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Brass in Pocket Guitar Tab: Mastering a Classic Tune with Confidence

brass in pocket guitar tab is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the catchy, upbeat rhythm and
iconic melody of The Pretenders’ hit song from the late 1970s. Whether you’re a beginner guitarist
eager to expand your repertoire or an experienced player looking to add a timeless classic to your
setlist, diving into the brass in pocket guitar tab can be both rewarding and fun. This article will guide
you through the essentials of playing this song on guitar, provide tips on interpreting the tabs, and
explore related techniques to help you capture the true spirit of the track.

Understanding the Brass in Pocket Guitar Tab

Before you start strumming, it’s important to understand what a guitar tab is and how it relates
specifically to “Brass in Pocket.” Guitar tabs are a form of musical notation that visually represents
where to place your fingers on the guitar frets rather than showing standard musical notes. For “Brass
in Pocket,” the tab outlines the chord progressions, riffs, and rhythmic patterns that define the song's
structure.

The song itself features a blend of rhythmic strumming and melodic lines that make it recognizable
and engaging. The tabs break down these elements into manageable sections so you can focus on
mastering each piece before combining them.

Key Elements of the Song’s Guitar Work

- **Chord Progressions:** The backbone of “Brass in Pocket” lies in its chord changes, which are
relatively straightforward but effective. The main chords used are variations of D, G, and A, with
subtle embellishments that give the song its unique flavor.

- **Rhythm and Strumming Patterns:** The song has a syncopated, upbeat rhythm. The strumming
pattern plays a crucial role in capturing the groove and energy, often incorporating muted strums and
accentuated beats.

- **Lead Riffs and Hooks:** Beyond chords, the song features specific riffs that act as hooks, making
the melody memorable. These are often played on the higher strings with a mix of hammer-ons and
pull-offs.

How to Read and Interpret Brass in Pocket Guitar Tab

Learning to read guitar tabs is essential for playing “Brass in Pocket.” Here are some tips to make the
process smoother:



Understanding the Tab Layout

Guitar tabs consist of six horizontal lines representing the six guitar strings, from the high E (thinnest)
string at the top to the low E (thickest) string at the bottom. Numbers on these lines indicate which
fret to press.

For example, a “3” on the second line from the top (B string) means you press the third fret on the B
string.

Timing and Rhythm Indications

While standard tabs don’t always indicate rhythm, many brass in pocket guitar tab versions include
symbols or spacing to help you understand timing. Some advanced tabs even incorporate rhythmic
notation above the tab lines.

To truly capture the song’s feel, listening to the original recording and playing along while following
the tab is invaluable.

Tips for Playing Brass in Pocket on Guitar

When working on this song, focus on these areas to improve your performance:

1. Nail the Groove with Strumming Practice

The groove is what makes “Brass in Pocket” stand out. Practice the strumming pattern slowly at first,
using a metronome to keep consistent time. Pay attention to the dynamic accents—some beats are
softer, others more pronounced. This subtlety adds character.

2. Work on Chord Transitions

Smooth chord changes are essential for maintaining the song’s flow. Practice transitioning between D,
G, and A chords, and incorporate the specific chord voicings used in the song. These voicings often
involve open strings and finger placements that give the song its jangly sound.

3. Incorporate the Lead Riffs

Once comfortable with rhythm and chords, start adding the lead riffs. These riffs often use techniques
like hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slides. Practicing these separately before integrating them into the
song can help you play them cleanly.



4. Use a Clean Tone with Slight Overdrive

The guitar tone in “Brass in Pocket” is clean but with a bit of edge. Using a slight overdrive or mild
distortion pedal can help you replicate the original sound. Experiment with your amplifier settings to
find the right balance.

Where to Find Reliable Brass in Pocket Guitar Tab

There are numerous sources for guitar tabs, but accuracy and quality vary widely. Here are some
suggestions for finding trustworthy brass in pocket guitar tab resources:

- **Official Songbooks:** These often contain accurate transcriptions verified by the artists or
publishers.

- **Reputable Tab Websites:** Sites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and Guitar Pro often have user
ratings and comments, helping you choose the best version.

- **Video Tutorials:** Many guitarists share tutorials and playthroughs on YouTube, providing visual
guidance alongside tabs.

- **Community Forums:** Guitar forums and communities like Reddit’s r/Guitar can offer advice and
recommendations for the best tabs.

Exploring Related Techniques and Styles

While focusing on brass in pocket guitar tab, it’s valuable to explore related guitar skills that enhance
your playing and understanding of the song’s style.

Jangle Pop and Its Influence

“Brass in Pocket” is often associated with the jangle pop genre, characterized by bright, chiming
guitar tones and melodic hooks. Studying other jangle pop songs can help you grasp the nuances of
rhythm and tone that define this style.

Fingerpicking vs. Strumming

Though “Brass in Pocket” primarily uses strumming, experimenting with fingerpicking can add a new
dimension to your interpretation. Fingerpicking lets you emphasize individual notes in chords,
highlighting melodic elements.



Syncopation and Groove

Mastering syncopated rhythms is crucial for this song. Try practicing with a metronome and
emphasizing off-beats to internalize the groove. This technique is widely applicable across various
genres, enhancing your overall rhythm guitar skills.

Enhancing Your Practice Routine

Improvement comes with consistent and focused practice. Here are some ideas to incorporate into
your sessions while working on the brass in pocket guitar tab:

Slow It Down: Start at a slower tempo to ensure accuracy before speeding up.

Record Yourself: Listening back reveals areas for improvement you might miss while playing.

Play Along: Use backing tracks or the original recording to develop timing and feel.

Focus on Problem Areas: Isolate tricky chord changes or riffs and practice them repeatedly.

Stay Relaxed: Tension can hinder fluid playing, so keep your hands and arms relaxed.

Why Learning Brass in Pocket Guitar Tab Is Worth It

Beyond just playing a great song, learning “Brass in Pocket” offers deeper benefits. It exposes you to
classic rock and new wave guitar styles, helps develop rhythmic precision, and improves chord
versatility. Plus, it’s a crowd-pleaser that many audiences recognize and enjoy.

Whether you’re playing at home, jamming with friends, or performing live, mastering this song adds a
valuable piece to your guitar skillset.

As you continue your guitar journey, keep exploring similar songs and tabs to broaden your musical
horizons. The more you practice and engage with these timeless tracks, the more confident and
expressive your playing will become.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the guitar tab for 'Brass in Pocket' by The
Pretenders?
You can find the guitar tab for 'Brass in Pocket' on popular tab websites like Ultimate Guitar,



Songsterr, and GuitarTabs.cc.

Is the 'Brass in Pocket' guitar tab suitable for beginners?
The 'Brass in Pocket' guitar tab features some basic chords and riffs, making it suitable for
intermediate beginners who have a grasp of chord transitions.

What tuning is used for the 'Brass in Pocket' guitar tab?
The song 'Brass in Pocket' is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B e) according to most guitar
tabs.

Are there any official guitar tabs released by The Pretenders
for 'Brass in Pocket'?
There are no official tabs released by The Pretenders, but many fan-made and accurate transcriptions
are available online.

Can I play 'Brass in Pocket' using only chords or does it
require fingerpicking?
You can play 'Brass in Pocket' mainly using chords with some picking patterns, but it doesn't require
advanced fingerpicking techniques.

What are the main chords used in the 'Brass in Pocket' guitar
tab?
The main chords used in 'Brass in Pocket' are G, C, D, and Em, which are common and easy to play.

How long does it typically take to learn 'Brass in Pocket'
guitar tab?
For an intermediate player, it typically takes a few days to a week to confidently play 'Brass in Pocket'
using the guitar tab.

Are there any video tutorials available for 'Brass in Pocket'
guitar tab?
Yes, many guitar instructors have posted video tutorials on YouTube that teach how to play 'Brass in
Pocket' step-by-step.

Does the 'Brass in Pocket' guitar tab include the iconic intro
riff?
Yes, most comprehensive guitar tabs for 'Brass in Pocket' include the iconic intro riff to help you play
the song authentically.



Can I use a capo when playing 'Brass in Pocket' guitar tab?
Usually, 'Brass in Pocket' is played without a capo, but some versions may suggest a capo to match
the vocal key or simplify chords.

Additional Resources
**Mastering "Brass in Pocket" Guitar Tab: An In-Depth Exploration**

brass in pocket guitar tab has become a sought-after resource for guitarists aiming to capture the
distinctive sound of The Pretenders’ iconic 1979 hit. The song, with its catchy riffs and nuanced
rhythm, offers a compelling study for players at various skill levels. This article delves into the
intricacies of the "brass in pocket" guitar tab, analyzing its structure, challenges, and stylistic
elements while providing insights into how mastering this piece can enhance a guitarist’s repertoire.

Understanding the Essence of "Brass in Pocket" Guitar
Tab

The "brass in pocket guitar tab" represents more than just a transcription of notes; it encapsulates the
essence of Chrissie Hynde’s musical expression through The Pretenders. The guitar work in this track
balances rhythmic precision with melodic subtlety, making it a compelling piece to learn. The tab
itself outlines finger placements, string plucking sequences, and timing indications that are critical for
authentic replication.

For guitarists, the tab serves as a bridge between written music and auditory experience. Unlike
standard notation, tablature offers a visually intuitive guide, showing players exactly where to place
their fingers on the fretboard. This accessibility is particularly useful for "Brass in Pocket," where the
rhythmic groove is as important as the melody.

Technical Breakdown of the Guitar Tab

A close examination of the "brass in pocket guitar tab" reveals several technical components worth
noting:

- **Chord Progressions:** The song predominantly revolves around a set of open-position chords,
including variations of G, C, and D. These chords underpin the harmonic structure, providing a
foundation for the riff.
- **Riff Patterns:** The signature riff employs a syncopated picking style that combines single notes
with chord strums, creating a dynamic texture.
- **Rhythmic Nuance:** Timing is crucial, particularly the off-beat accents that give the song its
distinctive feel. The tab includes rhythmic notations to guide players on these subtleties.
- **Use of Muting:** The tab often suggests palm muting techniques to replicate the percussive
elements present in the original recording.

These features collectively demand a blend of precision and feel, challenging players to develop both



technical skill and musical intuition.

Comparing Different Versions of the Tab

Numerous versions of the "brass in pocket guitar tab" exist across various platforms, each offering
slightly different interpretations. Some tabs focus on simplified chord structures for beginners, while
others provide comprehensive transcriptions that include every nuance of the original recording.

Beginner Tabs: These often omit intricate picking patterns and prioritize basic chord changes,
making them accessible to novices.

Intermediate Tabs: Incorporate more accurate riff details and rhythmic nuances, suitable for
players with moderate experience.

Advanced Tabs: Feature detailed fingerpicking, hammer-ons, pull-offs, and muting
instructions, catering to seasoned guitarists striving for authenticity.

Choosing the right tab version depends largely on the player’s skill level and their goal—whether to
perform a faithful cover or simply enjoy a simplified rendition.

Stylistic Elements and Playing Techniques

The "brass in pocket guitar tab" is not merely about note accuracy; it’s also about capturing the
song’s stylistic flair. The Pretenders’ music blends rock and new wave, and the guitar work reflects
this hybrid style.

The Role of Rhythm and Groove

The song’s driving rhythm is partly achieved through the guitarist’s ability to maintain a steady
groove while interspersing melodic embellishments. The tab emphasizes timing—particularly the
subtle delays and syncopations that keep the rhythm engaging.

Articulation and Dynamics

Articulation techniques such as slides, hammer-ons, and pull-offs are embedded within the tab to help
players replicate the expressive qualities of the original track. Additionally, dynamic
control—adjusting the volume and attack of each note—plays a pivotal role in conveying the song’s
emotional undertones.



Practical Tips for Learning "Brass in Pocket" Through
Guitar Tabs

Mastering this song via guitar tabs involves more than rote memorization. Here are some practical
strategies:

Start Slow: Use a metronome to practice at a reduced tempo, gradually increasing speed as1.
proficiency develops.

Focus on the Riff: Isolate the main riff from the tab and practice it repeatedly to internalize its2.
rhythm and feel.

Use Multiple Tab Sources: Compare different tab versions to understand various3.
interpretations and choose what suits your style.

Incorporate Audio References: Listen to the original track alongside the tab to match timing4.
and tone.

Practice Muting Techniques: Experiment with palm muting and left-hand muting as5.
indicated in the tab to emulate the song’s percussive quality.

Technological Tools to Enhance Learning

Modern guitarists have access to numerous digital platforms offering interactive tabs with features
like playback, looping, and tempo adjustment. Applications such as Guitar Pro or online tab viewers
provide visual aids that help players visualize finger placements and understand complex rhythms.
Utilizing these tools can accelerate the learning curve for "brass in pocket guitar tab."

Why "Brass in Pocket" Remains Relevant for Guitarists

Beyond its catchy melody, "Brass in Pocket" serves as an excellent case study in balancing simplicity
with musical sophistication. The guitar parts are approachable yet rich enough to challenge players to
refine their timing, articulation, and groove. This duality makes the song a staple in guitar education
and a favorite in cover performances.

Moreover, the song’s enduring popularity ensures a steady demand for accurate and accessible tabs.
Whether for personal enjoyment or performance preparation, the "brass in pocket guitar tab" remains
an invaluable resource for guitarists keen on exploring late 20th-century rock textures.

In sum, the "brass in pocket guitar tab" is not just a notation but a gateway to understanding the
interplay between rhythm, melody, and expression in one of The Pretenders’ most celebrated songs.
By engaging deeply with the tab, players gain insights that transcend technical skill, enhancing their
overall musicianship.



Brass In Pocket Guitar Tab

  brass in pocket guitar tab: Guitar Tab White Pages - Volume 1 (Songbook) Hal Leonard
Corp., 2001-01-01 (Guitar Book). If you're about to be stranded on a desert island and you can only
take your guitar and one songbook with you, make sure it's The Guitar Tab White Pages ! This
incredible second edition contains 150 note-for-note transcriptions straight from the original
recordings over 1,000 pages of guitar tab! The primo songlist covers some of the best guitar songs
ever from all styles of music. Songs include: All Day and All of the Night * American Woman *
Change the World * Cliffs of Dover * Couldn't Stand the Weather * Dani California * Don't Fear the
Reaper * Dust in the Wind * Free Ride * Gloria * Heartache Tonight * Hey Joe * Layla * Longer *
Moonlight in Vermont * Mr. Jones * Name * Owner of a Lonely Heart * Papa's Got a Brand New Bag
* Piece of My Heart * Rhiannon * Satin Doll * Sir Duke * The Space Between * Sunday Bloody
Sunday * Sweet Child O' Mine * Time for Me to Fly * What I Like About You * You Give Love a Bad
Name * You Were Meant for Me * and more! The largest collection ever of authentic guitar
transcriptions!
  brass in pocket guitar tab: Easy Guitar Tab White Pages (Songbook) Hal Leonard Corp.,
2010-11-01 (Easy Guitar). Our first-ever easy guitar White Pages collection! This awesome songbook
packs in over 200 easy arrangements in notes and tab of some of the best guitar songs ever, from all
styles of music. Songs include: Ain't Too Proud to Beg * Are You Gonna Be My Girl * Bad Case of
Loving You * Besame Mucho * Big Me * Crazy * Crying * Do Wah Diddy Diddy * Don't Stop *
Footloose * Guitars, Cadillacs * Help Me Rhonda * I'll Be There * Ironic * Let's Stay Together *
Longer * Low Rider * Me and Bobby McGee * My Maria * My Own Worst Enemy * Name * On
Broadway * Pinball Wizard * Summer in the City * Three Little Birds * Time Is on My Side * What I
Got * Woman * You're My Best Friend * Zombie * and hundreds more. Over 700 pages!
  brass in pocket guitar tab: First 15 Lessons - Acoustic Guitar Troy Nelson, 2018-01-01 (Guitar
Educational). The First 15 Lessons series provides a step-by-step lesson plan for the absolute
beginner, complete with audio tracks, video lessons, and real songs! Designed for self-teaching or
for use with an instructor, you'll build a solid foundation as you work through each lesson, learning
the basics of the instrument and music reading while practicing the many exercises, concepts and
song excerpts within. Must-know instruction so you can start playing right away, with a free online
tuner and metronome! The acoustic guitar book features lessons on: guitar fundamentals, music
reading, chords, strumming, arpeggios, time signatures, syncopation, hammer-ons & pull-offs,
double stops, harmonics, fingerpicking, alternate picking, and scales & basic theory. Includes guitar
parts from 31 songs: Body like a Back Road * Change the World * Dust in the Wind * Eleanor Rigby *
Good Riddance (Time of Your Life) * The House of the Rising Sun * Imagine * Love Story * More
Than a Feeling * The Reason * Someone like You * Thinking Out Loud * Unchained Melody * and
more.
  brass in pocket guitar tab: The Greatest Rock Guitar Fake Book (Songbook) Hal Leonard
Corp., 2000-02-01 (Fake Book). This is the ultimate rock guitar collection! It features 200 classic and
contemporary hits with melody, lyrics and chord frames, plus authentically transcribed guitar parts
in notes and tablature! Songs include: All Day and All of the Night * American Woman * Angie *
Another One Bites the Dust * Ballroom Blitz * Bang a Gong (Get It On) * Black Hole Sun * Blue on
Black * Carry On Wayward Son * Centerfold * Change the World * Come Out and Play * Crazy Train
* Cult of Personality * Don't Fear the Reaper * Double Vision * Dream On * Dust in the Wind * Every
Breath You Take * The Freshmen * Give Me One Reason * Gloria * Heartache Tonight * Hey Joe *
The House Is Rockin' * I Feel Fine * Iris * Iron Man * Layla * Learning to Fly * Little Sister * Money *
My Generation * Nights in White Satin * Owner of a Lonely Heart * Paranoid * Patience * Piece of
My Heart * Pride and Joy * Push * Revolution * Rhiannon * Roxanne * Semi-Charmed Life * Smoke on
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the Water * Something to Talk About * Suffragette City * Sultans of Swing * Susie Q * These Eyes *
Twist and Shout * Two Princes * Welcome to the Jungle * Woman from Tokyo * Wonderwall * You
Got It * more!
  brass in pocket guitar tab: Pocket Visual Dictionary DK, 2017-01-16 Discover the
definitions you need with the Pocket Visual Dictionary. With over 33,000 terms across 14 sections
from all aspects of life including the universe, sea and air, music, the human body, and animals, the
Pocket Visual Dictionary gives you easy access to the vocabulary you need. This unique and handy
reference tool will have the whole family revisiting its pages again and again. In this new edition,
pictures, annotations, and labels take you straight to what you need to know. Now fully updated and
packed with dazzling photos and artwork, the Pocket Visual Dictionary links pictures and words like
never before. See what other dictionaries only tell you with the Pocket Visual Dictionary.
  brass in pocket guitar tab: Bluegrass Unlimited , 1986
  brass in pocket guitar tab: CMJ New Music Report , 1999-07-12 CMJ New Music Report is
the primary source for exclusive charts of non-commercial and college radio airplay and independent
and trend-forward retail sales. CMJ's trade publication, compiles playlists for college and
non-commercial stations; often a prelude to larger success.
  brass in pocket guitar tab: Buyer's Guide to the Piano, Organ and General Music Trades ,
2000
  brass in pocket guitar tab: CMJ New Music Report , 1999-06-28 CMJ New Music Report is
the primary source for exclusive charts of non-commercial and college radio airplay and independent
and trend-forward retail sales. CMJ's trade publication, compiles playlists for college and
non-commercial stations; often a prelude to larger success.
  brass in pocket guitar tab: The Illustrated London News , 1858
  brass in pocket guitar tab: Bazaar Exchange and Mart, and Journal of the Household ,
1874
  brass in pocket guitar tab: CMJ New Music Report , 1999-05-24 CMJ New Music Report is
the primary source for exclusive charts of non-commercial and college radio airplay and independent
and trend-forward retail sales. CMJ's trade publication, compiles playlists for college and
non-commercial stations; often a prelude to larger success.
  brass in pocket guitar tab: Billboard , 1945-11-03 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  brass in pocket guitar tab: The British Catalogue of Music , 2002
  brass in pocket guitar tab: The Instrumentalist , 1973
  brass in pocket guitar tab: The American Encyclopaedic Dictionary , 1895
  brass in pocket guitar tab: The American Encyclopaedic Dictionary ... Robert Hunter, John A.
Williams, Sidney John Hervon Herrtage, 1894
  brass in pocket guitar tab: Bibliographic Guide to Music New York Public Library. Music
Division, 2004
  brass in pocket guitar tab: Billboard , 1951-02-10 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  brass in pocket guitar tab: CMJ New Music Report , 2000-02-07 CMJ New Music Report is
the primary source for exclusive charts of non-commercial and college radio airplay and independent
and trend-forward retail sales. CMJ's trade publication, compiles playlists for college and
non-commercial stations; often a prelude to larger success.
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