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Chapter 20 Section 2 The Harding Presidency Guided Reading Answers: A Detailed Exploration

chapter 20 section 2 the harding presidency guided reading answers serve as a valuable resource for
students and history enthusiasts seeking a deeper understanding of one of the most complex and
controversial periods in American political history. The Harding presidency, spanning from 1921 to 1923,
was marked by both hopeful post-war optimism and significant political scandals that shaped the future of
the United States. This article delves into the key points of this section, providing clear and comprehensive

answers to enhance your grasp of the era.

Understanding the Harding Presidency in Chapter 20 Section 2

Chapter 20 section 2 covers the presidency of Warren G. Harding, who assumed office after World War I
during a time of economic transition and social change. The guided reading answers help clarify the main
themes of Harding’s administration, including his domestic policies, foreign affairs, and the scandals that

overshadowed his time in office.

Who Was Warren G. Harding?

To fully appreciate the guided reading answers, it’s essential to know who Harding was. Warren G.
Harding was the 29th President of the United States, known for his charismatic personality and promise of
a "return to normalcy” following the turmoil of World War 1. This phrase encapsulated his campaign’s

appeal to Americans eager for stability and peace.

Harding’s Domestic Policies Explained

One of the key topics in chapter 20 section 2 is Harding’s approach to domestic policy. Guided reading
answers highlight his focus on reducing government intervention in the economy, which aligned with

the Republican ideals of the time. Harding advocated for:

- Lower taxes to stimulate business growth
- Reduced government spending to balance the budget

- Limited regulation of industry



These policies aimed to revive the American economy and encourage prosperity. The answers often
emphasize how Harding’s administration supported big business and promoted economic growth, but

sometimes at the cost of overlooking corruption within his own administration.

Economic Context: Post-War Challenges

The chapter also discusses the economic challenges faced during Harding’s presidency. The post-war
recession and inflation put pressure on the government to stabilize the economy. Guided reading answers
explain how Harding’s policies attempted to address these issues by encouraging production and consumer

spending, although the benefits were unevenly distributed across society.

Foreign Policy and International Relations under Harding

Chapter 20 section 2 doesn’t just focus on domestic affairs; it also covers Harding’s foreign policy initiatives.
Guided reading answers typically highlight his efforts toward disarmament and international cooperation,

reflecting the desire to prevent future conflicts after the devastation of World War L

The Washington Naval Conference

One of Harding’s most significant foreign policy achievements was the Washington Naval Conference of
1921-1922. The guided reading answers explain that this conference was a landmark event where major

powers agreed to limit naval armaments to reduce the risk of another arms race.

Key takeaways include:

- Agreement among the US, Britain, Japan, France, and Italy to limit battleship construction
- Promotion of peace through diplomacy rather than military buildup

- An early example of international arms control efforts

Understanding this event is crucial, as it reflects Harding’s commitment to peace and stability on the global

stage.

Relations with Latin America and Immigration Policies

The chapter also touches on Harding’s approach to Latin America and immigration. Guided reading answers

typically note that although Harding maintained a generally peaceful stance toward Latin American



countries, his administration continued policies that favored American business interests abroad. On

immigration, Harding supported restrictions, reflecting the nativist attitudes prevalent during the 1920s.

The Scandals that Defined Harding’s Presidency

No discussion of chapter 20 section 2 would be complete without addressing the scandals that erupted
during Harding’s administration. These controversies are central to understanding why Harding’s

presidency is often remembered negatively in historical accounts.

Teapot Dome Scandal Explained

The Teapot Dome scandal is the most infamous event detailed in the chapter, and the guided reading

answers provide a clear explanation of what happened:

- Secretary of the Interior Albert B. Fall secretly leased Navy oil reserves at Teapot Dome, Wyoming, and
other locations to private oil companies without competitive bidding.

- Fall received bribes in exchange for these leases.

- The scandal was uncovered after Harding’s death, leading to Fall’s conviction for bribery—the first cabinet

member in U.S. history to be imprisoned for crimes committed in office.

This scandal epitomized the corruption that plagued Harding’s administration and severely damaged his

legacy.

Other Corruption and Its Impact

Besides Teapot Dome, Harding’s presidency was marred by other less famous but significant scandals
involving members of his cabinet and administration officials. Guided reading answers often highlight how
these incidents created public distrust in the government and contributed to a broader sense of political

cynicism during the 1920s.

Insights from Chapter 20 Section 2 Guided Reading Answers

The guided reading answers not only summarize facts but also offer critical insights into Harding’s
presidency. For example, they encourage students to analyze how Harding’s policies reflected the broader
Republican agenda of the 1920s and how his administration’s failures impacted public perception of

government integrity.



Balancing Harding’s Achievements and Failures

While Harding’s presidency is often remembered for its scandals, the guided reading answers remind
readers to consider his contributions, such as promoting economic growth and pursuing peace through

diplomacy. This balanced perspective helps develop a nuanced understanding of his time in office.

Tips for Studying Chapter 20 Section 2

For students tackling this section, it’s helpful to:

- Focus on the timeline of key events, especially Harding’s major policies and the timeline of the Teapot
Dome scandal.

- Understand the political climate of the 1920s, including the rise of conservatism and the public’s desire for
stability after WWL

- Analyze how Harding’s personal leadership style influenced his administration’s successes and failures.

- Compare Harding’s presidency with those of other 1920s presidents to see broader trends in American

politics.

Conclusion: Making Sense of the Harding Presidency

Exploring chapter 20 section 2 the harding presidency guided reading answers provides a well-rounded
view of a pivotal era in American history. From Harding’s vision of a "return to normalcy” and his
economic policies to the foreign diplomacy efforts and the infamous scandals, this section offers a
comprehensive look at a presidency that shaped the trajectory of the 20th century. Whether you’re a
student seeking to ace your history class or simply interested in understanding this complex figure, the

guided reading answers are an invaluable tool for uncovering the many layers of Harding’s time in office.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What were the main goals of Warren G. Harding's presidency as
described in Chapter 20 Section 2?

Harding's main goals were to promote a return to normalcy after World War I, reduce government

intervention in the economy, and support business growth.



How did Harding's administration approach economic policy during his

presidency?

Harding's administration favored pro-business policies, including tax cuts, reduced government spending,

and limited regulation to stimulate economic growth.

‘What was the Teapot Dome scandal, and how did it impact Harding's
presidency?

The Teapot Dome scandal involved the secret leasing of federal oil reserves by government officials for
personal profit. It severely damaged the reputation of Harding's administration and led to increased calls for

government reform.

Who were the key members of Harding's Cabinet, and what roles did
they play?

Key members included Andrew Mellon as Secretary of the Treasury, Herbert Hoover as Secretary of
Commerce, and Albert Fall as Secretary of the Interior, who was later implicated in the Teapot Dome

scandal.

How did Harding's presidency address veterans' issues after World War
I?

Harding supported legislation that provided benefits to World War I veterans, including the establishment

of the Veterans Bureau to assist with healthcare and other services.

What was Harding's stance on international relations during his term?

Harding favored isolationism but supported international disarmament efforts, such as the Washington

Naval Conference, to prevent future conflicts.

How did Harding's administration handle labor and union issues?

Harding generally took a pro-business stance and was cautious about supporting unions, emphasizing

stability and economic growth over labor activism.

‘What were some criticisms of Harding's leadership style and decision-
making?

Critics pointed to Harding's reliance on friends and political allies, some of whom were corrupt, as well as

his lack of strong oversight leading to scandals.



How did Harding's death affect the course of his administration and
policies?

Harding's sudden death in 1923 led to Vice President Calvin Coolidge assuming the presidency, who

continued many of Harding's pro-business policies but worked to restore public trust.

What legacy did Harding's presidency leave according to Chapter 20
Section 27

Harding's presidency is often remembered for its corruption scandals but also for efforts to promote

economic growth and a return to peacetime normalcy after World War L

Additional Resources

Chapter 20 Section 2 The Harding Presidency Guided Reading Answers: An Analytical Review

chapter 20 section 2 the harding presidency guided reading answers serve as an essential resource for
students and history enthusiasts aiming to grasp the complexities of Warren G. Harding’s administration
during the early 1920s. This segment of American history, often marked by both political optimism and
scandal, presents a multifaceted view of Harding’s presidency. The guided reading answers provide
structured insight into key events, policies, and controversies, helping learners dissect the era’s historical

significance with clarity and depth.

Understanding the Harding presidency requires more than memorizing dates and facts; it demands
contextual analysis of his administration’s impact on post-World War I America. The guided reading
answers in chapter 20 section 2 illuminate the economic, social, and political dynamics surrounding

Harding, as well as the long-standing effects of his leadership on the United States.

In-depth Analysis of Chapter 20 Section 2: The Harding

Presidency

The guided reading answers for chapter 20 section 2 emphasize several pivotal themes: Harding’s campaign
promises, his approach to government, the economic policies enacted during his term, and the scandals that
ultimately defined his administration’s legacy. By breaking down these components, the answers enable

readers to analyze Harding’s presidency beyond surface-level narratives.

One of the primary focuses within the chapter is Harding’s “Return to Normalcy” campaign slogan, which
resonated with an American public eager to move past the upheaval of World War I and the Progressive

Era’s vigorous reforms. The guided reading answers often highlight how this promise shaped Harding’s



domestic policies, favoring limited government intervention and pro-business stances. It contrasts

effectively with the more activist government approach of his predecessor, Woodrow Wilson.

Economic Policies and Their Implications

Chapter 20 section 2’s guided reading answers explore Harding’s economic agenda, which largely centered
on reducing taxes, cutting government spending, and promoting business growth. Central to this was the
Revenue Act of 1921, which lowered taxes on individuals and corporations, aiming to stimulate economic

recovery.

The answers underscore the pros and cons of these policies:

e Pros: The tax cuts were credited with encouraging investment and contributing to the rapid
economic expansion characteristic of the 1920s, often termed the “Roaring Twenties.” Harding’s

administration also worked to reduce the national debt accumulated during the war.

e Cons: Critics argue that such policies disproportionately benefited the wealthy and corporate interests,

exacerbating income inequality and failing to address the needs of laborers and farmers.

Additionally, the guided reading answers address Harding’s support of protective tariffs, such as the
Fordney-McCumber Tariff of 1922. These tariffs aimed to protect American industries but also sparked

international trade tensions, which contributed to economic imbalances in the later decade.

Political Scandals and Their Historical Impact

No discussion of the Harding presidency is complete without acknowledging the scandals that
overshadowed his term. The guided reading answers in chapter 20 section 2 detail infamous episodes such
as the Teapot Dome scandal, where government officials accepted bribes to lease federal oil reserves

without competitive bidding.

This section of the guided reading responses carefully explains the ramifications of such corruption,
highlighting how it eroded public trust in government and tarnished Harding’s reputation posthumously.
The scandal also set precedents for congressional oversight and reform in the management of public

resources.

Furthermore, the answers often compare the Harding administration’s scandals with those of other

presidencies, illustrating how political accountability evolved in the 20th century. This comparative



perspective deepens the understanding of Harding’s legacy within the broader scope of American political

history.

Key Figures and Their Roles in Harding’s Administration

The guided reading answers in chapter 20 section 2 also examine the roles of Harding’s cabinet members
and advisors, many of whom played critical parts in both the successes and failures of his presidency.
Notably, figures like Secretary of the Interior Albert B. Fall, implicated in the Teapot Dome scandal, and

Treasury Secretary Andrew Mellon, architect of significant tax reforms, receive focused attention.

This analysis enables readers to explore how Harding’s leadership style—often described as passive or
delegatory—affected the administration’s functioning. The guided reading answers suggest that Harding’s
tendency to rely heavily on trusted friends and political allies, sometimes called the “Ohio Gang,”

contributed to both administrative inefficiency and ethical lapses.

Social and Cultural Context: America in the Early 1920s

In addition to political and economic aspects, the chapter’s guided reading answers contextualize Harding’s
presidency within the broader social and cultural environment of the early 1920s. The post-war era was

marked by rapid urbanization, technological advancements, and shifting societal norms.

The answers frequently highlight Harding’s policies on immigration restriction, including support for the
Emergency Quota Act of 1921, reflecting widespread nativist sentiments of the time. This legislation
significantly limited immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe, shaping the demographic and

cultural landscape of the United States.

Moreover, the guided reading answers touch upon Harding’s stance on civil rights and race relations, topics
often overlooked in cursory reviews. While Harding advocated for some progressive measures, such as
speaking out against lynching, his administration largely maintained the status quo concerning segregation

and racial inequality.

Utilizing Chapter 20 Section 2 Guided Reading Answers for

Academic Success

For educators and students alike, chapter 20 section 2 the harding presidency guided reading answers serve
as a valuable pedagogical tool. They distill complex historical themes into accessible explanations, facilitating

comprehension and critical thinking.



Students preparing for exams or writing essays can benefit from the structured format of these answers,
which often align with textbook questions and key learning objectives. By engaging with these guided
responses, learners develop a nuanced understanding of Harding’s presidency, recognizing both its

achievements and shortcomings.

Furthermore, the guided reading answers incorporate relevant historical terminology and concepts,
enhancing vocabulary and reinforcing knowledge retention. This methodical approach supports a well-

rounded grasp of U.S. history during a transformative period.

Comparative Perspectives: Harding vs. Successor Administrations

An insightful feature of the chapter 20 section 2 guided reading answers is the comparison of Harding’s
presidency with those of his immediate successors, Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover. These comparisons

shed light on the continuity and changes in federal policies throughout the 1920s.

For example, while Harding initiated tax cuts and pro-business initiatives, Coolidge expanded upon these
measures with a stronger emphasis on limited government interference. The guided reading answers
highlight how these transitions influenced the economic boom and eventual bust leading to the Great

Depression.

By examining these connections, students gain a broader perspective on the political and economic trends

shaping the interwar United States.

The guided reading answers for chapter 20 section 2 thus provide an indispensable framework for
dissecting the Harding presidency’s complex legacy. Through clear explanations, critical evaluations, and
contextual insights, they equip learners to engage thoughtfully with one of America’s most intriguing

historical periods.
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