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Cessna 172RG Parts Catalog 1980-85: Your Ultimate Guide to Cessna 172 RG
Parts

cessna 172rg parts catalog 1980 85 cessna 172 rg parts is an essential
resource for owners, mechanics, and aviation enthusiasts who work with the
Cessna 172RG model produced between 1980 and 1985. Whether you're restoring
one of these classic aircraft, performing routine maintenance, or simply
seeking reliable parts, understanding the nuances of this parts catalog can
save you time and ensure safety in the air. In this article, we’ll dive deep
into the significance of the Cessna 172RG parts catalog from that era,
explore the key components, and share practical advice on sourcing and
maintaining your aircraft with the right parts.

Understanding the Cessna 172RG Model and Its
Unique Parts Requirements

The Cessna 172RG, produced from the late 1970s through the mid-1980s, stands
out as a notable variant of the classic Cessna 172. The “RG” designation
refers to “Retractable Gear,” which means this model features retractable
landing gear instead of the fixed gear found on most other 172 models. This
design difference significantly impacts the parts you’ll need for
maintenance, repair, and replacement.

Because of its retractable gear system, the 172RG incorporates specialized
hydraulic components, actuators, and gear doors, all of which require
specific parts that aren’t interchangeable with fixed-gear 172s. That’'s why
the Cessna 172rg parts catalog 1980 85 cessna 172 rg parts is such a critical
document for owners and mechanics—it helps identify the exact components
required for this unique aircraft configuration.

The Importance of the 1980-85 Parts Catalog

The parts catalog from 1980 to 1985 is particularly valuable because it
covers the production years that include some of the most refined versions of
the 172RG. Over these years, Cessna made incremental improvements and updates
to systems, so having the correct catalog ensures you’re referencing parts
that match your aircraft’s specific serial number and production batch.

Without this precise catalog, you risk ordering incompatible parts, which can
lead to installation issues or even compromise flight safety. This is
especially true for critical systems like the retractable landing gear,



engine components, and avionics.

Key Components Listed in the Cessna 172RG Parts
Catalog 1980-85

A comprehensive parts catalog for the 172RG model covers a wide range of
systems and components. Some of the major categories include:

Landing Gear System Parts

The retractable landing gear system is the hallmark of the 172RG. The parts
catalog details everything from:

e Hydraulic actuators and pumps responsible for gear extension and
retraction

e Gear struts, wheels, and tires specific to the RG model

e Gear doors and related hardware

e Switches, sensors, and warning systems associated with gear position
indication

Because these components endure significant mechanical stress, sourcing
genuine or approved replacement parts is vital.

Engine and Propeller Components

The 172RG models from 1980 to 1985 typically feature the Continental 0-320 or
0-360 engines, paired with constant-speed propellers. The parts catalog
includes:

Engine parts such as cylinders, pistons, valves, and gaskets

Ignition systems, including magnetos and spark plugs

Propeller blades, hubs, and pitch control mechanisms

Fuel system components like carburetors, filters, and pumps



Maintaining these parts according to the catalog ensures optimal engine
performance and longevity.

Avionics and Electrical Systems

The 1980-85 172RG models often came equipped with a range of avionics
options, including radios, transponders, and navigation aids. The parts
catalog covers:

e Wiring harnesses and connectors

e Switches, circuit breakers, and lighting components

e Instruments for flight data, engine monitoring, and navigation

Having access to the correct part numbers and descriptions helps prevent
wiring errors and ensures compatibility.

Where to Find and How to Use the Cessna 172RG
Parts Catalog 1980-85

If you're looking to acquire the official parts catalog for the 1980-85
Cessna 172RG, there are several avenues you can explore:

Official Sources and Manufacturer Support

Cessna, now part of Textron Aviation, can be contacted for official
maintenance manuals and parts catalogs. While some documents may be available
digitally, others might require purchase or subscription. Authorized dealers
and service centers also typically have access to these catalogs.

Online Aviation Communities and Marketplaces

Many aircraft owners and mechanics share scanned copies or original parts
catalogs on aviation forums, pilot groups, and specialized websites. Popular
platforms include:

e Pilot forums like AOPA and EAA



e Aviation-specific marketplaces such as Aircraft Spruce or Controller

e Dedicated vintage aircraft restoration sites

These resources can be invaluable for finding hard-to-locate parts or advice
on maintenance.

Using the Catalog Effectively

When working with the catalog, it’s important to:

1. Identify your aircraft’s serial number and model year to ensure parts
compatibility.

2. Cross-reference part numbers carefully, especially if you are
substituting parts or upgrading components.

3. Keep detailed records of parts ordered and installed for future
reference and resale value.

Tips for Maintaining Your Cessna 172RG with the
Right Parts

Working on a Cessna 172RG requires attention to detail and a commitment to
safety. Here are some practical tips to keep in mind:

Prioritize OEM or Approved Parts

While aftermarket parts can sometimes be more affordable, using Original
Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or FAA-approved parts is crucial for maintaining
airworthiness. The parts catalog helps you identify these approved
components.

Regularly Inspect the Retractable Gear System

The retractable gear mechanism is more complex than fixed gear and demands
frequent inspections. Pay special attention to hydraulic lines, seals, and
actuators listed in the catalog to prevent unexpected failures.



Keep Manuals and Parts Catalogs Handy

Having the parts catalog accessible during maintenance ensures you can verify
part numbers on the spot and avoid ordering mistakes. Digital versions on
tablets or print copies in your hangar are both helpful.

Consult Experienced Mechanics

If you’'re new to working on the 172RG or uncertain about specific components,
consulting a mechanic familiar with this model can save you headaches and
keep your aircraft in top shape.

Why the Cessna 172RG from 1980-85 Remains
Popular and the Role of Parts Availability

Despite being several decades old, the Cessna 172RG remains a favorite among
private pilots and flight schools due to its versatility and performance. The
retractable gear offers improved speed and efficiency, making it a step up
from the standard 172.

However, the continued popularity is closely tied to the availability of
parts. The comprehensive cessna 172rg parts catalog 1980 85 cessna 172 rg
parts ensures that owners can maintain these planes safely and economically.
Without easy access to detailed parts information, maintaining these older
aircraft would become prohibitively difficult.

In essence, the parts catalog bridges the gap between the aircraft’s vintage
status and its ongoing operational reliability, keeping these beloved
airplanes flying for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a Cessna 172RG parts catalog for
the years 1980-19857?

You can find the Cessna 172RG parts catalog for 1980-1985 through official
Cessna service centers, aviation maintenance suppliers, or online aviation
parts databases such as Aircraft Spruce or Aviation Megastore.

What are the key components listed in the Cessna



172RG parts catalog for 1980-85 models?

The parts catalog typically includes components such as the retractable
landing gear system, engine parts, avionics, airframe components, control
surfaces, and electrical systems specific to the 1980-85 Cessna 172RG models.

Is the Cessna 172RG parts catalog from 1980-1985
compatible with later model parts?

Some parts may be compatible, but many components, especially those related
to the retractable landing gear and engine, might differ. It is essential to
verify part numbers and specifications before using parts from different
model years.

Are there digital versions available for the
1980-1985 Cessna 172RG parts catalog?

Yes, digital versions of the Cessna 172RG parts catalog for 1980-1985 may be
available through aviation forums, official Cessna websites, or third-party
aviation document repositories.

How important is using the correct parts catalog for
maintenance on a Cessna 172RG from 1980-857?

Using the correct parts catalog is crucial to ensure maintenance is performed
with the right components, maintaining aircraft safety, compliance with
regulations, and preventing mechanical failures.

Can I order replacement parts for a 1980-85 Cessna
172RG directly from Cessna?

Yes, you can order replacement parts directly from Textron Aviation (Cessna’s
parent company) or authorized dealers, referencing the specific part numbers
from the 1980-85 parts catalog to ensure accuracy.

What are common parts that may need replacement on a
1980-85 Cessna 172RG according to the parts catalog?

Common replacement parts include landing gear components, brake assemblies,
engine gaskets, control cables, and avionics parts, as these are subject to
wear and tear over time in Cessna 172RG aircraft from 1980-85.

Additional Resources
Cessna 172RG Parts Catalog 1980-85: Comprehensive Guide to 172 RG Components



cessna 172rg parts catalog 1980 85 cessna 172 rg parts represents an
essential resource for owners, operators, and maintenance professionals
working with this specific retractable-gear variant of the iconic Cessna 172.
The 172RG, produced primarily during the early 1980s, combines the
reliability and familiarity of the Cessna 172 platform with the added
complexity of retractable landing gear, making access to a detailed and
accurate parts catalog critical for upkeep and repairs. Understanding the
intricacies of the 1980 to 1985 model years and their parts requirements not
only improves maintenance efficiency but also ensures compliance with FAA
regulations and airworthiness standards.

Understanding the 1980-1985 Cessna 172RG Models

The Cessna 172RG, manufactured between 1980 and 1985, stands out as a unique
iteration of the popular 172 series. Featuring retractable landing gear —
hence the “RG” designation — this model offers enhanced cruise speeds and
improved aerodynamics compared to its fixed-gear counterparts. However, the
inclusion of retractable gear introduces additional mechanical complexity and
necessitates specialized components not found in standard 172s.

During this five-year production span, the 172RG saw incremental updates in
avionics, engine configurations, and parts specifications. As a result, the
parts catalog for the 1980-85 172RG models is an indispensable tool that
catalogs these variations and guides maintenance teams through the
appropriate selection of replacement parts.

Significance of the 172RG Parts Catalog

An authentic Cessna 172rg parts catalog from 1980-85 serves multiple critical
functions:

e Identification: Helps identify the exact part numbers applicable to the
retractable gear system and other aircraft subsystems.

e Compatibility: Ensures that replacement components meet manufacturer
specifications and FAA certification requirements.

e Maintenance Planning: Assists mechanics in anticipating necessary parts
for scheduled inspections or unexpected repairs.

e Inventory Management: Helps parts suppliers and owners maintain an
accurate inventory of essential components.

Given the age of these aircraft, many parts are no longer in production,



making the catalog’s detailed cross-references to aftermarket or serviceable
used parts invaluable.

Key Components Covered in the 1980-85 Cessna
172RG Parts Catalog

The catalog comprehensively covers all parts specific to the 172RG, with
special emphasis on areas where the retractable gear design impacts component
selection.

Landing Gear and Retraction Mechanism

The most critical and complex subsystem in the 172RG is the retractable
landing gear assembly. The parts catalog includes:

e Gear legs and actuators: Hydraulic or electric actuators responsible for
gear extension and retraction.
* Door assemblies: Gear doors and their hinges, actuators, and seals.

e Control linkages: Mechanical linkages connecting cockpit controls to
gear mechanisms.

e Hydraulic components: Pumps, valves, and reservoirs specific to the
landing gear system.

e Warning systems: Sensors and indicators that alert pilots to gear
position status.

Each part is indexed with detailed drawings, service bulletins, and notes on
wear tolerances or common failure points. This ensures that maintenance
personnel can diagnose and address gear system issues efficiently.

Engine and Propeller Assembly

While the 172RG shares many engine components with other 172 variants, the
catalog identifies specific parts related to the 160-horsepower Lycoming
engines used during this period, including:

e Propeller governor assemblies



e Spinner and propeller blades suited for retractable gear aerodynamics

e Engine mount variations accommodating vibration dampeners

The parts catalog clarifies distinctions between fixed-pitch and constant-
speed propeller configurations, both relevant to the 1980-85 172RG models.

Airframe and Control Surfaces

Although largely consistent with other 172 models, the 172RG’s airframe
includes reinforced structures in the landing gear mounting areas. The
catalog specifies:

e Fuselage skin panels

e Wing spars and ribs with modification notes for retractable gear bays

e Control cables and pulleys

e Flap assemblies and actuators

This level of detail is crucial for structural repairs or modifications.

Locating and Utilizing the 1980-85 Cessna 172RG
Parts Catalog

Locating a genuine and up-to-date parts catalog for the 1980-85 Cessna 172RG
can be a challenge due to the aircraft’s age and limited production run.
However, several avenues exist:

Official Cessna and Textron Archives

Textron Aviation, Cessna’s parent company, maintains archives and parts
manuals accessible to owners and maintenance facilities. These manuals often
include exploded views, part numbers, and maintenance notes.

Third-Party Suppliers and Restoration Specialists



Specialized suppliers of vintage aircraft parts frequently reproduce or
digitize original catalogs. These sources often provide enhanced search
capabilities and cross-reference modern equivalents or serviceable used
parts.

Online Databases and Owner Forums

Online aviation communities and databases sometimes share scanned copies of
the 172RG parts catalogs. While convenient, these unofficial sources should
be cross-checked against official documentation.

Best Practices for Catalog Utilization

e Verify Part Numbers: Always confirm part numbers against serial numbers
and model year specifics to avoid incompatibility.

e Consult Service Bulletins: Review any FAA or manufacturer-issued service
bulletins that may affect part selection or installation.

e Maintain Documentation: Keep detailed maintenance records referencing
catalog parts to aid future inspections or audits.

Challenges and Considerations in Maintaining
1980-85 Cessna 172RG Parts

Maintaining a 172RG from this era involves navigating several challenges:

Parts Availability

Some retractable gear components and specialized fittings have become scarce
due to discontinued production lines. This scarcity can lead to increased
costs and longer lead times.

Compatibility Issues

Variations within the 1980-85 production range mean that parts
interchangeability is not always straightforward. Using the parts catalog to
verify exact configurations mitigates the risk of installing incompatible



components.

Regulatory Compliance

FAA regulations require that replacement parts meet airworthiness standards.
Using the catalog ensures that parts are sourced according to manufacturer-
approved specifications.

Comparative Overview: 1980-85 172RG vs. Other
Cessna 172 Variants

When compared to fixed-gear Cessna 172s of the same era, the 172RG’s parts
catalog reflects significant differences:

e Complexity: The retractable gear system adds numerous specialized parts
absent from fixed-gear models.

* Weight and Performance: The retractable gear reduces drag, improving
cruise speeds, but requires additional maintenance attention.

e Cost Implications: Parts and maintenance costs for the 172RG are
generally higher due to the gear system’s complexity.

These distinctions highlight the importance of a dedicated parts catalog
tailored to the 172RG’s unique characteristics.

The Role of the Parts Catalog in Aircraft
Longevity

A well-maintained Cessna 172RG relies heavily on access to accurate parts
information. The 1980-85 cessna 172rg parts catalog is more than a simple
inventory; it is a roadmap to preserving the aircraft’s performance, safety,
and value over decades. For owners and maintenance providers, this catalog
facilitates informed decision-making, helping extend the operational life of
these classic retractable-gear aircraft.

In summary, the cessna 172rg parts catalog 1980 85 cessna 172 rg parts
embodies a critical tool for anyone involved with this particular aircraft
model. Its detailed breakdown of components, compatibility notes, and
maintenance guidelines supports the ongoing viability of the 172RG fleet,
ensuring these airplanes remain a reliable choice for pilots who value both



tradition and enhanced performance.
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