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believe from the polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen
ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo ssa is a captivating choral piece that
has found a special place in holiday repertoires across schools, churches,
and community choirs. This arrangement brings the magical essence of the
beloved Polar Express soundtrack to life, combining the heartfelt lyrics and
evocative music originally crafted by Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard, with
the thoughtful choral adaptation by Mark Hayes. For choral directors and
singers alike, this piece offers a beautiful way to embrace the spirit of
Christmas through rich harmonies and meaningful storytelling.

Exploring the Origins: Alan Silvestri and Glen
Ballard’s Masterpiece

The song “Believe” was first introduced in the 2004 animated film *The Polar
Express*, a holiday classic that has enchanted audiences of all ages. Alan
Silvestri, renowned for his film scores, composed the music, while Glen
Ballard, an accomplished songwriter and producer, contributed the poignant
lyrics. Together, their collaboration produced a song that is both
inspirational and emotionally stirring, focusing on themes of faith, hope,
and the magic of believing in something greater.

The original soundtrack captures the wonder of the holiday season, making it
ideal for choral arrangements. The melodic lines are memorable yet flexible
enough to allow for beautiful vocal interpretations, which is why Mark Hayes’
choral octavo arrangement has become a favorite among SSA choirs (soprano,
soprano, alto).

Mark Hayes’ Choral Octavo SSA Arrangement

Mark Hayes is a prolific arranger and composer, known for his ability to
craft accessible yet artistically rich music for choirs. His arrangement of
“Believe” for SSA voices is particularly notable because it highlights the
innocence and purity of youth, which perfectly complements the song’s



message.

Why SSA Scoring Works for “Believe”

SSA voicing allows for a lighter, more ethereal sound that resonates with the
themes of wonder and magic in the Polar Express story. This scoring is ideal
for women’s choirs, youth choirs, and mixed choirs looking to emphasize
treble voices. The arrangement balances melodic clarity with harmonic depth,
making it suitable for both intermediate and advanced choirs.

Musical Features of the Arrangement

- **Expressive Dynamics:** Mark Hayes’ arrangement makes use of dynamic
contrasts to convey the emotional highs and lows of the song. From soft,
reflective passages to powerful crescendos, the dynamics help tell the story.
- **Rich Harmonies:** The SSA harmony parts enrich the melody, creating a
lush soundscape that supports the lyrics without overshadowing them.
- **Accessible Range:** While the piece challenges singers to control tone
and blend, the vocal range remains well within comfortable limits for most
SSA ensembles.
- **Piano Accompaniment:** The choral octavo includes a piano part that
complements the voices beautifully, providing rhythmic drive and harmonic
support.

Performance Tips for Choir Directors

Bringing “Believe” to life requires attention to both musicality and
storytelling. Here are some helpful tips for directors preparing this piece
with their SSA choir:

Focus on phrasing: The lyrics carry significant emotional weight.
Encourage singers to shape phrases naturally, paying attention to breath
control and subtle dynamic changes.

Blend and balance: Since the arrangement relies heavily on treble
voices, blending is crucial. Spend time tuning chords and balancing
sections so the harmonies shine without overpowering the melody.

Express the narrative: “Believe” tells a story of faith and wonder. Work
with your choir to connect emotionally to the text, using facial
expressions and body language during performance.

Use the piano part effectively: The accompaniment is integral to the
mood. Collaborate closely with your pianist to ensure tempo and



expression align with the choir’s interpretation.

Why “Believe” Resonates with Audiences

The enduring appeal of “Believe” lies in its universal message and beautiful
musical setting. The lyrics encourage listeners to hold onto hope and the
magic of belief, which resonates deeply during the holiday season. When
arranged for SSA choir by Mark Hayes, the song’s emotional impact is
heightened, making it a memorable part of any concert or service.

Connecting with Younger Singers

SSA choirs often consist of children and adolescent singers who bring a
natural innocence to the performance. This arrangement harnesses that
youthful energy, making the message of “Believe” feel authentic and
heartfelt. Singing this piece can be an uplifting experience for young
performers, fostering a sense of community and shared joy.

Versatility in Performance Settings

Because of its arrangement and length, “Believe” is adaptable for various
holiday events—from formal concerts and worship services to school assemblies
and community gatherings. The piece’s emotional arc and festive nature make
it a perfect centerpiece or encore.

Where to Find the Choral Octavo and Licensing
Information

For directors interested in adding this beautiful arrangement to their
library, the choral octavo for “Believe from the Polar Express words and
music by Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard arr Mark Hayes choral octavo SSA” is
available through major music publishers and distributors. It typically
includes the full vocal score and piano accompaniment.

When planning to perform this piece publicly, it’s important to secure the
appropriate performance rights and licenses to respect copyright laws. Most
publishers provide straightforward licensing options for schools, churches,
and community ensembles.



Enhancing Your Performance Experience

To create a truly magical experience with “Believe,” consider incorporating
elements like:

Simple staging or lighting: Soft blue or white lighting can evoke a
wintery, dreamy atmosphere.

Costuming: Coordinated choir outfits or festive accessories can add
visual appeal without distracting from the music.

Multimedia: Projecting scenes from *The Polar Express* or thematic
imagery during the performance can deepen audience engagement.

These touches can transform a beautiful choral piece into an unforgettable
holiday moment.

---

The combination of Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard’s heartfelt songwriting
with Mark Hayes’ sensitive SSA arrangement has created a choral work that
continues to inspire and delight. Whether performed by a youth choir in a
school auditorium or a community choir in a church sanctuary, “Believe from
the Polar Express words and music by Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard arr Mark
Hayes choral octavo SSA” invites singers and listeners alike to embrace the
wonder and hope that define the holiday season.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Believe' from The Polar Express arranged by
Mark Hayes?
'Believe' from The Polar Express is a choral piece originally composed by
Alan Silvestri with lyrics by Glen Ballard, arranged for SSA (Soprano,
Soprano, Alto) voices by Mark Hayes. It is part of the choral octavo series
and is popular for holiday performances.

What voice parts are included in the SSA arrangement
of 'Believe' by Mark Hayes?
The SSA arrangement of 'Believe' by Mark Hayes is scored for three female
voice parts: Soprano 1, Soprano 2, and Alto.



Where can I find the sheet music for 'Believe' from
The Polar Express arranged by Mark Hayes?
The sheet music for 'Believe' from The Polar Express arranged by Mark Hayes
is available through various choral music retailers and publishers, such as
Hal Leonard and Sheet Music Plus, often listed under choral octavos SSA.

What style or mood does the arrangement of 'Believe'
by Mark Hayes convey?
Mark Hayes's arrangement of 'Believe' captures a warm, inspirational, and
festive mood suitable for holiday choral performances, highlighting the
magical and hopeful themes of The Polar Express.

Is the arrangement of 'Believe' suitable for school
choirs?
Yes, the SSA arrangement by Mark Hayes is well-suited for school choirs,
especially middle and high school female or treble choirs, due to its
accessible vocal ranges and engaging holiday theme.

Can 'Believe' from The Polar Express arranged by
Mark Hayes be performed a cappella?
While the original arrangement includes piano accompaniment, many choirs
choose to perform 'Believe' a cappella or with minimal accompaniment,
depending on the choir's skill level and performance context.

Additional Resources
Believe from the Polar Express Words and Music by Alan Silvestri and Glen
Ballard Arr Mark Hayes Choral Octavo SSA: A Professional Review

believe from the polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen
ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo ssa stands as a remarkable choral piece
that has captured the hearts of both performers and audiences alike.
Originating from the beloved holiday film The Polar Express, this arrangement
by Mark Hayes offers a fresh, accessible interpretation for SSA choirs,
blending the evocative melodies of Alan Silvestri with the lyrical depth of
Glen Ballard’s words. This article delves into the musical and lyrical
qualities of this choral octavo, its suitability for various ensembles, and
its place within contemporary holiday choral repertoires.



Exploring the Origins and Composition

The song "Believe" first gained widespread acclaim as part of the 2004
animated film The Polar Express, with music composed by Alan Silvestri and
lyrics penned by Glen Ballard. The original piece features a sweeping
orchestral arrangement that complements the magical narrative of the story,
emphasizing themes of faith, wonder, and the spirit of Christmas. Mark Hayes,
an esteemed arranger known for his skillful adaptations for choral ensembles,
has meticulously crafted this SSA arrangement to maintain the emotional
integrity of the original while rendering it accessible for smaller, treble-
voice choirs.

The choral octavo format offers a valuable resource for school and community
choirs seeking a holiday piece that balances technical challenge with
emotional resonance. The SSA voicing—Soprano 1, Soprano 2, and Alto—caters to
female and youth choirs, making it an inclusive option across a range of
vocal abilities.

Musical Characteristics and Arrangement Style

Mark Hayes’s arrangement preserves the lush harmonic textures that
characterize Silvestri’s original score, but he adapts the orchestration into
three-part vocal harmonies that are both singable and expressive. The
arrangement features varied dynamics and subtle rhythmic nuances that give
the choir opportunities to develop interpretative skills. The melodic lines
are distributed thoughtfully among the soprano and alto parts, creating a
balanced and engaging sonic tapestry.

The piece’s pacing allows for moments of quiet reflection juxtaposed with
stirring crescendos, mirroring the emotional arc of the lyrics. This dynamic
contrast is essential for maintaining audience engagement and providing
performers with a dramatic narrative to convey.

Lyricism and Thematic Content

Glen Ballard’s lyrics for "Believe" encapsulate the central message of hope
and faith integral to The Polar Express story. The words emphasize the
importance of believing in the intangible—the magic of the holiday season and
the power of imagination. This thematic content makes the song a poignant
choice for holiday concerts and community events.

The arrangement by Mark Hayes respects the lyric phrasing and ensures clarity
of text delivery, which is critical for choirs aiming to connect emotionally
with their audiences. The simplicity and universality of the lyrics also
facilitate inclusivity, allowing singers of various ages and backgrounds to
internalize and express the song’s message meaningfully.



Performance Considerations and Practical
Applications

When selecting choral literature for holiday performances, directors often
seek pieces that are both artistically rewarding and logistically feasible.
The believe from the polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen
ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo ssa meets several criteria that make it
a practical choice:

Vocal Range: The SSA arrangement suits treble voices without demanding
extreme vocal ranges, making it accessible for youth and women’s choirs.

Difficulty Level: The piece presents moderate technical challenges,
including dynamic control, phrasing, and ensemble blending, suitable for
intermediate choirs.

Duration: Typically lasting around three to four minutes, it fits well
into concert programs without requiring extensive rehearsal time.

Accompaniment: The octavo includes piano accompaniment parts that
complement the choral lines without overpowering them, facilitating
rehearsals and performances even without orchestral support.

These features make this arrangement an excellent candidate for school music
programs, church choirs, and community ensembles aiming to offer a polished
and heartfelt performance during the holiday season.

Comparative Analysis with Other Holiday Choral Works

In comparison to other popular holiday choral selections, such as "Carol of
the Bells" or "Silent Night," believe from the polar express words and music
by alan silvestri and glen ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo ssa
distinguishes itself through its cinematic origins and emotive storytelling.
While traditional carols often rely on familiar melodies and straightforward
harmonies, this piece introduces a modern harmonic language and a narrative-
driven approach that resonates with contemporary audiences.

Moreover, the thematic focus on belief and wonder aligns well with
educational and community goals of promoting positive values through music.
Its arrangement style combines accessibility with sophistication, avoiding
the extremes of either overly simplistic or technically daunting repertoire.



Educational and Artistic Benefits for Choirs

Incorporating this choral octavo into a choir’s repertoire offers several
pedagogical advantages. First, the SSA voicing encourages singers to develop
a keen sense of pitch accuracy and blend, as the harmonies require precise
tuning to achieve the lush sound intended by the arranger. Second, the
piece’s dynamic markings and expressive phrasing provide opportunities to
work on musical interpretation and emotional communication.

Furthermore, rehearsing and performing believe from the polar express words
and music by alan silvestri and glen ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo ssa
can enhance ensemble cohesion, as the piece demands attentive listening and
balance among parts. For younger choirs, engaging with a contemporary holiday
work connected to a popular film can increase motivation and audience appeal.

Potential Challenges and Considerations

While the arrangement is generally accessible, certain aspects may present
challenges depending on the choir’s experience level:

Breath Control: Some phrases require sustained singing with controlled
dynamics, which may necessitate focused breath support exercises.

Ensemble Balance: Achieving a uniform blend among SSA voices demands
attentive rehearsal, especially where melodic lines shift between parts.

Interpretation: Conveying the emotional depth of the lyrics requires
thoughtful phrasing and expressive nuance, which may take time to
develop.

Directors should consider these factors when programming the piece, ensuring
adequate rehearsal time and vocal coaching to maximize performance quality.

Availability and Publishing Information

Believe from the Polar Express words and music by Alan Silvestri and Glen
Ballard arr Mark Hayes choral octavo SSA is published by reputable choral
music distributors, making it readily accessible to music educators and choir
directors worldwide. The score typically includes a full conductor’s edition,
individual singer parts, and piano accompaniment, providing comprehensive
materials for effective rehearsal and performance preparation.

Given the enduring popularity of The Polar Express and the demand for



contemporary holiday repertoire, this arrangement remains a sought-after
selection for choral libraries, underpinning its relevance in both
educational and professional choral settings.

The integration of cinematic music into the choral tradition exemplified by
this work reflects broader trends in holiday music programming, where film
scores increasingly influence concert repertoires and audience expectations.

The believe from the polar express words and music by alan silvestri and glen
ballard arr mark hayes choral octavo ssa continues to inspire choirs and
audiences by encapsulating the magic and spirit of the season through a
carefully crafted blend of melody, harmony, and heartfelt message. Its
balance of accessibility and artistry secures its place among cherished
holiday choral works for years to come.
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