are you my mother literacy activities

Are You My Mother Literacy Activities: Engaging Ways to Spark Early Reading Skills

are you my mother literacy activities offer a fantastic opportunity to engage young learners with one of
the classic children’s books that has delighted generations. Dr. Seuss’s timeless story, “Are You My
Mother?” by P.D. Eastman, has simple language, repetitive phrasing, and an emotionally resonant
narrative that makes it ideal for early literacy development. Exploring literacy activities inspired by this
book not only strengthens foundational reading skills but also encourages comprehension, vocabulary

growth, and social-emotional learning.

In this article, we’ll dive into a variety of creative and effective ways to use “Are You My Mother?” in
educational settings, whether at home or in the classroom. From hands-on crafts to interactive reading
exercises, these activities are designed to make literacy both fun and meaningful for preschoolers and

early elementary students.

Why Choose Are You My Mother for Literacy Activities?

Before jumping into specific activities, it’s important to understand what makes “Are You My Mother?”
a popular choice for literacy development. The story follows a baby bird who hatches and sets out to
find its mother, asking various animals and objects along the way, “Are you my mother?” The
repetitive question and simple sentence structures support early readers in predicting text and building

fluency.

Moreover, the narrative’s theme of searching and discovery taps into children’s natural curiosity,
making it easier to engage them in discussions and comprehension exercises. The book’s illustrations
also provide visual context clues that help young readers connect words with images, an essential skill

in early literacy.



Effective Are You My Mother Literacy Activities for Young

Learners

1. Interactive Read-Aloud Sessions

Reading “Are You My Mother?” aloud with children is a great starting point. Use expressive voices for
different characters and pause to ask predictive questions such as, “Who do you think the baby bird
will ask next?” or “Why do you think the baby bird is looking for its mother?” This encourages children

to think critically and engage actively with the story.

Enhance the experience by incorporating gestures or props. For example, use a small stuffed bird or
animal puppets to represent the characters. This tactile involvement helps children retain attention and

makes the story more memorable.

2. Sequencing and Story Retelling Activities

Sequencing is a foundational literacy skill that helps children understand story structure and improve
comprehension. After reading, provide children with picture cards representing key events from the

story. Encourage them to arrange the cards in the correct order, retelling the story in their own words.

This exercise reinforces narrative understanding and helps build vocabulary as children describe each
scene. For added fun, children can act out the story, taking turns playing the baby bird and other

characters.



3. Vocabulary Building with Thematic Word Walls

The repetitive and simple language in “Are You My Mother?” is perfect for introducing new words.
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Create a thematic word wall featuring key vocabulary such as “bird,” “mother,” “car,” “dog,” “cat,”

and “boat.” Display pictures alongside the words to support visual learners.

Throughout the week, incorporate these words into daily conversations, songs, and games. This

repeated exposure helps solidify word recognition and expands children’s language skills naturally.

4. Crafting Mother Bird and Baby Bird Puppets

Hands-on activities like making puppets bring stories to life and foster creativity. Guide children in
creating simple paper bag or sock puppets representing the baby bird and mother bird. Use colored

paper, feathers, googly eyes, and glue to add texture and detail.

Once the puppets are ready, children can use them to reenact scenes from the book or invent new

dialogues. This imaginative play supports narrative skills and encourages verbal expression.

5. Sensory Bin Exploration Inspired by the Story

Sensory play is an excellent way to combine literacy with tactile learning. Prepare a sensory bin filled
with items related to the story: plastic animals (dog, cat, cow), toy vehicles (car, boat), feathers, and

small nests.

Children can explore the bin while recalling the events of “Are You My Mother?” Ask questions like,
“Can you find the animal the baby bird talked to?” or “What did the baby bird ride in?” This multi-

sensory approach enhances memory and engagement.



Incorporating Technology and Digital Tools

In today’s digital age, blending traditional literacy activities with technology can deepen children’s
learning experience. Several educational apps and online platforms offer interactive versions of “Are
You My Mother?” that allow children to listen to the story, tap on words for definitions, and complete

comprehension quizzes.
Teachers and parents can also create simple digital slideshows or storyboards with pictures and text

from the book, encouraging children to narrate the story themselves. This integration of audio and

visual elements caters to diverse learning styles and keeps kids motivated.

Extending Literacy Learning Beyond the Book

1. Writing and Drawing Prompts

Encourage children to express their understanding and creativity by providing writing or drawing
prompts related to the story. Younger children might draw their favorite character or scene, while
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emerging writers can attempt simple sentences like, “The baby bird is looking for

These activities strengthen fine motor skills and support early writing development. Sharing their work

also boosts confidence and communication skills.

2. Exploring Themes of Family and Belonging

“Are You My Mother?” naturally opens the door to conversations about family, love, and belonging.

Use the story as a springboard for discussions or social-emotional learning activities.



For example, children can share stories about their own family members or create family trees. Such

activities deepen emotional literacy and help children relate literature to their everyday lives.

Tips for Maximizing the Impact of Are You My Mother Literacy

Activities

- **Keep activities age-appropriate:** Tailor the complexity of tasks to the children’s developmental
levels to maintain interest and ensure success.

- **Encourage repetition:** Revisiting the book and related activities multiple times helps reinforce
learning and builds confidence.

- **Involve caregivers:** Sharing these activities with parents or guardians encourages consistent
literacy support outside the classroom.

- **Celebrate creativity:** Allow children to take ownership by letting them modify activities or invent
their own story extensions.

- **Use varied formats:** Combine reading, writing, speaking, and hands-on projects to address

multiple learning modalities.

By thoughtfully integrating “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities into early education, caregivers and
teachers can cultivate a lifelong love of reading while nurturing essential skills. The story’s simple yet
compelling narrative provides a rich foundation for meaningful engagement, making literacy learning

both joyful and effective.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'Are You My Mother?' literacy activities?

'‘Are You My Mother?' literacy activities are educational exercises based on the children's book 'Are

You My Mother?' by P.D. Eastman, designed to enhance reading comprehension, vocabulary, and



engagement with the story.

How can 'Are You My Mother?' help improve early literacy skills?

The book's repetitive and simple language supports phonemic awareness, vocabulary development,
and narrative understanding, making it ideal for early literacy skill improvement through related

activities.

What are some popular 'Are You My Mother?' literacy activities for
preschoolers?

Popular activities include sequencing story events, matching baby animals to their mothers, retelling

the story with picture cards, and vocabulary games based on the book's characters and plot.

How can teachers incorporate 'Are You My Mother?' into their literacy
curriculum?

Teachers can use the book as a read-aloud session followed by interactive activities such as

dramatization, drawing story scenes, and word recognition exercises to reinforce literacy concepts.

Are there digital resources available for 'Are You My Mother?' literacy
activities?

Yes, many educational websites offer printable worksheets, interactive games, and digital storybooks

related to 'Are You My Mother?' to support literacy learning in both classrooms and homes.

What age group is best suited for 'Are You My Mother?' literacy
activities?

'Are You My Mother?' literacy activities are best suited for preschool and early elementary children,

typically ages 3 to 7, as the content and language level match their developmental stage.



Can 'Are You My Mother?' activities be adapted for children with
special needs?

Absolutely. Activities can be modified by using visual aids, simplified instructions, and hands-on

materials to accommodate various learning styles and special needs.

How do 'Are You My Mother?' literacy activities support social-
emotional learning?

The story's themes of searching for connection and identity can prompt discussions about family,

feelings, and relationships, fostering social-emotional development alongside literacy skills.

Additional Resources

Are You My Mother Literacy Activities: Enhancing Early Childhood Learning Through Interactive

Engagement

are you my mother literacy activities have become a popular method for educators and parents aiming
to foster early literacy skills in young children. Rooted in the timeless children’s book “Are You My
Mother?” by P.D. Eastman, these activities leverage the narrative’s simplicity and emotional appeal to
promote language development, comprehension, and critical thinking. In recent years, there has been
a notable increase in the integration of thematic literacy exercises centered around classic stories, with
“Are You My Mother?” serving as a prime example due to its engaging storyline and repetitive,

predictable text structure.

This article explores the effectiveness of “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities, examining their role
in early childhood education, their alignment with developmental milestones, and their adaptability
across diverse learning environments. By delving into various activity types, educational benefits, and
implementation strategies, this analysis aims to provide a comprehensive understanding for educators,

literacy specialists, and parents interested in optimizing early reading experiences.



The Educational Significance of “Are You My Mother?”

Literacy Activities

The narrative of “Are You My Mother?” centers on a baby bird’s quest to find its mother after
hatching, encountering various animals and objects along the way. This simple yet emotionally
resonant storyline naturally lends itself to literacy activities that support vocabulary acquisition,

sequencing skills, and emotional intelligence development.

One key feature of these literacy activities is their alignment with phonological awareness. The
repetitive question “Are you my mother?” and the distinct animal names encourage children to
recognize and articulate sounds, fostering early reading skills. Moreover, the predictable pattern of the

story serves as a scaffold, allowing children to anticipate text and build confidence in word recognition.

In terms of cognitive development, “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities encourage narrative
comprehension and memory recall. Children engage with the text through retelling exercises,
sequencing cards, and interactive read-aloud sessions, which enhance their ability to organize
information logically. According to a study published by the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC), thematic literacy activities based on familiar stories can improve both
receptive and expressive language skills by up to 30% in preschool-aged children over a 12-week

period.

Types of Are You My Mother Literacy Activities

Educators and caregivers have developed a wide array of “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities
tailored to different learning objectives and settings. These activities can be broadly categorized as

follows:

¢ Interactive Read-Alouds: Guided reading sessions where adults model expressive reading and



encourage children to predict outcomes, enhancing engagement and comprehension.

e Sequencing and Story Retelling: Using picture cards or storyboards, children reconstruct the

narrative sequence, which reinforces understanding of story structure.

» Vocabulary Building Exercises: Activities focusing on animal names, action verbs, and descriptive

language found in the story to expand children’s lexicons.

e Role-Playing and Dramatic Play: Children act out scenes from the book, promoting empathy,

social skills, and language use in context.

e Writing and Drawing Prompts: Encouraging children to create their own versions of the story or

depict scenes through art, integrating literacy with creativity.

These activities not only target literacy but also incorporate cross-disciplinary skills such as fine motor
development (through drawing and manipulative use) and social-emotional learning (via role-play and

group discussion).

Comparative Effectiveness and Adaptability

When compared with other early literacy programs, “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities stand out
for their simplicity and emotional resonance, making them particularly effective with children aged 3 to
6 years. Unlike more complex texts, the straightforward narrative and repetitive structure allow

emerging readers to participate actively without feeling overwhelmed.

In classroom settings, these activities can be adapted for various group sizes and learning
environments. For instance, in small groups, educators can facilitate discussions about the baby bird’s
feelings and experiences, while in larger groups, interactive read-alouds accompanied by visual aids

maintain attention and encourage participation.



The adaptability of these activities also extends to children with diverse learning needs. For example,
non-verbal children or those with speech delays benefit from the visual and kinesthetic elements of
sequencing cards and role-playing. Meanwhile, advanced learners might engage in comparative

analysis, exploring themes of identity and belonging, which adds depth to their literacy experience.

Implementing Are You My Mother Literacy Activities in

Educational Curricula

Integrating “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities into early childhood curricula requires strategic
planning to maximize educational outcomes. Educators should consider the following implementation

strategies:

1. Pre-Reading Engagement: Introduce children to the book’s themes and vocabulary before

reading to build background knowledge.

2. Multisensory Approaches: Combine auditory, visual, and tactile elements—such as listening to the
story, viewing illustrations, and manipulating story sequence cards—to cater to varied learning

styles.

3. Repetition and Reinforcement: Revisit the story multiple times across a week, incorporating

different activities each time to solidify knowledge and maintain interest.

4. Parental Involvement: Encourage parents to engage in literacy activities at home using simple

prompts and accessible materials to reinforce learning beyond the classroom.

5. Assessment and Feedback: Use informal assessments like observation during activities and

children’s storytelling to gauge comprehension and adjust instruction accordingly.



These approaches ensure that literacy activities are not isolated events but part of a holistic learning

experience that nurtures a lifelong love for reading.

Challenges and Considerations

While “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities offer numerous benefits, educators must also navigate
certain challenges. One common issue is the potential for children to lose interest if activities become
too repetitive without variation. Introducing diverse, age-appropriate extensions such as incorporating
technology (digital story apps) or integrating related science lessons about birds and animals can

mitigate this risk.

Another consideration is cultural relevance. Although the story’s themes are universal, some animal
references or narrative elements may not resonate equally across all cultural contexts. Adapting
activities to include locally familiar animals or stories with similar themes can enhance engagement

and inclusivity.

Finally, time constraints within busy curricula may limit the depth of engagement possible with these
activities. Prioritizing quality over quantity by focusing on well-designed, targeted exercises yields

better literacy outcomes than attempting to cover too many activities superficially.

Broader Impact on Early Literacy Development

The success of “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities underscores a broader educational principle:
children learn best when literacy is contextualized within meaningful, relatable stories. By combining
narrative engagement with interactive participation, these activities stimulate multiple areas of

development simultaneously.

Research in early childhood education consistently highlights the importance of early exposure to print-



rich environments and dialogic reading practices. “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities exemplify
these strategies by encouraging children to interact with text, ask questions, and express their

thoughts, laying a strong foundation for future academic achievement.

Moreover, these activities foster emotional connections to reading, which is crucial for motivation. The
baby bird’s journey to find its mother taps into universal feelings of curiosity and belonging, making the

story memorable and impactful.

Through careful selection and thoughtful implementation, “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities can
become a valuable component of early learning programs, supporting not only literacy but holistic child

development.

In summary, the integration of “Are You My Mother?” literacy activities into early childhood education
offers a multifaceted approach to developing foundational reading skills. Their adaptability, alignment
with developmental goals, and capacity to engage young learners position them as effective tools for

fostering literacy and a lifelong passion for reading.

Are You My Mother Literacy Activities

are you my mother literacy activities: Are You My Mother? Language Learning Activities
Jodene Smith, 2014-06-01 These activities for Are You My Mother? practice key language convention
skills. The activities integrate literature with learning about grammar, word choice, and sentence
structure. Learning can be fun when it's connected to literature.

are you my mother literacy activities: Are You My Mother? Post-Reading Activities Jodene
Smith, 2014-06-01 These post-reading activities for Are You My Mother? allow students to share
their understanding of the characters, plots, and settings of the book. They have opportunities to
write, draw, and perform based on what they've learned.

are you my mother literacy activities: Are You My Mother? Vocabulary Activities Jodene
Smith, 2014-06-01 These vocabulary activities for Are You My Mother? incorporate key skills from
the Common Core. The activities integrate vocabulary with a study of the text. Includes
text-dependent questions, definitions, and text-based sentences.

are you my mother literacy activities: Are You My Mother?: An Instructional Guide for
Literature Jodene Lynn Smith, 2014-07-01 Are You My Mother?: An Instructional Guide for
Literature will add rigor to students' explorations of complex literature and further familiarize young
readers with this well-known story of a baby bird's search for his mother. Engaging cross-curricular
activities will encourage early learners to analyze story elements in multiple ways, practice close
reading and text-based vocabulary, determine meaning through text-dependent questions, and more.

are you my mother literacy activities: Are You My Mother? Studying the Story Elements


https://coloursskateboarding.com/archive-th-112/are-you-my-mother-literacy-activities.pdf

Jodene Smith, 2014-06-01 Students will enjoy studying the story elements of Are You My Mother?
through these engaging activities, students create products to share their understanding of the
characters, plots, and settings of the book.

are you my mother literacy activities: Close Reading Literature Activities for Grades K-1
(Set A), 2014-06-01 Students analyze three children's books using key skills from the Common
Core. Close reading of the text is required to answer text-dependent questions. Included are student
pages with the text-dependent questions as well as suggested answers.

are you my mother literacy activities: Are You My Mother? Making Cross-Curricular
Connections Jodene Smith, 2014-06-01 These cross-curricular activities for Are You My Mother?
incorporate key skills from the Common Core. The activities integrate literature with social studies,
science, mathematics, and more. Included activity pages engage and challenge students.

are you my mother literacy activities: Literature-Based Vocabulary Activities for Grades
K-1 (Set A) , 2014-06-01 These vocabulary activities for three popular children's books incorporate
key skills from the Common Core. The activities integrate vocabulary with a study of the texts.
Includes text-dependent questions, definitions, and text-based sentences.

are you my mother literacy activities: Literacy, Gender, and Work Judith W. Solsken,
1993-01-01 This is the first in-depth study of gender issues in early literacy learning. It provides
vivid portraits of the difficulties that both boys and girls experience in learning to read and write at
home and in classrooms due to gendered divisions of labor in families and schools. The portraits are
based on data from a three-year ethnographic study, in which learning biographies were constructed
for thirteen children from their entry into kindergarten until the completion of second grade. The
biographies show that in learning to read and write, children construct gendered identities and
negotiate their social relations with parents, siblings, teachers, and peers. Even in supportive
families and progressive classrooms, children face difficulties in literacy learning as a result of
family and classroom practices organizing literacy on the dimensions of male/female and work/play.
The result is often the unwitting perpetuation of traditional gender roles in families, schools, and the
larger society. This account of early literacy learning links the personal and social meaning of
literacy in children's everyday lives with the larger cultural and political significance of gender. The
theoretical arguments and questions raised in the book challenge prevailing psychological and
sociocultural models of literacy learning and set the agenda for future research on literacy and
gender.

are you my mother literacy activities: Literacy Development in Early Childhood Beverly Otto,
2019-02-14 Widely recognized as a leading text in its field, this popular guide explores literacy
development beginning in infancy and through fourth grade. The latest edition continues to prepare
teachers to create and implement literacy-rich curricula in early childhood classrooms, while
providing updates to federal legislation and highlighting the impact of state standards on
educational settings. Recent technology is integrated into activities used to enhance literacy
competencies. Throughout the book, the author’s approach to reflective teaching empowers teachers
to become effective decision makers and thoughtful mediators in children’s transactions with
literacy. A conceptual and theoretical foundation for describing reading and writing processes is
followed by research-based descriptions of the signs of emergent literacy and developmentally
appropriate instructional strategies. The emphasis on linguistic and cultural diversity includes an
array of approaches for supporting English language learners. Chapter extension activities challenge
readers to apply concepts through observation, research, curriculum development, and discussion.
Sample observation and assessment forms assist in determining children’s progress in developing
literacy.

are you my mother literacy activities: The Cornerstones to Early Literacy Katherine
Luongo-Orlando, 2010 How can we build a strong literacy foundation for children? This book
appreciates that learning and language development start with the play episodes, oral language
practices, wordplay activities, print encounters, reading events, and writing experiences that
children engage in during the early years of life. Filled with rich language activities, The




Cornerstones to Early Literacy shows teachers how to create active learning experiences that are
essential to building early literacy. This comprehensive handbook is organized around the following
topics: Play Experiences - Understanding the early stages of learning and all aspects of the
play-literacy connection ; Oral Language - Supporting opportunities for child talk with suggested
conversation starters and events that involve personal timelines and storytelling ; Language
Awareness and Word Play - Creating a balanced approach to language learning using games and
activities that involve literature, music, choral speaking, sound games, and more ; Print Encounters -
Discovering, reproducing, and creating all forms of environmental print ; Reading Events -
Integrating read-aloud and shared book experiences with proven strategies for supporting and
observing young readers ; Writing Experiences - Identifying early writing characteristics and
techniques for moving children along in their writing.

are you my mother literacy activities: Comprehension During Guided, Shared, and
Independent Reading, Grades K - 6 Cunningham, Hall, 2011-04-15 Learn when and how to teach
comprehension using Comprehension during Guided, Shared, and Independent Reading for grades
K-6. This 224-page book includes step-by-step lessons and research-based strategies that can be
adapted for any student or any classroom. This book gives a glimpse into classrooms using these
strategies, as well as suggestions for materials needed, planning, and grouping students and a list of
recommended children's books.

are you my mother literacy activities: Children's Emergent Literacy David Lancy, 1994-07-30
This book examines emergent literacy as the foundations for language instruction and seeks to
relate the work of those doing research on literacy acquisition and those designing programs to
facilitate children's literacy development. It bridges theory and practice, looking at both cognitive
processes and settings in which children first experience literacy. With contributions by leading
researchers in the field, the book examines emergent literacy in nonliterate homes; oral language
supports; parent-child reading; literacy and working class families; literacy from a developmental
perspective; parental involvement; and collaborative efforts of teachers and parents. An essential
collection for all research and education in the language arts methods area. Will also appeal to
educators involved in reading instruction and parent-education.

are you my mother literacy activities: Literacy David Wray, 2004 This four-volume collection
reprints key debates about exactly what it means to be literate and how literacy can best be taught.
Rather than centering on the emotional reaction of mass media debates, this set focuses on research
findings into processes and pedagogy. The themes covered include Literacy : its nature and its
teaching, Reading - processes and teaching, Writing - processes and teaching and New Literacies -
the impact of technologies.

are you my mother literacy activities: Little Bear Vocabulary Activities Tracy Pearce,
2014-01-01 These vocabulary activities for Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik incorporate key
skills from the Common Core. The activities integrate vocabulary with a study of the text. Includes
text-dependent questions, definitions, and text-based sentences.

are you my mother literacy activities: Oral Language and Comprehension in Preschool
Kathleen A. Roskos, Lesley Mandel Morrow, Linda B. Gambrell, 2015-12-30 Before children are
readers and writers, they are speakers and listeners. This book provides creative, hands-on
strategies for developing preschoolers' speaking, listening, and oral comprehension skills, within a
literacy-rich classroom environment. Each chapter features helpful classroom vignettes; a section
called Preschool in Practice, with step-by-step lesson ideas; and Ideas for Discussion, Reflection, and
Action. The book addresses the needs of English language learners and describes ways to support
students' literacy development at home. The final chapter pulls it all together through a portrait of
an exemplary day of preschool teaching and learning. Reproducible forms and checklists can be
downloaded and printed in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size.

are you my mother literacy activities: Varied Voices Linda Lonon Blanton, 2012-11-12 I can
say with certainty that this book will add a compelling sense of depth and texture to the existing
body of research in first and second language literacy. --Patricia Richard-Amato, California State



University at Los Angeles Varied Voices is an ethnographic study of language and literacy learning
in a culturally and linguistically diverse Moroccan school. There, children and teachers turn
classrooms into social spaces as they work to build learning communities. Suitable for MATESOL
courses and in-service training, Varied Voices is a must-read for all instructors working with
language minority students at the elementary and secondary school levels.

are you my mother literacy activities: Pathways to Literacy Trevor Cairney, 1995-11-02 This
text recognizes that there is no simple way to develop literacy. It begins with the central premise
that literacy is not simply a cognitive process, but a set of social practices used in socio-cultural
contexts, and argues that literacy learners come to school with unique social histories that need to
be recognised in the programmes devised to facilitate learning. Cairney claims that literacy is not a
unitary social practice and suggests that there are many forms of literacy, each with specific
purposes and contexts in which they are used. The author provides a look at the many practical
classroom strategies and practices that are necessary to recognize multiple pathways to literacy.

are you my mother literacy activities: Walk with Jesus Christ, the Truth Iv' 2008
Ed.(maturing in Jesus Christ) ,

are you my mother literacy activities: Science Education in East Asia Myint Swe Khine,
2015-09-03 This book presents innovations in teaching and learning science, novel approaches to
science curriculum, cultural and contextual factors in promoting science education and improving
the standard and achievement of students in East Asian countries. The authors in this book discuss
education reform and science curriculum changes and promotion of science and STEM education,
parental roles and involvement in children's education, teacher preparation and professional
development and research in science education in the context of international benchmarking tests to
measure the knowledge of mathematics and science such as the Trends in Mathematics and Science
Study (TIMSS) and achievement in science, mathematics and reading like Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA). Among the high achieving countries, the performance of
the students in East Asian countries such as Singapore, Taiwan, Korea, Japan, Hong Kong and China
(Shanghai) are notable. This book investigates the reasons why students from East Asian countries
consistently claim the top places in each and every cycle of those study. It brings together prominent
science educators and researchers from East Asia to share their experience and findings, reflection
and vision on emerging trends, pedagogical innovations and research-informed practices in science
education in the region. It provides insights into effective educational strategies and development of
science education to international readers.
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start by running the automated Bluetooth troubleshooter in the Get Help app. It will automatically
run diagnostics and attempt to fix most Bluetooth problems
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