arrow of god chinua achebe

Arrow of God by Chinua Achebe: Exploring Tradition, Conflict, and Identity

arrow of god chinua achebe stands as one of the most profound works of African literature, showcasing the
complexities of colonialism, cultural conflict, and spirituality. Chinua Achebe, already acclaimed for his
debut novel *Things Fall Apart*, published *Arrow of God* in 1964, further delving into themes that
resonate deeply in postcolonial studies and African narrative traditions. This novel is not just a story set in
Nigeria; it is a rich tapestry of Igbo culture, the tensions between old beliefs and new forces, and the
personal struggles of leadership and faith. In this article, we will explore the key elements of *Arrow of

God*, its themes, characters, and its significance in literary history.

Understanding the Context of Arrow of God by Chinua Achebe

To truly appreciate *Arrow of God chinua achebe* crafted, it helps to understand the historical and cultural
backdrop against which the novel is set. The story takes place during the British colonial period in Nigeria,

specifically focusing on the Igbo community.

The Colonial Impact on Igbo Society

The British colonial administration brought with it new political structures, religion, and economic systems
that disrupted the traditional way of life for many African communities. In *Arrow of God*, Achebe
artfully depicts the collision between indigenous customs and the colonial government’s imposition of
authority. The novel vividly portrays how the spiritual and political authority of the Igbo leaders begins to

wane under external pressures.

Igbo Traditions and Spiritual Beliefs

At the heart of *Arrow of God* is the exploration of Igbo religious practices and the role of the god Ulu, a
central deity worshiped by the people of Umuaro, the fictional setting of the novel. The protagonist,
Ezeulu, serves as the chief priest of Ulu, and through his character, Achebe examines the responsibilities

and challenges of maintaining tradition in a rapidly changing world.



Main Themes in Arrow of God Chinua Achebe

Achebe masterfully intertwines several profound themes throughout *Arrow of God*, making it a rich

subject for analysis.

Tradition vs. Change

One of the most striking themes in the novel is the tension between preserving tradition and adapting to
change. Ezeulu, as the custodian of traditional religious authority, finds himself at odds with colonial
administrators and Christian missionaries. Achebe does not present this conflict as a simple battle between

good and evil; rather, he reveals the nuances and tragic consequences when old and new worlds clash.

Leadership and Responsibility

Ezeulu’s role as chief priest places him in a position of great influence but also immense pressure. Through
his experiences, Achebe explores the complexities of leadership—how personal pride, duty, and
community expectations can both empower and isolate an individual. Ezeulu’s decisions, whether wise or

flawed, have far-reaching effects on his people.

Colonialism and Resistance

While *Arrow of God* is deeply rooted in Igbo culture, it also offers a critical view of colonialism. Achebe
does not portray colonial forces as simply villains; instead, he highlights the subtle and overt ways
colonialism undermines indigenous structures, often exploiting divisions within societies. The resistance to

colonial rule is portrayed not just as political but as cultural and spiritual.

Characters That Bring Arrow of God Chinua Achebe to Life

The strength of Achebe’s storytelling lies in his well-drawn characters, each embodying different facets of

the central themes.

Ezeulu: The Complex Protagonist

As the chief priest of Ulu, Ezeulu is both revered and conflicted. His pride and unwavering commitment to



tradition make him a compelling figure, yet these same traits contribute to his downfall. Readers witness
his internal struggles and the external forces that challenge his authority, making him one of Achebe’s

most memorable characters.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

- **Uchendu:** Ezeulu’s father, who represents wisdom and the older generation’s perspective on tradition
and change.

- *White Men and Colonial Officials:** They symbolize the intrusive colonial presence, often clashing with
Igbo ways.

- ¥*Christian Missionaries:** Their role underscores the cultural and religious upheaval taking place.

Each character enriches the narrative, offering different viewpoints and deepening the reader’s

understanding of the societal shifts occurring in Umuaro.

Literary Style and Symbolism in Arrow of God

Chinua Achebe’s writing style in *Arrow of God* is elegant yet accessible, blending oral tradition with

modern narrative techniques.

Use of Language and Oral Tradition

Achebe incorporates proverbs, folktales, and indigenous expressions, giving the novel an authentic voice
that honors Igbo storytelling traditions. This approach helps readers immerse themselves in the culture and

worldview of the characters.

Symbolism: The Arrow and the God Ulu

The title itself is symbolic. The “arrow” can be interpreted as a representation of divine will, fate, or the
force of tradition. Ezeulu, as the “arrow of God,” embodies the connection between the people and their
deity. The novel uses these symbols to explore themes of destiny, faith, and the consequences of human

actions.



Why Arrow of God Chinua Achebe Remains Relevant Today

Decades after its publication, *Arrow of God* continues to resonate with readers worldwide. Its exploration
of cultural identity, the impact of colonialism, and the struggles between tradition and modernity remains

pertinent in many postcolonial societies.

Insights for Modern Readers

- ¥*Understanding Cultural Conflicts:** The novel helps readers appreciate the complexity behind cultural
clashes that are often oversimplified in mainstream narratives.

- **Leadership Lessons:** Ezeulu’s journey offers valuable reflections on the burdens and pitfalls of
leadership.

- ¥*The Power of Storytelling:** Achebe’s blending of oral and written traditions serves as a reminder of

the importance of diverse narrative forms in preserving culture.

Educational Importance

*Arrow of God* is frequently included in academic curricula, particularly in African literature and
postcolonial studies courses. It challenges students to think critically about history, power dynamics, and the

role of tradition in contemporary society.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Arrow of God

If you’re approaching *Arrow of God* for the first time, here are some suggestions to enhance your reading

experience:
e Familiarize Yourself with Igbo Culture: Reading about Igbo customs and beliefs can provide valuable
context.

e Pay Attention to Proverbs and Folklore: These elements carry important meanings and reflect the

worldview of the characters.

¢ Reflect on the Characters’ Motivations: Understanding Ezeulu’s internal conflicts will deepen your

engagement with the story.

¢ Consider the Historical Backdrop: Recognize how colonialism shapes the events and tensions in the



novel.

By approaching the novel thoughtfully, readers can gain a richer appreciation of Achebe’s literary

craftsmanship and the cultural insights embedded within the narrative.

*Arrow of God chinua achebe* offers a powerful exploration of the collision between tradition and colonial
modernity, told through the lens of a deeply human story. Achebe’s ability to weave complex themes with
compelling characters makes this novel a timeless piece that continues to inspire reflection on identity,
faith, and change. Whether you are a student, a lover of world literature, or simply curious about African
narratives, *Arrow of God* remains an essential read that opens windows into a world both distant and

remarkably familiar.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Arrow of God' by Chinua Achebe?

The central theme of 'Arrow of God' is the clash between traditional Igbo culture and colonial British

forces, exploring the complexities of cultural change, religion, and leadership.

Who is the protagonist in 'Arrow of God' and what role does he play?

The protagonist is Ezeulu, the chief priest of the god Ulu, who struggles to maintain his authority and

cultural traditions amid colonial interference and internal community conflicts.

How does Chinua Achebe depict colonialism in 'Arrow of God'?

Achebe portrays colonialism as a disruptive force that challenges indigenous beliefs and social structures,

highlighting the tensions and resistance within the Igbo community.

What is the significance of the title 'Arrow of God"?

The title symbolizes the chief priest Ezeulu’s role as the spiritual arrow or instrument of the god Ulu,

representing divine authority and the burden of leadership.

How does 'Arrow of God' explore the theme of religion?

The novel examines the influence of traditional Igbo religion and the impact of Christianity introduced by

colonial missionaries, showcasing the conflict between old beliefs and new faiths.



What role does Ezeulu’s relationship with his community play in the

novel?

Ezeulu’s strained relationship with his people reflects broader themes of power, respect, and the challenges

of leadership during times of cultural upheaval.

How does Achebe use language and narrative style in 'Arrow of God'?

Achebe employs a mix of English and Igbo proverbs, idioms, and storytelling techniques to authentically

represent Igbo culture and worldview.

‘What are the consequences of Ezeulu’s refusal to call the new yam
festival?

Ezeulu’s refusal leads to famine and social unrest, symbolizing the breakdown of traditional authority and

the community’s struggle to adapt to changing times.

In what ways does 'Arrow of God' address the theme of colonial

resistance?

The novel portrays both overt and subtle forms of resistance by the Igbo people, emphasizing the

complexities and internal conflicts involved in opposing colonial rule.

How does 'Arrow of God' fit within Chinua Achebe’s literary legacy?

'Arrow of God' is considered a pivotal work in Achebe’s exploration of African identity, colonialism, and

tradition, solidifying his reputation as a leading voice in postcolonial literature.

Additional Resources

Arrow of God by Chinua Achebe: A Profound Exploration of Power, Colonialism, and Tradition

arrow of god chinua achebe stands as one of the most compelling works in African literature, offering a
nuanced portrayal of indigenous life and the profound tensions wrought by colonial intrusion. Written by
the celebrated Nigerian author Chinua Achebe, this novel delves deeply into the complexities of identity,
authority, and cultural disintegration during a transformative period in Nigerian history. As a follow-up to
his groundbreaking debut, *Things Fall Apart*, *Arrow of God* further cements Achebe’s reputation for

incisive social commentary and masterful storytelling.



Contextual Framework and Historical Significance

Published in 1964, *Arrow of God* situates itself in the Igbo society of southeastern Nigeria during the
1920s, a time when British colonial forces and Christian missionaries exerted mounting influence over
traditional governance structures. Achebe’s work is not merely a narrative of colonial conquest but an
intricate examination of the collision between indigenous belief systems and foreign ideologies. The novel’s
protagonist, Ezeulu, serves as the chief priest of Ulu, the god of the Umuaro community, embodying the

spiritual and political authority intrinsic to pre-colonial Igbo life.

This historical backdrop is essential for appreciating the novel’s thematic depth, as it reflects the transitional
phase of African societies grappling with the erosion of their customs. Achebe’s portrayal is critical yet
empathetic, avoiding simplistic binaries of colonizer and colonized. Instead, he presents a layered discourse

on the consequences of cultural upheaval.

In-depth Analysis of Themes and Character Dynamics

The Struggle for Power and Authority

At the heart of *Arrow of God chinua achebe* explores the intricate dynamics of power, particularly
through Ezeulu’s character. His role as chief priest is not only religious but also political, positioning him as
an intermediary between the divine and the community. However, Ezeulu’s authority is challenged on

multiple fronts—by colonial administrators, Christian converts, and even within his own family.

Achebe masterfully captures the tragic dimension of Ezeulu’s character: a man caught between steadfast
adherence to tradition and the pragmatic demands of a changing world. His refusal to submit to colonial
authorities and his decision to withhold the sacred yam festival—a critical cultural event—highlight the

complex interplay between resistance and self-destruction.

Colonialism and Cultural Disintegration

The novel presents colonialism not only as a political occupation but as a catalyst for cultural fragmentation.
Through the encroachment of British rule and Christian missionaries, Achebe illustrates the gradual
disempowerment of indigenous institutions. The Umuaro community becomes a microcosm for this

transformation, facing internal divisions and external pressures that threaten their cohesion.

Achebe’s narrative does not romanticize pre-colonial life; instead, it acknowledges internal flaws such as

rigid hierarchies and resistance to change. Yet, the novel emphasizes the profound loss experienced when



cultural identities are undermined. This tension is palpable in the interactions between traditionalists and

converts, symbolizing the broader clash between continuity and adaptation.

Religion as a Site of Conflict and Identity

Religion in *Arrow of God* serves as both a unifying force and a source of conflict. The worship of Ulu and
adherence to ancestral customs define communal identity, yet these practices are increasingly contested.
Ezeulu’s priesthood embodies the spiritual heart of the community, but his authority is destabilized by the

rise of Christianity, which offers alternative worldviews and allegiances.

Achebe’s exploration of religious conflict extends beyond surface-level opposition; it probes the
psychological and societal ramifications of spiritual displacement. The novel questions the viability of

tradition in the face of modernity, reflecting broader postcolonial anxieties about cultural survival.

Literary Techniques and Narrative Style

Achebe’s prose in *Arrow of God* is marked by its clarity, restraint, and evocative imagery. Unlike more
experimental postcolonial texts, Achebe employs a straightforward narrative style that foregrounds the
story and characters without sacrificing depth. This approach makes the novel accessible while allowing

complex themes to emerge organically.

The use of indigenous proverbs and Igbo language elements enriches the text, grounding it in its cultural
milieu. Achebe’s skillful integration of these linguistic features enhances authenticity and immerses readers

in the worldview of the Umuaro people.

Moreover, the novel’s structure is deliberate and methodical, unfolding in a manner that mirrors traditional
storytelling. Moments of tension, such as Ezeulu’s confrontations with colonial officials, are interspersed

with detailed depictions of rituals and communal life, balancing the political with the cultural.

Comparison with Achebe’s Other Works

When compared to *Things Fall Apart*, *Arrow of God chinua achebe* presents a more introspective and
tragic examination of leadership and cultural change. While *Things Fall Apart* centers on Okonkwo’s
personal downfall against the backdrop of colonial incursion, *Arrow of God* delves deeper into the

spiritual and institutional dimensions of that upheaval.

Both novels share themes of resistance and adaptation, but *Arrow of God* offers a more nuanced portrayal

of the complexities within indigenous societies, highlighting internal conflicts alongside external pressures.



This comparative perspective enriches understanding of Achebe’s evolving literary vision and his

commitment to representing African experiences authentically.

Relevance and Legacy in Contemporary Discourse

Decades after its publication, *Arrow of God* remains a vital text in discussions about postcolonial identity,
cultural resilience, and the politics of tradition. Its exploration of the tensions between modernity and
heritage resonates in contemporary contexts where indigenous communities worldwide face similar

challenges.

The novel’s enduring relevance is also evident in academic circles, where it is frequently studied for its
insights into colonialism’s impact and the complexities of African spirituality. Furthermore, Achebe’s
portrayal of leadership dilemmas continues to inform debates on governance and ethical authority in

postcolonial states.

Pros and Cons of *Arrow of God* in Modern Readership

e Pros: Rich cultural insight; complex character development; balanced portrayal of colonial impact;

accessible narrative style; integration of indigenous language and customs.

e Cons: Some readers may find the pacing slow due to detailed ritual descriptions; requires background

knowledge of Igbo culture for full appreciation; thematic subtlety might challenge casual readers.

Despite minor challenges, the novel’s strengths overwhelmingly contribute to its status as a cornerstone of

African literature.

Conclusion

*Arrow of God chinua achebe* offers a profound and multifaceted exploration of a society at the crossroads
of tradition and colonial modernity. Through the tragic figure of Ezeulu and the richly detailed world of
Umuaro, Achebe illuminates the complexities of power, faith, and cultural survival. The novel stands as an
essential work for understanding the enduring legacy of colonialism and the resilience of indigenous
identities, continuing to captivate scholars and readers alike with its timeless themes and masterful

storytelling.



Arrow Of God Chinua Achebe

arrow of god chinua achebe: Arrow of God Chinua Achebe, 1986 Set in the Ibo heartland of
eastern Nigeria, one of Africa's best-known writers describes the conflict between old and new in its
most poignant aspect--the personal struggle between father and son.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe Catherine Lynette Innes, 1992-03-26 Things fall
Apart, is compared with Joyce Cary's Mister Johnson. Achebe's novel is seen as a more realistic
portrayal of the society and culture of indigenous people of Nigeria.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Emerging Perspectives on Chinua Achebe Ernest Emenyonu,
2004 This compendium of 37 essays provides global perspectives of Achebe as an artist with a
proper sense of history and an imaginative writer with an inviolable sense of cultural mission and
political commitment.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe's Arrow of God Yolande Cantu, 1985

arrow of god chinua achebe: Reading Chinua Achebe Simon Gikandi, 1991 Analysis of the
writings of Chinua Achebe aimed at students of literature. Simon Gikandi has set out to reveal '...the
very nature of [Achebe's] creativity, its prodigious complexity and richness...its paradoxes and
ambiguities. This is scholarship of real stature and supersedes all other studies of Achebe's writing.
It comes at a good time. Achebe's literary reputation is equal to that of any living author and a
substantial critical canon has been established. - G.D. Killam, Professor of English, University of
Guelph Kenya: EAEP

arrow of god chinua achebe: Arrow of God Chinua Achebe, 1969

arrow of god chinua achebe: Achebe, Head, Marechera Annie Gagiano, 2000 Concentrating
on issues of power and change, this analysis of texts by Chinua Achbe, Bessie Head and Dambudzi
Marechera teases out each author's view of how colonialism affected Africa, the contributions of
Africans to their malaise, and how many reacted in creative, progressive, pragmatic ways.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Translationsfiktionen Reinhard Babel, 2015-11-15 Literarische
Darstellungen von Ubersetzung - Translationsfiktionen - spielen bereits in der Bibel, in der
griechischen Literatur sowie bei Cervantes und Goethe eine zentrale Rolle. In dieser Tradition
literaturhistorisch bedeutender Werke wird offenbar, dass Ubersetzung ein metareflexiver
Knotenpunkt literarischer Produktion und Rezeption ist. Indem er unterschiedliche
Translationsfiktionen bei Novalis, E.T.A. Hoffmann, Borges, Cortazar, Achebe und Mitchell
analysiert, zeigt Reinhard Babel, wie literaturtheoretische, poetologische und sprachphilosophische
Konzepte im literaturwissenschaftlichen Gegenstand selbst reflektiert werden konnen.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart Harold Bloom, 2010 Things
Fall Apart, set in Nigeria about a century ago, is widely regarded as Chinua Achebe's masterpiece.
Considered one of the most broadly read African novels, Achebe's work responded to the
two-dimensional caricatures of Africans that often dominated Western literature. This invaluable
new edition of the study guide contains a selection of the finest contemporary criticism of this classic
novel.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Critical View on Chinua Achebe's Arrow Of God
Innes/Achebe, 1985

arrow of god chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe Ezenwa-Ohaeto, 1997-02 'Achebe is the man
who invented African literature because he was able to show, in the structure and language of
'Things Fall Apart', that the future of African writing did not lie in simple imitation of European
forms but in the fusion of such forms with oral traditions', says Professor Simon Gikandi of the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. This biography of Chinua Achebe captures how his personal
characteristics have combined with historical events to produce the man who cleared the frontiers of
literature for Africa North America: Indiana U Press; Nigeria: HEBN

arrow of god chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe, Arrow of God Catherine Lynette Innes, 1985

arrow of god chinua achebe: Arrow of God Chinua Achebe, 1989-01-01 My favorite novel.


https://coloursskateboarding.com/archive-th-112/arrow-of-god-chinua-achebe.pdf

—Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie “A magical writer—one of the greatest of the twentieth century.”
—Margaret Atwood “African literature is incomplete and unthinkable without the works of Chinua
Achebe.” —Toni Morrison The second novel in Chinua Achebe’s masterful African trilogy, following
Things Fall Apart and preceding No Longer at Ease When Things Fall Apart ends, colonial rule has
been introduced to Umuofia, and the character of the nation, its values, freedoms, religious and
socio-political foundations have substantially and irrevocably been altered. Arrow of God, the second
novel in Chinua Achebe’s The African Trilogy, moves the historical narrative forward. This time, the
action revolves around Ezeulu, the headstrong chief priest of the god Ulu, which is worshipped by
the six villages of Umuaro. The novel is a meditation on the nature, uses, and responsibility of power
and leadership. Ezeulu finds that his authority is increasingly under threat from rivals within his
nation and functionaries of the newly established British colonial government. Yet he sees himself as
untouchable. He is forced, with tragic consequences, to reconcile conflicting impulses in his own
nature—a need to serve the protecting deity of his Umuaro people; a desire to retain control over
their religious observances; and a need to gain increased personal power by pushing his authority to
the limits. He ultimately fails as he leads his people to their own destruction, and consequently, his
personal tragedy arises. Arrow of God is an unforgettable portrayal of the loss of faith, and the
downfall of a man in a society forever altered by colonialism.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Black World/Negro Digest , 1974-12 Founded in 1943, Negro
Digest (later “Black World”) was the publication that launched Johnson Publishing. During the most
turbulent years of the civil rights movement, Negro Digest/Black World served as a critical vehicle
for political thought for supporters of the movement.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Chinua Achebe's Legacy James Ogude, 2015-12-01 Chinua
Achebe's novels and essays have always drawn our attention to issues of memory, the story, history
and our own obligation to history as Africans. Achebe constantly goes back to the authority of
narrative - the story; and as the subsequent generations of African writers like Chimamanda Adichie
keep returning to, to celebrate Africa's many stories, its moments of failure and triumph. Achebe,
more than any other writer on this continent, has inspired many, and hopefully the African story
tellers of the coming centuries, irrespective of their location will continue to be inspired by him. This
collection of essays is an enduring tribute to this rich legacy of Achebe.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Biblische und ausserbiblische Spruchweisheit Hans-Joachim
Klimkeit, Wissenschaftliche Gesellschaft fiir Theologie. Sektion
Religionswissenschaft/Missionswissenschaft. Tagung, 1991

arrow of god chinua achebe: Christianity and Culture Collision Cyril Orji, 2016-08-17 Drawn
from the Conference on World Christianity, this provocatively titled book, invoking images of
“culture collision,” “particularity,” and the “global South”, prompts for profoundly new
understandings of apparently polar themes: inculturation, universality, and world Christianity. Since
the emergence of world Christianity is not an epiphenomenon, but central to the question of how the
gospel is good news for today’s world, readers concerned about the theological issues related to the
possibilities for a genuinely new evangelization will find this volume. It will also be of interest to
students and scholars of African ecclesiastical history, world Christianity, and inter-religious and
inter-cultural dialogue. Cyril Orji is Associate Professor of theology at the University of Dayton, Ohio,
USA. He specializes in systematic and fundamental theology with particular emphasis on the
theology and philosophy of Bernard Lonergan, whom he brings into conversation with the works of
the American pragmatist and semiotician Charles Sanders Peirce. Dr Orji also collaborates in
inter-religious dialogue and the intersection of religion and culture - inculturation, post-colonial
critical theory, and Black and African theologies - and engages in communal practices of
communicative theology in the development of local/contextual theologies. He has published
numerous articles in various peer-reviewed journals, and is the author of A Semiotic Approach to the
Theology of Inculturation (2015), An Introduction to Religious and Theological Studies (2015), The
Catholic University and the Search for Truth (2013), and Ethnic and Religious Conflicts in Africa: An
Analysis of Bias and Conversion Based on the Work of Bernard Lonergan (2008).



arrow of god chinua achebe: Born from Lament Emmanuel Katongole, 2017-04-25 There is
no more urgent theological task than to provide an account of hope in Africa, given its endless cycles
of violence, war, poverty, and displacement. So claims Emmanuel Katongole, an innovative
theological voice from Africa. In the midst of suffering, Katongole says, hope takes the form of
arguing and wrestling with God. Such lament is not merely a cry of pain—it is a way of mourning,
protesting, and appealing to God. As he unpacks the rich theological and social dimensions of the
practice of lament in Africa, Katongole tells the stories of courageous Christian activists working for
change in East Africa and invites readers to enter into lament along with them.

arrow of god chinua achebe: On the Sacred in African Literature M. Mathuray, 2009-07-23
This innovative book provides an original approach to the analysis of the representation of myth,
ritual, and 'magic' in African literature. Emphasizing the ambivalent nature of the sacred, it
advances work on the religious dimension of canonical African texts and attends to the persistence
of pre-colonial cultures in postcolonial spaces.

arrow of god chinua achebe: Tragedy and Postcolonial Literature Ato Quayson, 2021-01-21
This book examines tragedy and tragic philosophy from the Greeks through Shakespeare to the
present day. It explores key themes in the links between suffering and ethics through postcolonial
literature. Ato Quayson reconceives how we think of World literature under the singular and fertile
rubric of tragedy. He draws from many key works - Oedipus Rex, Philoctetes, Medea, Hamlet,
Macbeth, and King Lear - to establish the main contours of tragedy. Quayson uses Shakespeare's
Othello, Chinua Achebe, Wole Soyinka, Tayeb Salih, Arundhati Roy, Toni Morrison, Samuel Beckett
and J.M. Coetzee to qualify and expand the purview and terms by which Western tragedy has long
been understood. Drawing on key texts such as The Poetics and The Nicomachean Ethics, and
augmenting them with Frantz Fanon and the Akan concept of musuo (taboo), Quayson formulates a
supple, insightful new theory of ethical choice and the impediments against it. This is a major book
from a leading critic in literary studies.
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