituals and social roles.

Challenges:

Potential for cultural clashes and identity conflicts within family units.

External societal pressures, including discrimination or stereotyping.

Complex legal and bureaucratic hurdles for intercultural and international marriages.



Social Integration Versus Cultural Preservation

An ongoing tension for many families is the balance between integrating into the dominant society and preserving
cultural distinctiveness. This balance affects not only individual identity but also community cohesion.

Some families prioritize assimilation to reduce social friction, while others emphasize cultural preservation as
a source of pride and continuity. The ideal approach often lies in a middle path that respects both integration
and heritage.

Impact of Technology and Social Media

Modern technology and social media platforms have transformed how marriages and families make choices in a
diverse society. Access to information, virtual communities, and cross-cultural communication tools empower
families to connect with their roots and access support.

However, digital exposure can also introduce new forms of cultural tension or misinformation. Families must
navigate online spaces carefully to maintain healthy relationships and cultural understanding.

As marriages and families continue to evolve within the fabric of diverse societies, their choices reflect broader
social transformations. These decisions reveal much about how individuals and groups adapt to complexity,
negotiate identity, and shape the future of family life in an interconnected world.
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  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Marriages and Families
Mary Ann Lamanna, 2006
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Marriages and Families Mary
Ann Lamanna, 2008-02 This bestselling marriage and family text combines a rigorous scholarly and
applied approach with a unique theme especially relevant to today's dynamic global environment:
Making choices in a diverse society. The text achieves an excellent balance between the sociological
and ecological or family systems theoretical perspectives, while including extensive coverage of
family dynamics and interpersonal relationships. The authors use warmth, humor, and an engaging
presentation to create a highly readable text that offers insightful perspectives on the diversity of
our modern society, including different ethnic traditions and marriage and family alternatives.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Marriages, Families, and
Relationships Mary Ann Lamanna, Agnes Riedmann, Susan D. Stewart, 2020-04
Lamanna/Riedmann/Stewart's bestselling MARRIAGES, FAMILIES, AND RELATIONSHIPS: MAKING
CHOICES IN A DIVERSE SOCIETY, 14th edition, emphasizes a theme that is especially relevant in
our modern and global world: making choices in a diverse society. Combining various theoretical
perspectives with relevant examples, the text will help you understand how people are influenced by
the society around them, how social conditions change in ways that affect family life, the interplay
between families and the larger society, and the family-related choices that individuals make
throughout adulthood. You'll gain insightful perspectives on different ethnic traditions and family
forms. You will also be empowered to question assumptions and reconcile conflicting ideas and
values as you make informed choices in your own life. In addition, MindTap digital learning solution
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helps you learn on your own terms.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Marriages, Families, and
Relationships Mary Ann Lamanna, Agnes Czerwinski Riedmann, Susan Stewart, 2015
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Marriages & Families Mary
Ann Lamanna, Agnes Riedmann, 2008 This bestselling text on marriages, families, and relationships
combines a rigorous scholarly and applied approach with a unique theme especially relevant to
today's dynamic global environment: Making choices in a diverse society. The text achieves an
excellent balance between the sociological, or ecological and family systems theoretical
perspectives, while including extensive coverage of family dynamics and interpersonal relationships.
The authors use warmth, humor, and an engaging presentation to create a highly readable text that
offers insightful perspectives on the diversity of our modern society, including different ethnic
traditions and family forms.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Aie-Marriages and Families
Mary Ann Lamanna, LAMANNA RIEDMANN, 2008-01-01
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Marriages, Families, and
Relationships Mary Ann Lamanna, Agnes Czerwinski Riedmann, Ann Strahm, 2011-01-01 This
bestselling marriage and family text combines a rigorous scholarly and applied approach with a
unique theme especially relevant to today's dynamic global environment: Making choices in a
diverse society. The text achieves an excellent balance between the sociological and ecological or
family systems theoretical perspectives, while including extensive coverage of family dynamics and
interpersonal relationships. The authors use warmth, humor, and an engaging presentation to create
a highly readable text that offers insightful perspectives on the diversity of our modern society,
including different ethnic traditions and marriage and family alternatives.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Marriages & Families Mary
Ann Lamanna, Agnes Czerwinski Reidmann, Ann Strahm, 2012
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Marriages and Families
Mary A. Lamanna, 1999-08
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Das große GLYX-Kochbuch
Marion Grillparzer, Martina Kittler, Christa Schmedes, 2012-12-10 Darf ich keine Nudeln mehr
essen? Nie wieder Schokolade? Und was bedeutet glykämischer Index eigentlich überhaupt?
Antworten auf diese und noch viele weitere Fragen gibt das Das große Glyx-Kochbuch. Nach den
Bestsellertiteln Glyx-Diät- Abnehmen mit dem Glücksgefühl und Glyx-Diät - Das Kochbuch liefert
Erfolgsautorin Marion Grillparzer das umfassende Glyx-Praxisbuch für jeden Tag. Über 250 neue
Koch- und Backrezepte, ausführliche Infos zu Lebensmitteln, Garmethoden oder Vorratshaltung und
alltagsorientierte Tipps machen das Buch zum Glyx-Standard-Grundkochbuch. Hier wird bewiesen:
Leben nach dem Glyx-Prinzip ist die ideale Form moderner gesunder Ernährung mit langfristigem
Nutzen und keine kurzfristige Trenddiät. Sie passt für jeden und für jede Lebenssituation, für
Familien, Berufstätige, Vegetarierer aber auch für Leute, die Gäste verwöhnen wollen. Und für alle,
die einen unkomplizierten Einstieg ins Thema suchen, bietet die Diät-Power-Woche die passende
Vorlage.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Marriages and Families Mary
Ann Lamanna, Agnes Riedmann, 2010-12-22 This bestselling marriage and family text combines a
rigorous scholarly and applied approach with a unique theme especially relevant to today's dynamic
global environment: Making choices in a diverse society. The text achieves an excellent balance
between the sociological and ecological or family systems theoretical perspectives, while including
extensive coverage of family dynamics and interpersonal relationships. The authors use warmth,
humor, and an engaging presentation to create a highly readable text that offers insightful
perspectives on the diversity of our modern society, including different ethnic traditions and
marriage and family alternatives.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: The SAGE Encyclopedia of
Marriage, Family, and Couples Counseling Jon Carlson, Shannon B. Dermer, 2016-10-11 The



SAGE Encyclopedia of Marriage, Family and Couples Counseling is a new, all-encompassing,
landmark work for researchers seeking to broaden their knowledge of this vast and diffuse field.
Marriage and family counseling programs are established at institutions worldwide, yet there is no
current work focused specifically on family therapy. While other works have discussed various
methodologies, cases, niche aspects of the field and some broader views of counseling in general,
this authoritative Encyclopedia provides readers with a fully comprehensive and accessible
reference to aid in understanding the full scope and diversity of theories, approaches, and
techniques and how they address various life events within the unique dynamics of families, couples,
and related interpersonal relationships. Key topics include: Assessment Communication Coping
Diversity Interventions and Techniques Life Events/Transitions Sexuality Work/Life Issues, and more
Key features include: More than 500 signed articles written by key figures in the field span four
comprehensive volumes Front matter includes a Reader’s Guide that groups related entries
thematically Back matter includes a history of the development of the field, a Resource Guide to key
associations, websites, and journals, a selected Bibliography of classic publications, and a detailed
Index All entries conclude with Further Readings and Cross References to related entries to aid the
reader in their research journey
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Empowering
Family-Teacher Partnerships: Building Connections Within Diverse Communities Mick
Coleman, 2012-03 Empowering Family-Teacher Partnerships: Building Connections Within Diverse
Communities prepares students to work collaboratively with families and community professionals in
support of children's early education and development. Students are invited to develop a personal
philosophy of family involvement to guide their work with families and to join a community of
learners in relying upon their collective insights and problem-solving skills to address family
involvement challenges. The author takes a student-centered approach to delivering substantive
information and framing activities, providing: (a) comprehensive coverage of the diversity of family
lives represented in classrooms and strategies for working with those families; (b) challenges to
family involvement and strategies for addressing them; (c) strategies for communicating effectively
with and empowering families, and (d) reflections, activities, tip boxes, and field assignments
designed to facilitate students' skills in building positive family-school-community partnerships.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Handbook of Clinical Issues in
Couple Therapy Joseph L. Wetchler, 2011-03 Handbook of Clinical Issues in Couple Therapy is a
comprehensive overview of emerging issues that impact couple therapy, all in a single volume. While
other guides concentrate more on the approaches themselves, this invaluable source provides the
latest research and perspectives every clinician needs when dealing with challenging issues often
found in practice. Practitioners get a clear view of the aspects of problems they must consider to be
most effective when providing therapy to couples. The text is fully referenced.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: The New Wife Susan Shapiro
Barash, 2004
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Millennials, Generation Z and
the Future of Tourism Fabio Corbisiero, Salvatore Monaco, Elisabetta Ruspini, 2022-06-23 This book
examines the lifestyles, expectations and plans of Millennials and Generation Z and how they are
redefining tourism. It demonstrates that if the tourism industry is to enjoy future growth, it must
understand and meet the particular needs of these two generations. The volume explores the
present and future challenges faced by the tourism industry as a result of the generational turnover,
and seeks to answer the following questions: What contribution can the new generations make to the
future of tourism? How are technological advancements and social networks shaping future travel
trends? Can a generational perspective be useful to help the tourism industry recover from the
COVID-19 crisis? The book will be of interest to researchers and students of sociology and tourism
studies, as well as tourism professionals.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: International Perspectives
on Group Work Ana Puig, Bogusia Skudrzyk, Julieta Monteiro-Leitner, A. Michael Hutchins,



2017-10-02 The counselling profession in the United States is calling for increased international
collaboration, engagement, and understanding of the global issues which impact the way in which
counsellors conduct their professional practice, teaching, and research. This book captures the
experiences of group workers the world over, inviting them to describe how they facilitate group
work to restore wellness, promote healing, and create opportunities for reducing isolation and
alienation by tapping into the wisdom of multicultural or indigenous practices. The group work
profession underscores the importance of training and service delivery that is rooted in humanistic
narratives, with a focus on understanding cross-cultural dynamics. Included in this collection are
examples of the rich, creative, and diverse world of group work applications, all of which contribute
to a greater knowledge, awareness, and understanding of the many ways in which the power of
group membership and leadership can be harnessed for positive change. Group work teachers,
practitioners, and counsellor educators will enjoy learning about these creative and important
efforts, and take away ideas to implement in their own group work. This book was originally
published as two special issues of The Journal for Specialists in Group Work.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Falling Out of Romantic Love
Crystal Wilhite Hemesath, 2019-07-04 In this innovative and user-friendly guide, Crystal Wilhite
Hemesath identifies the factors that lead to relationship breakdown and suggests key strategies for
the prevention and treatment of falling out of romantic love (FORL). Grounded in research and two
decades of clinical experience, Falling Out of Romantic Love outlines strategies for preparing and
maintaining healthy, enduring, romantic relationships as well as what to do when FORL becomes a
threat. Applicable to daily life, and relevant to a wide range of scenarios, this book contains a
plethora of information for individuals just beginning an intimate partner relationship, long-married
couples, or for those simply curious about romantic relationships and the problems that may arise.
Helpful tips are also provided for individuals trying to decide if they should remain in a relationship
and for those experiencing heartbreak on the receiving end of FORL. Rich in real-life examples, this
book arms professionals with a greater understanding of why people fall out of romantic love. It’s an
indispensable guide for marriage and family therapists, as well as other mental health professionals
or clergy looking to incorporate additional tools and clinical interventions into their work.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: Autoethnography as a
Lighthouse Stephen Hancock, Ayana Allen, Chance W. Lewis, 2015-02-01 This work uses
autoethnography as an enterprise to deconstruct barriers that support the invisibility of diverse
epistemologies. The reality of invisibility and silence has plagued unvalued others in their attempt to
make known the cultural significance found in the planning and execution of research. As a result,
this book purposes to support the visibility and voice of marginalized scholars who conduct
autoethnographic research from a racial, gendered, and critical theoretical framework. This work
further supports authentic inquiry as it examines and reexamines culturally diverse epistemologies
as a viable and valuable framework for conducting autoethnographic research. Specifically, this
work highlights racialized epistemologies as an inescapable factor in auotethnographic research in
the context of schools.
  marriages and families making choices in a diverse society: The Family in Global
Perspective Elaine J. Leeder, 2004 ′The Family in Global Perspective is an exciting new
cross-cultural text that should be adopted for classroom use in universities nationwide. Elaine
Leeder has created a readable interesting textbook for undergraduates that reveals the historical,
socio-cultural, and gender realities of family life. Real life examples from 42 countries support
student understandings of sociological theory, and build a comprehensive awareness of family as a
way of being for people throughout the world.′ --Peter Phillips, Sonoma State University′I think it
would be a great book for a class in Family Studies. In the Family Studies field, we have come to
realize that the æfamilyÆ as we see it is not how peoples of the world necessarily see it. I think
exposing all Family Studies students to this text would greatly enhance their educational
development. . . . written in very comprehensible language for undergraduates.′ ùYvonne M.
Caldera, Ph.D., Texas Tech University ′I find the book overall is well done: it is very readable for



undergraduates; the author is good at interweaving interesting research and travel notes with
theories and discussions about families in a global perspective in various places. The style is
refreshing, particularly enticing for undergraduate readers.′ ùHeying Jenny Zahn, Georgia State
University ′The book is rather unique in the sense that there are few works that place the U.S. family
within a larger global framework. The comparisons that are made across societies serve to enhance
understanding of family patterns in the United States. I also should mention that the book is well
written, and in an interesting way, too. It successfully combines important academic material with a
thought-provoking style of presentation.′ ù Sharon K. Houseknecht, Ohio State University What is a
family? In the context of biology, the answer may be fairly simple. However, in the social context, the
family is a far more complex form, with a meaning that is multilayered. The Family in Global
Perspective: A Gendered Journey examines the continually changing face of family life, in the United
States and from culture to culture. Written in an engaging style, the book provides a global
viewpoint about family issues, enabling readers to think critically about family life in cultures beyond
their own. In The Family in Global Perspective, author Elaine Leeder uses various historical,
theoretical, and comparative perspectives to develop a cross-cultural understanding of family life.
The book examines a variety of family lives in western countries and contrasts them with those of
families in parts of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. After comparing the history of the family in
various parts of the globe, the author then looks at the impact of globalization on family structures;
gendered behavi∨ intergenerational relationships; relationship dissolution; race, ethnicity and class
issues; violence; and social policy. Features of this text: ′′′′Expresses a feminist view of family life and
includes case examples from the authorÆs own experiences visiting and studying families in 42
countries. ′′Organized topically, rather than by country or culture, to facilitate instruction on a
particular component of family life. ′′Pedagogical features such as an accessible format, chapter
introductions, vignettes and photos, highlighted key terms, and chapter summaries enhance
studentsÆ understanding. The Family in Global Perspective is an ideal supplementary textbook for
courses on marriage and the family in a variety of disciplines including Family Studies, Sociology,
Social Work, Psychology, and WomenÆs Studies.
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