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The Art of Political Control in China

the art of political control in china is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that has
evolved over decades, blending traditional governance philosophies with modern
technological advancements. Understanding this intricate system offers valuable insights
into how China maintains social stability, manages dissent, and projects its power both
domestically and internationally. Whether you’re a scholar, a policy analyst, or simply
curious about global politics, grasping the mechanisms behind China’s political control
sheds light on one of the most influential nations in the world today.

Historical Foundations of Political Control in
China

The roots of political control in China stretch back thousands of years, deeply influenced by
Confucianism, Legalism, and other traditional schools of thought. These philosophies
emphasized hierarchical order, social harmony, and the centralization of power, laying the
groundwork for the governance structures that persist in some form even today.

Confucianism and Social Harmony

Confucian ideals prioritize respect for authority and the importance of maintaining societal
order through moral education and proper conduct. This cultural foundation encourages
citizens to accept the legitimacy of ruling authorities, creating a social contract that
supports political stability without the need for overt coercion.

Legalism and Centralized Authority

On the other hand, Legalism advocates for strict laws and harsh punishments to enforce
compliance. This philosophy underpins much of modern China's approach to governance,
where rule of law is often used selectively to suppress dissent and maintain the party’s grip
on power.

The Role of the Communist Party in
Contemporary Political Control

Since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) has been the central pillar of political control. The CCP’s dominance is
maintained through an extensive system of party committees embedded at every level of



government, industry, and even social organizations.

Party Discipline and Internal Control

One of the CCP’s key tools is its internal disciplinary mechanisms, such as the Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI). This body monitors party members for
corruption, disloyalty, or deviation from party lines, ensuring a cohesive and obedient
leadership cadre.

Propaganda and Ideological Control

Controlling the narrative is another vital aspect of political control in China. The state
operates a vast propaganda apparatus that shapes public opinion through media,
education, and cultural institutions. The promotion of “Socialism with Chinese
characteristics” reinforces the legitimacy of the CCP and discourages alternative
viewpoints.

Technology and Surveillance: Modern Tools of
Control

In recent years, the art of political control in China has taken a high-tech turn, leveraging
big data, artificial intelligence, and pervasive surveillance to monitor and influence the
population.

Social Credit System

One of the most discussed innovations is the social credit system, which aggregates data
from various sources to assess citizens’ trustworthiness. This system incentivizes
conformity and punishes behaviors deemed undesirable by restricting access to services or
opportunities, subtly guiding social behavior.

Mass Surveillance and Facial Recognition

China’s extensive network of surveillance cameras equipped with facial recognition
technology allows authorities to track individuals in real-time. This capability not only
deters criminal activity but also suppresses political dissent by increasing the risks
associated with protest or opposition.



Internet Censorship and Information Control

The Great Firewall of China exemplifies the country’s control over digital information flows.
By filtering and blocking foreign websites, social media platforms, and search engines, the
government curtails the spread of ideas that could challenge its authority. Additionally,
online discourse is closely monitored, with sensitive topics swiftly removed, and activists
targeted.

Managing Ethnic and Regional Diversity

China’s vast geographic and ethnic diversity presents unique challenges for political
control. The CCP employs a combination of integration policies and security measures to
maintain stability in regions with distinct cultural identities.

Xinjiang and Tibet: Case Studies in Control

In areas like Xinjiang and Tibet, political control is exercised through a blend of economic
development programs, cultural assimilation efforts, and heavy security presence. The use
of re-education camps, strict surveillance, and restrictions on religious practices reflect a
strategy aimed at preventing separatism and maintaining national unity.

Balancing Development and Control

The government emphasizes economic growth as a means to legitimize its rule, particularly
in minority regions. By improving infrastructure and living standards, the CCP seeks to
foster loyalty while simultaneously keeping a tight grip on political expression.

Soft Power and International Influence

Political control in China is not limited to its borders. The country actively projects its
governance model and values abroad through diplomacy, media, and investment.

Exporting the Model

China promotes its development path as an alternative to Western liberal democracy,
appealing to other nations with similar aspirations for stability and growth. This soft power
approach extends the influence of Chinese political control on a global scale.



Controlling the Narrative Overseas

Through Confucius Institutes, state-run media, and diplomatic channels, China shapes
international perceptions, countering criticism and promoting its vision of governance. This
sophisticated communication strategy complements its domestic control methods.

Insights into the Future of Political Control in
China

Looking ahead, the art of political control in China will likely become even more
sophisticated as technology advances and social dynamics evolve. The CCP faces
challenges such as a growing middle class, increased internet connectivity, and
international scrutiny, all of which require adaptive strategies.

Innovation and Adaptation

The government’s continuous investment in Al and data analytics suggests a future where
control is more predictive and personalized, potentially transforming how power is
exercised at the individual level.

Balancing Control with Openness

China may also experiment with limited openness to innovation and global engagement
while maintaining strict political oversight, trying to strike a balance that supports economic
development without compromising the CCP’s authority.

Understanding the art of political control in China reveals a dynamic interplay of tradition,
ideology, technology, and strategy. It is a testament to the country’s unique path and offers
important lessons on the complexities of governance in the modern era.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key methods used by the Chinese
government to maintain political control?

The Chinese government employs a combination of strict censorship, surveillance, control
of the media, the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP) dominance over the state apparatus,
and the use of legal and extralegal measures to suppress dissent and maintain political
stability.



How does the Chinese Communist Party ensure its
continued leadership and legitimacy?

The CCP ensures its leadership through a combination of ideological control, promotion of
nationalism, economic development to improve living standards, control over education
and propaganda, and suppression of opposition to present itself as the only viable
governing body.

What role does censorship play in the art of political
control in China?

Censorship is a critical tool in controlling information flow, limiting the spread of ideas that
could challenge the CCP's authority, preventing mobilization of opposition, and shaping
public opinion in favor of the government’s policies and narratives.

How does technology enhance political control in
China?

Technology, including advanced surveillance systems, facial recognition, internet
monitoring, and Al-driven data analysis, allows the Chinese government to monitor citizens

extensively, detect dissent early, and enforce political conformity more efficiently than ever
before.

In what ways does the Chinese government control civil
society and grassroots organizations?

The government regulates civil society by requiring organizations to register and align with
CCP directives, placing party officials within key groups, restricting foreign funding, and
shutting down or co-opting groups that are seen as a threat to political stability.

How does China's political control impact freedom of
expression and human rights?

China's political control often results in limited freedom of expression, strict regulation of
speech and assembly, detention of activists and dissidents, and widespread human rights
concerns, as the government prioritizes stability and party control over individual rights.

What is the significance of the Social Credit System in
China's political control strategy?

The Social Credit System serves as a mechanism to enforce conformity and loyalty by
rewarding compliant behavior and punishing actions deemed undesirable by the state,
thereby extending political control into everyday social and economic life.



Additional Resources
The Art of Political Control in China

the art of political control in china represents a complex and multifaceted system that
has evolved over decades, combining traditional governance with modern technological
innovations. This intricate framework has enabled the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) to
maintain its authority and manage a population exceeding 1.4 billion people, while
navigating economic reforms, social changes, and international scrutiny. Understanding this
system requires an exploration of its historical roots, institutional mechanisms, and the
strategic use of technology and ideology.

Historical Context and Foundations

The art of political control in China is deeply rooted in the country’s historical governance
traditions, influenced by Confucianism, imperial bureaucracy, and Marxist-Leninist ideology.
The CCP’s rise to power in 1949 marked a pivotal transformation, as political control
became centralized under a single-party system. Throughout Mao Zedong'’s era, political
control was characterized by mass mobilization campaigns, ideological purity, and
suppression of dissent.

Post-Mao reforms introduced by Deng Xiaoping in the late 1970s shifted the focus towards
economic modernization, but political control remained tightly in the hands of the CCP. The
party has continuously adapted its methods to maintain legitimacy, emphasizing political
stability as essential for economic growth and national unity.

Institutional Mechanisms of Control

The Role of the Chinese Communist Party

At the core of the art of political control in China lies the CCP, which controls all key levers
of power. The party’s supremacy is enshrined in the Constitution, and it operates through a
highly organized hierarchy extending from the Politburo Standing Committee to local party
cells. Party discipline is enforced through mechanisms such as the Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection, which monitors corruption and loyalty within the ranks.

Legal and Security Apparatus

China’s legal system plays a dual role in political control: it provides a framework for
governance while also serving as an instrument for suppressing dissent. High-profile
political cases and broad definitions of crimes like “subversion” or “inciting separatism”
enable authorities to curb opposition. The security apparatus, including the Ministry of
Public Security and the state intelligence services, is robust and operates extensively at all



levels.

The use of mass surveillance, public security campaigns, and strict control over civil society
organizations are hallmarks of this system. The expansion of the social credit system
illustrates how legal and technological tools intertwine to enforce conformity and control
behavior.

Media and Information Control

Controlling the narrative is a central pillar of political control in China. The CCP exerts tight
control over traditional media outlets, while also regulating digital platforms. The Great
Firewall restricts access to foreign websites and social media, limiting exposure to
alternative viewpoints. State media outlets propagate the official line, often emphasizing
themes of nationalism, social harmony, and the party’s achievements.

Internet censorship is sophisticated and dynamic, using artificial intelligence and human
censors to monitor and remove content that challenges the party’s authority. The
government has also promoted “positive energy” campaigns to encourage citizen
participation in reinforcing official narratives.

Technological Innovations in Political Control

Surveillance and Big Data

The art of political control in China has been dramatically enhanced by the integration of
cutting-edge technologies. Surveillance infrastructure is extensive, featuring millions of
CCTV cameras equipped with facial recognition capabilities. These systems are augmented
by big data analytics that collect, process, and interpret vast amounts of personal
information.

This technological landscape enables authorities to monitor public spaces, predict potential
unrest, and manage populations with unprecedented precision. Regional applications, such
as in Xinjiang, demonstrate how technology is deployed to monitor and control ethnic
minorities under the guise of counter-terrorism.

Social Credit System

One of the most discussed innovations is the social credit system, which consolidates data
from financial records, social behavior, and legal compliance into a scoring mechanism.
While still in development and varying regionally, the system incentivizes conformity by
rewarding “trustworthy” behavior and penalizing actions deemed undesirable.

Critics argue that this system can entrench social inequalities and suppress freedoms, while



proponents claim it promotes social responsibility and reduces fraud. Regardless, the social
credit system exemplifies how technology underpins modern political control strategies.

Ideology and Propaganda

Maintaining Ideological Hegemony

The art of political control in China is not solely dependent on coercion but also on
ideological persuasion. The CCP continuously promotes its legitimacy through a
combination of Marxist-Leninist principles adapted to Chinese realities and nationalism.
Political education campaigns, patriotic media, and controlled academic environments
ensure that the party’s worldview permeates society.

Managing Dissent and Public Opinion

Rather than relying exclusively on overt repression, the CCP employs sophisticated
methods to manage dissent. This includes co-opting influential voices, employing online
commentators known as the “50 Cent Army” to steer online discussions, and offering
controlled channels for grievances to prevent escalation.

By controlling public opinion and framing policy debates, the party aims to maintain social
stability and prevent the emergence of organized opposition.

Comparative Perspectives and Challenges

Compared to other authoritarian regimes, China’s art of political control is distinguished by
its scale, technological integration, and adaptability. Unlike the Soviet Union’s collapse
under political stagnation, the CCP’s ability to reform economically while retaining political
rigidity is remarkable.

However, this system faces challenges, including demographic shifts, economic disparities,
and rising demands for individual rights, especially among younger generations.
International pressure regarding human rights and transparency also poses dilemmas for
Beijing.

The balance between control and flexibility remains delicate, as excessive repression risks
social unrest, while too much openness could threaten the party’s monopoly on power.

Implications for Global Governance and Future



Trends

China’s model of political control has attracted both admiration and criticism
internationally. Some developing countries view it as an alternative path to modernization
without Western-style liberal democracy. The export of surveillance technology and digital
authoritarianism has become a significant aspect of China’s global influence.

Looking ahead, the art of political control in China is likely to evolve with advances in
artificial intelligence, biotechnology, and cyber capabilities. How the CCP navigates these
developments will shape not only China’s domestic trajectory but also the global
geopolitical landscape.

In sum, the art of political control in China is a dynamic and sophisticated system that
integrates historical governance traditions, institutional authority, ideological influence, and
state-of-the-art technology. This layered approach allows the CCP to maintain a firm grip on
power while managing the complexities of a rapidly changing society.

The Art Of Political Control In China

the art of political control in china: The Art of Political Control in China Daniel C.
Mattingly, 2020 Civil society groups can strengthen an autocratic state's coercive capacity, helping
to suppress dissent and implement far-reaching policies.

the art of political control in china: Unter Druck - Westliche Demokratie zwischen
innerer Uberforderung und auBerer Herausforderung Rainer Lisowski, 2023 Westliche
Demokratien stehen unter Druck. Und das sowohl von innen als auch von aulSen. Einerseits plagen
sie Selbstzweifel iiber ihren weiteren Weg, andererseits treten autokratische Regime zunehmend
selbstbewusst auf. Wie groR ist die Gefahr, unser Staatsmodell durch eine Uberbetonung von
Demokratie, ubermallige Moralisierung und exzessive Technokratie auszuhohlen? Wie sollte den
aufstrebenden Autokratien Asiens - etwa China oder Singapur - angemessen entgegengetreten
werden? Dieses Buch untersucht aus einem liberal-konservativem Blickwinkel die offenkundig
tiefgreifenden Herausforderungen fur die demokratischen Gesellschaften und versucht einige
Antworten zu geben.

the art of political control in china: The Sentinel State Minxin Pei, 2024-02-13 Rising
prosperity was supposed to bring democracy to China, yet the Communist Party’s political monopoly
endures. How? Minxin Pei looks to the surveillance state. Though renowned for high-tech
repression, China’s surveillance system is above all a labor-intensive project. Pei delves into the
human sources of coercion at the foundation of CCP power.

the art of political control in china: The People's Congresses and Governance in China Ming
Xia, 2007-10-30 This book provides a balanced assessment of China’s communist rule, its viability as
well as its prospect of democracy. The People's Congresses and Governance in China presents a
complex but convincing analysis of the transformation of governance in China. As the first systemic
and theoretical study of China’s provincial legislatures, it draws our attention to one of the most
promising growth points in China’s changing constitutional order. Through in depth and first hand
research, the author provides a comprehensive explanation about why the provincial legislatures
have acquired institutional maturation and expanded power in the context of Chinese transitional
political economy. The book portrays an innovative pattern of legislative development, sums up
pragmatic local strategies for market creation, and identifies multiple dynamics for promoting
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accountability and democracy. Based upon the case study of provincial legislatures, Ming Xia reveals
the formation of a new mode of governance in China’s national politics: the network structure
featuring institutional arrangements and the mohe (co-operation through competition) pattern of
interaction abided by the major power players. This volume will be of interest to parliamentary
scholars and parliamentarians who are concerned with the role of parliaments in transitional politics
and economies of both post-communist and developing countries. It will also appeal to students and
researchers of Chinese politics, governance and Asian studies.

the art of political control in china: Retrofitting Leninism Dimitar D. Gueorguiev, 2021
Retrofitting Leninism explains, through the lens of China, how open governance and modern
information technology come together to sustain a tightly controlled but socially responsive system
of authoritarianism. When closed authoritarian regimes reform and open up, they often fail, most
eventually breakdown. The People's Republic of China stands as a notable exception. How has the
ruling Chinese Communist Party maintained power throughout decades of reform and rapid
development? Drawing inspiration from the CCP's Leninist origins, Dimitar Gueorguiev offers a
novel and empirically grounded explanation. The key to the CCP's staying power, he argues, is its
ability to integrate authoritarian control with social inclusion - a combination that is being facilitated
by modern telecommunications technology. Relying on statistical data, media reports, and a series of
original opinion polls, Gueorguiev explores how public input feeds into political oversight and policy
planning. To unpack how public preferences are acquired, processed, and prioritized, he analyses
bottom-up representation and coordination in local Chinese legislatures. Finally, to evaluate the
impact of inclusion, he shows that public engagement contributes to both policy stability and public
satisfaction. Although public inclusion is instrumental to the CCP's hold on power, Gueorguiev
underscores that inclusive authoritarianism greatly depends on the voluntary participation of
Chinese citizens, which is far from guaranteed. A trenchant exploration of the Leninist model today,
Retrofitting Leninism will reshape our understanding of the authoritarian approach to government
and its prospects for the future.

the art of political control in china: HCI in Business, Government and Organizations.
Information Systems and Analytics Fiona Fui-Hoon Nah, Keng Siau, 2019-07-10 This two-volume
set LNCS 11588 and 11589 constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 6th International Conference
on Business, Government, and Organizations, HCIBGO 2019, held in July 2019 as part of HCI
International 2019 in Orlando, FL, USA. HCII 2019 received a total of 5029 submissions, of which
1275 papers and 209 posters were accepted for publication after a careful reviewing process. The 63
papers presented in these two volumes are organized in topical sections named: Electronic, Mobile
and Ubiquitous Commerce, eBanking and Digital Money, Consumer Behaviour, Business Information
Systems, Dashboards and Visualization, Social Media and Big Data Analytics in B

the art of political control in china: The Political Economy of Banking Governance in
China Xuming Yang, 2017-04-21 Chinese state banks, which were considered technically insolvent
in the 1990s, are at present among the largest and most important banks in the world. This book,
based on the author’s research and also on his extensive experience of working in Chinese banks,
explores how Chinese banks’ technical efficiency and organisational flexibility have been achieved
whilst ownership and control by the Chinese Communist Party have continued. The author reveals a
distinctly non-Western approach to corporate governance, but one that has nevertheless worked
very well.

the art of political control in china: Workers and Change in China Manfred Elfstrom,
2021-01-21 Rising labour unrest is changing Chinese governance from below; Elfstrom shows that
this is occurring in unexpected and contradictory ways.

the art of political control in china: Social Disciplining and Civilising Processes in China
Thomas Heberer, 2023-08-11 This book argues that a major part of the Chinese government’s road
map, formulated in 2017, to modernise China comprehensively by 2049 is the process of social
disciplining. It contends that the Chinese state sees that modernisation and modernity encompass
not only economic and political-administrative change but are also related to the organisation of



society in general and the disciplining of this society and its individuals to create people with
“modernised” minds and behaviour; and that, moreover, the Chinese state is aspiring to a modernity
with “Chinese characteristics”. The question of modernising by disciplining was extensively dealt
with in the twentieth century by leading Western social scientists including Max Weber, Norbert
Elias and Michel Foucault, who argued that disciplining, extending from external coercion towards
the internalisation of restraints, is indispensable for achieving social order and thereby for
“civilisation” -but defined from a European perspective, in relation to developments in Europe. This
book therefore not only discusses the Chinese experience of social disciplining, but also, by looking
at a non-Western society, identifies universal tendencies of societal change and social disciplining
and separates them from particular occurrences.

the art of political control in china: Painters and Politics in the People's Republic of
China, 1949-1979 Julia Frances Andrews, Andrews, Julia Frances Andrews, Center for chinese
studies (Ann Arbor, Mich.), 1994-01-01 That Julia Andrews has reached sources that are so sensitive
and difficult with such success is remarkable. The book is unquestionably a brilliant job,
well-written, understandable, and of enormous scholarly value.--Joan Lebold Cohen, author of The
New Chinese Painting

the art of political control in china: The Party Leads All Jacques deLisle, Guobin Yang,
2022-09-27 Examining the past, current, and potential future roles of the Communist Party in
governing China The Chinese Communist Party and its polices touch nearly every aspect of life in
China and dominate some. An often-quoted current phrase—one with roots in the era of Mao
Zedong—says “the Party leads all.” Under the leadership of Xi Jinping, the Party determines much of
what is permitted and prohibited in the country's social, economic, and political activity, as well as
China's increasingly consequential foreign relations. Even so, the Communist Party always has faced
limits on what it can control, and it may encounter new obstacles ahead. This book addresses
important questions about the current and future roles of the party: Has Xi's tenure brought a
qualitative increase in the pursuit, or achievement, of party control? How is party rule shaped and
exercised by internal party dynamics, the party's control over the state, society, economy, foreign
affairs, government institutions and rules, and ideology? How serious are the threats to party
strength and success posed by Xi's approach to power, corruption in the party's ranks, a rapidly
changing society, a fraught international environment, or a possibly overly ambitious agenda for
party control? Leading scholars examine these questions from several disciplinary perspectives,
each focusing on a key area of the party and its efforts to lead, control, or influence the world
around it. This book offers the most comprehensive and up-to-date assessment of the party's roles in
China's economy, government, civil society, legal system, military affairs, and foreign policy. It does
so at a critical moment, with the full contours of the Xi Jinping era in China becoming more evident
and as the CCP reaches its 100th anniversary and nears three-quarters of a century in power. It will
be essential reading for all scholars, students, and policy-makers interested in contemporary China.

the art of political control in china: Tan Kah-kee Ching Fatt Yong, Julio Antonio Gonzalo,
Manuel Maria Carreira, 2014 This is an in-depth study of not just about Tan Kah-kee, but also the
making of a legend through his deeds, self-sacrifices, fortitude and foresight. This revised edition
sheds new light on his political agonies in Mao's China over campaigns against capitalists and
intellectuals.

the art of political control in china: Appearance Politics Lex Lu, 2024-11-15 Lex Lu argues
in Appearance Politics that crafting an appealing and powerful outward image has long been an
essential political instrument in China. Its traces may be found in historical records, imperial
portraits, physiognomic prognostications, photographs, posters, statues, and digital images.
Employing rare archival materials from Beijing, Shanghai, and Nanjing, Lu tells the story of these
political maneuverings. We learn the ways in which political actors and their agents designed their
images, and we observe the shifting standards of male beauty that guided their decisions.
Appearance Politics examines five case studies: the usurpation of Ming Prince Zhu Di; the rise of
Manchu masculinity and its mixed standards of Han Chinese and Manchu beauty at the Yongzheng



court; the use of modern photography and Western male beauty standards at the turn of the
twentieth century; the making of the Republican founding father Sun Yat-sen; and the creation of
visual templates of Mao Zedong. Lu's rich empirical study counters systematic stereotypical
descriptions of Chinese male leadership embedded in Western media and scholarship.

the art of political control in china: Understanding Comparative Politics Lisa A. Baglione,
2023-11-08 Baglione speaks cogently to our current generation of college students, who came of age
amidst resurgent racism and an unprecedented pandemic. —Audie Klotz, Syracuse University It’s
time for a new approach to help students engage more fully with comparative politics. By elevating
all the components of identity as core elements of any political system, Lisa A. Baglione’s
Understanding Comparative Politics helps students better appreciate the lived realities of people
around the world. The book puts issues of race, gender, ethnicity, and religion in context,
encouraging students to think critically about world regions and individual countries through the
lens of current issues like social justice movements and the COVID-19 pandemic. Throughout the
book, Baglione empowers students to be active learners in this sometimes-daunting subject by
engaging them in important questions, grounding them in foundational concepts like geography, and
helping them make personal connections. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and
learning package. Learning Platform / Courseware Sage Vantage is an intuitive learning platform
that integrates quality Sage textbook content with assignable multimedia activities and auto-graded
assessments to drive student engagement and ensure accountability. Unparalleled in its ease of use
and built for dynamic teaching and learning, Vantage offers customizable LMS integration and
best-in-class support. It's a learning platform you, and your students, will actually love. . Assignable
Video with Assessment Assignable video (available in Sage Vantage) is tied to learning objectives
and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. LMS Cartridge: Import this title’s
instructor resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use
an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the
password-protected Instructor Resource Site.

the art of political control in china: China's Political System Sebastian Heilmann,
2016-12-08 The Chinese government is one of the most important actors in international affairs
today. To thoroughly understand how the People’s Republic of China has grown in power requires a
careful analysis of its political system. To what extent can China’s economic achievements be
attributed to the country’s political system and its policies? What are the effects of economic
modernization and global economic integration on the Chinese polity? Is the Chinese political system
capable of adapting to changing economic, technological, social, and international conditions?
Exploring these central questions, this definitive book provides readers with a comprehensive
assessment of the preconditions, prospects, and risks associated with China’s political development.

the art of political control in china: Modern Chinese Religion II: 1850 - 2015 (2 vols.) ,
2015-10-20 The last of four two-volume sets on the key periods of paradigm shift in Chinese religious
and cultural history, this book examines the transformation of values in China since 1850, in the
“secular” realms of economics, science, medicine, aesthetics, media, and gender, and in each of the
major religions (Confucianism, Buddhism, Daoism, Christianity) as well as in Marxist discourse. The
nation and science are the values invoked most frequently, with the market and democracy a distant
second. As in previous periods of fundamental change in Chinese history, rationalization and
secularization have played central roles, but interiorization nearly disappears as a driving force. Also
in continuity with the past, the state insists on an exclusive right to define and adjudicate orthodoxy.
Contributors include: Daniel H. Bays, Sébastien Billioud, Adam Yuet Chau, Na Chen, Philip Clart,
Walter B. Davis, Arif Dirlik, Thomas David DuBois, Lizhu Fan, David Faure, Melissa Wei-Tsing
Inouye, Ji Zhe, Xiaofei Kang, Eric I. Karchmer, André Laliberté, Angela Ki Che Leung, Xun Liu,
Richard Madsen, David Ownby, Ellen Oxfeld, Volker Scheid, Grace Yen Shen, Michael Szonyi, Wang
Chien-ch’uan, Xue Yu

the art of political control in china: IMS 2002 Leuven International Musicological Society.
Congress, 2002



the art of political control in china: Bericht Uber Den ... Internationalen
Musikwissenschaftlichen Kongress International Musicological Society. Congress, 2002

the art of political control in china: Other Rivers Peter Hessler, 2024-08-29 'Memorable...
One of [China's] most astute and sensitive foreign observers' Financial Times 'Compassionate... full
of warmth' Guardian More than twenty years after teaching English to China's first boom generation
at a small college in Sichuan Province, Peter Hessler returned to teach the next generation. At the
same time, Hessler's twin daughters became the only Westerners in a student body of about two
thousand in their local primary school. Through reconnecting with his previous students now in their
forties - members of China's Reform generation - and teaching his current undergraduates, Hessler
is able to tell an intimately unique story about China's incredible transformation over the past
quarter-century. In the late 1990s, almost all of Hessler's students were the first of their families to
enrol in higher education, sons and daughters of subsistence farmers who could offer little guidance
as their children entered a brand-new world. By 2019, when Hessler arrived at Sichuan University,
he found a very different China and a new kind of student - an only child whose schooling was the
object of intense focus from a much more ambitious and sophisticated cohort of parents. Hessler's
new students have a sense of irony about the regime but mostly navigate its restrictions with
equanimity, and embrace the astonishing new opportunities China's boom affords. But the pressures
of this system of extreme 'meritocracy' at scale can be gruesome, even for much younger children,
including his own daughters, who give him a first-hand view of raising a child in China. In Peter
Hessler's hands, China's education system is the perfect vehicle for examining what's happened to
the country, where it's going, and what we can learn from it. At a time when relations between the
UK and China fracture, Other Rivers is a tremendous, indeed an essential gift, a work of enormous
human empathy that rejects cheap stereotypes and shows us China from the inside out and the
bottom up, using as a measuring stick this most universally relatable set of experiences. As both a
window onto China and a distant mirror onto our own education system, Other Rivers is a classic, a
book of tremendous value and compelling human interest.

the art of political control in china: Ecological States Jesse Rodenbiker, 2023-06-15
Ecological States examines ecological policies in the People's Republic of China to show how
campaigns of scientifically based environmental protection transform nature and society. While
many point to China's ecological civilization programs as a new paradigm for global environmental
governance, Jesse Rodenbiker argues that ecological redlining extends the reach of the authoritarian
state. Although Chinese urban sustainability initiatives have driven millions of citizens from their
land and housing, Rodenbiker shows that these migrants are not passive subjects of state policy.
Instead, they creatively navigate resettlement processes in pursuit of their own benefit. However,
their resistance is limited by varied forms of state-backed infrastructural violence. Through
extensive fieldwork with scientists, urban planners, and everyday citizens in southwestern China,
Ecological States exposes the ways in which the scientific logics and practices fundamental to
China's green urbanization have solidified state power and contributed to dispossession and social
inequality. With support from the Henry Luce Foundation, our goal is to produce all titles in this
series both in Open Access, for reasons of global accessibility and equity, as well as in print editions.
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