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Examples of Genres in Literature: Exploring the Rich Tapestry of Storytelling

Examples of genres in literature open a fascinating window into the diverse ways humans express ideas,
emotions, and experiences through storytelling. Whether you’re an avid reader, a budding writer, or
simply curious about literary forms, understanding the various genres can enrich your appreciation for
books and help you navigate the vast world of literature with ease. From timeless classics to contemporary
masterpieces, genres shape the themes, styles, and structures that define stories across cultures and eras.

What Are Literary Genres?

Before diving into examples of genres in literature, it’s helpful to clarify what a genre actually is. In simple
terms, a genre is a category or type of literature characterized by specific conventions, themes, and
narrative techniques. Genres help readers set expectations and guide authors in crafting their stories. While
some genres are broad, like fiction or poetry, others are more specific, such as Gothic fiction or magical
realism.

Genres also evolve over time, blending elements and giving rise to subgenres, which further diversify the
literary landscape. Recognizing different genres can enhance your reading experience by helping you
discover new favorites and appreciate the nuances that make each story unique.

Classic Examples of Genres in Literature

1. Fiction

Fiction is probably the most well-known literary genre and encompasses works created from the author’s
imagination. It includes countless subgenres, making it incredibly versatile. Some popular subgenres
include:

Historical Fiction: Stories set in a specific historical period, often weaving real events with fictional
characters. For instance, Hilary Mantel’s "Wolf Hall" brings Tudor England vividly to life.

Science Fiction: Exploring futuristic concepts, technology, and space, sci-fi often speculates about the
impact of science on society. Isaac Asimov's "Foundation" series is a hallmark of this genre.



Fantasy: Featuring magical worlds, mythical creatures, and supernatural elements, this genre sparks
the imagination. J.R.R. Tolkien’s "The Lord of the Rings" is a quintessential example.

Romance: Centering on love and relationships, romance novels range from contemporary tales to
historical sagas. Jane Austen’s "Pride and Prejudice" remains a beloved classic.

Fiction’s flexibility allows authors to experiment with narrative forms and themes, making it a cornerstone
of literary creativity.

2. Non-Fiction

Non-fiction genres focus on factual content, real events, and actual people. They aim to inform, persuade, or
entertain through truth rather than imagination. Some common types of non-fiction include:

Biography and Autobiography: Life stories of individuals, whether told by themselves or others. The
autobiography of Malcolm X offers profound insight into his life and beliefs.

Memoir: A more personal take on non-fiction, memoirs reflect specific moments or themes in the
author’s life, such as Michelle Obama’s "Becoming."

Essay: Short prose pieces that explore ideas, opinions, or arguments. Essays can span various topics,
from philosophy to social commentary.

Self-Help: Books designed to guide readers in improving aspects of their lives, such as Stephen
Covey’s "The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People."

Non-fiction’s strength lies in its ability to connect readers with real-world knowledge and diverse
perspectives.

Exploring Narrative and Poetic Genres

3. Drama

Drama is a genre focused on performance and dialogue, traditionally written for theater. It explores human



conflicts and emotions through characters’ interactions. Famous examples include William Shakespeare’s
plays like "Hamlet" and "Macbeth," which combine tragedy, comedy, and historical elements. Modern
drama continues to thrive in plays, screenplays, and even radio dramas, emphasizing the power of spoken
word and live storytelling.

4. Poetry

Poetry is one of the oldest literary forms, known for its rhythmic and often condensed language. It conveys
emotion, imagery, and ideas through meter, rhyme, and symbolism. Poetry genres vary widely, from
sonnets and haikus to free verse and epic poems. For example, Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken”
showcases narrative poetry, while Maya Angelou’s works often blend lyricism with powerful social
themes.

Genres That Blur the Lines

5. Mystery and Thriller

Mystery novels revolve around solving a puzzle or crime, engaging readers in suspense and deduction.
Agatha Christie’s Hercule Poirot series is iconic in this genre. Thrillers ramp up the tension with fast-paced
plots and high stakes, often featuring espionage, psychological conflict, or danger. Gillian Flynn’s "Gone
Girl" exemplifies the modern thriller’s dark and twisty narrative style.

Both genres highlight the art of storytelling through suspenseful pacing and clever plotting, making them
perennial favorites.

6. Horror

Horror literature taps into fear, the supernatural, and the macabre to evoke emotional responses like dread
and shock. Classic horror stories include Mary Shelley’s "Frankenstein" and Bram Stoker’s "Dracula."
Contemporary horror often explores psychological terror or societal anxieties, as seen in Stephen King’s
extensive body of work.

What sets horror apart is its focus on creating atmosphere and tension, often pushing readers to confront the
unknown or the uncanny.



Contemporary and Hybrid Genres

7. Young Adult (YA) Fiction

YA fiction targets adolescent readers but has gained a broad adult audience as well. It often features coming-
of-age themes, identity struggles, and relatable characters navigating personal growth. Popular examples
include Suzanne Collins’ "The Hunger Games" and John Green’s "The Fault in Our Stars." YA frequently
blends genres like fantasy, romance, and dystopian fiction, appealing to diverse tastes.

8. Magical Realism

Magical realism weaves fantastical elements into a realistic setting, treating the extraordinary as part of
everyday life. This genre is prominent in Latin American literature, with Gabriel García Márquez’s "One
Hundred Years of Solitude" standing out. It invites readers to explore deeper truths about human
experience through a blend of myth and reality.

Why Understanding Genres Matters

Knowing examples of genres in literature is more than an academic exercise—it enriches how we engage
with stories. For readers, it opens doors to new worlds and styles, guiding us toward books that resonate
with our interests. For writers, genre awareness informs creative choices and helps in crafting narratives
that connect with intended audiences.

Genres also reflect cultural values, historical contexts, and evolving societal concerns, making literature a
mirror of the human condition across time. By exploring different genres, we gain a broader perspective
on storytelling’s power and versatility.

Whether you’re flipping through the pages of a gripping thriller, savoring the lyrical beauty of poetry, or
immersing yourself in a sweeping fantasy saga, the variety of genres in literature ensures there’s always
something fresh to discover. Embracing this diversity enriches our literary journeys and deepens our
appreciation for the art of the written word.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some common genres in literature?
Common genres in literature include fiction, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction, fantasy, horror,
and historical fiction.

Can you give examples of sub-genres within the fiction genre?
Yes, sub-genres within fiction include thriller, mystery, romance, science fiction, fantasy, historical fiction,
and literary fiction.

What is an example of a classic genre in literature?
A classic genre in literature is tragedy, exemplified by works like Shakespeare's "Hamlet" and Sophocles'
"Oedipus Rex."

How does the fantasy genre differ from science fiction?
Fantasy involves magical or supernatural elements that are not scientifically explainable, such as dragons
and wizards, while science fiction is based on futuristic technology, space exploration, and scientific
advancements.

What are some examples of genres in poetry?
Examples of poetry genres include sonnets, haikus, free verse, limericks, and epic poetry.

Can you provide examples of genres in non-fiction literature?
Examples of non-fiction genres include biography, autobiography, memoir, self-help, travel writing, and
essays.

What genre does a detective novel typically belong to?
A detective novel typically belongs to the mystery genre, focusing on solving a crime or uncovering
secrets.

Additional Resources
Examples of Genres in Literature: An Analytical Exploration

Examples of genres in literature provide a critical framework for understanding the vast and varied
landscape of written works. From ancient epics to contemporary novels, literary genres shape readers’
expectations and influence the methods by which authors convey their narratives, themes, and ideas.



Exploring these genres not only aids in classification but also deepens comprehension of literary traditions
and innovations. This article delves into prominent genres in literature, their defining characteristics, and
their significance, offering insights into the multifaceted world of storytelling.

Understanding Literary Genres: A Framework for Classification

Genres in literature serve as categories that group texts based on shared stylistic, thematic, or structural
elements. This classification system is indispensable for literary criticism, pedagogy, and publishing. It helps
readers navigate the diverse world of literature while enabling scholars to analyze patterns, cultural
contexts, and shifts in narrative forms. The flexibility of genre boundaries, however, often leads to hybrid
forms that challenge traditional categorizations, reflecting the dynamic nature of literary expression.

Genres can be broadly divided into fiction and non-fiction, with numerous subgenres under each umbrella.
Fictional genres often emphasize imagination and narrative invention, whereas non-fiction centers on
factual representation and argumentative discourse. The distinction, though, is not always rigid; creative
nonfiction, for example, blurs these lines by incorporating storytelling techniques into factual accounts.

Fiction Genres: The Spectrum of Imaginative Storytelling

Within fiction, genres vary widely, each with unique conventions and reader expectations. Some of the
most influential and widely recognized examples of genres in literature include:

Drama: Primarily written for performance, drama encompasses plays and scripts that explore human
conflicts through dialogue and action. Classic examples include Shakespeare’s tragedies and modern
realist dramas. The genre’s emphasis on character interaction and conflict resolution makes it a
powerful medium for social commentary.

Romance: Romance novels focus on relationships and emotional intimacy, often culminating in a
satisfying resolution. Subgenres such as historical romance and contemporary romance appeal to
diverse audiences. Despite criticism for formulaic plots, romance remains one of the bestselling
genres in publishing.

Science Fiction: This genre speculates about future technologies, space exploration, and alternative
realities. It often addresses themes of societal change and ethical dilemmas. Pioneers like Isaac Asimov
and Philip K. Dick have shaped science fiction’s evolution, influencing both literature and popular
culture.

Fantasy: Fantasy literature features magical elements, mythical creatures, and imaginary worlds.
J.R.R. Tolkien’s “The Lord of the Rings” exemplifies high fantasy, while urban fantasy brings



magical elements into contemporary settings. Fantasy allows authors to explore complex themes
through allegory and symbolism.

Mystery and Thriller: These genres revolve around suspense, crime, and investigation. The mystery
genre typically involves a puzzle or crime to be solved, while thrillers emphasize tension and high
stakes. Agatha Christie’s detective novels and modern psychological thrillers illustrate the genre’s
enduring popularity.

Historical Fiction: Combining factual historical settings with fictional characters or events, historical
fiction provides immersive narratives that bring past eras to life. Hilary Mantel’s works exemplify
the genre’s ability to reinterpret history through a literary lens.

Each of these genres has distinct narrative strategies and thematic concerns, which contribute to their
appeal and longevity. Additionally, many contemporary works blend elements from multiple genres,
resulting in innovative hybrids that resist simple classification.

Non-Fiction Genres: Reflecting Reality Through Diverse Lenses

Non-fiction genres encompass a broad range of literary forms aimed at conveying information, arguments,
or personal experiences. Examples of genres in literature within this category include:

Biography and Autobiography: These genres document individual lives, providing insights into
personal histories and cultural contexts. They often explore themes of identity, legacy, and human
experience.

Essay: Essays offer analytical, interpretive, or reflective prose on various topics. From formal
academic essays to personal narratives, this genre allows for a wide spectrum of expression and
critical thought.

Journalism: Encompassing news reporting, feature writing, and investigative journalism, this genre
aims to inform the public and examine societal issues. Literary journalism combines factual reporting
with narrative techniques traditionally associated with fiction.

Self-Help and Instructional: These works provide guidance on personal development, skills
acquisition, or professional expertise. Their popularity reflects cultural trends toward self-
improvement and lifelong learning.

Travel Literature: Travel writing blends description, narrative, and cultural observation, inviting
readers to experience different places vicariously. Classic travelogues and modern explorations reveal



changing perspectives on place and identity.

Non-fiction genres often intersect with fiction through techniques like creative nonfiction, where
storytelling enriches factual content. This hybridity challenges rigid genre distinctions and expands the
possibilities for literary creativity.

Comparative Features and Contemporary Trends in Literary
Genres

Analyzing the features of various literary genres reveals how form and content interact to shape reader
engagement. For example, fiction genres typically rely on plot development, character arcs, and thematic
depth, whereas non-fiction prioritizes factual accuracy, clarity, and argumentative structure. The pros and
cons of each genre often relate to their purpose and audience expectations: fiction offers escapism and
emotional resonance but can be critiqued for lack of realism, while non-fiction provides knowledge and
insight but may struggle to maintain narrative momentum.

In recent years, the literary landscape has witnessed a surge in genre blending and experimentation.
Works that combine elements of fantasy and mystery, or memoir and essay, embody a postmodern
sensibility that questions rigid genre boundaries. This evolution reflects broader cultural shifts toward
complexity, diversity, and inclusion in storytelling.

Additionally, digital media and self-publishing have democratized literary production, allowing niche
genres and hybrid forms to flourish. This democratization challenges traditional gatekeeping mechanisms
and expands the definition of what constitutes literature.

Examples of Hybrid and Emerging Genres

Speculative Fiction: An umbrella term covering science fiction, fantasy, horror, and related
subgenres. It emphasizes imaginative scenarios that explore human experience in extraordinary
contexts.

Creative Nonfiction: Blending factual narrative with literary techniques, this genre includes
memoirs, personal essays, and narrative journalism.

Dystopian Fiction: A subgenre of speculative fiction that depicts grim futures as a critique of
contemporary social and political issues.



Graphic Novels: Combining visual art with narrative text, graphic novels represent a hybrid literary
form gaining critical acclaim and mainstream popularity.

These emerging genres demonstrate literature’s adaptability and responsiveness to changing reader
interests and societal concerns.

The exploration of examples of genres in literature reveals not only the diversity of narrative forms but
also the evolving cultural functions of literary works. Whether through the timeless appeal of epic poetry
or the cutting-edge narratives of speculative fiction, genres continue to serve as vital tools for organizing,
interpreting, and appreciating the written word.

Examples Of Genres In Literature

  examples of genres in literature: Tibetan Literary Genres, Texts, and Text Types ,
2015-09-17 The papers in Tibetan Literary Genres, Texts, and Text Types deepen our knowledge of
Tibetan literature. They not only examine particular Tibetan genres and texts (pre-modern and
contemporary), but also genre classification, transformation, and reception. Despite previous
contributions, the systematic analysis of Tibetan textual genres is still a relatively undeveloped field,
especially when compared with the sophisticated examinations of other literary traditions. The book
is divided into four parts: textual typologies, blurred genre boundaries, specific texts and text types,
and genres in transition to modernity. The introduction discusses previous classificatory approaches
and concepts of textual linguistics. The text classes that receive individual attention can be
summarised as songs and poetry, offering-ritual, hagiography, encyclopaedia, lexicographical texts,
trickster narratives, and modern literature. Contributors include: Franz-Karl Ehrhard, Ruth Gamble,
Lama Jabb, Roger R. Jackson, Giacomella Orofino, Jim Rheingans, Peter Schwieger, Ekaterina
Sobkovyak, Victoria Sujata, and Peter Verhagen.
  examples of genres in literature: Genre Analysis and Corpus Design Ulrike Henny-Krahmer,
2024-01-22 This work in the field of digital literary stylistics and computational literary studies is
concerned with theoretical concerns of literary genre, with the design of a corpus of
nineteenth-century Spanish-American novels, and with its empirical analysis in terms of subgenres
of the novel. The digital text corpus consists of 256 Argentine, Cuban, and Mexican novels from the
period between 1830 and 1910. It has been created with the goal to analyze thematic subgenres and
literary currents that were represented in numerous novels in the nineteenth century by means of
computational text categorization methods. To categorize the texts, statistical classification and a
family resemblance analysis relying on network analysis are used with the aim to examine how the
subgenres, which are understood as communicative, conventional phenomena, can be captured on
the stylistic, textual level of the novels that participate in them.
  examples of genres in literature: Reality and Truth in Literature Irena Avsenik Nabergoj,
2013 Das Wahrnehmen von Tatsachen der Welt und des Lebens in Tiefen und Hohen als Weg zur
Wahrheit
  examples of genres in literature: An Introduction to Literary Studies Mario Klarer,
2023-07-31 The fourth edition of this classic beginner’s guide to literary studies has been fully
updated throughout. Mario Klarer offers a concise and accessible discussion of central issues in
English and world literature as well as film and television series. Starting with the basics of what
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constitutes a literary text, the book moves through an analysis of major genres, important periods,
and key theoretical approaches to literature and film. It also looks at the practicalities of finding and
referencing secondary sources when writing a research paper. The expanded new edition has been
updated to include: a wider range of examples from world literature, cinema, and television series
additional references to contemporary streaming formats updated chapters on postcolonial theory,
cultural studies, gender theory, feminism, and queer theory new sections on digital humanities,
ecocriticism, literary translations, and paratexts extended explanations of traditional genres, e.g.,
the epic, drama, and poetry a completely revised chapter on the most recent MLA guidelines with
rules for citing new media formats The detailed glossary ensures that the book is accessible to
readers of any level, making this an ideal self-study guide or a course book for Introduction to
Literature classes.
  examples of genres in literature: The Television Genre Book Glen Creeber, 2023-11-30 In this
new edition of The Television Genre Book, leading international scholars have come together to offer
an accessible and comprehensive update to the debates, issues and concerns of the field. As
television continues to evolve rapidly, this new edition reflects the ways in which TV has transformed
in recent years, particularly with the emergence of online streaming services such as Netflix,
Disney+, HBO Max and Amazon Prime. It also includes a new chapter on sports TV, and expanded
coverage of horror, political thrillers, Nordic noir, historical documentary and docu-drama. With
analyses of popular shows like Stranger Things, Killing Eve, The Crown, Chernobyl, Black Mirror,
Fleabag, Breaking Bad and RuPaul's Drag Race, this book offers a comprehensive understanding of
television genre for scholars and students alike.
  examples of genres in literature: Genre and Television Jason Mittell, 2004 Genre and
Television is an insightful, original, and well researched book and makes a significant and timely
contribution to television studies. --Annette Hill, University of Westminster, UK)
  examples of genres in literature: Best Books for Young Adults Holly Koelling, 2007-08-13
Rev. ed. of: Best books for young adults / Betty Carter, with Sally Estes and Linda Waddle. 2nd ed.
c2000.
  examples of genres in literature: The Familiar Letter as a Literary Genre in the Age of
Pushkin William Mills Todd, 1999 This text examines the tradition of familiar letter writing that
developed in the early 1800s among the Arzamasians, a literary circle that included such luminaries
as Pushkin, Karamzin and Turgenev, and argues that these letters constitute a distinct literary
genre. Todd gives a thorough prehistory of the convention of correspondence and concentrates on
the themes, strategies, and autobiographical functions of the letter for several master writers in
Pushkin's time. It is written in an accessible style with translations, an annotated list of the
Arzamasians, and an extensive index and a bibliography.
  examples of genres in literature: Linguistic Linked Open Data Diana Trandabăţ, Daniela
Gîfu, 2016-04-09 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 12th EUROLAN Summer
School on Linguistic Linked Open Data and its Satellite Workshop on Social Media and the Web of
Linked Data, RUMOUR 2015, held in Sibiu, Romania, in July 2015. The 10 revised full papers
presented together with 12 abstracts of tutorials were carefully reviewed and selected from 21
submissions.
  examples of genres in literature: Supporting Reading in Grades 6–12 Sybil M. Farwell,
Nancy L. Teger, 2012-06-11 This book presents a curricular framework for students grades 6–12
that school librarians and teachers can use collaboratively to enhance reading skill development,
promote literature appreciation, and motivate young people to incorporate reading into their lives,
beyond the required schoolwork. Supporting Reading Grades 6–12: A Guideaddresses head-on the
disturbing trend of declining leisure reading among students and demonstrates how school
librarians can contribute to the development of lifelong reading habits as well as improve students'
motivation and test scores. The book provides a comprehensive framework for achieving this: the
READS curriculum, which stands for Read as a personal activity; Explore characteristics, history,
and awards of creative works; Analyze structure and aesthetic features of creative works; Develop a



literary-based product; and Score reading progress. Each of these five components is explained
thoroughly, describing how school librarians can encourage students to read as individuals, in
groups, and as school communities; support classroom teachers' instruction; and connect students to
today's constantly evolving technologies. Used in combination with an inquiry/information-skills
model, the READS curriculum enables school librarians to deliver a dynamic, balanced library
program that addresses AASL's Standards for the 21st-Century Learner.
  examples of genres in literature: Writing Genres Amy J Devitt, 2008-07-23 In Writing Genres,
Amy J. Devitt examines genre from rhetorical, social, linguistic, professional, and historical
perspectives and explores genre's educational uses, making this volume the most comprehensive
view of genre theory today. Writing Genres does not limit itself to literary genres or to ideas of
genres as formal conventions but additionally provides a theoretical definition of genre as rhetorical,
dynamic, and flexible, which allows scholars to examine the role of genres in academic, professional,
and social communities. Writing Genres demonstrates how genres function within their communities
rhetorically and socially, how they develop out of their contexts historically, how genres relate to
other types of norms and standards in language, and how genres nonetheless enable creativity.
Devitt also advocates a critical genre pedagogy based on these ideas and provides a rationale for
first-year writing classes grounded in teaching antecedent genres.
  examples of genres in literature: Thinking and Writing Processes in English - Teacher's Guide
,
  examples of genres in literature: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress, Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, Library of Congress. Office for Subject
Cataloging Policy, 2013
  examples of genres in literature: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress.
Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2007
  examples of genres in literature: Imagining Medieval English Tim William Machan,
2016-01-25 Imagining Medieval English is concerned with how we think about language, and simply
through the process of thinking about it, give substance to an array of phenomena, including
grammar, usage, variation, change, regional dialects, sociolects, registers, periodization, and even
language itself. Leading scholars in the field explore conventional conceptualisations of medieval
English, and consider possible alternatives and their implications for cultural as well as linguistic
history. They explore not only the language's structural traits, but also the sociolinguistic and
theoretical expectations that frame them and make them real. Spanning the period from 500 to 1500
and drawing on a wide range of examples, the chapters discuss topics such as medieval
multilingualism, colloquial medieval English, standard and regional varieties, and the post-medieval
reception of Old and Middle English. Together, they argue that what medieval English is, depends,
in part, on who's looking at it, how, when and why.
  examples of genres in literature: The Cinema Book Bloomsbury Publishing, 2019-07-25 The
Cinema Book is widely recognised as the ultimate guide to cinema. Authoritative and
comprehensive, the third edition has been extensively revised, updated and expanded in response to
developments in cinema and cinema studies. Lavishly illustrated in colour, this edition features a
wealth of exciting new sections and in-depth case studies. Sections address Hollywood and other
World cinema histories, key genres in both fiction and non-fiction film, issues such as stars,
technology and authorship, and major theoretical approaches to understanding film.
  examples of genres in literature: Variation across Speech and Writing Douglas Biber,
1991-12-19 Similarities and differences between speech and writing have been the subject of
innumerable studies, but until now there has been no attempt to provide a unified linguistic analysis
of the whole range of spoken and written registers in English. In this widely acclaimed empirical
study, Douglas Biber uses computational techniques to analyse the linguistic characteristics of
twenty three spoken and written genres, enabling identification of the basic, underlying dimensions
of variation in English. In Variation Across Speech and Writing, six dimensions of variation are
identified through a factor analysis, on the basis of linguistic co-occurence patterns. The resulting



model of variation provides for the description of the distinctive linguistic characteristics of any
spoken or written text andd emonstrates the ways in which the polarization of speech and writing
has been misleading, and thus enables reconciliation of the contradictory conclusions reached in
previous research.
  examples of genres in literature: Teaching and Assessing Writing in the Primary School
Eithne Kennedy, Gerry Shiel, 2025-02-10 The capacity to write well is fundamental to success in
school and beyond. Yet many children struggle to become proficient writers. Teaching and Assessing
Writing in the Primary School provides a comprehensive guide to the theory, practice and
pedagogical research behind teaching children to write. Supported by case studies and real-world
examples of teaching and learning writing in the classroom, this practical book proposes a
whole-school, research-informed writing framework that engages children while building their
writing skills. Readers will benefit from building their knowledge of the theory and research behind
learning how to write successfully while discovering how they may apply this effectively to their
classroom practice. Firmly grounded in the theory of writing and with clear links to practical
application, chapters explore: Effective pedagogies for teaching children aged 4–12 how to write The
planned and received curriculum for writing, including a whole-school approach Formative and
summative assessment of writing in the classroom Designing and organising a Writing Workshop for
pupils Practical implementation of ‘mini lessons’ to support writing Supporting the needs of diverse
writers within our schools Filled with strategies for teaching, this practical and engaging book will
be an essential resource for anyone working within primary schools, including classroom teachers
(both new and more experienced), teaching assistants, subject leaders, literacy coordinators and
senior leadership.
  examples of genres in literature: Letter Writing Terttu Nevalainen, Sanna-Kaisa Tanskanen,
2007-01-01 The contributions in this book discuss letter-writing from 1400 to 1800, and the material
studied ranges from the late medieval Paston Letters and the correspondence between Sweden and
the German Hanse to Early Modern English family letters and correspondence in natural history
between England and North America in the eighteenth century. By bringing a set of corpus
linguistic, discourse analytic, pragmatic and sociolinguistic approaches to bear on historical
letter-writing activity, the articles both extend and complement the traditional letter-writing
research in the history of European languages, which approaches the topic from a largely rhetorical
perspective. The articles in this book were first published as a Special Issue of the Journal of
Historical Pragmatics 5:2 (2004), share a contextualised view of letters: whether approached from
the perspective of language contact, social and discursive practices, intertextuality, audience design
or linguistic politeness, letters are analysed as part of their specific familial, business or scientific
network. Writing letters thus emerges as highly context-sensitive social interaction.
  examples of genres in literature: An Introduction to the Methods and Materials of Literary
Criticism Charles Mills Gayley, Fred Newton Scott, 1899
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