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The Book of Virtues: A Treasury of Great Moral Stories

the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories has long been cherished
as an essential collection that brings timeless lessons to readers of all
ages. This compilation, curated by William J. Bennett, offers a rich tapestry
of stories, poems, and fables that teach core values such as honesty,
courage, compassion, and perseverance. Whether you are a parent, educator, or
simply someone interested in moral philosophy and storytelling, this book
provides a meaningful gateway to understanding the virtues that shape
character and society.

Understanding the Essence of The Book of
Virtues

At its core, the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories is more
than just a collection of tales; it is a carefully curated anthology that
spans cultures, historical periods, and literary styles. The book's mission
is to instill virtues by showcasing examples of noble behavior and ethical
dilemmas that encourage reflection and discussion.

William J. Bennett, the editor, recognized the need for a comprehensive
resource that parents and teachers could turn to when guiding young minds.
Instead of abstract definitions of morality, he presents narratives that are
both engaging and memorable. This makes the lessons easier to internalize, as
readers connect emotionally with characters and situations.

Why Moral Stories Matter Today

In an age dominated by technology and instant gratification, the art of
storytelling with a moral purpose often feels sidelined. However, stories
from the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories serve as vital
tools to foster empathy, critical thinking, and ethical reasoning. They
provide a counterbalance to the fast-paced nature of modern life, reminding
us of the importance of values that transcend time and trends.

These stories often spark meaningful conversations about right and wrong,
helping individuals navigate complex social and personal challenges. They
make abstract virtues tangible by illustrating how choices impact lives and
communities.

Exploring the Structure and Content of The Book
of Virtues

One of the strengths of the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories
lies in its thoughtfully organized structure. The book is divided into



sections based on specific virtues, allowing readers to focus on themes that
resonate with their needs or interests.

Key Virtues Highlighted in the Collection

Each section brings together a variety of literary works—ranging from classic
fairy tales and fables to poetry and historical anecdotes—that illuminate a
particular virtue. Some of the primary virtues covered include:

Self-Discipline: Stories that emphasize perseverance, hard work, and the
ability to delay gratification.

Compassion: Narratives that show kindness, empathy, and helping others
in need.

Responsibility: Tales encouraging accountability, duty, and
dependability.

Friendship: Lessons on loyalty, trust, and support among peers.

Work: Stories that celebrate diligence, craftsmanship, and the dignity
of labor.

Courage: Accounts of bravery, standing up for what is right, and
overcoming fear.

Perseverance: Examples of tenacity and resilience despite obstacles.

This thematic organization makes it easy for readers to select stories that
align with particular life lessons or family discussions.

Diverse Voices and Timeless Sources

The book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories is remarkable for its
inclusivity of voices from around the world. It features works from renowned
authors such as Aesop, Shakespeare, and the Bible, alongside folk tales and
poetry from various cultures. This diversity enriches the experience,
offering multiple perspectives on what it means to live virtuously.

By drawing from a wide range of sources, readers can appreciate that virtues
are universal, transcending cultural boundaries. This global approach not
only broadens understanding but also fosters respect for different traditions
and beliefs.

Practical Uses of The Book of Virtues in
Everyday Life

Beyond being an enjoyable read, the book of virtues a treasury of great moral
stories serves practical purposes in education, parenting, and personal



growth.

In the Classroom

Teachers often use this book as a resource to complement lessons in character
education. The stories provide concrete examples that spark discussions about
ethics, decision-making, and interpersonal relationships. Many educators
create activities such as role-playing or writing reflections based on the
stories, which help students internalize the principles in meaningful ways.

At Home with Families

Parents seeking to nurture moral development find the book invaluable.
Reading these stories aloud during family time encourages children to think
critically about values and choices. It can also serve as a springboard for
conversations about challenges children face in school or social settings.

Additionally, the varied reading levels and engaging content make it suitable
for children of different ages, allowing families to grow together in their
understanding of virtues.

Personal Reflection and Growth

For adults, revisiting the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories
can be an opportunity for self-examination. The narratives invite readers to
reflect on their own behaviors and attitudes, inspiring renewed commitment to
personal integrity and kindness.

Many find that the book serves as a gentle reminder of the qualities they
aspire to embody, helping to navigate ethical dilemmas in their professional
and private lives.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of The Book of
Virtues

To maximize the benefits of this treasury of moral stories, consider the
following suggestions:

Read Actively: Engage with the text by asking questions like, "What1.
would I do in this situation?" or "What virtue does this story
highlight?"

Discuss with Others: Share stories with family or friends and discuss2.
the lessons together to deepen understanding.

Apply the Lessons: Identify opportunities in daily life to practice the3.
virtues illustrated in the stories.

Use as a Teaching Tool: Incorporate stories into lessons or parenting4.



moments to reinforce moral concepts.

Explore Further: After reading a story, explore other works by the same5.
author or related tales to expand your knowledge.

These approaches transform reading from a passive to an interactive
experience, making the virtues more relevant and memorable.

The Enduring Impact of The Book of Virtues

The book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories continues to be a
beloved resource precisely because it speaks to the human desire for meaning
and good character. In a world often focused on achievement and material
success, the book reminds us that virtues such as kindness, courage, and
responsibility are foundational to a fulfilling life.

Its stories act as moral compasses, guiding readers through the complexities
of human behavior with wisdom and grace. Whether used as a teaching tool or a
source of inspiration, this collection remains a testament to the power of
storytelling in shaping the hearts and minds of generations.

Ultimately, the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories invites
everyone to pause, reflect, and aspire—to live not just well, but rightly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Book of Virtues: A Treasury of Great
Moral Stories' about?

'The Book of Virtues' is a collection of stories, poems, and essays that
illustrate various moral values and virtues such as courage, honesty,
compassion, and perseverance. It aims to teach readers important ethical
lessons through engaging narratives.

Who compiled 'The Book of Virtues: A Treasury of
Great Moral Stories'?

The book was compiled and edited by William J. Bennett, an American scholar
and former U.S. Secretary of Education.

What age group is 'The Book of Virtues' suitable for?

'The Book of Virtues' is suitable for children and young adults, but it is
also widely appreciated by readers of all ages who are interested in learning
about moral values and ethical principles.

How is 'The Book of Virtues' organized?

The book is organized thematically into sections based on different virtues,
such as courage, responsibility, respect, and faith. Each section contains a



variety of stories, poems, and essays that exemplify that particular virtue.

Why is 'The Book of Virtues' considered an important
resource?

It is considered important because it provides timeless moral lessons through
classic and contemporary literature, making it a valuable educational tool
for parents, teachers, and anyone interested in character development and
ethical education.

Additional Resources

The Book of Virtues: A Treasury of Great Moral
Stories – An Analytical Review

the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories has established itself
as a compelling collection that aims to instill timeless ethical values
through literature. Compiled by William J. Bennett, this anthology offers
readers an expansive range of narratives drawn from folklore, classic
literature, religious texts, and historical anecdotes, all centered around
universal virtues such as courage, honesty, compassion, and perseverance.
This article undertakes a thorough examination of the book’s thematic depth,
educational value, and cultural impact, while highlighting its relevance in
contemporary moral education.

Exploring the Content and Structure of The Book
of Virtues

At its core, the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories is
structured thematically, with each chapter dedicated to a specific virtue.
This organization allows readers of all ages to navigate the collection with
ease, and educators to target particular moral lessons in their teaching. The
virtues highlighted include self-discipline, loyalty, responsibility, and
humility, among others. Each section features a curated selection of stories,
poems, and essays that illustrate the virtue in action.

Diverse Origins and Literary Styles

One notable feature of this treasury is its diversity in sourcing. The
anthology draws from a wide array of cultural backgrounds and historical
periods, encompassing Western classics, Eastern fables, and indigenous tales.
This inclusivity enriches the reader’s understanding of how virtues transcend
cultural boundaries and resonate universally. Literary styles range from the
poetic cadence of ancient epics to succinct folk tales and reflective essays,
providing a multifaceted approach to moral education.



Educational Implications and Usage

The educational utility of the book of virtues a treasury of great moral
stories cannot be overstated. It serves as a foundational text in many school
curricula aiming to support character education alongside academic learning.
The stories encourage critical thinking and ethical reflection, prompting
discussions about moral dilemmas and personal growth. Additionally, the
book’s format—combining narrative with moral analysis—makes it an effective
tool for parents and educators seeking to foster values-based learning
environments.

Comparisons with Other Moral Story Anthologies

When positioned alongside other collections of moral stories, such as Aesop’s
Fables or collections of parables, The Book of Virtues stands out for its
breadth and deliberate pedagogical framing. Unlike shorter fable compilations
focused primarily on a single lesson, Bennett’s anthology offers layered
narratives that explore complex ethical themes. It also bridges secular and
religious perspectives, appealing to a broader audience without alienating
any particular worldview.

In terms of volume, The Book of Virtues is more comprehensive, providing
readers with an extensive repository of stories that can be revisited over
time. This makes it a lasting resource rather than a one-time read,
encouraging continuous engagement with the principles of virtue.

Pros and Cons of The Book of Virtues

Pros:

Wide range of cultural and literary sources enhances inclusivity.

The thematic organization facilitates targeted moral learning.

Engages diverse age groups with accessible yet profound stories.

Supports educators and parents in character-building efforts.

Cons:

Some narratives may appear dated or less relatable to modern
readers.

The anthology’s length and density might overwhelm younger audiences
without guided reading.

Occasional unevenness in story quality or complexity could challenge
consistent engagement.



The Cultural and Social Relevance of Moral
Stories Today

In an era where digital media often dominates attention spans, the enduring
appeal of collections like the book of virtues a treasury of great moral
stories lies in their ability to offer reflective pauses and ethical
grounding. The resurgence of interest in values-based education underscores
the necessity for accessible moral literature that can complement
contemporary teaching methods.

Stories within this anthology act as conduits for empathy and moral
reasoning, essential skills in navigating today’s complex social landscapes.
The book’s emphasis on virtues such as justice and compassion aligns with
current societal discourses on inclusivity and responsibility, making it a
pertinent resource for fostering socially conscious citizens.

Integration with Modern Educational Technologies

While traditionally a print anthology, The Book of Virtues has seen
adaptations into digital formats, including e-books and interactive apps that
enhance engagement through multimedia elements. These adaptations broaden the
reach of moral storytelling and cater to diverse learning preferences,
ensuring that the book remains relevant in the digital age.

Moreover, educators have leveraged the stories in project-based learning and
ethical debates, integrating the book’s narratives into broader curricula
that emphasize critical thinking and character development.

Final Reflections on The Book of Virtues

Ultimately, the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories stands as a
significant literary endeavor that bridges storytelling with moral
philosophy. Its comprehensive approach to virtue education, combined with
rich cultural narratives, positions it as a valuable resource for those
seeking to nurture ethical awareness. While it may present challenges in
accessibility for some readers, the anthology’s depth and diversity offer
ample opportunities for meaningful engagement, fostering a timeless dialogue
on the values that shape human character.
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  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: The Book of Virtues for Young
People William J. Bennett, William John Bennett, 1997-05 Well-known works including fables,
folklore, fiction, drama, and more, by such authors as Aesop, Dickens, Tolstoy, Shakespeare, and
Baldwin, are presented to teach virtues, including compassion, courage, honesty, friendship, and
faith.
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  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: The Book of Virtues , 1995
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Book of Virtues a Treasury of
Great Moral Stories William John Bennett, 1993-01 Well-known works including fables, folklore,
fiction, drama, and more by such authors as Aesop, Dickens, Tolstoy, Shakespeare, and Baldwin, are
presented to teach virtues, including compassion, courage, honesty, friendship, and faith.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: The Book of Virtues: 30th Anniversary
Edition William J. Bennett, Elayne Glover Bennett, 2022-11-29 A collection of hundreds of stories
that will help children understand and develop character and help adults teach it to them. From the
Bible to American history, from Greek mythology to English poetry, from fairy tales to modern
fiction, theses stories are a rich mine of moral literacy. This revised anniversary edition includes new
stories of those who have shaped recent history, such as Mother Teresa, Colin Powell, and Rick
Rescorla.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Winning Strategies for Classroom
Management Carol Cummings, 2000-08-15 Offers a comprehensive approach to classroom
managment which counters the stress caused by increased testing, school violence, and hectic
schedules.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Literacy Lessons, K�8 Helen Hoffner,
2010-08-17 Literacy Lessons, K-8 enables teachers to meet IRA and McRel standards with a broad
spectrum of instructional techniques that address all areas of the language arts: reading, writing,
speaking, listening, and viewing. The book includes lesson plans and activities as well as projects
that will engage and motivate students. Students will also learn how to find information on a topic
they are interested in and how to incorporate their own experiences into activities that meet
standards. Busy teachers will also find: - Quick and inexpensive means of creating costumes and
props for storytelling - Ideas to tempt families to engage in storytelling at home - References to K-8
literature to link instruction with authentic text - Differentiation techniques for ELLs as well as for
students who are working above or below grade-level expectations Teachers are always looking for
materials that make their job easier, and this book provides everything needed to teach literacy
lessons effectively.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Glaube und Politik Yves Bizeul,
2009-09-29 Selten besteht Politik aus rein zweckrationalem Handeln. Politische Überzeugungen
entstehen nur begrenzt aus der Kraft der besseren Argumente im politischen Diskurs oder aus der
Fähigkeit, gesellschaftliche Probleme zu lösen. Neben der Legitimation durch Diskurs- und
Zweckrationalität spielen vor allem auch nicht reflektierte vorpolitische Auffassungen eine
bedeutende Rolle sowohl bei der Stabilisierung eines politischen Systems als auch bei der
politischen Mobilisierung. Dieses Buch untersucht die Relevanz des religiösen wie auch des
politischen Glaubens für die Politik.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: The Moral of the Story John H.
Lockwood, 1999 The problem this project attempts to solve is to develop a workable moral education
in light of the clash between religious forms of moral education and U.S. Supreme Court decisions
concerning them. The concept of story and storytelling has been suggested as a unifying focus for
disparate prescriptions for moral education. Several recent approaches to moral storytelling have
been proposed. The approaches of William Bennett, Nel Noddings, and Herbert Kohl are among
those which have attempted to combine moral education and storytelling within the last decade.
Bennett is identified with other theorists whose primary concern is the moral content of a story.
Noddings is identified as a process theorist, whose primary concern is the process of moral
storytelling, not the content. Kohl is identified as a reflection theorist, whose approach challenges
tradition in the hope of creating a more moral society. Each one of these three approaches attempts
to provide a comprehensive program of moral education, but they fall short of that goal. The purpose
of this project, then, is to construct a storytelling moral education program that improves upon
earlier approaches. Using the three levels of moral thinking posited by R.M. Hare, a three-level
approach to moral storytelling is proposed. The intuitive, critical, and meta-ethical levels of moral



thinking that Hare refers to are used to frame a new, three-level, approach to moral storytelling. The
three-level approach combines content, process, and reflection into a unified prescription for moral
education. Thus, a more comprehensive plan for moral education through storytelling is developed,
one that respects traditional forms of moral education while remaining within the parameters set by
the U.S. Supreme Court.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Educating for Care and Virtue
Development in Young Children Luigina Mortari, 2025-05-02 This book champions care education
in early childhood school contexts, addressing the critical need for an effective and meaningful
ethics education grounded in Platonic and Aristotelian reflections on virtues, and ultimately positing
a theory of ethics education that connects ancient philosophy to contemporary care thinking. This
theory is supported by the empirical findings of the MelArete Project, a 10-year research project in
care and virtues education that guides children’s attention to the concepts of care and virtues.
Unique amongst contemporary virtue and character approaches, Mortari and her colleagues have
developed a rich research base that combines recent educational theories with ancient and
continental philosophy. Ultimately arguing for an ethics education centered on care in the wake of
our current ethical crisis, the book contributes to a growing body of literature on prominent virtue
and character education programs around the world and will therefore appeal to scholars,
researchers, and postgraduate students working in moral and values education, ethics education,
and educational theory more broadly. Care ethicists and early childhood educators will also benefit
from this volume.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: The Specter of Peace , 2018-06-26
Specter of Peace advances a novel historical conceptualization of peace as a process of “right
ordering” that involved the careful regulation of violence, the legitimation of colonial authority, and
the creation of racial and gendered hierarchies. The volume highlights the many paths of
peacemaking that otherwise have hitherto gone unexplored in early American and Atlantic World
scholarship and challenges historians to take peace as seriously as violence. Early American
peacemaking was a productive discourse of moral ordering fundamentally concerned with regulating
violence. The historicization of peace, the authors argue, can sharpen our understanding of violence,
empire, and the early modern struggle for order and harmony in the colonial Americas and Atlantic
World. Contributors are: Micah Alpaugh, Brendan Gillis, Mark Meuwese, Margot Minardi, Geoffrey
Plank, Dylan Ruediger, Cristina Soriano and Wayne E. Lee.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: The Healing Heart for
Communities Allison Cox, David Albert, 2009-03-01 The only book of its kind that demonstrates the
power of storytelling to heal.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: American Mania: When More is Not
Enough Peter C. Whybrow, 2006-04-17 A doctor's bold analysis of the cultural disease that afflicts us
all. Despite an astonishing appetite for life, more and more Americans are feeling overworked and
dissatisfied. In the world's most affluent nation, epidemic rates of stress, anxiety, depression,
obesity, and time urgency are now grudgingly accepted as part of everyday existence they signal the
American Dream gone awry. Peter C. Whybrow, director of the Neuropsychiatric Institute at UCLA,
grounds the extraordinary achievements and excessive consumption of the American nation in an
understanding of the biology of the brain's reward system offering for the first time a comprehensive
and physical explanation for the addictive mania of consumerism. American Mania presents a clear
and novel vantage point from which to understand the most pressing social issues of our time, while
offering an informed approach to refocusing our pursuit of happiness. Drawing upon rich scientific
case studies and colorful portraits, this fascinating and important book will change the way you
think about American life (Karen Olson, Utne Reader).
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Education in Morality J. Mark
Halstead, Terence H. McLaughlin, 2005-09-26 Offering a variety of perspectives on some of the most
fundamental questions about moral education the volume is written in the belief that philosophy has
an important contribution to make in bringing about a clearer understanding of the task of moral



education. There is an international team of contributors including both philosophers and
educationalists. These include; David Best, Brian Crittenden, Paul Hirst, Ruth Jonathon, John Kekes,
Will Kymlicka, Alasdair MacIntyre and Amelie Oksenberg Rorty.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Ethical Leadership Walter E. Fluker,
2009 We live in a leadership crisis. In an age when incompatible worlds collide and when scandals
rock formerly stable institutions, says Walter Fluker, what counts most is ethical leadership and the
qualities of personal integrity, spiritual discipline, intellectual openness, and moral anchoring.
Fluker finds these characteristics exemplified in the work and thought of black-church giants Martin
Luther King Jr. and Howard Thurman. This volume, for leaders and emergent leaders in religious
and other settings, sets forth the context and principles for ethical leadership, particularly for
ministries and other professions whose mission directly advances the common good. Fluker's volume
grounds leadership in story, the appropriation of one's roots, as a basis for personal and social
transformation. He then explores the key values of character, civility, and community for ethical
action on the personal, public, and spiritual realms. From these considerations he develops a model
of the specific virtues that embody each realm of ethical leadership before applying them to the
practical aspects of leadership and decisionmaking.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Debates in History Teaching Ian
Davies, 2017-02-16 Now in its second edition, Debates in History Teaching remains at the cutting
edge of history education. It has been fully updated to take into account the latest developments in
policy, research and professional practice. With further exploration into the major issues that history
teachers encounter in their daily professional lives, it provides fresh guidance for thinking and
practice for teachers within the UK and beyond. Written by a range of experts in history education,
chapters cover all the key issues needed for clear thinking and excellent professional action. This
book will enable you to reach informed judgements and argue your point of view with deeper
theoretical knowledge and understanding. Debates include: What is happening today in history
education? What is the purpose of history teaching? What do history teachers need to know? What
are the key trends and issues in international contexts? What is the role of evidence in history
teaching and learning? How should you make use of ICT in your lessons? Should moral learning be
an aim of history education? How should history learning be assessed? Debates in History Teaching
remains essential reading for any student or practising teacher engaged in initial training,
continuing professional development or Master's-level study.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Reading To Live Raymond
Studzinski, 2009-12-01 Lectio divina, the ancient practice of prayerful reading, is a font whose
waters are waiting to quench the thirst of spiritual seekers, both beginners on the spiritual journey
and experienced travelers. The art of holy reading transforms lives. Through the practice of lectio
individuals and communities discover God's living word addressed to them in their particular now, to
enlighten, challenge, encourage, and suggest. Reading to Live traces the practice of lectio divina
from its roots in the ascetic movement in the early church and monasticism to its rediscovery in
recent times. The benefits lectio brings become clear as Origen, Augustine, Bernard, and many
others throughout history testify to its power in their lives. Modern commentators from a variety of
disciplines spell out lectio's potential for the world of the twenty-first century. This book invites
people of all faiths to embrace the Venerable practice of lectio divina. It provides abundant creative
testimonies to its practice and to its life-changing effects. Raymond Studzinski, OSB, a monk of St.
Meinrad Archabbey in Indiana, is an associate professor in the School of Theology and Religious
Studies at The Catholic University of America, Washington DC, where he teaches courses on
religious development and spirituality.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Sower's Seeds of Encouragement
Brian Cavanaugh, 1998 Stories that offer hope, humor and healing in dealing with everyday life.
There are numerous sources of inspiration here for Lent and Easter sermons.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: Doing Literary Criticism Tim
Gillespie, 2024-11-01 One of the greatest challenges for English language arts teachers today is the



call to engage students in more complex texts. Tim Gillespie, who has taught in public schools for
almost four decades, has found the lenses of literary criticism a powerful tool for helping students
tackle challenging literary texts. Tim breaks down the dense language of critical theory into clear,
lively, and thorough explanations of many schools of critical thought---reader response, biographical,
historical, psychological, archetypal, genre based, moral, philosophical, feminist, political, formalist,
and postmodern. Doing Literary Criticism gives each theory its own chapter with a brief,
teacher-friendly overview and a history of the approach, along with an in-depth discussion of its
benefits and limitations. Each chapter also includes ideas for classroom practices and activities.
Using stories from his own English classes—from alternative programs to advance placement and
everything in between—Tim provides a wealth of specific classroom-tested suggestions for
discussion, essay and research paper topics, recommended texts, exam questions, and more. The
accompanying CD offers abbreviated overviews of each theory (designed to be used as classroom
handouts, examples of student work, collections of quotes to stimulate discussion and writing, an
extended history of women writers, and much more. Ultimately, Doing Literary Criticism offers
teachers a rich set of materials and tools to help their students become more confident and able
readers, writers, and critical thinkers.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: The ^AVirtues of Liberalism James T.
Kloppenberg, 1998-08-06 This spirited analysis--and defense--of American liberalism demonstrates
the complex and rich traditions of political, economic, and social discourse that have informed
American democratic culture from the seventeenth century to the present. The Virtues of Liberalism
provides a convincing response to critics both right and left. Against conservatives outside the
academy who oppose liberalism because they equate it with license, James T. Kloppenberg uncovers
ample evidence of American republicans' and liberal democrats' commitments to ethical and
religious ideals and their awareness of the difficult choices involved in promoting virtue in a
culturally diverse nation. Against radical academic critics who reject liberalism because they equate
it with Enlightenment reason and individual property holding, Kloppenberg shows the historical
roots of American liberals' dual commitments to diversity, manifested in institutions designed to
facilitate deliberative democracy, and to government regulations of property and market exchange
in accordance with the public good. In contrast to prevailing tendencies to simplify and distort
American liberalism, Kloppenberg shows how the multifaceted virtues of liberalism have inspired
theorists and reformers from Thomas Jefferson and James Madison through Jane Addams and John
Dewey to Martin Luther King, Jr., and then explains how these virtues persist in the work of some
liberal democrats today. Endorsing the efforts of such neo-progressive and communitarian theorists
and journalists as Michael Walzer, Jane Mansbridge, Michael Sandel, and E. J. Dionne, Kloppenberg
also offers a more acute analysis of the historical development of American liberalism and of the
complex reasons why it has been transformed and made more vulnerable in recent decades. An
intelligent, coherent, and persuasive canvas that stretches from the Enlightenment to the American
Revolution, from Tocqueville's observations to the New Deal's social programs, and from the right to
worship freely to the idea of ethical responsibility, this book is a valuable contribution to historical
scholarship and to contemporary political and cultural debates.
  the book of virtues a treasury of great moral stories: A Case for Character Joel D.
Biermann, 2014-05-01 Over the last several decades, perceptive observers of Western civilization
have documented what virtually everyone has perceived: as the old foundations of society have
toppled, morality and personal character have been set adrift and often vanished altogether. How
can character be cultivated when it seems no one is willing or able to provide a definitive description
of character to which humans should aspire? While the reasons for this are many and complicated,
one of the more potent singular factors is actually theological, says Biermann. Contemporary
Lutheranism, in particular, has struggled with the appropriate place of morality and character
formation, as these pursuits often have been perceived as being at odds with the central Christian
doctrine of justification. A Case for Character explores this problem and argues that Christian
doctrine, specifically as articulated within a Lutheran framework, is altogether capable of



encouraging a robust pursuit of character formation while maintaining a faithful expression of
justification by grace alone through faith alone.
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