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A History of Latin America Keen: Exploring the Rich Tapestry of the Region

a history of latin america keen enthusiasts often find themselves captivated
by the complex and vibrant narratives that have shaped this vast region. From
ancient civilizations to colonial struggles, independence movements, and
modern transformations, Latin America offers a fascinating chronicle filled
with cultural diversity, resilience, and profound historical significance.
Whether you’re a student, traveler, or history buff, diving into this history
provides a meaningful understanding of how Latin America’s past influences
its present and future.

Early Civilizations: Foundations of Latin
America

To truly appreciate a history of Latin America keen readers admire, it’s
essential to start with the indigenous cultures that thrived long before
European contact. The region was home to some of the most advanced pre-
Columbian civilizations, including the Maya, Aztec, and Inca empires.

The Maya Civilization

The Maya civilization, flourishing in what is now southern Mexico, Guatemala,
Belize, and Honduras, is renowned for its sophisticated writing system,
astronomical knowledge, and architectural achievements. They built impressive
cities like Tikal and Palenque, characterized by towering pyramids and
intricate stone carvings. Understanding the Maya legacy offers insights into
early urban development and the cultural wealth of ancient Latin America.

The Aztecs and Their Empire

In central Mexico, the Aztec Empire emerged as a dominant force in the 14th
and 15th centuries. The capital city of Tenochtitlan, located where Mexico
City stands today, was a bustling metropolis with advanced infrastructure,
including canals and marketplaces. The Aztecs practiced complex religious
rituals and left behind a rich artistic tradition that continues to influence
Mexican culture.

The Inca Empire: The Andean Powerhouse



Spanning vast territories along the Andes mountains, the Inca Empire was the
largest in pre-Columbian America. Known for their impressive road systems,
agricultural terraces, and architectural marvels like Machu Picchu, the Incas
demonstrated extraordinary engineering and governance skills. Their
sophisticated administration helped maintain cohesion across diverse ethnic
groups within the empire.

The Age of Exploration and Colonization

The arrival of Europeans in the late 15th century dramatically altered the
course of Latin American history. A history of Latin America keen followers
recognize this period as one of profound upheaval, marked by conquest,
colonization, and cultural exchange — often with devastating consequences for
indigenous populations.

Spanish and Portuguese Conquests

Christopher Columbus’s voyages, sponsored by Spain, opened the door for
European exploration. Soon after, conquistadors like Hernán Cortés and
Francisco Pizarro toppled the Aztec and Inca empires, respectively. Portugal,
meanwhile, established its presence in Brazil, creating a colonial empire
that would shape the language and culture of much of South America.

Colonial Administration and Economy

Spain and Portugal implemented colonial systems that extracted resources and
imposed European social and religious structures. The encomienda system
forced indigenous labor, while the introduction of African slaves added
another layer of complexity to the demographic landscape. The colonial
economy thrived on mining precious metals and agricultural exports, which
tied Latin America into global trade networks.

Struggles for Independence

A history of Latin America keen historians often point to the 19th century as
a transformative era when colonies sought freedom from European rule.
Inspired by Enlightenment ideals and other revolutions worldwide, Latin
American nations embarked on turbulent journeys toward sovereignty.



Key Figures in Independence Movements

Leaders like Simón Bolívar, José de San Martín, and Miguel Hidalgo became
symbols of liberation. Bolívar’s vision of a united Latin America influenced
many independence movements across northern South America, while San Martín’s
campaigns helped free Argentina, Chile, and Peru. These heroes’ stories
reveal the complexities of nationalist aspirations and regional identities.

Challenges of Post-Independence Nation-Building

After independence, many Latin American countries faced political
instability, economic difficulties, and ongoing conflicts. Fragmentation and
regionalism often hindered efforts to establish strong, unified states. The
legacy of colonial borders and social hierarchies continued to affect
governance and development.

Modern Latin America: Social Movements and
Global Influence

Understanding a history of Latin America keen observers involves appreciating
the region’s evolution through the 20th and 21st centuries. Latin America has
experienced waves of reform, revolution, and democratization that reflect its
dynamic social fabric.

20th-Century Revolutions and Reforms

From the Mexican Revolution in the early 1900s to the Cuban Revolution of
1959, Latin American countries grappled with issues like land reform, social
justice, and economic inequality. These events often inspired leftist
movements and reshaped political landscapes, influencing global Cold War
dynamics.

Economic Development and Challenges

Latin America’s economies have oscillated between growth and crisis, with
periods of industrialization, debt challenges, and neoliberal reforms.
Countries like Brazil, Mexico, and Argentina have emerged as regional powers,
while others continue to face poverty and underdevelopment. Understanding
these economic patterns helps explain contemporary social issues and
international relations.



Cultural Renaissance and Identity

Latin America is celebrated for its rich cultural output, including
literature, music, and art. Writers like Gabriel García Márquez and Pablo
Neruda brought global attention to Latin American narratives. The region’s
indigenous and Afro-Latinx populations continue to reclaim and celebrate
their heritage, contributing to a vibrant and evolving cultural identity.

Tips for Exploring Latin America’s History
Keenly

For anyone eager to deepen their knowledge of a history of Latin America
keenly, here are some helpful approaches:

Engage with Primary Sources: Reading original documents, letters, and
indigenous accounts can provide authentic perspectives often missing
from traditional histories.

Visit Historical Sites: Exploring archaeological sites like Chichen Itza
or colonial cities such as Cartagena offers tangible connections to the
past.

Understand Regional Diversity: Latin America is not monolithic.
Recognizing the distinct histories of Central America, the Caribbean,
and South America enriches your understanding.

Follow Contemporary Scholarship: New archaeological discoveries and
historical interpretations continually reshape our knowledge of Latin
America’s past.

A history of Latin America keen readers know is not just about dates and
events but about the stories of people who built, resisted, and transformed
this extraordinary region. The interplay between indigenous traditions,
colonial legacies, and modern challenges makes Latin America a fascinating
subject of study and appreciation. As you explore these narratives, you’ll
gain a deeper appreciation for the resilience and cultural wealth that define
Latin America today.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main focus of 'A History of Latin
America' by Keen?
'A History of Latin America' by Benjamin Keen provides a comprehensive
overview of the political, social, and economic history of Latin America from
pre-Columbian times to the modern era.

How does Keen's 'A History of Latin America' address
indigenous cultures?
Keen's work emphasizes the rich diversity of indigenous cultures and their
significant impact on Latin American history, highlighting their resilience
and influence despite colonization.

What time periods does 'A History of Latin America'
cover?
The book covers a broad timeline, starting from pre-Columbian civilizations,
through the colonial period, independence movements, and up to contemporary
developments in Latin America.

Why is Benjamin Keen's 'A History of Latin America'
considered a key text in Latin American studies?
It is considered key because of its thorough research, balanced perspective,
and accessible writing style that provides readers with a clear understanding
of the complexities of Latin American history.

Does Keen discuss the impact of European
colonization in 'A History of Latin America'?
Yes, Keen discusses the profound effects of European colonization on Latin
America's demographics, culture, economy, and political structures.

How does 'A History of Latin America' by Keen handle
the topic of Latin American independence movements?
The book explores the causes, key figures, and consequences of independence
movements across Latin America, analyzing their role in shaping modern
nation-states.

Additional Resources
**A History of Latin America Keen: Tracing the Complex Tapestry of a
Continent**



a history of latin america keen invites a deep exploration into the intricate
and multifaceted development of one of the world’s most vibrant regions.
Latin America, stretching from Mexico through Central America to the southern
tip of South America, encompasses a rich mosaic of indigenous cultures,
colonial legacies, and modern political transformations. Its history reflects
a dynamic interplay of conquest, resistance, cultural blending, and economic
evolution that continues to shape its identity today.

Understanding the history of Latin America keenly requires delving beyond
broad strokes to appreciate the nuanced forces that have defined its
trajectory. From pre-Columbian civilizations to European colonization,
independence movements, and contemporary challenges, the region’s past is
marked by both profound achievements and enduring struggles. This article
seeks to provide an analytical overview of key historical phases, shedding
light on the socio-political and economic shifts that characterize Latin
America’s past and present.

Pre-Columbian Civilizations: Foundations of
Latin American Identity

Before European contact, Latin America was home to some of the most advanced
and diverse indigenous civilizations in the world. The Aztecs in present-day
Mexico, the Maya in Central America, and the Inca in the Andean region of
South America exemplify complex societies with sophisticated political
structures, rich cultural traditions, and impressive architectural
achievements.

The Maya civilization, flourishing between 250 and 900 AD, developed a highly
accurate calendar system and advanced hieroglyphic writing, while the Aztecs
established a powerful empire centered on Tenochtitlán, now Mexico City.
Meanwhile, the Inca Empire, with its capital at Cusco, boasted an extensive
road network and centralized administration that controlled vast territories
across mountainous terrain.

These pre-Columbian societies laid the groundwork for Latin America’s
cultural heritage, influencing language, religion, and social organization.
However, their histories were dramatically altered with the arrival of
European explorers in the late 15th century.

European Colonization: Conquest and Cultural
Transformation

The late 15th and early 16th centuries marked a turning point in the history
of Latin America keen observers recognize as the era of European conquest and
colonization. Initiated by Christopher Columbus’s voyages under the Spanish



crown in 1492, this period unleashed widespread upheaval. Spain and Portugal
emerged as dominant colonial powers following the Treaty of Tordesillas
(1494), which divided new territories between them.

Impact of Spanish and Portuguese Rule

Spanish colonization introduced a rigid social hierarchy rooted in race and
class, with European settlers and their descendants occupying privileged
positions. The encomienda system forced indigenous populations into labor,
often under brutal conditions, which, combined with diseases like smallpox,
decimated native communities.

Portugal’s colonization of Brazil followed a somewhat different trajectory,
with a greater emphasis on plantation agriculture and the importation of
African slaves to support sugarcane production. This established a
demographic and cultural landscape distinct from Spanish America,
characterized by a complex blend of indigenous, African, and European
influences.

Cultural Syncretism and Resistance

Despite colonization’s destructive impact, indigenous cultures persisted and
adapted. Syncretism became a hallmark of Latin American identity, where
indigenous beliefs merged with Catholicism introduced by missionaries. This
cultural fusion is evident in festivals, art, and religious practices that
continue to define the region.

Simultaneously, indigenous and African populations engaged in various forms
of resistance, from outright rebellion to subtle forms of cultural
preservation. These acts of defiance reveal the contested nature of colonial
rule and highlight the agency of marginalized groups throughout Latin
America’s history.

Independence Movements and Nation-Building

The late 18th and early 19th centuries witnessed a wave of independence
movements across Latin America, influenced by Enlightenment ideas and global
revolutions in the United States and France. Leaders such as Simón Bolívar,
José de San Martín, and Miguel Hidalgo became emblematic figures in the
struggle against colonial domination.

Key Characteristics of Latin American Independence



Unlike the relatively rapid and consolidated independence processes of the
United States, Latin American countries experienced protracted conflicts with
diverse outcomes. Fragmentation was common, resulting in the emergence of
multiple nation-states rather than a unified political entity. This
fragmentation was compounded by geographic challenges and entrenched social
inequalities inherited from colonial times.

Post-Independence Challenges

Newly independent states faced immense difficulties in establishing stable
governance structures. Many countries grappled with internal divisions,
caudillismo (strongman rule), and economic dependency on export commodities
such as silver, coffee, and sugar. These challenges underscored the
complexities of nation-building in a region marked by colonial legacies and
diverse populations.

Economic and Social Transformations in the 19th
and 20th Centuries

The history of Latin America keenly observes the evolution of its economies
and societies as they adapted to global changes. The export-led growth model
dominated much of the 19th and early 20th centuries, linking Latin American
economies to international markets primarily as suppliers of raw materials.

Industrialization and Urbanization

While industrialization progressed unevenly, some countries like Argentina,
Brazil, and Mexico developed significant urban centers and manufacturing
sectors. Urbanization transformed social dynamics, fostering new political
movements and labor organizations that challenged traditional elites.

Social Inequality and Reform Movements

Persistent social inequalities, particularly in land distribution and access
to education, fueled political unrest. Reformist and revolutionary movements
emerged, ranging from agrarian uprisings to Marxist-inspired guerrilla
warfare. The Cuban Revolution of 1959 stands out as a landmark event that
inspired leftist movements across the continent.



The Cold War Era and Political Turbulence

The geopolitical tensions of the Cold War deeply influenced Latin America’s
political landscape. The United States and the Soviet Union vied for
influence, often supporting opposing factions. This resulted in a series of
military coups, authoritarian regimes, and human rights violations during the
latter half of the 20th century.

Intervention and Authoritarianism

The U.S.-backed interventions, such as the 1973 Chilean coup against Salvador
Allende, exemplify external involvement in shaping the region’s political
destiny. Military dictatorships in countries like Argentina, Brazil, and
Guatemala employed repression and censorship to maintain control, leaving
lasting scars on civil society.

Transition to Democracy

By the late 1980s and early 1990s, many Latin American nations transitioned
back to democratic governance. These transitions were often fragile,
complicated by economic crises and social cleavages. Nevertheless, they
opened new avenues for political participation and human rights advocacy.

Contemporary Latin America: Challenges and
Opportunities

Today, Latin America stands at a crossroads shaped by its historical
legacies. The region faces persistent issues such as poverty, inequality,
corruption, and environmental degradation. However, it also benefits from
rich cultural diversity, abundant natural resources, and growing regional
integration efforts.

Economic Diversification and Regional Integration

Efforts to diversify economies beyond commodity exports include investment in
technology, manufacturing, and services. Regional organizations like MERCOSUR
and the Pacific Alliance strive to enhance trade and political cooperation,
reflecting a keen awareness of globalization’s demands.



Social Movements and Political Shifts

Recent decades have seen the rise of indigenous movements, feminist activism,
and demands for social justice. These forces challenge traditional power
structures and advocate for more inclusive policies. Simultaneously,
political polarization and populist governance reflect ongoing tensions
within Latin American societies.

---

A history of Latin America keenly reveals a region marked by resilience and
transformation. From its ancient roots through colonial upheaval and modern
challenges, Latin America’s story is one of continuous negotiation between
diverse identities, external influences, and internal aspirations.
Understanding this history provides critical insight into the region’s
current dynamics and future possibilities.
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  a history of latin america keen: A History of Latin America Benjamin Keen, 2009-05-13
This best-selling text for introductory Latin American history courses, A HISTROY OF LATIN
AMERICA, INTERNATIONAL EDITION, encompasses political and diplomatic theory, class structure
and economic organization, culture and religion, and the environment. The integrating framework is
the dependency theory, the most popular interpretation of Latin American history, which stresses
the economic relationship of Latin American nations to wealthier nations, particularly the United
States. Spanning pre-historic times to the present, A HISTROY OF LATIN AMERICA,
INTERNATIONAL EDITION uses both a chronological and a nation-by-nation approach, and includes
the most recent historical analysis and the most up-to-date research. This is the most streamlined
and cohesive edition yet, with substantial additions to pedagogy and chapter content. Expanded
coverage of social and cultural history includes women, indigenous cultures, and Afro-Latino
peoples.
  a history of latin america keen: A History of Latin America 8e Keen, 1992
  a history of latin america keen: A History of Latin America, Volume 1 Benjamin Keen, Keith
Haynes, 2012-01-20 This best-selling text for introductory Latin American history courses
encompasses political and diplomatic theory, class structure and economic organization, culture and
religion, and the environment. The integrating framework is the dependency theory, the most
popular interpretation of Latin American history, which stresses the economic relationship of Latin
American nations to wealthier nations, particularly the United States. Spanning pre-historic times to
the present, A HISTORY OF LATIN AMERICA takes both a chronological and a nation-by-nation
approach, and includes the most recent historical analysis and the most up-to-date scholarship. The
Ninth Edition includes expanded coverage of social and cultural history (including music)
throughout and increased attention to women, indigenous cultures, and Afro-Latino people assures
well balanced coverage of the region's diverse histories. Important Notice: Media content referenced
within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
  a history of latin america keen: A History of Latin America Benjamin Keen, Keith Haynes,
2008-07 This best-selling text for introductory Latin American history courses, A History of Latin
America, encompasses political and diplomatic theory, class structure and economic organization,
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culture and religion, and the environment. The integrating framework is the dependency theory, the
most popular interpretation of Latin American history, which stresses the economic relationship of
Latin American nations to wealthier nations, particularly the United States.Spanning pre-historic
times to the present, A History of Latin America uses both a chronological and a nation-by-nation
approach, and includes the most recent historical analysis and the most up-to-date research. This is
the most streamlined and cohesive edition yet, with substantial additions to pedagogy and chapter
content. Expanded coverage of social and cultural history includes women, indigenous cultures, and
Afro-Latino peoples.
  a history of latin america keen: A History of Latin America, Volume 2 Benjamin Keen,
Keith Haynes, 2012-01-20 This best-selling text for introductory Latin American history courses
encompasses political and diplomatic theory, class structure and economic organization, culture and
religion, and the environment. The integrating framework is the dependency theory, the most
popular interpretation of Latin American history, which stresses the economic relationship of Latin
American nations to wealthier nations, particularly the United States. Spanning pre-historic times to
the present, A HISTORY OF LATIN AMERICA takes both a chronological and a nation-by-nation
approach, and includes the most recent historical analysis and the most up-to-date scholarship. The
Ninth Edition includes expanded coverage of social and cultural history (including music)
throughout and increased attention to women, indigenous cultures, and Afro-Latino people assures
well balanced coverage of the region's diverse histories. Important Notice: Media content referenced
within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
  a history of latin america keen: A History of Latin America Benjamin Keen, Keith Haynes,
2008-07 A History of Latin America provides a comprehensive and unique introduction to latin
american history, encompassing political and diplomatic theory, class structure and economic
organization, culture and religion, and the environment. the integrating framework is the
dependency theory, which, in light of today's global economy and the economic crises that have
adversely affected many Latin American countries, continues to gain relevance. Spanning prehistoric
times to the present, A History of Latin America is enriched with material drawn from anthropology,
economics, and sociology. The eighth edition includes expanded coverage of social and cultural
history and the latest scholarship, as well as substantial additions to pedagogy that include new
focus questions, timelines, and bolded key terms that are defined in an expanded online glossary.
Additionally, translated primary source documents are now included on the student website.
  a history of latin america keen: Independence to the Present Keen, Benjamin Keen, Keith A.
Haynes, 2003-08
  a history of latin america keen: Latin American Civilization Benjamin Keen, 2019-03-05 The
fourth edition of Latin American Civilization is a compact update of a classic book of readings that
teachers and students of Latin American history have used and appreciated since its first
appearance in 1955. Returning to the single-volume format, this edition combines the best of the old
collection with new material on recent developments in Latin American politics and society.
Particular care has been taken to bring the chapters on the twentieth century up to date. Among the
new selections are pieces on the Church’s role in the Nicaraguan revolution, the Malvinas/Falklands
war, the struggle for democracy in Argentina and Brazil, and women’s liberation in Cuba. The great
majority of selections are primary materials. These personal narratives—many translated by Dr.
Keen for this collection—convey the flavor and spirit of a period more vividly than official documents
and are generally better written. Secondary works are used only when suitable contemporary
material was not available. The brief introductions and headnotes, which provide students with
background information on the authors and subject matter, have been updated to reflect the best
recent scholarship. This lively, entertaining, and informative book is an excellent companion for all
texts on Latin American history, although its organization and outlook conform most closely to that
of Keen and Wasserman’s Short History of Latin America.
  a history of latin america keen: Ancient America to 1910 KEEN, Benjamin Keen, Keith
Haynes, 2003-08



  a history of latin america keen: Keen's Latin American Civilization, Volume 1 Robert M
Buffington, 2018-05-04 The tenth edition of Keen's Latin American Civilization inaugurates a new
era in the history of this classic anthology by dividing it into two volumes. This first volume retains
most of the colonial period sources from the ninth edition but with some significant additions
including two new sets of images (representations of Brazilian cannibals and 'casta paintings' of
mixed race families), an alternative conquest narrative, two new readings on imperial governance,
and three new readings on gender and sexuality, including selections from the autobiography of a
Spanish nun who took on a male persona to fight as a soldier in the American colonies. The 88
excerpts in volume one provides foundational and often riveting first-hand accounts of life in colonial
Latin America. Concise introductions for chapters and excerpts provide essential context for
understanding the primary sources.
  a history of latin america keen: A History of Latin America: Independence to the present
Benjamin Keen, Keith Haynes, 2000 A history of Latin American civilization from ancient times to
1910, examining issues and events within the framework of the dependency theory, which looks at
the economies of Latin America as subject to the development and expansion of more powerful
countries.
  a history of latin america keen: Keen's Latin American Civilization, Volume 2 Robert M
Buffington, 2018-04-24 The tenth edition of Keen's Latin American Civilization inaugurates a new
era in the history of this classic anthology by dividing it into two volumes. This second volume
retains most of the modern period sources from the ninth edition but with some significant additions
including a new set of images and a wide range of new sources that reflect the latest events and
trends in contemporary Latin America. The 75 excerpts in volume two provide foundational and
often riveting first-hand accounts of life in modern Latin America. Concise introductions for chapters
and excerpts provide essential context for understanding the primary sources.
  a history of latin america keen: Fernando Kay Dickinson, 2025-08-22 Kay Dickinson outlines
how ABBA’s mega-hit song “Fernando” could express support with anti-capitalist and Third World
liberation while simultaneously becoming an icon of global capital.
  a history of latin america keen: The Revolution Question Julie D. Shayne, 2004 Theoretically
sophisticated and empirically rich, Julie Shayne's study elucidates the gender dynamics of
revolution--with implications beyond her Latin American cases--while also bringing life to the
experiences of some extraordinary revolutionary feminists.--Valentine M. Moghadam, Director of
Women's Studies and Professor of Sociology, Illinois State University and Chief, Gender Section,
Social and Human Sciences, UNESCO The Revolution Question offers a valuable and compelling
examination of the crucial question of why feminism matters to social change. Until we all accept
this fundamental truth, there will be no possiblility for real social change.--Margaret Randall, author
of When I Look into the Mirror and See You: Women, Terror & Resistance Julie Shayne has produced
a well-written and thoughtful account of the importance of women to the success of revolutionary
movements and the (largely inadvertent) role of the revolutionary leadership in creating the
conditions for the rise of feminist movements. Scholars and students will find her extensive
interviews to be valuable and thought-provoking, making this an excellent resource for the
classroom.--Karen Kampwirth, Associate Professor of Political Science and Chair of the Latin
American Studies Program, Knox College What do women do for revolutions? And what do
revolutions do for women? Julie Shayne explores the roles of women in revolutionary struggles and
the relationship of these movements to the emergence of feminism. Focusing upon the three very
different cases of El Salvador, Chile, and Cuba, Shayne documents the roles of women in armed and
unarmed political activities. She argues that women contribute to and participate in revolutionary
movements in ways quite distinct from men. Despite the fact that their political contributions tend to
be seen as less important than those of their male comrades, the roles that women play are actually
quite significant to the expansion of revolutionary movements. Shayne also explains how, given the
convergence of political and ideological factors, feminism is often born in the wake of revolutionary
movements. As a result, revolutionary feminism is a struggle that addresses larger structures of



political and economic inequalities. Based on in-depth interviews with activists in all three countries,
The Revolution Question offers new insight into the complex gender relations underlying
revolutionary social movements and enables us to re-assess both the ways that women affect
political struggle and the ways in which political struggle affects women. Julie D. Shayne is an
Assistant Professor of Sociology and Women's Studies at Emory University.
  a history of latin america keen: Essays In The Intellectual History Of Colonial Latin America
Benjamin Keen, 1998-07-02 Essays in the Intellectual History of Colonial Latin America is a
collection of eleven essays that have been adapted from Benjamin Keen's writings about Bartolomé
de Las Casas and related topics in the intellectual history of colonial Latin America. It is an
accessible introduction to colonial history and a critical guide to the literature in the field.In these
essays, some of which have been updated and revised, Keen explores the literature and thought
regarding Spain's influence on the New World. Some of his articles are themselves of
historiographic significance because of their role in shaping current perceptions of colonial history,
while others are distinguished for their bibliographic charting of recent debates on selected issues.
Essays in the Intellectual History of Colonial Latin America will be a valuable resource for anyone
interested in colonial Latin American history.
  a history of latin america keen: Events That Formed the Modern World Frank W.
Thackeray, John E. Findling, 2012-05-31 This comprehensive five-volume set contains readable
essays that describe and interpret the most important global events since the European
Renaissance, some accompanied by related document excerpts and primary source materials. What
were the effects of the Age of Exploration on today's ethnic groups and social structure? How did the
development of moveable type pave the way for Facebook and Twitter? Why is the Reformation so
critical for understanding today's religious controversies? This set will help readers answer these
questions by exploring the most significant historical events of the modern world. This five-volume
set covers times from the Renaissance to the present. Each volume focuses on a specific historic
period and examines 12 events within those time frames that changed the world. Each entry
provides an introduction that lays out factual material in a chronological manner, an in-depth essay
interpreting the event's significance, and an annotated bibliography of the most important current
works on the topic. Select entries are followed by primary sources pertaining to the event under
consideration, such as diary entries. Targeted to both general readers as well as entry-level
university students, this book also directly supports high school and undergraduate curricula,
allowing students to identify and contextualize events in order to think critically about their causes,
aftermath, and legacy.
  a history of latin america keen: Latin American Dictators of the 20th Century Javier A.
Galván, 2013-01-01 Throughout the 20th century, the emergence of authoritarian dictatorships in
Latin America coincided with periods of social convulsion and economic uncertainty. This book
covers 15 dictators representing every decade of the century and geographically from the Caribbean
and North and Central and South America. Each chapter covers their personal information
(childhood, education, marriage, family...), assumption of power, relationship with the United States,
oppression of civilians, and collapse of their regimes. The book also investigates inherent
contradictions in U.S. foreign policy: promoting democracy abroad while supporting brutal
dictatorships in Latin America. Such analysis requires multiple perspectives and this work embraces
an evaluation of the influence of military dictatorships on cultural elements such as art, literature,
journalism, music and cinema, while drawing on data from documentary archives, court case files,
investigative reports, international treaties, witness testimonies, and personal letters from survivors.
The dramatic experiences of courageous individuals who challenged these 15 oppressors are also
recounted.
  a history of latin america keen: Encyclopedia of Latino Culture Charles M. Tatum,
2013-11-26 This three-volume encyclopedia describes and explains the variety and commonalities in
Latina/o culture, providing comprehensive coverage of a variety of Latina/o cultural forms—popular
culture, folk culture, rites of passages, and many other forms of shared expression. In the last



decade, the Latina/o population has established itself as the fastest growing ethnic group within the
United States, and constitutes one of the largest minority groups in the nation. While the different
Latina/o groups do have cultural commonalities, there are also many differences among them. This
important work examines the historical, regional, and ethnic/racial diversity within specific
traditions in rich detail, providing an accurate and comprehensive treatment of what constitutes the
Latino experience in America. The entries in this three-volume set provide accessible, in-depth
information on a wide range of topics, covering cultural traditions including food; art, film, music,
and literature; secular and religious celebrations; and religious beliefs and practices. Readers will
gain an appreciation for the historical, regional, and ethnic/racial diversity within specific Latina/o
traditions. Accompanying sidebars and spotlight biographies serve to highlight specific cultural
differences and key individuals.
  a history of latin america keen: Prisoners of Geography Tim Marshall, 2016-10-11 First
published in Great Britain in 2015 by Elliott and Thompson Limited.
  a history of latin america keen: Apocalyptic Faith and Political Violence J. Rinehart,
2006-09-02 This study examines the functional relationship between millenarian-inspired terrorism
and the process of political change. Through an exhaustive investigation of late Twentieth-century
movements, Aum Shinrikyo, Sendero Luminoso and Hezbollah, it concludes that in each case,
apocalyptic expectations performed a significant group mobilization, leadership and therapeutic
function.
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