the canterbury tales character
description

The Canterbury Tales Character Description: Exploring Chaucer’s Vibrant Cast

the canterbury tales character description opens a fascinating window into medieval
society through the vivid portraits painted by Geoffrey Chaucer in his timeless collection
of stories. Each pilgrim Chaucer introduces on the journey to Canterbury Cathedral is not
merely a figure in a tale but a rich, layered personality reflecting the social fabric of 14th-
century England. Understanding these characters provides insight not only into the stories
themselves but also into the cultural, moral, and social commentary embedded within the
work.

The Art of Characterization in The Canterbury
Tales

Chaucer’s genius lies in his ability to craft characters who feel authentic, flawed, and
relatable despite originating from a vastly different era. The canterbury tales character
description isn’t just about physical appearances; it includes mannerisms, speech, values,
and social roles. These elements come together to create a multidimensional cast that
speaks volumes about medieval life and human nature.

Why Are These Character Descriptions Important?

The detailed portrayals serve several purposes:

- **Social Satire**: Many characters represent specific social classes or professions,
allowing Chaucer to critique or celebrate aspects of medieval society.

- **Narrative Framework**: The diverse group of pilgrims sets the stage for the variety of
tales they tell, with each story reflecting the teller’s personality and background.

- **Human Insight**: Through their descriptions, readers gain a sense of universal human
traits—greed, kindness, hypocrisy, humor—that transcend time.

Key Characters and Their Descriptions

Let’s dive into some of the most memorable pilgrims, exploring how their character
descriptions enrich the overall narrative.



The Knight: The Idealized Warrior

The Knight is introduced as a noble and honorable figure, embodying chivalry and
courage. Chaucer’s depiction highlights his stained but well-worn armor, symbolic of his
experience in battles across the world. Unlike some other characters who flaunt their
status, the Knight carries himself with humility and dignity. This contrast sets him apart as
a paragon of medieval knighthood, showcasing virtues like loyalty and service.

The Wife of Bath: A Bold, Independent Woman

One of the most famous pilgrims, the Wife of Bath, provides a striking example of
Chaucer’s nuanced character description. She is portrayed as confident, somewhat
flamboyant, and experienced in both marriage and life. Her red clothing, gap-toothed
smile, and assertive nature challenge the era’s typical expectations of women. The Wife of
Bath’s character offers rich material for discussions about gender roles and social norms
in medieval England.

The Pardoner: A Master of Deception

The Pardoner’s description is particularly vivid and critical. Chaucer paints him as a
somewhat grotesque figure with greasy hair and a high-pitched voice, whose main talent
lies in exploiting the faith of others for personal gain. His character serves as a pointed
critique of religious corruption and hypocrisy. Through this portrayal, Chaucer invites
readers to question the authenticity and morality of those in religious authority.

The Miller: Boisterous and Earthy

The Miller is described as a brawny, rough man with a red beard and a wart on his nose,
symbolizing his coarse humor and blunt personality. His loud and bawdy behavior
contrasts sharply with more refined characters like the Knight or the Clerk. This vivid
description helps set the tone for his tale, which is equally raucous and irreverent.

Understanding Social Commentary Through
Character Descriptions

Chaucer’s ability to weave social critique into his character descriptions is one of the
reasons the Canterbury Tales remains a rich source of study. Each pilgrim reflects societal
roles and tensions of the time.



The Clergy and Hypocrisy

Characters like the Pardoner and the Friar are portrayed as morally dubious, highlighting
issues within the medieval Church. Their detailed descriptions—emphasizing greed,
deceit, or laxity—serve as a subtle but pointed rebuke of religious institutions, which were
often criticized during Chaucer’s era.

The Emerging Middle Class

Pilgrims such as the Merchant and the Franklin represent the growing middle class in
medieval England. Their attire, speech, and behaviors reveal aspirations and anxieties
about social status. Chaucer’s nuanced descriptions capture the complexity of a society in
transition, balancing tradition with new economic realities.

Tips for Analyzing The Canterbury Tales
Character Description

When reading or studying Chaucer’s characters, consider the following approaches to
deepen your understanding:

e Contextualize historically: Familiarize yourself with medieval social structures,
professions, and customs to fully appreciate the satire and realism.

e Look for symbolism: Notice how physical traits often symbolize moral qualities or
social commentary.

e Compare characters: Contrasting figures like the Knight and the Miller can reveal
underlying themes about class and virtue.

e Pay attention to language: Chaucer’s use of Middle English and poetic devices
enriches the character portrayals and adds layers of meaning.

The Role of Physical Appearance in Character
Descriptions

In The Canterbury Tales, character descriptions often start with physical features, but
these details are rarely superficial. For example, the Friar’s pale complexion and well-fed
appearance suggest indulgence and corruption, while the Clerk’s thin, serious look
underscores his devotion to learning rather than worldly pleasures. Chaucer uses such
imagery strategically to communicate personality traits and social critiques subtly.



How Clothing Reflects Identity

Clothing and accessories are another important aspect of character description. The
Merchant’s expensive yet somewhat shabby attire hints at financial instability despite
outward appearances, while the Prioress’s elegant dress and manners reveal a desire to
project refinement. These sartorial details help readers decode social aspirations and
pretenses.

Why The Canterbury Tales Character Description
Still Matters Today

Even centuries after its creation, Chaucer’s work resonates because of its keen
observation of human nature and society. The characters’ flaws, virtues, and complexities
mirror the timeless aspects of humanity. Modern readers can find parallels in
contemporary social roles, making the tales perpetually relevant.

Moreover, studying these character descriptions enhances literary skills such as critical
analysis, empathy, and cultural awareness. Whether for academic purposes or personal
enrichment, engaging with Chaucer’s pilgrims offers a rewarding experience that
connects the medieval world to ours.

Exploring the canterbury tales character description thus opens up a rich tapestry of
history, literature, and human psychology, inviting readers to appreciate the enduring
power of storytelling and characterization.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the Knight in The Canterbury Tales and how is
he described?

The Knight is portrayed as a noble and honorable warrior who has fought in many battles
for his faith and country. He is humble, courteous, and distinguished, wearing a simple
tunic stained by his armor.

What are the main characteristics of the Wife of Bath in
The Canterbury Tales?

The Wife of Bath is described as a bold, confident, and experienced woman. She is
somewhat wealthy, enjoys socializing, and has been married five times. She is outspoken
about her views on marriage and female sovereignty.



How is the Pardoner depicted in The Canterbury Tales?

The Pardoner is depicted as a deceitful and manipulative character who sells indulgences
and fake religious relics. He has long, greasy yellow hair and a high-pitched voice, and he
openly admits to his own corruption and greed.

What traits define the Miller in The Canterbury Tales?

The Miller is characterized as a brawny, loud, and somewhat crude man. He is known for
his physical strength, a wart on his nose, and a tendency to tell bawdy stories. He also
cheats customers by stealing grain.

Describe the personality and appearance of the Prioress
in The Canterbury Tales.

The Prioress, Madame Eglantine, is described as a delicate and refined woman who tries
to act courtly and graceful. She has a modest and tender demeanor, speaks French
imperfectly, and is concerned with manners and appearances.

What is notable about the Friar's character in The
Canterbury Tales?

The Friar is portrayed as a jovial and well-liked man who is more interested in money and
pleasure than in genuine religious duties. He is skilled at begging and manipulating
people, and he avoids the sick and poor.

How is the Merchant characterized in The Canterbury
Tales?

The Merchant is depicted as a wealthy, well-dressed, and somewhat pompous man who is
knowledgeable about trade and commerce. Despite his outward confidence, it is suggested
that he is in debt, revealing a contrast between appearance and reality.

Additional Resources
The Canterbury Tales Character Description: An In-Depth Exploration

the canterbury tales character description forms an essential foundation for
understanding Geoffrey Chaucer’s monumental work, "The Canterbury Tales." This
collection of stories, penned in the late 14th century, features a diverse cast of characters
whose vivid portrayals offer keen insights into medieval society. As a professional review
of Chaucer’s characterizations, this article investigates the complexity and nuance behind
his characters, drawing attention to the intricate social commentary embedded within
their descriptions. By delving into the personalities, social roles, and symbolic significance
of these characters, one gains a fuller appreciation of how Chaucer masterfully uses
characterization to reflect and critique the cultural landscape of his time.



Understanding the Role of Characterization in
The Canterbury Tales

Chaucer’s use of character description is not merely decorative; it serves as a critical
framework for the storytelling and thematic development throughout the tales. Each
pilgrim in the narrative is introduced with a detailed physical and psychological profile,
situating them within the social hierarchy of medieval England. This technique enables
Chaucer to present a cross-section of society, from the noble Knight to the bawdy Wife of
Bath, illustrating a wide spectrum of human virtues and vices.

The canterbury tales character description is significant because it functions on multiple
levels: as social satire, moral exemplification, and narrative device. These portraits are
carefully constructed to reveal not only the outward appearance but also the inner
motivations and contradictions of the characters. Moreover, Chaucer’s use of irony and
subtle humor in these descriptions allows readers to engage critically with the social
norms and prejudices of the era.

The Knight: The Idealized Warrior

One of the most prominently described figures in The Canterbury Tales is the Knight, who
embodies the chivalric ideal. Chaucer presents him as a paragon of virtue—honorable,
brave, and humble. In his character description, the Knight is portrayed wearing modest
clothing stained by his recent battles, emphasizing his dedication to duty over appearance.
This contrast between noble deeds and simple garb sets the Knight apart as a figure of
authenticity amidst the diverse pilgrim group.

The Knight’s character acts as a benchmark against which other characters’ morality and
integrity are measured. His role also highlights the idealized social values of medieval
knighthood, which include loyalty, courage, and piety. However, the Knight'’s tale,
involving themes of courtly love and heroic quests, also reveals the tension between
idealism and reality—a recurring motif in Chaucer’s work.

The Wife of Bath: A Study in Contradiction

In stark contrast to the Knight, the Wife of Bath emerges as one of Chaucer’s most
complex and controversial characters. Her description is rich with detail: she is portrayed
as a confident, assertive woman who has been married multiple times and is unashamed of
her sexuality. The canterbury tales character description of the Wife of Bath includes her
elaborate clothing and bold demeanor, signaling her social independence and defiance of
traditional gender roles.

Chaucer uses her character to challenge medieval conceptions of femininity and authority.
Through her prologue and tale, the Wife of Bath explores themes of power dynamics in
marriage and female sovereignty, making her a pioneering figure in literature. Her
portrayal is both empowering and problematic, as it exposes the limitations placed on
women while simultaneously embracing certain stereotypes for satirical effect.



The Pardoner and the Prioress: Religious Figures with
Human Flaws

Religious characters in The Canterbury Tales are often depicted with a critical eye,
reflecting Chaucer’s nuanced view of the Church. The Pardoner, for example, is described
as a manipulative and greedy individual who exploits religious faith for personal gain. His
physical description—thin, with long yellow hair and a high-pitched voice—conveys a
sense of artificiality and deceit. This characterization serves as a pointed critique of
church corruption during the Middle Ages.

Conversely, the Prioress is depicted with refined manners and delicate features,
embodying the ideal of courtly grace. Yet, her excessive delicacy and concern with worldly
appearances suggest a disconnect from genuine spiritual devotion. Such descriptions
reveal the tension between outward piety and inner authenticity, a recurring theme in
Chaucer’s portrayal of the clergy.

Comparative Analysis: Social Commentary
through Characterization

The canterbury tales character description not only animates individual pilgrims but also
functions collectively to expose the stratified nature of medieval society. Through detailed
and varied portrayals, Chaucer critiques social classes, from nobility to peasantry,
highlighting both virtues and hypocrisies.

e Nobility and Honor: Characters like the Knight and the Squire represent the ideals
and expectations of the upper class, emphasizing valor and courtly behavior.

¢ Clergy and Hypocrisy: Figures such as the Pardoner and the Friar reveal the moral
shortcomings and corruption within religious institutions.

e Middle Class and Ambition: The Merchant and the Franklin exemplify the rising
middle class and their aspirations for social mobility.

e Women and Gender Roles: The Wife of Bath and the Prioress challenge and
conform to contemporary attitudes about women, illuminating gender dynamics.

By weaving these diverse character descriptions into a single narrative, Chaucer creates a
microcosm of English society, using individual stories and personalities to reflect broader
cultural realities.

The Use of Physical Description as Symbolism



Chaucer’s character descriptions frequently employ physical details to symbolize inner
qualities or societal roles. For example, the Miller’s robust and coarse features mirror his
blunt and bawdy personality, while the Clerk’s thinness and studious appearance
symbolize intellectualism but also social marginality. This technique enhances the reader’s
understanding by linking appearance with character traits, providing a visual shorthand
for complex social commentary.

Furthermore, Chaucer’s balanced approach avoids pure caricature; even the most flawed
characters possess humanizing qualities, making them relatable and multidimensional.
This nuanced characterization contributes to the enduring appeal and relevance of The
Canterbury Tales.

Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of Chaucer’s
Character Descriptions

The canterbury tales character description remains a cornerstone of literary analysis for
its rich, layered portrayal of medieval life and human nature. Chaucer’s ability to combine
detailed physical depiction with psychological depth and social critique elevates his work
beyond mere storytelling to a profound exploration of humanity. These character portraits
continue to resonate because they capture timeless aspects of personality, social
interaction, and moral complexity.

Through his vivid and varied character descriptions, Chaucer invites readers to reflect on
the diversity of human experience and the interplay between individual identity and
societal expectation. This enduring legacy cements The Canterbury Tales as a masterpiece
of character-driven literature and a vital document of its historical context.

The Canterbury Tales Character Description

the canterbury tales character description: Chaucer's General Prologue to the
Canterbury Tales Caroline D. Eckhardt, Dorothy E. Smith, 1990-01-01 This annotated,
international bibliography of twentieth-century criticism on the Prologue is an essential reference
guide. It includes books, journal articles, and dissertations, and a descriptive list of
twentieth-century editions; it is the most complete inventory of modern criticism on the Prologue.

the canterbury tales character description: Thematic Development of English Texts
Mohsen Ghadessy, 1995-01-01 This text discusses the concept of theme and its application as an
analytical tool to a number of spoken and written registers of English. To date, studies of text
organization have paid less attention to what is called the method of development of a text, that is
thematic organization. The book shows that the study of this organization can reveal many different
strategies employed by speakers and writers when texts are created.

the canterbury tales character description: The Canterbury Tales SparkNotes Literature
Guide SparkNotes, Geoffrey Chaucer, 2014-04-09 The Canterbury Tales SparkNotes Literature
Guide by Geoffrey Chaucer Making the reading experience fun! When a paper is due, and dreaded
exams loom, here's the lit-crit help students need to succeed! SparkNotes Literature Guides make
studying smarter, better, and faster. They provide chapter-by-chapter analysis; explanations of key
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themes, motifs, and symbols; a review quiz; and essay topics. Lively and accessible, SparkNotes is
perfect for late-night studying and paper writing. Includes: An A+ Essay—an actual literary essay
written about the Spark-ed book—to show students how a paper should be written. 16 pages devoted
to writing a literary essay including: a glossary of literary terms Step-by-step tutoring on how to
write a literary essay A feature on how not to plagiarize

the canterbury tales character description: Authorship and First-person Allegory in Late
Medieval France and England Stephanie A. V. G. Kamath, 2012 An examination of medieval
vernacular allegories, across a number of languages, offers a new idea of what authorship meant in
the late middle ages. The emergence of vernacular allegories in the middle ages, recounted by a
first-person narrator-protagonist, invites both abstract and specific interpretations of the author's
role, since the protagonist who claims to compose thenarrative also directs the reader to interpret
such claims. Moreover, the specific attributes of the narrator-protagonist bring greater attention to
individual identity. But as the actual authors of the allegories also adapted elements found in each
other's works, their shared literary tradition unites differing perspectives: the most celebrated
French first-person allegory, the erotic Roman de la Rose, quickly inspired an allegorical trilogy of
spiritual pilgrimage narratives by Guillaume de Deguileville. English authors sought recognition for
their own literary activity through adaptation and translation from a tradition inspired by both
allegories. This account examines Deguileville's underexplored allegory before tracing the tradition's
importance to the English authors Geoffrey Chaucer, Thomas Hoccleve, and John Lydgate, with
particular attention to the mediating influence of French authors, including Christine de Pizan and
Laurent de Premierfait. Through comparative analysis of the late medieval authors who shaped
French and English literary canons, it reveals the seminal, communal model of vernacular
authorship established by the tradition of first-person allegory. Stephanie A. Viereck Gibbs Kamath
is Assistant Professor at the University of Massachusetts, Boston.

the canterbury tales character description: Literary Character Elizabeth Fowler, 2003
Drawing on central texts of medieval and early modern England, Fowler demonstrates that literary
characters are created by assembling social persons from throughout culture. Her perspective
allows her to offer strikingly original readings of works by Chaucer, Langland, Skelton, and Spenser,
and to reformulate and resolve several classic interpretive problems. In so doing, she reframes
accepted notions of the process and the consequences of reading. Developing insights from law,
theology, economic thought, and political philosophy, Fowler's book replaces the traditional view of
characters as autonomous individuals with an interpretive approach in which each character is seen
as a battle of many archetypes.

the canterbury tales character description: The Decameron and the Canterbury Tales
Leonard Michael Koff, Brenda Deen Schildgen, 2000 That resistance, informed by a model of literary
influence grounded on the idea of interruption, would keep the Canterbury Tales away from the
Decameron, though not the rest of Chaucer from other works by Boccaccio. In the end, of course,
that resistance tells us more about Chaucer's reception since the fifteenth century than about
Chaucer himself or his sources.--BOOK JACKET.

the canterbury tales character description: Chaucer in Perspective Geoffrey Lester,
1999-03-01 Norman Blake, Professor of English Language and Linguistics at Sheffield University, is
known throughout the world to scholars of mediaeval English Literature. He has published thirty
books and 140 articles on subjects as diverse as Old Norse, Old English, Middle English, early
printed books, Shakespeare, Historical Linguistics, Stylistics, Grammar, and the cultural context of
mediaeval England. He is best known as an authority on Chaucer, Caxton and Shakespeare's
language, and is director of The Canterbury Tales Project, based in the University of Sheffield, which
is a scheme to put all the manuscript and early printed versions of the poem onto computer and to
issue the transcribed texts on CD-ROM. Norman has lectured and taught in many countries, and is a
frequent contributor to international conferences. He has been a Teaching Quality Assessor in
universities in Britain and elsewhere. He is also well known (among many other things) for his work
as member of the Council of the Early English Text Society, Editor for the Index of Middle English



Prose, General Editor of Macmillan's Language of Literature series, and as Secretary of the
European Society of the Study of English. Friends and colleagues of this approachable and widely
respected scholar have come together to mark his 65th birthday in spring 1999 by contributing to
this volume. The essays-on Chaucer, Caxton and related aspects of Middle English-are not only a
tribute to Norman's work but also a valuable contribution to Middle English studies in their own
right.

the canterbury tales character description: CHAUCER'S CANTERBURY TALES NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2024-01-21 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by
emailing me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has
been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many
objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of
each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.

the canterbury tales character description: The Wife of Bath's Tale by Geoffrey Chaucer
(Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-03-28 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Wife of
Bath’s Tale with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents
an analysis of The Wife of Bath’s Tale by Geoffrey Chaucer, one of the most popular and enduring of
the Canterbury Tales. It is narrated by the eponymous Wife of Bath, a serial widow who frankly
discusses her enjoyment of sex and the control she exerted over her husbands, which would have
been seen as scandalous at the time. In the story she tells, a knight who has raped a young maiden is
sentenced to death, but granted a last-minute reprieve: if he is able to discover what women want
most within a year, his life will be spared. In the end, the knight does indeed find the answer: women
most desire to be in control of their relationship with their husband or lover. Geoffrey Chaucer was
the author of The Canterbury Tales, a collection of stories which is one of the earliest known
examples of English-language literature and has been a key influence on subsequent generations of
writers. Find out everything you need to know about The Wife of Bath’s Tale in a fraction of the
time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: * A complete plot summary °
Character studies * Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

the canterbury tales character description: The Language of Fictional Television Monika
Bednarek, 2010-09-02 With cases studies used throughout to help illustrate the more general points,
this is an analysis of the most important characteristics of television dialogue, with a focus on
fictional television. The book illustrates how we can fruitfully and systematically analyse the
language of television.

the canterbury tales character description: Chaucer Marion Turner, 2020-09-22 More than
any other canonical English writer, Geoffrey Chaucer lived and worked at the centre of political life
-- yet his poems are anything but conventional. Edgy, complicated, and often dark, they reflect a
conflicted world, and their astonishing diversity and innovative language earned Chaucer renown as
the father of English literature. Marion Turner, however, reveals him as a great European writer and



thinker. To understand his accomplishment, she reconstructs in unprecedented detail the
cosmopolitan world of Chaucer's adventurous life, focusing on the places and spaces that fired his
imagination. Uncovering important new information about Chaucer's travels, private life, and the
early circulation of his writings, this innovative biography documents a series of vivid episodes,
moving from the commercial wharves of London to the frescoed chapels of Florence and the
kingdom of Navarre, where Christians, Muslims, and Jews lived side by side. The narrative recounts
Chaucer's experiences as a prisoner of war in France, as a father visiting his daughter's nunnery, as
a member of a chaotic Parliament, and as a diplomat in Milan, where he encountered the writings of
Dante and Boccaccio. At the same time, the book offers a comprehensive exploration of Chaucer's
writings, taking the reader to the Troy of Troilus and Criseyde, the gardens of the dream visions, and
the peripheries and thresholds of The Canterbury Tales. By exploring the places Chaucer visited, the
buildings he inhabited, the books he read, and the art and objects he saw, this landmark biography
tells the extraordinary story of how a wine merchant's son became the poet of The Canterbury Tales.
-- Publisher's description.

the canterbury tales character description: Information Relative to the Appointment
and Admission of Cadets to the United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y. United
States. War Dept, 1933

the canterbury tales character description: Dialogue Analysis IX: Dialogue in Literature and
the Media, Part 1: Literature Anne Betten, Monika Dannerer, 2011-12-22 These two volumes offer a
selection of the papers held at the conference of the International Association for Dialogue Analysis
(IADA) in 2003. Volume I contains 38 articles devoted to dialogue and the phenomenon of
'dialogicity’ in literature, ranging from antiquity to a large number of modern languages and
literatures. The conversation-analytic approaches drawn upon are notable for their methodological
diversity. This is also true of the 32 articles in Volume II. The main focus here is on present-day
types of dialogue in the new electronic media and their 'traditional' counterparts (press, radio,
television, film). The examples are taken from various countries, and they are discussed in terms of
the intercultural, semiotic, translatorial, and general pragmatic issues they pose.

the canterbury tales character description: Information Relative to the Appointment
and Admission of Cadets to the United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y. Military
Academy, West Point,

the canterbury tales character description: Critical Companion to Chaucer Rosalyn
Rossignol, 2006 Examines the life and writings of Geoffrey Chaucer, including detailed synopses of
his works, explanations of literary terms, character portraits, social and historical influences, and
more.

the canterbury tales character description: Annotated Chaucer bibliography Mark Allen,
Stephanie Amsel, 2015-11-01 An extremely thorough, expertly compiled and crisply annotated
comprehensive bibliography of Chaucer scholarship between 1997 and 2010

the canterbury tales character description: Historical Pragmatics Andreas H. Jucker, Irma
Taavitsainen, 2010-09-22 The Handbook of Historical Pragmatics provides an authoritative and
accessible overview of this versatile new field in pragmatics devoted to a diachronic study of
language use and human interaction in context. It covers all areas of historical pragmatics from
grammaticalization theory to pragmatic entities, such as discourse markers, speech acts and
politeness to individual discourse domains from scientific writing to literary discourse. Each
contribution, written by a leading specialist, gives a succinct, representative and up-to-date overview
of research questions, theories, methods and recent developments in the field.

the canterbury tales character description: Father Chaucer and the Apologists Sarah
Baechle, 2025-05-06 On May 4, 1380, Cecily Chaumpaigne filed a quitclaim with the Chancery in
Westminster, releasing the poet Geoffrey Chaucer from any prosecution de raptu meo (on account of
my rape). This legal document, lost for centuries, has haunted Chaucer studies since its rediscovery
in 1873. Over the past 150 years since it reemerged, many Chaucer scholars have sought to
discount, sanitize, or excuse the release. Through a careful examination of the long Chaucer



historiography, Sarah Baechle shows how critics have read the question of Chaucer’s potential
culpability for rape through prevailing attitudes toward sexual violence. They did so, moreover, in
ways that will be very familiar to contemporary readers versed in rape culture—practices that
dismiss sexual violence by centering and promoting accused perpetrators, erasing or attacking the
victim-survivor, and minimizing the violence of the crime. Baechle pairs the necessary excavation of
this critical history with reparative readings of the poet’s narratives of sexual violence, including the
Miller’s Tale, the Reeve’s Tale, the Wife of Bath’s Tale, and Troilus and Criseyde, and she theorizes
“assailant speech” as a counterpart to survivor speech, proposing it as a new means of
understanding Chaucer’s place in feminist studies of the Middle Ages. Father Chaucer and the
Apologists is an urgently needed examination of the discourse surrounding Chaumpaigne’s quitclaim
that reveals the ties between Chaucer studies and the persistence of rape culture. This book will
appeal to students and scholars of Chaucer and of gender and sexual violence more broadly.

the canterbury tales character description: The Merchant's Prologue and Tale Geoffrey
Chaucer, 2016-06-02 Six-hundred-year-old tales with modern relevance. This stunning full-colour
edition from the bestselling Cambridge School Chaucer series explores the complete text of The
Merchant's Prologue and Tale through a wide range of classroom-tested activities and illustrated
information, including a map of the Canterbury pilgrimage, a running synopsis of the action, an
explanation of unfamiliar words and suggestions for study. Cambridge School Chaucer makes
medieval life and language more accessible, helping students appreciate Chaucer's brilliant
characters, his wit, sense of irony and love of controversy.

the canterbury tales character description: The Miller's Prologue and Tale Geoffrey
Chaucer, 2016-06-02 Six-hundred-year-old tales with modern relevance. This stunning full-colour
edition from the bestselling Cambridge School Chaucer series explores the complete text of The
Miller's Prologue and Tale through a wide range of classroom-tested activities and illustrated
information, including a map of the Canterbury pilgrimage, a running synopsis of the action, an
explanation of unfamiliar words and suggestions for study. Cambridge School Chaucer makes
medieval life and language more accessible, helping students appreciate Chaucer's brilliant
characters, his wit, sense of irony and love of controversy.
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