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Politics of the Middle East: Understanding a Complex Landscape

politics of the middle east is a subject that has fascinated scholars,
diplomats, and observers around the world for decades. This region, rich in
history, culture, and resources, has a political landscape shaped by a
variety of factors including colonial legacies, religious identities,
economic interests, and strategic alliances. To truly grasp the intricacies
of Middle Eastern politics, one must look beyond headlines and explore the
underlying dynamics that continue to influence conflicts, governance, and
international relations in this part of the world.

Historical Roots of Middle Eastern Politics

The political environment of the Middle East cannot be understood without
acknowledging its historical context. The fall of the Ottoman Empire after
World War I, followed by the imposition of European mandates, laid the
groundwork for many modern political tensions. Borders were drawn with little
regard for ethnic or sectarian divisions, leading to fragmented identities
and contested territories.

Colonial powers like Britain and France played significant roles in shaping
political institutions and leadership in countries such as Iraq, Syria, and
Palestine. The discovery and exploitation of vast oil reserves further
complicated matters, as external powers became deeply invested in the
region’s stability and resources. These historical factors have contributed
to the persistent challenges faced by many Middle Eastern states in
establishing cohesive national identities and stable governance.

Key Political Actors and Their Roles

Nation-States and Governments

At the core of Middle Eastern politics are the individual nation-states, each
with its unique political system ranging from monarchies (Saudi Arabia,
Jordan) to republics (Egypt, Iran, Syria). These governments vary widely in
terms of political openness, governance models, and the degree of citizen
participation.

Monarchies often maintain traditional power structures, balancing tribal
allegiances with modern statecraft. Republics in the region, meanwhile, may
be authoritarian or semi-democratic, with varying degrees of political



freedom and civil rights. Understanding these differences helps explain why
political reforms, protests, and power struggles manifest differently across
the region.

Religious and Sectarian Influences

Religion plays an undeniable role in shaping Middle Eastern politics. Islam,
predominantly divided into Sunni and Shia branches, is often intertwined with
political identity and conflict. For example, the rivalry between Sunni-
majority Saudi Arabia and Shia-majority Iran is both religious and
geopolitical, influencing proxy conflicts in Yemen, Syria, and Lebanon.

Apart from Islam, other religious minorities such as Christians, Druze, and
Yazidis also navigate complex political landscapes, sometimes facing
discrimination or persecution. Political movements rooted in religious
ideologies, such as the Muslim Brotherhood or Hezbollah, have significant
influence in several countries, shaping policy and social dynamics.

Ongoing Conflicts and Political Challenges

Territorial Disputes and Wars

Territorial disputes remain a persistent source of instability in the Middle
East. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is perhaps the most internationally
recognized, involving decades of struggle over land, sovereignty, and
national recognition. Despite numerous peace efforts, the conflict continues
to be a central issue affecting regional politics and international
diplomacy.

Other conflicts, such as the civil wars in Syria and Yemen, have devastated
populations and created power vacuums exploited by extremist groups. These
wars are often fueled by a mix of local grievances and the involvement of
foreign powers pursuing their own interests in the region.

Political Reform and Democratization Efforts

The Arab Spring uprisings that began in 2010 highlighted widespread demands
for political reform, economic opportunity, and social justice across the
Middle East. While some countries experienced brief periods of political
opening, many faced harsh crackdowns or descended into chaos.

Efforts toward democratization remain uneven. Some states cautiously
experiment with limited reforms, while others maintain strict authoritarian



control. Understanding the barriers to democratic governance—such as
entrenched elites, sectarian divides, and external interference—is crucial
for anyone interested in the region’s political future.

International Influence and Geopolitical
Rivalries

Role of Global Powers

The Middle East has long been a focal point for global powers due to its
strategic location and energy resources. The United States, Russia, China,
and European countries all maintain interests and influence in the region,
often supporting different actors to advance their geopolitical goals.

For example, US alliances with Saudi Arabia and Israel contrast with Russia’s
support for the Syrian government. These overlapping interests contribute to
a complex web of diplomacy, arms sales, and military interventions that can
both stabilize and destabilize the region.

Regional Alliances and Rivalries

Within the Middle East itself, alliances and rivalries are constantly
shifting. The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries often act in concert
to counterbalance Iranian influence, yet internal disagreements occasionally
surface, such as the Qatar diplomatic crisis.

Meanwhile, Turkey has emerged as a significant regional player, pursuing
assertive foreign policy initiatives in Syria, Iraq, and beyond. These
competing agendas create a dynamic and often unpredictable political
environment where alliances may quickly change.

Economic Factors Shaping Middle Eastern
Politics

The politics of the Middle East are deeply intertwined with economic
realities. Oil wealth has empowered some countries to wield significant
regional influence, but reliance on hydrocarbons also creates
vulnerabilities. Fluctuations in global oil prices can impact government
revenues, social services, and political stability.

Many Middle Eastern states are working to diversify their economies and



reduce dependence on oil through initiatives like Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030.
However, economic reforms often face resistance due to entrenched interests
and social challenges, affecting political stability and public trust.

Youth and Employment Challenges

A significant demographic factor in Middle Eastern politics is the large
youth population. High unemployment rates and limited economic opportunities
for young people have been catalysts for social unrest and political
activism. Governments are under pressure to create jobs and improve education
systems to meet the aspirations of their growing populations.

Addressing these socio-economic issues is essential for long-term political
stability, as disenfranchisement can lead to increased radicalization or
demands for change.

Navigating the Future of Middle Eastern
Politics

Understanding the politics of the Middle East requires patience and an
appreciation for the region’s complexity. While longstanding conflicts and
challenges persist, there are also signs of resilience and change. Diplomatic
efforts, grassroots movements, and evolving regional dynamics suggest that
the Middle East’s political landscape is far from static.

For those interested in engaging with or studying this region, it’s valuable
to consider multiple perspectives and recognize the diverse actors involved.
By looking beneath the surface, one can appreciate how history, religion,
economics, and international relations converge to shape the politics of the
Middle East in profound ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main causes of political instability in
the Middle East?
Political instability in the Middle East is primarily caused by factors such
as ethnic and sectarian divisions, authoritarian regimes, foreign
interventions, economic challenges, and unresolved conflicts like the
Israeli-Palestinian dispute.



How has the Arab Spring impacted the politics of the
Middle East?
The Arab Spring led to significant political upheaval across the Middle East,
resulting in regime changes in some countries, civil wars in others, and
ongoing demands for democratic reforms and human rights, though outcomes have
varied widely by country.

What role does Iran play in Middle Eastern politics?
Iran is a major regional power that influences Middle Eastern politics
through its support for proxy groups, involvement in conflicts such as in
Syria and Yemen, and its rivalry with Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states.

How do Saudi Arabia and Iran's rivalry affect Middle
Eastern geopolitics?
The Saudi-Iran rivalry shapes much of the Middle East's geopolitical
landscape, fueling proxy wars, sectarian tensions, and competing alliances
that impact regional security and political alignments.

What is the significance of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict in Middle Eastern politics?
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains a central and deeply contentious
issue in Middle Eastern politics, influencing diplomatic relations, regional
alliances, and peace efforts, with ongoing disputes over territory,
sovereignty, and rights.

How have recent normalization agreements between
Israel and Arab countries influenced Middle Eastern
politics?
Recent normalization agreements, such as the Abraham Accords, have shifted
traditional alliances, opened new diplomatic and economic opportunities, and
altered the dynamics of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and broader regional
cooperation.

What challenges do Middle Eastern countries face in
achieving political reform?
Middle Eastern countries face challenges including entrenched
authoritarianism, lack of political pluralism, corruption, economic
difficulties, external interference, and social divisions that complicate
efforts toward meaningful political reform and democratization.



Additional Resources
Politics of the Middle East: Navigating Complexity and Change

Politics of the middle east remain one of the most intricate and dynamic
spheres in global affairs. Characterized by a tapestry of historical
legacies, religious influences, and geopolitical rivalries, the region
continues to captivate international attention. From ongoing conflicts and
shifting alliances to economic transformations and social upheavals, the
Middle East's political landscape is marked by complexity that demands
nuanced understanding.

Historical Context and Its Enduring Impact

Understanding the current politics of the Middle East requires tracing its
modern history. Post-World War I, the dismantling of the Ottoman Empire and
the imposition of colonial mandates laid foundational tensions. Arbitrary
borders drawn by foreign powers often disregarded ethnic and sectarian
realities, planting seeds of discord that persist today. The creation of
Israel in 1948 intensified regional conflicts, ushering in decades of wars
and diplomatic strife.

The Cold War era further shaped the politics of the Middle East, as the
United States and Soviet Union vied for influence through alliances and proxy
conflicts. This period saw the rise of nationalist movements and the
strengthening of authoritarian regimes, which often suppressed political
dissent in the name of stability and development.

Geopolitical Rivalries and Regional Power
Struggles

Sunni-Shia Divide and Its Political Ramifications

One cannot overstate the significance of the sectarian divide in shaping
Middle Eastern politics. The Sunni-Shia split influences alliances,
conflicts, and governance models across multiple states. Saudi Arabia and
Iran, as the leading Sunni and Shia powers respectively, engage in a
persistent competition for regional dominance. This rivalry manifests through
support for opposing factions in conflicts such as those in Syria, Yemen, and
Lebanon.

The sectarian dimension complicates diplomatic resolutions, as local disputes
often intersect with broader religious affiliations. While some countries
maintain a relatively balanced sectarian demographic, others are more



homogenous, influencing their internal political dynamics and foreign policy
orientations.

Authoritarianism Versus Democratization Efforts

The politics of the Middle East are frequently shaped by the tension between
entrenched authoritarian regimes and burgeoning demands for political reform.
Countries like Egypt, Syria, and Saudi Arabia have long been governed by
centralized powers with limited political freedoms. Conversely, the Arab
Spring of 2010-2011 revealed widespread popular frustration with corruption,
economic stagnation, and repression.

Although the uprisings initially sparked hopes for democratization, the
outcomes have been mixed. Some states, such as Tunisia, have made strides
toward democratic governance, while others descended into civil war or
reinforced authoritarian rule. These divergent trajectories highlight the
complexity of instituting political change amid entrenched power structures
and external interventions.

Economic Dimensions and Political Stability

The politics of the Middle East cannot be separated from economic realities,
particularly the role of oil and gas revenues. Resource wealth has provided
significant economic power to countries like Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, and Qatar, enabling extensive state-led development and social
programs. However, this wealth has also entrenched political elites and
fueled corruption.

Economic diversification efforts are underway in several states to reduce
dependence on hydrocarbons. For instance, Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 aims to
transform its economy and introduce social reforms, signaling potential
shifts in political openness. Yet, economic disparities and youth
unemployment remain challenges that could influence future political
stability.

Foreign Influence and International Relations

Global powers continue to exert considerable influence on the politics of the
Middle East. The United States has historically maintained strategic
alliances with key states, supporting regimes and military interventions to
secure interests related to energy security and counterterrorism. Russia's
resurgence in Syria and growing ties with Iran and Turkey reflect a
multipolar competition for influence.

Additionally, emerging actors like China are increasing their economic



footprint through infrastructure investments and energy partnerships. These
developments diversify the external pressures and opportunities shaping
regional politics, complicating traditional alignments.

Contemporary Conflicts and Security Challenges

The Middle East remains a hotspot for conflict, with several ongoing wars and
insurgencies affecting regional and global security. The Syrian civil war,
lasting over a decade, has involved multiple domestic factions and foreign
powers, resulting in humanitarian crises and refugee flows. Yemen’s conflict,
often described as a proxy war between Saudi Arabia and Iran, has caused one
of the worst humanitarian disasters worldwide.

Terrorism and extremist groups continue to pose threats, although the
territorial influence of organizations like ISIS has diminished. Nonetheless,
ideological militancy and sectarian violence persist in countries like Iraq
and Lebanon, impacting governance and social cohesion.

Diplomatic Efforts and Peace Initiatives

Despite challenges, there have been notable diplomatic efforts aimed at
resolving conflicts and fostering cooperation. The Abraham Accords, brokered
in 2020, marked a significant breakthrough by normalizing relations between
Israel and several Arab states, including the UAE and Bahrain. This
realignment signaled shifting priorities, emphasizing economic collaboration
and security partnerships over longstanding hostilities.

Other initiatives, such as UN-led negotiations in Yemen and Syria, continue
to seek political settlements, albeit with limited success. Multilateral
forums and regional organizations like the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
play roles in mediating disputes and coordinating policy, though their
effectiveness varies.

Social Movements and the Role of Civil Society

The politics of the Middle East are increasingly influenced by social
dynamics and grassroots activism. Youth populations, representing a majority
in many countries, are demanding greater political participation, economic
opportunity, and human rights. Digital platforms have facilitated new forms
of mobilization and information dissemination, challenging traditional state
control over public discourse.

Women's rights movements are also gaining momentum, advocating for legal
reforms and greater social inclusion. While progress remains uneven, these
societal pressures contribute to evolving political landscapes and may shape



future governance models.

Challenges to Political Reform

Reform efforts in the Middle East face multiple obstacles, including
entrenched patronage networks, security concerns, and regional instability.
Governments often prioritize regime survival over liberalization, employing
surveillance and repression to curb dissent. Additionally, external
interventions and proxy conflicts complicate internal political processes.

Economic hardships—exacerbated by global crises such as the COVID-19
pandemic—further strain social contracts, increasing the risk of unrest.
Balancing stability with reform remains a delicate endeavor for many states.

The politics of the Middle East, with their deep-rooted historical influences
and contemporary complexities, continue to evolve amid shifting domestic and
international dynamics. As regional actors navigate challenges of governance,
security, and development, the outcomes will have profound implications not
only for the Middle East but for global geopolitical stability.

Politics Of The Middle East

  politics of the middle east: Contemporary Politics in the Middle East Beverley
Milton-Edwards, 2018-01-16 The fourth edition of this dynamic and popular text provides a
comprehensive introduction to contemporary politics in the Middle East. Fully revised and updated
throughout, it features a new chapter on the Arab Spring and its aftermath, plus a wide range of
vibrant case studies, data, questions for class discussion and suggestions for further reading.
Purposefully employing a clear thematic structure, the book begins by introducing key concepts and
contentious debates before outlining the impact of colonialism, and the rise and relevance of Arab
nationalism in the region. Major political issues affecting the Middle East are then explored in full.
These include political economy, conflict, political Islam, gender, the regional democracy deficit, and
ethnicity and minorities. The book also examines the role of key foreign actors, such as the USA,
Russia and the EU, and concludes with an in-depth analysis of the Arab uprisings and their impact in
an era of uncertainty.
  politics of the middle east: The Politics of the Middle East Monte Palmer, 2002 Political
uprisings, religious significance, and petroleum resources have combined to make the political life of
the Middle East crucially important to the rest of the world. This book begins with an introduction to
key aspects of Middle Eastern politics, including the influences of tribalism, kinship, and the Islamic
faith. The remaining chapters provide a closer look at six countries whose politics are likely to
determine the region's future: Egypt, Israel, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Iran. Each chapter begins
with an exploration of the country's history, then provides an overview of the major political
institutions and groups that shape current events. Particular attention is paid to the influence of
elite groups and individuals. Next, the discussion examines the context of the country's politics:
political culture, political economy, and international influence. Each chapter concludes with a look
at the probable course of the country's politics over the next decade and beyond.
  politics of the middle east: Politics in the Middle East James A. Bill, Carl Leiden, 1984
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  politics of the middle east: Politics and Change in the Middle East Roy Andersen, Robert
F. Seibert, Jon G. Wagner, 2004 Politics and Change in the Middle East presents the politics of this
area by discussing the economic, historical, social science, popular culture, and religious issues. It
incorporates historical perspectives with contemporary material, giving readers the necessary
background to make informed judgments on the politics of the region today. Comprehensive in its
scope, this book covers traditional cultures of the region, the foundations of Islam, issues and events
in the region from A.D. 632 to 1990, religious politics, culture, and social life, political leaders, the
economic setting, and the events of 9/11/2001. For employees in corporations that deal with the
region of the Middle East, where an understanding of the history and culture is necessary.
  politics of the middle east: Government and Politics of the Contemporary Middle East Tareq
Y. Ismael, 2015-10-05 This exciting new edition of the successful textbook for students of Middle
Eastern politics provides a highly relevant and comprehensive introduction to the complexities of a
region in constant flux. Combining a thematic framework for examining patterns of politics with
individual chapters dedicated to specific countries, the book places the very latest developments and
long-standing issues within an historical context, introducing key concepts from comparative politics
to further explore the interaction between Middle Eastern history and the region’s contemporary
political development. Presenting information in an accessible and inclusive format, the book offers:
• Coverage of the historical influence of colonialism and major world powers on the shaping of the
modern Middle East. • A detailed examination of the legacy of Islam. • Analysis of the political and
social aspects of Middle Eastern life: alienation between state and society, poverty and social
inequality, ideological crises and renewal. • Case studies on countries in the Northern Belt (Turkey
and Iran); the Fertile Crescent (Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, Israel/Palestine); and those West and East
of the Red Sea (Egypt and the members of the Gulf Cooperation Council), moving through an
historical examination to close analysis of the most recent developments and their political and
social impacts. • Extensive pedagogical features, including original maps and further reading
sections, provide essential support for the reader. A key introductory text for students of Middle
Eastern politics and history at advanced undergraduate and postgraduate levels, this new edition
has been extensively updated to also become a timely and significant reference for policy-makers
and any motivated reader.
  politics of the middle east: Kurdish Politics in the Middle East Nader Entessar, 2009-11-05
Kurdish Politics in the Middle East analyzes political and social dimensions of Kurdish integration
into the mainstream socio-political life in Iran, Iraq, and Turkey. Its central thesis is that ethnic
conflict constitutes a major challenge to the contemporary nation-state system in the Middle East.
Long vanquished is the illusion of the melting pot, or the concept that assimilation is an inexorable
process produced by modernization and the emergence of a relatively strong and centralized
nation-state system in the region. Perhaps no single phenomenon highlights this thesis more than
the historical Kurdish struggle for self-determination. This book's focus is on Kurdish politics and its
relationship with broader regional and global developments that affect the Kurds. It does not claim
to cover everything Kurdish, and it does not promote the political agenda of any group, movement,
or country.
  politics of the middle east: An Introduction to the Modern Middle East David S. Sorenson,
2013-11-12 Combining elements of comparative politics with a country-by-country analysis, author
David S. Sorenson provides a complete and accessible introduction to the modern Middle East. With
an emphasis on the politics of the region, the text also dedicates chapters specifically to the history,
religions, and economies of countries in the Persian (Arabian) Gulf, the Eastern Mediterranean, and
North Africa. In each country chapter, a brief political history is followed by discussions of
democratization, religious politics, women's issues, civil society, economic development,
privatization, and foreign relations. In this updated and revised second edition, An Introduction to
the Modern Middle East includes new material on the Arab Spring, the changes in Turkish politics,
the Iranian nuclear issues, and the latest efforts to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian dilemma.
Introductory chapters provide an important thematic overview for each of the book's individual



country chapters and short vignettes throughout the book offer readers a chance for personal
reflection.
  politics of the middle east: Politics & Society in the Contemporary Middle East Michele
Penner Angrist, 2010 This cutting-edge, and at the same time lively and accessible, examination of
the domestic politics of the Middle East has been carefully designed to meet the needs of the
university classroom. Eight thematic chapters introduce the subject and explore the region-wide
dynamics of governments and oppositions, international politics, political economy, civil society,
religion and politics, identity politics, and gender and family issues. These themes are then
systematically explored with regard to Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, the
Palestinian Authority, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, and the UAE. The result is an insightful overview
and analysis that both provides a wealth of information and encourages comparative, critical
thinking by students at all levels.
  politics of the middle east: The Government and Politics of the Middle East and North Africa
Mark Gasiorowski, 2016-07-12 With recent upheavals in the Middle East and North Africa, the
eighth edition of The Government and Politics of the Middle East and North Africa has been
thoroughly revised to provide a necessary, comprehensive and current examination of the domestic
politics and foreign policies of this crucial region. A newly expanded introduction provides students
with a comparative and thematic overview of the region, from its political regimes and electoral
institutions to its economic and social concerns. Each chapter, written by an invited specialist, uses
a common framework to explore the historical background, social and political environment, political
structure and dynamics, and foreign policy of a country. Chapters are augmented by a country map,
a box providing key facts, and an annotated bibliography summarizing the major literature. The
eighth edition provides vital new considerations of the aftermath of the Arab Spring, the ongoing
sectarian violence and rise of ISIS, and the growth of social forces like youth movements and
women's rights groups. In addition, the inclusion of six new contributors brings fresh perspectives,
ensuring that The Government and Politics of the Middle East and North Africa remains an essential
guide to the region's political landscape.
  politics of the middle east: Kurdish Politics in the Middle East Rebwar Rawf Salih, 2025-02-05
This book, operating within the domain of political sociology, undertakes a comprehensive
examination of the Kurdistan Regional Government's (KRG) internal challenges. It centres on the
erosion of trust within the KRG's governance structures and its diminishing influence vis-à-vis the
central government in Baghdad. Pivoting on the contemporary era of the region, marked by the US
invasion of Iraq, the chapters provide an empirically rigorous chronological account of Kurdish
influence on the Iraqi political landscape up until the pivotal 2017 independence referendum. The
book analyses the complex array of factors contributing to the KRG's perceived failures, offering
valuable insights and lessons that may be gleaned from these developments, and meticulously
dissects the intricate interplay of political, economic, and military dynamics that have shaped the
KRG's trajectory. Salih unravels the paradox of Kurdish leaders and political parties, seemingly
engaged in self-defeating actions, yet retaining their positions of power and influence. Drawing on
established sociological methodologies, the book presents an in-depth exploration of the motivations
and mechanisms underpinning these enigmatic behaviours. Providing readers with a comprehensive
exploration of Kurdish politics within a broader regional context, the book invites readers to engage
with its analytical rigour, offering a scholarly lens through which to assess the KRG's intricate
challenges and opportunities for the future.
  politics of the middle east: Government and Politics of the Contemporary Middle East
Tareq Y. Ismael, Jacqueline S. Ismael, 2011 This is an introductory text for undergraduate students
of Middle Eastern politics. It provides comprehensive coverage of the region through both a
thematic framework examining patterns of politics, and also individual chapters dedicated to specific
countries.
  politics of the middle east: Area Studies and Social Science Mark A. Tessler, Jodi
Nachtwey, Anne Banda, 1999 The volume edited by Mark Tessler addresses a set of critical issues



confronting all social scientists whose field of inquiry is extra-American.... Tessler and his
contributors succeed admirably in their goal. --American Historical Review How should scholars
construct knowledge about politics, economics, and international relations in major world regions?
According to the contributors to this lively volume, the conflicting approaches of regional specialists
and discipline-oriented social scientists must be combined to provide a firm foundation for studying
the contemporary politics of the Middle East. Contributors are Lisa Anderson, Anne Banda, Laurie A.
Brand, Laura Zittrain Eisenberg, John P. Entelis, Clement M. Henry, Magda Kandil, Baghat Korany,
Jodi Nachtwey, Augustus Richard Norton, and Mark Tessler.
  politics of the middle east: Politics in the Middle East James A. Bill, Robert Springborg, 1994
This work examines the issues, problems and processes found in the politics of the region in an
analytical framework. It looks at particular events which have cut across the region both
chronologically and geographically. It also focuses on a number of changes in ideologies, patterns of
authority and political economies of Middle-Eastern states. democracy and human rights, expanding
Islamic activism; responses by governments to both these trends, substandard economic growth and
the region's high-level militarization.
  politics of the middle east: Sectarianization Nader Hashemi, Danny Postel, 2017-03-15 As the
Middle East descends ever deeper into violence and chaos, 'sectarianism' has become a catch-all
explanation for the region's troubles. The turmoil is attributed to 'ancient sectarian differences',
putatively primordial forces that make violent conflict intractable. In media and policy discussions,
sectarianism has come to possess trans-historical causal power. This book trenchantly challenges
the lazy use of 'sectarianism' as a magic-bullet explanation for the region's ills, focusing on how
various conflicts in the Middle East have morphed from non-sectarian (or cross-sectarian) and
nonviolent movements into sectarian wars. Through multiple case studies -- including Syria, Iraq,
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Yemen and Kuwait -- this book maps the dynamics of
sectarianisation, exploring not only how but also why it has taken hold. The contributors examine
the constellation of forces -- from those within societies to external factors such as the Saudi-Iran
rivalry -- that drive the sectarianisation process and explore how the region's politics can be
de-sectarianised. Featuring leading scholars -- and including historians, anthropologists, political
scientists and international relations theorists -- this book will redefine the terms of debate on one of
the most critical issues in international affairs today.
  politics of the middle east: Middle Eastern Themes Jacob M. Landau, 2015-07-24 This volume,
first published in 1973, brings together a wide range of Professor Landau’s work on recent Middle
Eastern history and politics, reflecting the breadth of the author’s concern and research. The first
section deals with aspects of political organisation in the Middle East, largely Egypt, towards the
end of the nineteenth century. A little-known plan of the Islamic reformer al-Afghani is discussed,
showing him in a rather more political light than the religious haze which normally surrounds this
pan-Islamic campaigner. The role of the influential secret societies in modern Egypt is outlined, and
the politics behind the fluctuations in the degree of responsibility allowed to Egyptian ministers is
examined. This section is concluded by a chapter on two proposals for the establishment of a Jewish
homeland in the Sudan in the early days of Zionism, throwing interesting light on the differing aims
of early Zionists and alternative historical paths that might have been taken. The second section of
the book contains studies on the Jewish situation in nineteenth-century Egypt, focusing on their
position within the larger Muslim society and on socio-economic factors, as well as on the career of
James Sanua (‘Abu Naddara’), an Egyptian Jew who played a prominent part in nationalist agitation.
The two final parts of the book turn to recent and contemporary electoral politics in the Middle East,
with special attention being paid to the political leadership and voting behaviour of the Arabs in
Israel. Other studies deal with elections in Lebanon and Turkey, and the final chapter analyses the
militant right-wing elements in the Turkish political spectrum.
  politics of the middle east: Arab and Regional Politics in the Middle East P.J. Vatikiotis,
2015-07-24 Three main themes are explored in this book, first published in 1984: the first is the
problem of religion and politics as a major and long-standing preoccupation of Middle-easterners or



Arab Muslims themselves; the second is that of the conflict-ridden inter-Arab and regional politics,
approached largely from a local rather than an international perspective; the third deals with Egypt.
The book also enquires into the nature of rule and regimes in the Middle East, the basis of authority
and the arrangements for the organisation, exercise and use of power. Drawing examples from
Egypt and the Fertile Crescent, the emphasis is on the relation between tradition and politics,
historical evolution and state policy, domestic factors and external constraints.
  politics of the middle east: An Introduction to the Politics of the Middle East Ramesh
Chandra Ghosh, 1954
  politics of the middle east: Governments and Politics of the Middle East in the
Twentieth Century Hisham Sharabi, 1962
  politics of the middle east: International Politics and the Middle East Leon Carl Brown, 1984
The Description for this book, International Politics and the Middle East: Old Rules, Dangerous
Game, will be forthcoming.
  politics of the middle east: Rethinking Middle East Politics Simon Bromley, 1994-01-01
Rethinking Middle East Politics considers a range of debates on the character of political and
socioeconomic development in the Middle East, focusing on the linked processes of state formation
and capitalist development. Simon Bromley seeks to reformulate the central questions involved in
the study of state formation. He builds a comparative framework based on an examination of key
developmental processes in Turkey, Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Iran and offers a range of
substantive theses on the place of democracy and Islam in the region. His findings explain a very
large part of what appears to be significant in the emergence of the modern Middle East. Rethinking
Middle East Politics presents a new way of analyzing politics in the Middle East, offering a
perspective that has major implications for rethinking Third World politics more generally and for
the social and political theory of modernity.
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2006, kun hänen miehensä Jukka S. Jopa miljoonan euron korvaukset. Syksy 2009 Auer pidätetään ja
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magazine published in Helsinki, Finland
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