mike lupica safe at home

Mike Lupica Safe at Home: A Deep Dive into the Beloved Sports Novel

mike lupica safe at home is more than just a phrase; it’s the title of a cherished sports novel that
has resonated with readers, especially young sports enthusiasts, since its release. Mike Lupica, a
renowned sportswriter and author, masterfully blends the excitement of baseball with life lessons,
creating a story that captures both the thrill of the game and the challenges of growing up. If you've
been curious about what makes "Safe at Home" stand out or want to understand its themes and
impact, you're in the right place.

Who is Mike Lupica?

Before diving into the book itself, it’s essential to know a bit about the author behind “Safe at
Home.” Mike Lupica is a well-known sports columnist, commentator, and author who has written
numerous books for both adults and young readers. His expertise in sports journalism brings
authenticity to his fictional works, allowing readers to experience the intensity and drama of sports
through his vivid storytelling.

Lupica’s books often focus on young protagonists facing personal and athletic challenges, making his
stories relatable and inspiring for children and teenagers. His ability to weave real-life sports
knowledge with heartfelt narratives is what sets him apart in the world of young adult sports
literature.

Overview of “Safe at Home”

“Safe at Home” tells the story of a young boy named Pete, whose dream is to play baseball
professionally. The novel explores Pete’s journey through the ups and downs of youth sports, family
dynamics, and personal growth.

The Plot in a Nutshell

Pete is a passionate baseball player who has faced setbacks, including injuries and self-doubt.
Throughout the book, readers follow his struggles and triumphs as he learns what it truly means to
be “safe at home” — both literally on the baseball diamond and metaphorically in life. The book not
only highlights the competitive nature of youth sports but also emphasizes perseverance, teamwork,
and the importance of family support.

Key Themes in Mike Lupica Safe at Home

One of the reasons “Safe at Home” is so impactful is its exploration of relatable themes such as:



- Overcoming adversity: Pete faces challenges that test his determination and resilience.

- Friendship and teamwork: The story showcases how working with others can lead to success both
on and off the field.

- Family relationships: Pete’s interactions with his family members add depth to the narrative,
showing how support systems play a crucial role.

- Sportsmanship: Lupica emphasizes fair play and respect in sports, making it a valuable read for
young athletes.

Why “Safe at Home” Resonates with Readers

Mike Lupica’s writing style is engaging and accessible, allowing readers of various ages to connect
with his characters. “Safe at Home” is particularly popular among middle-grade readers who enjoy
sports stories that go beyond just the game.

The Authentic Baseball Experience

Lupica’s background in sports journalism shines through in the baseball scenes, where he accurately
captures the strategies, pressures, and excitement of the game. This authenticity makes the novel
appealing not only to casual readers but also to young baseball fans who crave realistic portrayals of
their favorite sport.

Life Lessons Beyond the Field

While “Safe at Home” is undeniably about baseball, it also serves as a guide for readers navigating
life’s challenges. Pete’s journey reflects common struggles young people face, such as dealing with
failure, finding confidence, and understanding the value of hard work.

How “Safe at Home” Fits Into Mike Lupica’s Body of
Work

Mike Lupica has authored numerous sports-themed books for young readers, and “Safe at Home”
stands as a significant entry among them. His other popular titles include “Travel Team,” “Heat,”
and “The Batboy.” Each book features young protagonists overcoming obstacles through sports,

making Lupica a go-to author for families seeking inspirational and entertaining sports literature.

Comparing “Safe at Home” to Other Lupica Novels

While many of Lupica’s books revolve around sports, “Safe at Home” has a unique focus on the
concept of security and belonging — themes that resonate deeply with readers beyond the baseball
diamond. Compared to “Travel Team,” which focuses on underdog triumphs, “Safe at Home” is more



introspective, exploring the internal battles that athletes often face.

Educational Value of “Safe at Home”

Educators and parents often recommend “Safe at Home” because it offers more than just a good
story. The book can be used as a tool to discuss important values and life skills.

Lessons for Young Readers

- **Goal setting:** Pete’s journey shows the importance of setting realistic goals and working
steadily toward them.

- **Resilience:** Readers learn how to bounce back from setbacks and keep pushing forward.

- **Team dynamics:** The book highlights the importance of cooperation and communication in
achieving common goals.

- *Empathy and respect:** Through Pete’s interactions, readers gain an understanding of respecting
others, whether teammates or opponents.

Incorporating “Safe at Home” into Curriculum

Teachers can integrate “Safe at Home” into reading lists to complement lessons on sportsmanship,
character development, and social-emotional learning. Discussions around the book can encourage
students to reflect on their experiences with teamwork, competition, and personal growth.

Where to Find Mike Lupica Safe at Home

For those interested in reading “Safe at Home,” the book is widely available through various
channels. You can find it at local bookstores, libraries, and online retailers. Many editions come with
reader guides, which can be helpful for educators and parents to facilitate discussions.

Formats Available

“Safe at Home” is accessible in multiple formats, including:

- Paperback and hardcover editions
- E-books for Kindle, Nook, and other digital readers
- Audiobook versions narrated by engaging voices that bring the story to life

Choosing the right format depends on your reading preferences or those of the young reader you
have in mind.



Why “Safe at Home” Still Matters Today

Despite being published some years ago, “Safe at Home” remains relevant in today’s fast-paced
world. The book’s messages about perseverance, integrity, and the importance of community are
timeless. In an era where young athletes face increasing pressures from competition and social
media, Mike Lupica’s story is a reminder of the core values that sports can teach.

Moreover, “Safe at Home” encourages readers to find balance — to dream big while appreciating
the support systems that keep them grounded. This balance is crucial for developing well-rounded
individuals who can handle both success and disappointment with grace.

As families look for wholesome, meaningful literature, Mike Lupica’s “Safe at Home” continues to be
a go-to choice that entertains and educates simultaneously.

Whether you're a baseball fan, a parent searching for inspiring books for your child, or a teacher
aiming to enrich your curriculum, “Safe at Home” offers a compelling, heartfelt story that stays with
readers long after the final page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the book '‘Safe at Home' by Mike Lupica about?

‘Safe at Home' by Mike Lupica is a middle-grade sports novel that follows a young baseball player
navigating challenges on and off the field, including family dynamics and personal growth.

Who is the main character in Mike Lupica's 'Safe at Home'?

The main character in 'Safe at Home' is a young baseball player named Jesse.

What themes are explored in 'Safe at Home' by Mike Lupica?

The book explores themes such as teamwork, perseverance, family relationships, and overcoming
adversity.

Is '‘Safe at Home' by Mike Lupica suitable for young readers?

Yes, 'Safe at Home' is targeted towards middle-grade readers, typically ages 8-12, and is suitable for
children who enjoy sports and coming-of-age stories.

Has 'Safe at Home' by Mike Lupica received any awards or
recognition?

While 'Safe at Home' has been praised for its engaging storytelling and relatable characters, specific
awards may vary; it is well-regarded among young sports fiction.



Where can I purchase 'Safe at Home' by Mike Lupica?

You can purchase 'Safe at Home' by Mike Lupica at major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon,
and possibly at your local library.

Are there other books similar to 'Safe at Home' by Mike
Lupica?

Yes, fans of 'Safe at Home' might enjoy other sports-themed middle-grade books by Mike Lupica or
authors like Gordon Korman and Matt Christopher.

Additional Resources
Mike Lupica Safe at Home: A Closer Look at the Beloved Sports Novel

mike lupica safe at home is a phrase that resonates strongly within the realm of young adult
sports literature. The book, penned by renowned author and sports columnist Mike Lupica, has
garnered acclaim for its engaging storytelling, relatable characters, and insightful portrayal of
adolescent challenges both on and off the baseball field. This article delves into an analytical review
of "Safe at Home," exploring its narrative strengths, themes, and the reasons behind its enduring
popularity.

Understanding Mike Lupica’s Narrative Style in Safe at
Home

Mike Lupica has carved out a niche in sports literature by combining authentic sports knowledge
with compelling storytelling. In "Safe at Home," Lupica employs a narrative style that balances the
excitement of baseball with the emotional growth of his young protagonist. The book is not merely a
sports story; it is a coming-of-age tale that addresses themes of family, perseverance, and personal
responsibility.

One of the key features of "Safe at Home" is Lupica’s ability to create vivid, believable characters.
The protagonist, a young baseball player, is crafted with depth and nuance, making the challenges
he faces—both athletic and personal—accessible and relatable to readers. This approach enables
Lupica to transcend the typical sports novel formula, giving readers more than just game scores and
athletic triumphs.

Thematic Exploration in Safe at Home

At its core, "Safe at Home" explores several interwoven themes that contribute to its resonance with
young readers:

» Resilience and Overcoming Adversity: The protagonist confronts various obstacles,



including family struggles and competitive pressures, highlighting the importance of
perseverance.

e Family Dynamics: Lupica examines the complexities of family relationships, particularly
focusing on support systems and the impact of parental influence on a young athlete’s
ambitions.

e Sportsmanship and Integrity: The novel emphasizes fair play and ethical behavior,
reinforcing positive values beyond just winning games.

These themes are seamlessly integrated into the storyline, making "Safe at Home" not just an
entertaining read but also a meaningful reflection on youth sports culture.

Comparative Analysis: Mike Lupica’s Safe at Home
Versus Other Sports Novels

When placed alongside other young adult sports novels, "Safe at Home" stands out for its authentic
voice and emotional depth. Unlike books that focus predominantly on the technical aspects of
baseball or the adrenaline of competition, Lupica’s work prioritizes character development and real-
life challenges.

For instance, compared to titles like "The Million Dollar Shot" by Dan Gutman or "Heat" by Mike
Lupica himself, "Safe at Home" offers a more intimate look at the protagonist’s internal struggles.
While "Heat" is action-packed with a focus on the sport’s intensity, "Safe at Home" balances the
narrative between the excitement of baseball and the protagonist’s journey toward maturity.

Moreover, Lupica’s background as a sports columnist lends credibility and insight to the depiction of
baseball culture. His nuanced understanding of the sport’s impact on youth makes "Safe at Home" a
valuable resource for readers interested in the intersection of athletics and personal growth.

Character Development and Emotional Engagement

One of the standout aspects of "Safe at Home" is how Lupica crafts the protagonist’s emotional arc.
The character’s evolution from a hopeful young athlete to someone who understands the
complexities of life beyond the diamond is portrayed with subtlety and realism.

This emotional engagement is crucial for young readers, who often find themselves navigating
similar life transitions. Lupica’s skillful writing ensures that readers are not only entertained but
also encouraged to reflect on their own experiences with ambition, disappointment, and family
expectations.



Mike Lupica Safe at Home: Educational and
Inspirational Value

Beyond its entertainment value, "Safe at Home" serves as an educational tool that offers lessons in
discipline, teamwork, and resilience. Educators and parents often recommend the book for its
positive messages and relatable content that can spark discussions about ethics in sports and
personal development.

In addition, Lupica’s portrayal of the protagonist’s dedication to practice, respect for coaches and
teammates, and ability to handle setbacks models constructive behavior for young athletes. These

elements enhance the book’s appeal as more than just a story—it becomes a guide for cultivating
character through sports.

Pros and Cons of Mike Lupica’s Safe at Home

While "Safe at Home" has many strengths, a balanced review considers both its advantages and
limitations:
e Pros:
o Authentic and relatable characters that engage readers emotionally.
o Realistic depiction of baseball and youth sports culture.
o Positive themes of resilience, family, and sportsmanship.

o Accessible language suitable for middle-grade readers.

e Cons:
o Some readers may find the pacing slower compared to more action-driven sports novels.

o Limited exploration of female characters and perspectives in a predominantly male
sports setting.

o Occasional reliance on familiar sports tropes that may feel predictable to seasoned
readers.

These considerations do not diminish the book’s value but offer context for potential readers and
educators when selecting sports literature.



The Impact of Mike Lupica Safe at Home on Youth
Sports Literature

Mike Lupica’s contribution with "Safe at Home" has helped shape the landscape of youth sports
fiction by prioritizing emotional authenticity alongside athletic themes. The book’s success
demonstrates that sports stories can serve as powerful vehicles for exploring broader human
experiences.

In an era where young readers face diverse challenges, novels like "Safe at Home" provide both
representation and guidance. Lupica’s work encourages readers to see sports as a microcosm of life,
where lessons learned on the field translate into personal growth off it.

As youth sports continue to evolve, literature that captures their complexities remains essential.
"Safe at Home" stands as a testament to the enduring appeal of well-crafted sports narratives that
honor the spirit of the game while addressing the realities of growing up.

Through his skillful storytelling and insightful themes, Mike Lupica has solidified "Safe at Home" as

a cornerstone in the genre, inspiring readers to appreciate not only the thrill of baseball but also the
life lessons embedded within every pitch and play.

Mike Lupica Safe At Home

mike lupica safe at home: Safe at Home Mike Lupica, 2008 Playing baseball was the one thing
that made twelve-year-old Nick Crandall feel at home until he found acceptance with adoptive
parents, but he faces a new struggle to fit in when he becomes the first seventh-grader ever to make
the varsity baseball team.

mike lupica safe at home: Safe at Home Mike Lupica, 2009-09-03 From #1 New York Times
bestseller Mike Lupica! Nick Crandall feels like he doesn't belong anywhere. He doesn't fit in with
his new foster parents. They don't know the first thing about sports - and he's not exactly the model
student they want him to be. It's only a matter of time until they realize he's not the right kid for
them. And Nick certainly doesn't belong playing varsity baseball. He's only twelve years old! His
teammates want a catcher their own age. But Nick needs to prove that he belongs - to his parents, to
his team, and to himself.

mike lupica safe at home: Safe at Home Mike Lupica, 2008

mike lupica safe at home: Mike Lupica Cathleen Small, 2014-08-01 Prominent sports writer
for the New York Daily News and author of adult and young adult books including Travel Team,
Heat, and Miracle on 49th Street.

mike lupica safe at home: Travel Team Mike Lupica, 2024-04-02 The #1 Bestseller!
Twelve-year-old Danny Walker may be the smallest kid on the basketball court -- but don't tell him
that. Because no one plays with more heart or court sense. But none of that matters when he is cut
from his local travel team, the very same team his father led to national prominence as a boy.
Danny's father, still smarting from his own troubles, knows Danny isn't the only kid who was cut for
the wrong reason, and together, this washed-up former player and a bunch of never-say-die kids
prove that the heart simply cannot be measured. For fans of The Bad News Bears, Hoosiers, the
Mighty Ducks, and Mike Lupica's other New York Times bestselling novels Heat, The Underdogs,
and Million-Dollar Throw, here is a book that proves that when the game knocks you down,
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champions stand tall.

mike lupica safe at home: Concept-Based Instruction Brian Scott, 2021-09-03 Teachers and
curriculum specialists are exposed to many ideas from educational leaders, but it is difficult to know
which ones can be transformed into meaningful learning experiences in the classroom.
Concept-Based Instruction:

mike lupica safe at home: Serving Boys through Readers' Advisory Michael Sullivan,
2009-12-01 Based on more than twenty years’ experience working to get boys interested in reading,
Michael Sullivan now offers his first readers’ advisory volume.

mike lupica safe at home: 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for Children Nancy ].
Keane, 2012-04-13 Created in consultation with teachers and public librarians, this fantastic
collection of 101 ready-to-use book lists provides invaluable help for any educator who plans
activities for children that involve using literature. Nancy J. Keane is the author of the
award-winning website Booktalks—Quick and Simple (nancykeane.com/booktalks), as well as the
creator of the open collaboration wiki ATN Book Lists. With 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for
Children, she provides another indispensable resource for librarians and teachers. The lists in this
book are the result of careful consultation with teachers and public librarians, and from discussions
on professional email lists. These indispensable reading lists can be used in many ways—for
example, as handouts to teachers as suggested reading, to create book displays, or as display
posters in the library. This collection will help educators support the extended reading demands of
today's children.

mike lupica safe at home: The Only Game Mike Lupica, 2016-01-12 Sixth grade is supposed to
be the year that Jack Callahan leads his team to the Little League World Series, but after his brother
dies, he loses interest in baseball and only softball star Cassie seems to understand.

mike lupica safe at home: Catcher Jason Glaser, 2011-01-01 Discusses the catcher position in
the game of baseball.

mike lupica safe at home: Fast Break Mike Lupica, 2016-08-23 From the #1 bestselling
author of Heat, Travel Team and Million-Dollar Throw comes a feel-good basketball tale reminiscent
of The Blind Side. Forced to live on his own after his mom dies and her boyfriend abandons him,
12-year-old Jayson does whatever it takes to get by. He will do anything to avoid the foster care
system. He manages to get away with his deception until the day he gets caught stealing a new pair
of basketball sneakers. Game over. Within a day a social worker places him with a family from the
other side of town, the Lawtons. New home, new school, new teammates. Jayson, at first, is
combatative, testing the Lawtons' patience at every turn. He wants out, yet the Lawtons refuse to
take the bait. But not everyone in Jayson's new life is so ready to trust him. It's on Jayson to believe
that he deserves a better life than the one he once had. The ultimate prize if he can? A trip to play in
the state finals at Cameron Indoor Stadium-home to the Duke Blue Devils and launching pad to his
dream of playing bigtime college ball. Getting there will be a journey that reaches far beyond the
basketball court. Eager fans will find this a slam-dunk. A must-purchase.-Booklist Lupica's
announcer-like delivery will have you breathless, on the edge of your seat, cheering.--Florida
Times-Union

mike lupica safe at home: Miracle on 49th Street Mike Lupica, 2007-10-04 In the tradition
of About a Boy comes a feel good sports and holiday novel from #1 New York Times bestselling
author Mike Lupica. Josh Cameron has it all: a World Championship ring with the Boston Celtics, an
MVP award, a clean-cut image, and the adoration of millions. What he doesn't have is family. Until
the day 12-year-old smartaleck Molly Parker confronts him in a parking lot and claims to be his
daughter—the only daughter of Jen Parker, Josh's college sweetheart and the still the only girl he's
ever loved. Trouble is, Jen Parker died last year, and now Molly has tracked down the father she
never knew, the one her mother never wanted her to know about. Josh Cameron cares about two
things only: himself, and basketball. The last thing this superstar wants or needs is a 12-year-old
daughter. Yet this isn't just any 12-year-old. Mr. World Champion has finally met his match. “[T]his
novel is . . . an enjoyable read with interesting peeks into the world of professional basketball. It will



appeal to young teen sports enthusiasts as well as kids just looking for a good story.” -VOYA “Lupica
delivers a winning novel, creating a realistic character in Molly. Young readers will also enjoy the
look inside Josh's pampered sports-superstar world.” -Booklist “Lupica is an extraordinarily smooth
writer with a great ear for witty repartee.” -Publisher’s Weekly

mike lupica safe at home: The Underdogs Mike Lupica, 2012-05-15 New York Times bestseller
Mike Lupica tackles football! Will Tyler may not be the biggest running back around, but no one can
touch him when it comes to hitting the hole and finding the end zone. And no one can match his love
of the game. When Will has a football in his hand, life can't touch him--his dad isn't so defeated, his
town isn't so poor, and everyone has something to cheer for. All of which does him no good if the
football season is canceled. With no funding for things like uniforms and a well-maintained playing
field, with every other family moving to find jobs, there just isn't enough money or players for a
season. It's up to Will to rally the town and give everyone a reason to believe . . .

mike lupica safe at home: Million-Dollar Throw Mike Lupica, 2010-11-16 From the #1 New
York Times bestselling author of HEAT and TRAVEL TEAM. Everyone calls Nate Brodie Brady
because he's a New England quarterback, just like his idol, Tom Brady. And now he's got a chance to
win a million dollars by throwing one pass through a target at halftime in the Patriots; Thanksgiving
night game. More than anything, Nate's family needs the money—his dad's been downsized, his
mom's working two jobs, and they're on the verge of losing their house. The worry is more weight
than a 13-year-old can bear, and it's affecting his playing for his own football team. Suddenly the boy
with the golden arm is having trouble completing a pass . . . but can he make the one that really
counts?

mike lupica safe at home: Fantasy League Mike Lupica, 2015-07-14 From the #1 New York
Times bestselling author of HEAT, TRAVEL TEAM and MILLION-DOLLAR THROW comes a story of
every football kid’s dream come true. 12-year-old Charlie is a fantasy football guru. He may be just a
bench warmer for his school's football team, but when it comes to knowing and loving the game, he's
first-string. He even becomes a celebrity when his podcast gets noticed by a sports radio host, who
plays Charlie's fantasy picks for all of Los Angeles to hear. Soon Charlie befriends the elderly owner
of the L.A. Bulldogs -- a fictional NFL team -- and convinces him to take a chance on an aging
quarterback. After that, watch out . . . it's press conferences and national fame as Charlie becomes a
media curiosity and source of conflict for the Bulldogs general manager, whose job Charlie seems to
have taken. It's all a bit much for a kid just trying to stay on top of his grades and maintain his
friendship with his verbal sparring partner, Anna. Like the best Disney film in book form, like
Moneyball for kids, Fantasy League is every football kid's dream scenario. “Lupica is the greatest
sports writer for middle school readers.” -VOYA

mike lupica safe at home: Last Man Out Mike Lupica, 2017-08-01 From the #1 bestselling
author of Heat, Travel Team and Fantasy League comes a story of heroes, family, the thrills of
skateboarding, and football. When the Brighton Bears suit up on game day, 12-year-old Tommy
Gallagher is the toughest kid on the football field. And the bravest. After all, his father Patrick is a
Boston firefighter--one of Boston's bravest. Tommy's dad taught him everything he knows about
football--and life. Yet even Tommy isn't strong enough for what happens when the sirens ring and,
for the first time, they're racing away from the fire. First man in; last man out had always been his
dad's motto . . . yet he never said anything about leaving in an ambulance. Now Tommy's biggest
battle has nothing to do with football. And the kid who always had such respect for risk on the
gridiron finds himself drawn to it off the field. Set in New England, home of the Patriots' football
dynasty, Mike Lupica shows off his trademark knack for spinning a tale that's equal parts sports
action and heart. Last Man Out is a thoughtful tribute to the bravery of firefighters and the need we
all have to live up to the level of our heroes. As is characteristic of Lupica’s books, the sports
segments, most particularly the football portions, are exceptionally well written. —VOYA In the best
traditions of sports writing, this will leave readers both breathless and thoughtful. —Booklist

mike lupica safe at home: Fisk's Homer, Willie's Catch, and the Shot Heard Round the World
G. Richard McKelvey, 1998 Mickey Owen's untimely passed ball in the 1941 World Series. Don




Larsen's perfect game. Carlton Fisk cheering for his blast to stay fair as it sailed over Boston's Green
Monster. These moments and many like them are forever etched in the minds of baseball fans.
Though other sports have produced their shares of postseason memories, it is only in baseball that
they are seemly forever remembered. The thrill of Willie Mays' overhead catch against the Cleveland
Indians or the agony of Bill Buckner's error that denied Boston its first world championship in
decades are as fresh today as they were when they occurred. The stories of 26 dramatic postseason
moments in the national pastime are told here. The background of the players, the impact of the play
on the postseason, and the lasting effect it had on those involved are fully covered.

mike lupica safe at home: The House of Wolves James Patterson, Mike Lupica, 2023-01-09
Instant New York Times Bestseller! “Patterson and Lupica make a great team.” -Carl Hiaasen,
bestselling author of Fever Beach Jenny Wolf’s murdered father has left her in charge of... ... a
multi-billion-dollar empire ...a newspaper ...a football team ...a holding company ...and the Wolf
family, which owes its fortunes to a secret pact made long ago. Should Jenny dare to break that
promise, the wolves will be at her door. “Patterson and Lupica manage to get deep into the
world...incredibly for two men...deep into the lives...of strong women.” -Louise Penny, #1
bestselling author of the Chief Inspector Gamache series

mike lupica safe at home: No Slam Dunk Mike Lupica, 2019-08-20 A sure-fire hit with readers
who love sports. -Booklist A fast-paced, heartfelt story for basketball fans that proves being a good
teammate remains the most important quality in basketball--and in life, from New York Times
bestselling author Mike Lupica. Wes' father always told him that there was only one ball in
basketball. That you had to know when to take it yourself and when to give it up, that finding the
right balance was key. So at every practice and game, Wes tries his best to be a good basketball
player and, above all, a good teammate. As the season kicks off, Wes finds that not everyone on his
team has the same idea. All-star player and the Hawks' point guard, Danilo Dinero Rey seems
determined to hold the spotlight and the ball, even if it means costing his team the game. If the
Hawks are going to make it to the playoffs, Wes will need an assist--even if it means his most
important one comes off the court. In No Slam Dunk, #1 New York Times bestseller Mike Lupica
demonstrates once again that there is no children's sports novelist today who can match his ability
to weave a story of vivid sports action and heartfelt emotion. A touching story about teamwork and
family, of selfishness and generosity, No Slam Dunk shows that even in the face of adversity, giving
your best is the surest way to victory. Praise for Mike Lupica: -Lupica is the greatest sports writer
for middle school readers.--VOYA on True Legend -Lupica will win a Pulitzer for his sportswriting
one day (he should have won it already).--The New York Times on Heat

mike lupica safe at home: Soar Joan Bauer, 2017-01-03 Newbery Honor winner Joan Bauer
hits a home run with her newest protagonist, who always sees the positive side of any situation.
Jeremiah is not one to let anything keep him down. Starting with his adoption by computer genius
Walt, Jeremiah has looked on his life as a series of lucky breaks. When a weak heart keeps him from
playing his beloved baseball, Jeremiah appoints himself the team coach. When Walt has to move for
another new assignment, Jeremiah sees it as a great chance to explore a new town. But no sooner do
they arrive than a doping scandel is revealed and the town feels betrayed and disgraced. Jeremiah
takes it as his personal mission to restore the town's morale and help the teams bounce back and
remember how to soar. Full of humor, heart, and baseball lore, Soar is Joan Bauer at her best.
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