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The Russian Revolution: A New History

the russian revolution a new history invites us to re-examine one of the most
transformative and complex events of the 20th century. While the Russian
Revolution has long been studied through traditional narratives, recent
scholarship offers fresh perspectives that deepen our understanding of the
social, political, and economic forces at play. This article explores these
new interpretations, shedding light on how historians today are piecing
together the revolution’s causes, key moments, and lasting impacts in
innovative ways.

Revisiting the Foundations of the Russian
Revolution

The Russian Revolution of 1917 is often depicted as a sudden, almost
inevitable uprising against the autocratic Tsarist regime. However, a new
history suggests that the revolution was the culmination of decades of
mounting tensions involving various social classes, political factions, and
economic crises.

Social and Economic Pressures in Late Imperial
Russia

Before the upheaval, Russia was a vast empire struggling with rapid
industrialization, stark inequalities, and a rigid social hierarchy. Peasants
made up the majority of the population, living in poverty and bound by
traditional agricultural practices. Meanwhile, the urban working class grew
frustrated with poor working conditions and low wages.

Recent historical studies emphasize how these social dynamics created a
fertile ground for revolutionary ideas. The rise of workers' councils
(soviets) and the spread of Marxist ideology among factory workers and
intellectuals revealed a society ripe for change. Understanding these
grassroots movements offers valuable insight into how the revolution took
shape beyond just the actions of elite leaders.

Political Fragmentation and the Decline of the
Romanovs

The political landscape was equally volatile. Nicholas II’s inability to



address the demands for reform, coupled with his resistance to sharing power,
alienated many segments of society. The 1905 Revolution had already shaken
the monarchy’s foundation, but Tsarist repression and half-hearted reforms
failed to stabilize the situation.

A new history of the Russian Revolution highlights how internal divisions
within the ruling class and political parties contributed to the collapse.
The Provisional Government that replaced the Tsar was weak and divided, which
opened the door for more radical elements like the Bolsheviks to gain
influence.

The Dual Revolutions of 1917: February and
October

It’s important to recognize that the Russian Revolution wasn’t a single event
but rather two distinct revolutions that unfolded in quick succession. Each
had unique causes, participants, and consequences.

The February Revolution: From Protest to Overthrow

The February Revolution began as spontaneous protests and strikes in
Petrograd (modern-day St. Petersburg), sparked mainly by food shortages and
war fatigue during World War I. Workers, soldiers, and ordinary citizens
demanded change, which quickly escalated into a full-scale uprising.

What makes recent historical accounts compelling is the emphasis on the
bottom-up nature of this revolt. Unlike earlier portrayals focusing on
political elites, these new interpretations show how ordinary people’s
collective actions forced the abdication of Nicholas II and ended centuries
of Romanov rule.

The October Revolution: Bolshevik Seizure of Power

While the February Revolution established the Provisional Government, it
failed to withdraw Russia from the war or address land reforms effectively.
This failure paved the way for the Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, to
capitalize on popular dissatisfaction.

The October Revolution was more organized and deliberate. The Bolsheviks,
with their promises of “peace, land, and bread,” staged a coup that overthrew
the Provisional Government. New research delves into how the Bolsheviks’
careful planning, propaganda efforts, and alliances with workers’ and
soldiers’ councils enabled their success.



Exploring the Aftermath: Civil War and Social
Transformation

The revolution’s conclusion did not bring immediate peace. Instead, Russia
plunged into a brutal civil war between the Red Army (Bolsheviks) and the
White forces (anti-Bolshevik factions), along with various nationalist and
foreign interventions.

The Russian Civil War: Beyond a Simple Dichotomy

Traditional histories often frame the civil war as a straightforward conflict
between Reds and Whites, but newer studies reveal a more fragmented and
chaotic reality. Various groups pursued differing goals, including regional
autonomy, social reforms, or restoration of monarchist rule.

This complexity helps explain the prolonged violence and suffering that
followed the revolution. Additionally, the war accelerated social changes,
including the redistribution of land, nationalization of industry, and the
establishment of Soviet institutions.

Transforming Society: The Birth of the Soviet State

One of the most fascinating aspects of a new history of the Russian
Revolution is the focus on how the Bolsheviks transformed Russian society
beyond just seizing power. The early Soviet government implemented sweeping
reforms aimed at reshaping education, gender relations, and economic life.

For example, women gained unprecedented rights, including suffrage and access
to education and employment. Efforts to eradicate illiteracy and secularize
society also marked significant departures from the old regime’s values.
These social policies laid the groundwork for the Soviet Union’s future
development and help us understand the revolution’s long-term impact on
everyday life.

New Perspectives and Interpretations

Historians today are also incorporating a wider range of sources and
viewpoints to create a more nuanced picture of the Russian Revolution.

Voices from the Margins



By examining diaries, letters, and oral histories from peasants, soldiers,
and women, scholars provide a more diverse understanding of how the
revolution was experienced on the ground. This approach challenges the top-
down narratives dominated by political leaders and highlights the role of
popular agency in shaping events.

Global Context and Influence

Another significant development in recent scholarship is placing the Russian
Revolution within a global context. The revolution influenced and was
influenced by other contemporary movements, including anti-colonial struggles
and labor uprisings worldwide.

Understanding this interconnectedness enriches our comprehension of the
revolution’s significance, not just for Russia but for the entire 20th
century’s political landscape.

Why a New History of the Russian Revolution
Matters Today

Revisiting the Russian Revolution with fresh eyes allows us to appreciate the
complexities behind monumental historical shifts. In a world still grappling
with issues of inequality, political upheaval, and social change, these new
historical insights offer valuable lessons. They remind us that revolutions
are not simply the product of grand conspiracies or single leaders but the
result of multifaceted interactions among diverse people and forces.

As we continue to study the Russian Revolution through this new history, we
gain a deeper appreciation for the resilience, hopes, and struggles of those
who lived through an era that forever altered the course of history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What new perspectives does 'The Russian Revolution:
A New History' offer compared to traditional
accounts?
It provides a more nuanced analysis of the social and political complexities,
emphasizing the roles of ordinary people and lesser-known figures rather than
focusing solely on prominent leaders.



Who is the author of 'The Russian Revolution: A New
History' and what is their background?
The book is written by Sean McMeekin, a historian specializing in Russian and
European history, known for challenging conventional narratives with rigorous
research.

How does this new history reinterpret the causes of
the Russian Revolution?
It highlights the interplay of World War I pressures, economic struggles, and
political mismanagement, suggesting that external factors and international
dynamics played a more significant role than previously thought.

Does the book discuss the impact of the Russian
Revolution on global politics?
Yes, it explores how the revolution influenced the rise of communism
worldwide and reshaped international relations throughout the 20th century.

What role do lesser-known revolutionary figures play
in this new history?
The book brings attention to grassroots activists and regional leaders,
illustrating how their contributions and conflicts shaped the revolution's
trajectory.

How does 'The Russian Revolution: A New History'
address the Bolshevik takeover?
It examines the strategic decisions, internal party debates, and external
challenges faced by the Bolsheviks, portraying the takeover as a complex and
contested process.

Are there any new archival sources or evidence
presented in this history?
Yes, the author utilizes newly available archives and documents from Soviet
and Western sources to provide fresh insights and challenge established
interpretations.

Is 'The Russian Revolution: A New History' suitable
for readers new to the topic or more for scholars?
While detailed and well-researched, the book is accessible to general readers
interested in history but also offers depth that appeals to scholars and



students.

Additional Resources
The Russian Revolution: A New History

the russian revolution a new history sheds fresh light on one of the 20th
century's most transformative events, challenging established narratives and
offering nuanced perspectives on the causes, key figures, and lasting impacts
of the upheaval that reshaped Russia and the global political landscape. This
reexamination emerges amid growing scholarly interest in revisiting
revolutionary history through newly available archival materials,
interdisciplinary approaches, and comparative analyses that question
previously accepted orthodoxies.

Reassessing the Causes of the Russian
Revolution

Traditional historiography often highlights the Russian Revolution as a near-
inevitable consequence of autocratic misrule, socio-economic inequality, and
the strains of World War I. However, the russian revolution a new history
encourages a more complex understanding of these factors, emphasizing the
interplay between structural conditions and contingent events. Recent studies
underscore how agrarian unrest, industrial labor dynamics, and political
factionalism within the empire’s diverse population created a volatile
environment ripe for revolutionary change.

Economic data from the late imperial period reveals sharp contrasts between
rapid industrial growth in urban centers and persistent rural poverty,
fueling widespread dissatisfaction. Moreover, the failures of the Romanov
dynasty to implement meaningful reforms or address wartime crises exacerbated
public disillusionment. Yet, this new history also highlights the agency of
various social groups—peasants, workers, soldiers, and intellectuals—each
with distinct motivations that converged in the revolutionary moment.

The Role of Political Movements and Ideologies

The russian revolution a new history challenges simplistic portrayals of the
Bolsheviks as the sole revolutionary force. Instead, it presents a more
pluralistic landscape of competing parties and ideologies, including the
Mensheviks, Socialist Revolutionaries, and anarchist factions. The fluid
alliances and ideological debates within these groups reveal the contested
nature of revolutionary strategy and goals.

Lenin’s leadership is reassessed not as an inevitable driver of success but



as part of a broader constellation of political actors navigating an unstable
environment. The Bolshevik seizure of power in October 1917 is thus
contextualized within a complex struggle for legitimacy and influence amid
mass mobilization and war-weariness.

New Perspectives on Key Events and Turning
Points

Recent historiography pays particular attention to the sequence and
significance of critical events during 1917 and the subsequent civil war
period. The russian revolution a new history places fresh emphasis on the
February Revolution’s spontaneous character and the role of grassroots
activism, contrasting with earlier narratives that focused predominantly on
elite political maneuvering.

February Revolution: Spontaneity and Mass
Mobilization

Emerging research highlights how strikes, protests, and mutinies erupted
organically in Petrograd and other urban centers, driven by war fatigue, food
shortages, and workers’ demands for better conditions. This groundswell of
popular action forced the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II and initiated the
establishment of the Provisional Government, which struggled to maintain
authority amid competing soviets (workers' councils).

October Revolution: Strategic Calculations and
Consequences

While the October Revolution has often been depicted as a well-planned coup
by Lenin and the Bolsheviks, the russian revolution a new history nuances
this view by examining the fluidity of the political context. The Bolsheviks’
ability to capitalize on the Provisional Government’s weaknesses, coupled
with their promises of peace, land reform, and workers’ control, allowed them
to consolidate power. However, the subsequent civil war and Red Terror reveal
the costs and contradictions inherent in revolutionary governance.

The Aftermath: Civil War, Soviet State
Formation, and Global Impact

The russian revolution a new history does not end with 1917; it extends
analysis into the civil war years and the establishment of the Soviet Union.



These developments are critical for understanding how revolutionary ideals
translated into governance and international relations.

Challenges of Civil War and State Consolidation

Between 1918 and 1922, Russia was engulfed in a brutal civil war involving
the Red Army, White forces, foreign interventionists, and various nationalist
movements. New scholarship examines the social bases of these factions and
the war’s devastating human toll, including famine and repression. The
Bolsheviks’ eventual victory reflected not only military strategy but also
their ability to implement centralized control and ideological discipline.

The Soviet Experiment and Its Global Resonance

The formation of the Soviet state introduced radical socio-economic
transformations, including nationalization of industry, collectivization of
agriculture, and the establishment of a one-party system. The russian
revolution a new history explores how these policies both fulfilled and
betrayed revolutionary promises, contributing to debates about
authoritarianism and socialism.

Internationally, the revolution inspired leftist movements worldwide while
provoking intense anti-communist responses. Its legacy influenced the course
of the Cold War and shaped ideological conflicts through the 20th century.

Why a New History Matters Today

Revisiting the russian revolution through contemporary scholarship offers
valuable insights into the dynamics of revolutionary change, state-building,
and social justice struggles. By moving beyond simplistic triumphalist or
condemnatory accounts, the russian revolution a new history fosters a more
critical and empathetic understanding of a complex event whose reverberations
continue in modern political discourse.

For historians, political scientists, and readers interested in the roots of
modern Russia and global political movements, this reexamination underscores
the importance of context, contingency, and the multiplicity of actors
involved in shaping history. It also serves as a cautionary tale about the
challenges of revolutionary transformation, the vulnerabilities of nascent
regimes, and the enduring tensions between ideals and realpolitik.

In sum, the russian revolution a new history invites ongoing inquiry and
dialogue, enriching our comprehension not only of 1917 but also of the
broader processes that drive societal upheaval and change.



The Russian Revolution A New History

  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution Sean McMeekin, 2017-06-01
At the turn of the century, the Russian economy was growing by about 10% annually and its
population had reached 150 million. By 1920 the country was in desperate financial straits and more
than 20 million Russians had died. And by 1950, a third of the globe had embraced communism. The
triumph of Communism sets a profound puzzle. How did the Bolsheviks win power and then cling to
it amid the chaos they had created? Traditional histories remain a captive to Marxist ideas about
class struggle. Analysing never before used files from the Tsarist military archives, McMeekin
argues that war is the answer. The revolutionaries were aided at nearly every step by Germany,
Sweden, and Switzerland who sought to benefit - politically and economically - from the changes
overtaking the country. To make sense of Russia's careening path the essential question is not
Lenin's who, whom?, but who benefits?
  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution Richard Pipes, 2011-07-13 A
groundbreaking, inclusive history of the Russian Revolution for those who want to discover what
really happened to Russia (The New York Times Book Review) A monumental study (Wall Street
Journal), enthralling in its narrative of a movement whose purpose, in the words of Leon Trotsky,
was to overthrow the world, The Russian Revolution draws conclusions that have aroused great
controversy. Richard Pipes argues convincingly that the Russian Revolution was an intellectual,
rather than a class, uprising; that it was steeped in terror from its very outset; and that it was not a
revolution at all but a coup d'etat—the capture of governmental power by a small minority.
  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution Sheila Fitzpatrick, 2001 The
Russian Revolution had a decisive impact on the history of the twentieth century. Now, following the
collapse of the Soviet regime and the opening of its archives, it is possible to step back and see the
full picture. In this classic work, the author incorporates data from archives thatwere previously
inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet historians, as well as drawing on important recent
Russian publications such as the memoirs of one of the great survivors of Soviet politics, Vyacheslav
Molotov. Impeccable in its scholarship and objectivity, the book tells a gripping story of a Marxist
revolution that was intended to transform the world, visited enormous suffering on the Russian
people, and, like the French Revolution before it, ended up by devouring its own children. In a
concludingsection that will be of great interest to scholars in the field as well as the general reader,
the author treats the Stalinist Great Purges as the last act of the drama of the Russian Revolution.
  the russian revolution a new history: A Companion to the Russian Revolution Daniel
Orlovsky, 2020-08-17 A compendium of original essays and contemporary viewpoints on the 1917
Revolution The Russian revolution of 1917 reverberated throughout an empire that covered
one-sixth of the world. It altered the geo-political landscape of not only Eurasia, but of the entire
globe. The impact of this immense event is still felt in the present day. The historiography of the last
two decades has challenged conceptions of the 1917 revolution as a monolithic entity— the causes
and meanings of revolution are many, as is reflected in contemporary scholarship on the subject. A
Companion to the Russian Revolution offers more than thirty original essays, written by a team of
respected scholars and historians of 20th century Russian history. Presenting a wide range of
contemporary perspectives, the Companion discusses topics including the dynamics of violence in
war and revolution, Russian political parties, the transformation of the Orthodox church, Bolshevism,
Liberalism, and more. Although primarily focused on 1917 itself, and the singular Revolutionary
experience in that year, this book also explores time-periods such as the First Russian Revolution,
early Soviet government, the Civil War period, and even into the 1920’s. Presents a wide range of
original essays that discuss Brings together in-depth coverage of political history, party history,
cultural history, and new social approaches Explores the long-range causes, influence on early
Soviet culture, and global after-life of the Russian Revolution Offers broadly-conceived,
contemporary views of the revolution largely based on the author’s original research Links Russian
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revolutions to Russian Civil Wars as concepts A Companion to the Russian Revolution is an
important addition to modern scholarship on the subject, and a valuable resource for those
interested in Russian, Late Imperial, or Soviet history as well as anyone interested in Revolution as a
global phenomenon.
  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution and Civil War 1917-1921
Jonathan Smele, 2006-04-15 The Russian Revolution and Civil War in the years 1917 to 1921 is one
of the most widely studied periods in history. It is also somewhat inevitably one that has generated a
huge flow of literature in the decades that have passed since the events themselves. However, until
now, historians of the revolution have had no dedicated bibliography of the period and little claim to
bibliographical control over the literature. The Russian Revolution and Civil War, 1917-1921offers
for the first time a comprehensive bibliographical guide to this crucial and fascinating period of
history. The Bibliography focuses on the key years of 1917 to 1921, starting with the February
Revolution of 1917 and concluding with the 10th Party Congress of March 1921, and covers all the
key events of the intervening years. As such it identifies these crucial years as something more than
simply the creation of a communist state.
  the russian revolution a new history: Warum die Russische Revolution studieren
Internationales Komitee der Vierten Internationale, 2018-02-25 Vortragsreihe des Internationalen
Komitees der Vierten Internationale zum 100. Jahrestag Band 2: In Richtung Arbeitermacht und
sozialistische Weltrevolution Von Februar bis Oktober 1917 wurde Russland von zwei gewaltigen
Revolutionen erschüttert. Die erste beseitigte die Romanow-Dynastie, die mehr als 300 Jahre lang
über das Land geherrscht hatte. Die zweite stürzte die bürgerliche Provisorische Regierung und
errichtete den ersten sozialistischen Arbeiterstaat der Geschichte. Hundert Jahre nach der
Russischen Revolution bleiben die Ereignisse von 1917, ihre Folgen und Lehren Gegenstand
erbitterter Auseinandersetzungen. Die Vorlesungen und Aufsätze in diesem und dem ersten Band
stammen von führenden Mitgliedern des Internationalen Komitees der Vierten Internationale. Sie
wurden aus Anlass des 100. Jahrestags der Russischen Revolution verfasst und beleuchten deren
Verlauf aus marxistischer Sicht. Der Schwerpunkt liegt auf der Bedeutung der Lehren von 1917 für
die heutige Welt, die wieder von einer globalen Krise des Kapitalismus erschüttert wird.
  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution, 1917 Rex A. Wade, 2005-04-21
Rex Wade presents an account of one of the pivotal events of modern history, combining his own
long study of the revolution with the best of contemporary scholarship. Within an overall narrative
that provides a clear description of the 1917 revolution, he introduces several new approaches on its
political history and the complexity of the October Revolution. Wade clears away many of the myths
and misconceptions that have clouded studies of the period. He also gives due space to the social
history of the revolution and incorporates people and places too often left out of the story, including
women, national minority peoples, and peasantry front soldiers, enabling a more complete history to
emerge. The 2005 second edition of this highly readable book has been thoroughly revised and
expanded. It will prove invaluable reading to anyone interested in Russian history.
  the russian revolution a new history: The New History Theodore K. Rabb, Robert I. Rotberg,
2017-03-14 In this volume a diverse group of leading historians analyzes the future needs of their
craft and suggests the many ways in which scholars of the near future will interpret the events of
earlier years. Originally published in 1983. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest
print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  the russian revolution a new history: Die größte aller Revolutionen Robert Gerwarth,
2018-09-24 Ein neuer Blick auf ein epochales Ereignis deutscher Geschichte Die deutsche
Revolution von 1918 – sie gilt noch heute als gescheitert. Eine verpasste Chance, die den Weg zum
Aufstieg der Nazis und zur Katastrophe ermöglichte. Ein Fehlurteil, wie der renommierte



Zeithistoriker Robert Gerwarth zeigt. Nicht nur zerschlug die Revolution die autoritäre Monarchie
der Hohenzollern, sie schuf auf erstaunlich unblutige Weise den ersten deutschen demokratischen
Nationalstaat. Gerwarth schildert die dramatischen Ereignisse zwischen den letzten Kriegsmonaten
1918 und dem Hitlerputsch 1923 und beschreibt dabei, wie grundlegend und nachhaltig die
Novemberrevolution Deutschland veränderte. Denn wer das Geschehen nur vom Ende her
betrachtet, ignoriert, wie sehr die Zukunft damals offen war.
  the russian revolution a new history: Revolutions and Revolutionary Movements James
DeFronzo, 2021-09-30 With crucial insights and indispensable information concerning modern-day
political upheavals, the sixth edition of Revolutions and Revolutionary Movements provides a
representative cross-section of many of the most significant revolutions of the modern era. Students
can trace the historical development of eleven revolutions using a five-factor analytical framework.
Attention is devoted to clearly explaining all relevant concepts and events, the roles of key leaders,
and the interrelation of each revolutionary movement with international economic and political
developments and conflicts. New to this edition: Expanded coverage of women and revolution with
profiles of individual women revolutionaries. Coverage of the recent student movement in Hong
Kong as well as economic developments in China, Chinese international influence and international
economic development projects, and trade relations with the US during the Trump administration.
Changes in US policy toward Cuba during the Trump administration. Examination of the cancellation
of the Iran nuclear agreement by the Trump administration, Trump administration policies towards
Iran, the impacts on Iran and Iranian reactions, and Iranian and Saudi Arabian involvement in
Yemen. Coverage of the near extinction of geographic ISIS caliphate, terrorist attacks, and the
implications of US policy on Palestinians and Middle Eastern countries during the Trump
administration. Examination of persisting economic inequality, corruption, and recent South African
political developments and government actions. Analysis of revolutionary movements in Venezuela
and Bolivia and coverage of major political developments and events in both countries. Trump
administration policy toward authoritarian states in the Middle East and implications for the
possibility of pro-democracy movements in Middle Eastern countries. Updated student resources
include multiple orienting maps, summary and analysis sections, chronologies, and documentary
resources.
  the russian revolution a new history: A Short History of the Russian Revolution Geoffrey
Swain, 2022-01-27 The 1917 Revolution sent shockwaves throughout the globe, setting a chain of
events in motion that would change the entire course of the 20th century. With the overthrow of the
Romanov Dynasty, Russia was plunged into the political unknown and, from the crucible of social
unrest, ideological conflict and violent civil war, the world's first communist state was forged. In this
revised edition, Geoffrey Swain provides an incisive overview of one of the most complex and
turbulent periods in modern history, tracing key moments from the abdication of Tsar Nicolas II to
the Bolshevik seizure of power. A leading authority on Russia and Eastern Europe, Geoffrey Swain
highlights the important legacies of 1905, demonstrating how early revolutionary ambitions among
the masses culminated in the events of 1917. Challenging conventions in Soviet scholarship, this
revised edition shows that the Bolshevik concepts of discipline and ideology that had mobilised the
revolution, set an unnecessary course towards dictatorship and terror. Covering new historiography
in the field, this revised edition places a renewed emphasis on the social and cultural upheaval
experienced in Russia amid the nation's political turmoil.
  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution Ronald Kowalski, 2005-08-09
The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 has provided fresh perspectives from which to view the
Revolution out of which it grew. The Russian Revolution, 1917-1921, by Ronald Kowalski, reviews
the ever-changing debate on the nature of the Russian Revolution. This collection of documents and
sources includes: * newspapers, memoirs and literature * commentary and background information
of each source * a narrative of the major events of the period * new material made available since
the policy of glasnost * a re-examination of World War One and the Revolution * focus on thematic
issues such as the actions of peasants and workers. For students of European history this will



provide interesting and informative reading on this major event in Russia's turbulent past.
  the russian revolution a new history: To Overthrow the World Sean McMeekin, 2024-09-10
From an award-winning historian, a new global history of Communism When the USSR collapsed in
1991, the world was certain that Communism was dead. Today, three decades later, it is clear that it
was not. While Russia may no longer be Communist, Communism and sympathy for Communist
ideas have proliferated across the globe. In To Overthrow the World, Sean McMeekin investigates
the evolution of Communism from a seductive ideal of a classless society into the ruling doctrine of
tyrannical regimes. Tracing Communism’s ascent from theory to practice, McMeekin ranges from
Karl Marx’s writings to the rise and fall of the USSR under Stalin to Mao’s rise to power in China to
the acceleration of Communist or Communist-inspired policies around the world in the twenty-first
century. McMeekin argues, however, that despite the endurance of Communism, it remains deeply
unpopular as a political form. Where it has arisen, it has always arisen by force. Blending historical
narrative with cutting-edge scholarship, To Overthrow the World revolutionizes our understanding
of the evolution of Communism—an idea that seemingly cannot die.
  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution and Stalinism Graeme Gill,
Roger D. Markwick, 2021-04-25 This book focuses upon significant aspects of Stalinism as a system
in the USSR. It sheds new light on established questions and addresses issues that have never
before been raised in the study of Stalinism. Stalinism constitutes one of the most striking and
contentious phenomena of the twentieth century. It not only transformed the Soviet Union into a
major military-industrial power, but through both the Second World War and the ensuing Cold War,
and its effect on the political Left throughout much of the world, it also transformed much of that
world. This collection of papers by an international cast of authors investigates a variety of major
aspects of Stalinism. Significant new questions – like the role of private enterprise and violence in
state-making – as well as some of the more established questions – like the number of Soviet citizens
who died in the Second World War, whether agricultural collectivisation was genocidal, nationality
policy, the politics of executive power, and the Leningrad affair – are addressed here in innovative
and stimulating ways. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of
Europe-Asia Studies.
  the russian revolution a new history: Vladimir Lenin and the Russian Revolution Elizabeth
Schmermund, Judith Edwards, 2015-12-15 Ending a two-hundred-year tsarist regime and bringing
communism to the masses, Vladimir Lenin changed not only Russia, but also the world�s political
climate. Using source documents and photos, this text discusses the major events of the Russian
Revolution and its consequences in a way that makes the concepts clear, concise, and interesting to
students.
  the russian revolution a new history: The Red Warrior: U.S. Perceptions of Stalin’s Strategic
Role in the Allied Journey to Victory in The Second World War Reagan Fancher, 2024-09-24 Through
U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Lend-Lease program, American leaders sought to keep Joseph
Stalin’s Red Army in the field and fighting Adolf Hitler’s forces in the Second World War from 1941
forward. Delivered by the Anglo-American Arctic naval convoys, overland through the Iranian
deserts and mountains, and through the skies from Alaska to Siberia, this much-needed material aid
helped Stalin’s Red Army to continue fighting and thereby prevented a separate peace with Hitler’s
Germany and a mechanized repeat of the First World War’s Brest-Litovsk fiasco. Yet Roosevelt and
other U.S. officials, due to their severe underestimation of Stalin’s character and his rigid and
fanatical devotion to exporting Communism at gunpoint, gambled incorrectly that they could win the
Soviet premier’s heart and mind through several excessive wartime aid gestures, including the
furnishing of atomic bomb materials to the Soviet regime. By 1945, American leaders had succeeded
in their strategic goal of keeping Stalin and his Red Army in the war and hastening victory but failed
in their efforts to purchase the Soviet premier’s goodwill and commitment to postwar peace,
heralding the global Cold War, and setting the stage for later U.S. martial aid programs to those
resisting aggression abroad. In addition to its primary focus on the American leadership’s
perceptions of Stalin’s strategic importance to the Allied war effort in the Second World War, this



work also includes a detailed assessment of Roosevelt’s Soviet Lend-Lease program alongside U.S.
President Ronald Reagan’s later support for the Afghan Islamic guerrillas resisting Soviet
occupation during the Soviet-Afghan War of the 1980s and a comparison of both martial aid
programs with Washington’s recent revival of Lend-Lease aid for the Ukrainian war effort. It offers
today’s American leaders and policymakers a chance to consult the lessons of history and apply them
in the present.
  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution, 1905-1921 Mark D.
Steinberg, 2016-11-17 The Russian Revolution, 1905-1921 is a new history of Russia's revolutionary
era as a story of experience-of people making sense of history as it unfolded in their own lives and as
they took part in making history themselves. The major events, trends, and explanations, reaching
from Bloody Sunday in 1905 to the final shots of the civil war in 1921, are viewed through the
doubled perspective of the professional historian looking backward and the contemporary journalist
reporting and interpreting history as it happened. The volume then turns toward particular places
and people: city streets, peasant villages, the margins of empire (Central Asia, Ukraine, the Jewish
Pale), women and men, workers and intellectuals, artists and activists, utopian visionaries, and
discontents of all kinds. We spend time with the famous (Vladimir Lenin, Lev Trotsky, Alexandra
Kollontai, Vladimir Mayakovsky, Isaac Babel) and with those whose names we don't even know. Key
themes include difference and inequality (social, economic, gendered, ethnic), power and resistance,
violence, and ideas about justice and freedom. Written especially for students and general readers,
this history relies extensively on contemporary texts and voices in order to bring the past and its
meanings to life. This is a history about dramatic and uncertain times and especially about the
interpretations, values, emotions, desires, and disappointments that made history matter to those
who lived it.
  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution in Asia Sabine Dullin, Étienne
Forestier-Peyrat, Yuexin Rachel Lin, Naoko Shimazu, 2021-12-30 The Russian Revolution in Asia:
From Baku to Batavia presents a unique and timely global history intervention into the
historiography of the Russian Revolution of 1917, marking the centenary of one of the most
significant modern revolutions. It explores the legacies of the Revolution across the Asian continent
and maritime Southeast Asia, with a broad geographic sweep including Iran, the Caucasus, Central
Asia, China, the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, and India. It analyses how revolutionary
communism intersected with a variety of Asian contexts, from the anti-colonial movement and ethnic
tensions, to indigenous cultural frameworks and power structures. In so doing, this volume
privileges Asian actors and perspectives, examining how Asian communities reinterpreted the
Revolution to serve unexpected ends, including national liberation, regional autonomy, conflict with
Russian imperial hegemony, Islamic practice and cultural nostalgia. Methodologically, this volume
breaks new ground by incorporating research from a wide range of sources across multiple
languages, many analysed for the first time in English-language scholarship. This book will be of use
to historians of the Russian Revolution, especially those interested in understanding transnational
and transregional perspectives of its impact in Central Asia and Southeast Asia, as well as historians
of Asia more broadly. It will also appeal to those interested in the history of Islam.
  the russian revolution a new history: Russische Revolution 1917 und Geschichtsunterricht
Rainer Bendick, Philipp Bürger, Jan Plamper, Michael Wagner, 2017-09-18 Russische Revolution
1917 und der Geschichtsunterricht. Forschungstrends mit ausgewählten Quellen für den
Geschichtsunterricht Perspektiven auf 1917 im heutigen Russland Die Behandlung der russischen
Revolutionen des Jahres 1917 am Beispiel des Geschichtsunterrichts der Oberstufe in Hessen
  the russian revolution a new history: The Russian Revolution Walter Rodney, 2018-07-10 A
never-before published history of the Russian Bolshevik Revolution and its post-colonial legacy,
woven together from lecture excerpts by the renowned Pan-African revolutionary socialist theorist In
his short life, Guyanese intellectual Walter Rodney emerged as one of the foremost thinkers and
activists of the anticolonial revolution, leading movements in North America, Africa, and the
Caribbean. Wherever he was, Rodney was a lightning rod for working-class Black Power organizing.



His deportation sparked Jamaica’s Rodney Riots in 1968, and his scholarship trained a generation
how to approach politics on an international scale. In 1980, shortly after founding the Working
People’s Alliance in Guyana, the 38-year-old Rodney was assassinated. Walter Rodney’s The Russian
Revolution collects surviving texts from a series of lectures he delivered at the University of Dar es
Salaam, an intellectual hub of the independent Third World. It had been his intention to work these
into a book, a goal completed posthumously with the editorial aid of Robin D.G. Kelley and Jesse
Benjamin. Moving across the historiography of the long Russian Revolution with clarity and insight,
Rodney transcends the ideological fault lines of the Cold War. Surveying a broad range of
subjects—the Narodniks, social democracy, the October Revolution, civil war, and the challenges of
Stalinism—Rodney articulates a distinct viewpoint from the Third World, one that grounds
revolutionary theory and history with the people in motion.
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