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and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes of a borodin, a phrase that
instantly brings to mind the enchanting fusion of classical Russian composition with the vibrant energy of
Broadway theater. The musical *Kismet*, which debuted on Broadway in 1953, is renowned for its clever
adaptation of themes by the 19th-century Russian composer Alexander Borodin. Among the many treasures in
*Kismet*’s score, "And This Is My Beloved" stands out as a timeless romantic ballad, beloved by audiences and
musicians alike.

If you are a music enthusiast, performer, or simply curious about the origins and nuances of this beautiful piece,
understanding its background and how the sheet music reflects Borodin’s original themes can deepen your
appreciation and performance.

The Origins of Kismet and Its Connection to Borodin

The story of *Kismet* is fascinating because it bridges the worlds of classical music and musical theater in a
unique way. The creators of *Kismet*, composer Robert Wright and lyricist George Forrest, made a bold
choice to adapt the melodies of Alexander Borodin, a Russian composer known for his lush romanticism and rich
harmonies. Borodin’s works, particularly his opera *Prince Igor*, provided a rich palette of themes that
Wright and Forrest reimagined for a Broadway audience.

Why Borodin’s Music?

Borodin’s music carries a distinctive Eastern flavor and melodic richness that fit perfectly with *Kismet*’s
setting — a romanticized Middle Eastern backdrop. By using Borodin’s themes, the musical gained an exotic yet
classical aura that elevated its storytelling. It’s a brilliant example of how classical compositions can be
transformed into accessible, popular forms without losing their emotional depth.

From Borodin’s "Polovtsian Dances" to Broadway Ballads

One of the most recognizable borrowings is the melody in "And This Is My Beloved," which is adapted from
Borodin’s "Gliding Dance of the Maidens" from *Prince Igor*. The original piece is an instrumental dance that
conveys a sense of longing and tenderness, qualities that the Broadway song captures beautifully.
Understanding this lineage can help performers interpret the song with greater sensitivity, emphasizing its
romantic and wistful qualities.

Exploring "And This Is My Beloved" Sheet Music

If you’ve ever held the sheet music for "And This Is My Beloved," you know it offers a rich blend of melodic
lyricism and harmonic sophistication. The sheet music itself is a testament to the careful adaptation process,
balancing the classical origins with the demands of musical theater performance.



Key Musical Features

The song is typically set in a minor key, which enhances its bittersweet and romantic mood. The melody flows
gracefully, often requiring a singer with a strong sense of phrasing and control. The accompaniment, whether
piano or orchestral, supports the vocal line with lush chords and subtle dynamic changes that mirror the
emotional shifts in the lyrics.

Tips for Performing from the Sheet Music

- **Focus on phrasing:** The long, sweeping melodic lines in "And This Is My Beloved" invite a lyrical approach.
Pay attention to breath control to maintain smooth, connected notes.

- **Emphasize dynamics:** The sheet music often indicates soft and loud passages that reflect the song’s
emotional intensity. Use these dynamics to bring the song to life.

- **Understand the harmonic structure:** Knowing the underlying chords and progressions can help you
anticipate tension and release points in the song, adding depth to your performance.

The Cultural Impact of Kismet’s Music

Since its Broadway debut, *Kismet* and its songs have become staples in both musical theater and classical
crossover repertoires. "And This Is My Beloved" has been recorded by numerous artists, covered in various
styles, and remains a favorite in vocal recitals.

Why This Sheet Music Still Matters Today

The continued popularity of “And This Is My Beloved” sheet music reflects a broader trend of blending genres
and reinterpreting classical music for modern audiences. It is a wonderful example of how music can transcend
its original context and find new life in different forms. For musicians, having access to this sheet music means
engaging with a piece that is both historically rich and emotionally resonant.

Incorporating the Sheet Music in Your Repertoire

Whether you’re a vocalist preparing for a recital or a pianist looking for expressive material, "And This Is My
Beloved" offers a rewarding challenge. Its technical demands are balanced by its melodic beauty, making it
suitable for intermediate to advanced musicians. Including it in your repertoire not only showcases your
technical skill but also your ability to convey deep emotion through music.

Where to Find Authentic Sheet Music for "And This Is My Beloved"

For those interested in acquiring the sheet music, several options exist:

Official Broadway Songbooks: Collections of *Kismet* songs often include "And This Is My Beloved"
with detailed arrangements.

Classical and Vocal Music Retailers: Many stores specializing in musical theater or classical vocals



carry authorized editions.

Online Sheet Music Platforms: Digital downloads offer convenience and instant access, often with
previews to help you assess the arrangement.

When selecting sheet music, look for editions that provide accurate transcriptions of the original Broadway
arrangement, as well as helpful performance notes.

Arrangements and Variations

Beyond the standard vocal and piano arrangements, you may find versions for different voice types,
instrumental solos, or even orchestral scores. Some arrangements also include alternate keys to suit various
vocal ranges, making it accessible to a wide range of performers.

Bringing the Music to Life: Personal Reflections on the Sheet Music

For many musicians, “and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes of a
borodin” is more than just notes on a page. It represents a bridge between eras and cultures, a romantic
narrative told through melody. Learning and performing this piece offers a deep connection to the emotional
storytelling that musical theater strives for.

Engaging with the sheet music encourages a thoughtful interpretation, inviting you to explore nuances in tempo,
expression, and tone color. Whether you’re playing it in a formal concert setting or a casual gathering, the
music’s charm and elegance never fail to captivate listeners.

---

Delving into the world of *Kismet* and its adaptation of Borodin’s themes through "And This Is My Beloved"
reveals the power of music to transcend boundaries. The beloved sheet music captures this legacy, offering
performers a chance to experience the magic of Broadway infused with classical brilliance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the song 'And This Is My Beloved' from the Broadway
musical Kismet?

The song 'And This Is My Beloved' originates from the 1953 Broadway musical Kismet, which is based on themes
composed by Alexander Borodin, a 19th-century Russian composer.

How does 'And This Is My Beloved' incorporate themes from Borodin's music?

'And This Is My Beloved' is adapted from Borodin's String Quartet No. 2 in D major, Op. 26, specifically the
Nocturne movement, with new lyrics and arrangements to fit the musical theatre style.

Where can I find the sheet music for 'And This Is My Beloved' from Kismet?

Sheet music for 'And This Is My Beloved' can be found through music retailers, online sheet music platforms like
Musicnotes or Sheet Music Plus, and sometimes in collections of Broadway musical scores.



What makes 'And This Is My Beloved' a popular song from Kismet?

Its beautiful melody adapted from classical music combined with romantic lyrics makes 'And This Is My Beloved'
a standout and frequently performed piece from Kismet.

Who originally composed the music that inspired 'And This Is My Beloved'?

The original music was composed by Alexander Borodin, a Russian Romantic composer, whose work was
adapted by the creators of Kismet for the musical's score.

What vocal range is suitable for performing 'And This Is My Beloved'?

The song is typically performed by a tenor or soprano with a lyrical vocal quality, as it requires expressive
phrasing and control over a moderate vocal range.

Are there any notable recordings of 'And This Is My Beloved' from Kismet?

Yes, notable recordings include performances by Alfred Drake and Doretta Morrow in the original Broadway
cast, as well as various classical and Broadway artists who have covered the song over the years.

Additional Resources
And This Is My Beloved Sheet Music from the Broadway Musical Kismet Based on Themes of Borodin: An
Analytical Exploration

and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes of a borodin—a phrase
that immediately evokes a rich blend of classical composition and theatrical innovation. The Broadway
musical *Kismet*, which premiered in 1953, is renowned not only for its dramatic storytelling and exotic
setting but also for its musical foundation rooted deeply in the works of Russian composer Alexander Borodin.
This distinctive fusion has made the sheet music for *Kismet* a subject of fascination for musicians, scholars,
and theatrical enthusiasts alike.

In this article, we will investigate the unique relationship between *Kismet*’s score and Borodin’s original
compositions, analyze the musical and thematic elements, and examine the lasting impact of this adaptation. By
exploring the nuances of the sheet music and the ways in which it bridges classical and Broadway traditions,
we gain insight into one of musical theatre’s most innovative adaptations.

The Genesis of Kismet’s Score: Borodin’s Enduring Influence

*Kismet*’s music owes a significant debt to Alexander Borodin, a 19th-century Russian composer and chemist
whose works epitomize Romantic-era orchestration and melody. The creators of *Kismet*, Robert Wright and
George Forrest, adapted several of Borodin’s compositions, transforming them into songs that fit the
narrative and cultural setting of the musical. This adaptation process was not a mere transcription; it
involved reimagining Borodin’s themes, imbuing them with lyrics and theatrical intent.

The sheet music for *Kismet* reflects this hybrid nature. It showcases melodies originally penned in the
classical idiom, now arranged with Broadway’s rhythmic and harmonic sensibilities. This blend creates a
texture that is both familiar and novel, appealing to audiences with a taste for classical music and those
drawn to musical theatre’s storytelling power.



Key Borodin Themes in Kismet’s Sheet Music

Several of Borodin’s works are prominently featured in *Kismet*, with their themes serving as the backbone for
some of the musical’s most memorable numbers:

"Stranger in Paradise": Derived from Borodin’s *Polovtsian Dances* in the opera *Prince Igor*, this song
exemplifies the seamless melding of classical melody with Broadway lyrics.

"And This Is My Beloved": Based on Borodin’s *String Quartet No. 2 in D Major*, this romantic ballad is
one of the musical’s signature pieces, highlighting the emotional depth achievable through thematic
adaptation.

"Baubles, Bangles and Beads": Also adapted from the String Quartet, this number showcases playful
interpretation of Borodin’s motifs, enhanced by rhythmic variation suitable for stage performance.

The sheet music for these songs often includes intricate melodic lines and lush harmonic progressions, staying
true to Borodin’s compositional style while accommodating the theatrical demands of pacing and vocal
performance.

Analyzing the Sheet Music: Structure, Style, and Adaptation

Examining *and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes of a borodin*
reveals several noteworthy features. The arrangement balances the original classical elements with the
Broadway musical form, which typically requires accessible melodies, clear phrasing, and dramatic flair.

Melodic and Harmonic Characteristics

Borodin’s original themes are marked by sweeping, romantic melodies and rich harmonic textures. The sheet music
preserves these qualities but often adapts them to fit the vocal ranges and rhythmic patterns typical of
musical theatre. For instance, "And This Is My Beloved" maintains the lyrical quality of the String Quartet’s
second movement, but the phrasing is adjusted to suit lyrical expression and theatrical timing.

The harmonic language in the sheet music often simplifies or alters some of Borodin’s more complex modulations
to better fit the American musical idiom of the 1950s. This approach ensures that the music remains accessible
to performers and audiences without sacrificing the emotional resonance of the original themes.

Instrumentation and Arrangement

The orchestration in the *Kismet* sheet music reflects a fusion of Russian Romantic orchestral color and
mid-20th-century Broadway orchestral practice. Strings carry much of the melodic material, echoing
Borodin’s original textures, while brass and woodwinds add brightness and theatrical punctuation.

Additionally, percussion and rhythm sections are employed to evoke the exotic, Middle Eastern setting of the
musical, even though these elements are not present in Borodin’s original works. This creative addition enhances
the immersive quality of the score and supports the dramatic storytelling.



Performance Considerations for Musicians and Conductors

For performers and conductors, *and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on
themes of a borodin* presents both opportunities and challenges. The adaptation demands technical skill to
navigate the classical origins of the melodies while maintaining the stylistic nuances of musical theatre.

Vocal Interpretation

Singers tackling pieces like "And This Is My Beloved" must balance operatic warmth with the intimacy and
clarity required for Broadway ballads. The sheet music’s phrasing encourages expressive dynamics and subtle
tempo variations, which can enhance the emotional impact when handled skillfully.

Instrumental Demands

Orchestral musicians face the task of honoring Borodin’s lush harmonic language while adapting to the more
rhythmic and theatrical demands of the musical’s score. The string sections, in particular, must replicate the
sweeping legato lines characteristic of Romantic music, while winds and percussion add dramatic color and
texture.

The Broader Impact of Kismet’s Borodin-Based Music

*Kismet* stands as a compelling example of how classical music can be recontextualized within popular
culture. By basing its score on Borodin’s themes, the musical introduced broad audiences to the beauty of
Russian Romantic music, albeit in a stylized and theatrical form.

This crossover has influenced subsequent musical theatre composers to explore classical adaptations,
highlighting the enduring appeal and versatility of classical themes. The sheet music for *Kismet*, especially
pieces like "And This Is My Beloved," continues to be performed both on stage and in concert settings, bridging
genres and generations.

Comparisons with Other Classical Adaptations in Musical Theatre

While *Kismet* is among the earliest and most successful classical adaptations in Broadway history, it
invites comparison with other works such as:

*Song of Norway*: Based on Edvard Grieg’s compositions, this musical similarly adapts classical
themes for theatrical presentation.

*The Great Waltz*: Utilizing Johann Strauss II’s waltzes, it offers another example of classical-to-
Broadway transformation.

These comparisons underscore how *Kismet*’s approach to Borodin’s music was both innovative and
influential, setting a precedent for future productions.



Accessing and Utilizing Kismet’s Sheet Music Today

For musicians, educators, and enthusiasts interested in *and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway
musical kismet based on themes of a borodin*, numerous editions are available. These range from simplified piano-
vocal scores for educational use to full orchestral arrangements for professional productions.

Digital platforms and sheet music retailers offer convenient access to these materials, often accompanied by
performance notes and historical context. This accessibility ensures that *Kismet*’s music remains alive in
contemporary repertoires, inviting fresh interpretations and appreciation.

The enduring charm of *Kismet*’s music lies in its successful marriage of Borodin’s timeless melodies with the
narrative and emotional demands of Broadway theatre. The sheet music encapsulates this fusion, offering a rich
resource for anyone seeking to explore the intersection of classical music and musical theatre artistry.

And This Is My Beloved Sheet Music From The Broadway
Musical Kismet Based On Themes Of A Borodin

  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Complete Book of 1970s Broadway Musicals Dan Dietz, 2015-09-03 The
1970s was an exciting decade for musical theatre. Besides shows from legends Stephen Sondheim
(Company, Follies, A Little Night Music, and Sweeney Todd) and Andrew Lloyd Webber (Jesus Christ
Superstar and Evita), old-fashioned musicals (Annie) and major revivals (No, No, Nanette) became
hits. In addition to underappreciated shows like Over Here! and cult musicals such as The Grass
Harp and Mack and Mabel, Broadway audiences were entertained by black musicals on the order of
The Wiz and Raisin. In The Complete Book of 1970s Broadway Musicals, Dan Dietz examines in
detail every musical that opened on Broadway during the 1970s. In addition to including every hit
and flop that debuted during the decade, this book highlights revivals and personal-appearance
revues with such performers as Tony Bennett, Lena Horne, Bette Midler, and Gilda Radner. Each
entry includes the following information: Opening and closing datesPlot summariesCast
membersNumber of performancesNames of all important personnel including writers, composers,
directors, choreographers, producers, and musical directorsMusical numbers and the names of
performers who introduced the songsProduction data, including information about tryoutsSource
materialCritical commentary Tony awards and nominations Details about London and other foreign
productions Besides separate entries for each production, the book offers numerous appendixes,
including a discography, filmography, and published scripts, as well as lists of Gilbert and Sullivan
operettas, black-themed shows, and Jewish-themed productions. A treasure trove of information, The
Complete Book of 1970s Broadway Musicals provides readers with a comprehensive view of each
show. This significant resource will be of use to scholars, historians, and casual fans of one of the
greatest decades in musical theatre history.
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1956
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Singer's Musical Theatre Anthology - Volume 2 Richard Walters, 1993-06-01
(Vocal Collection). 40 songs, including: This Can't Be Love * Bye, Bye Baby * I Won't Send Roses *
The Surrey With The Fringe On Top * Once In Love With Amy.
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Virgin Encyclopedia of Fifties Music Colin Larkin, 2002 All the facts and informed
opinion that you need on the artists who made the history of this decade are contained in this single
volume, distilled from The Virgin Encyclopedia of Popular Music, universally acclaimed as the
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world's leading source of reference on rock and pop history.
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Theatermania Guide to Musical Theater Recordings Michael Portantiere, 2004
The first ever-comprehensive guide to musical theatre recordings, this book covers the entire history
of musical theatre. From Jerome Kern and the Gershwins to Bernstein and Sondheim, here are
capsule reviews and ratings of more than 400 theatre recordings of the past 60 years. Organized
alphabetically, each listing contains background information on the show, cast information, record
label, catalogue number, whether the recording is currently in print, and an overall rating of one to
five stars.
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Encyclopedia of Popular Music: Grenfell, Joyce - Koller, Hans Colin Larkin, 2006
Containing 27,000 entries and over 6,000 new entries, the online edition of the Encyclopedia of
Popular Music includes 50% more material than the Third Edition. Featuring a broad musical scope
covering popular music of all genres and periods from 1900 to the present day, including jazz,
country, folk, rap, reggae, techno, musicals, and world music, the Encyclopedia also offers
thousands of additional entries covering popular music genres, trends, styles, record labels, venues,
and music festivals. Key dates, biographies, and further reading are provided for artists covered,
along with complete discographies that include record labels, release dates, and a 5-star album
rating system.
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: Everything is Choreography Kevin Winkler, 2021 From The Best Little Whorehouse
in Texas to My One and Only and Grand Hotel, Tommy Tune helped develop and realize some of the
most memorable Broadway shows of the late 20th century. Based on access to Tune's inner circle
and interviews with Tune himself, Everything is Choreography: The Musical Theater of Tommy Tune
covers the career of this celebrated dancer, singer, actor, choreographer, and director in full.
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: Who Sang what on the Screen Alan Warner, 1984
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: CD Review , 1990
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Virgin Encyclopedia of Stage and Film Musicals Colin Larkin, 1999 A guide
to the greatest shows and films in the history of the musical, as well as their stars, lyricists and
composers. Over 1600 entries provide facts, figures and critical opinion on all aspects of the field.
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: Catalogue of Title-entries of Books and Other Articles Entered in the Office of the
Librarian of Congress, at Washington, Under the Copyright Law ... Wherein the Copyright Has Been
Completed by the Deposit of Two Copies in the Office Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1956
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Golden Age of Musicals , 1999
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Guinness Encyclopedia of Popular Music: Glebb, Lloyd-Lincoln, Abbey
Colin Larkin, 1995
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Encyclopedia of Popular Music: Herbal Mixture-Louvin Brothers Colin Larkin,
1998
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Singer's Musical Theatre Anthology - Volume 3 Hal Leonard Corp., Richard
Walters, 2000-09-01 (Vocal Collection). 35 songs. Highlights: Alive! (Jekyll & Hyde) * Almost Like
Being in Love (Brigadoon) * Any Dream Will Do (Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat) *
Buddy's Blues (Follies) * Corner of the Sky (Pippin) * Hey There (The Pajama Game) * I Can't Stand
Still (Footloose) * I Don't Care Much (Cabaret) * I'm Martin Guerre (Martin Guerre) * Mama Says



(Footloose) * The Mason (Working) * Mister Cellophane (Chicago) * Night of My Nights (Kismet) *
No Moon (Titanic) * Oh, Is There Not One Maiden Breast (The Pirates of Penzance) * The Old Red
Hills of Home (Parade) * One Song Glory (Rent) * The Proposal (Titanic) * Quasimodo (When Pigs
Fly) * Sunset Boulevard (Sunset Boulevard) * This Is Not Over Yet (Parade) * Tomorrow Belongs to
Me (Cabaret) * What Can You Lose (Dick Tracy, film) * What You'd Call a Dream (Diamonds) * Your
Eyes (Rent)
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: Catholic Music Educators Bulletin , 1953
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The MGM Years Lawrence B. Thomas, 1972
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: The Encyclopedia of Popular Music: Swift, Rob - ZZ Top Colin Larkin, 2006
Containing 27,000 entries and over 6,000 new entries, the online edition of the Encyclopedia of
Popular Music includes 50% more material than the Third Edition. Featuring a broad musical scope
covering popular music of all genres and periods from 1900 to the present day, including jazz,
country, folk, rap, reggae, techno, musicals, and world music, the Encyclopedia also offers
thousands of additional entries covering popular music genres, trends, styles, record labels, venues,
and music festivals. Key dates, biographies, and further reading are provided for artists covered,
along with complete discographies that include record labels, release dates, and a 5-star album
rating system.
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: Stricken Peggy Munson, 2014-02-04 Develop a better understanding of what
CFS/CFIDS sufferers are going through!In the 1980s, a strange emerging epidemic baffled doctors
in Incline Village, Nevada. Dismissed by the media as “The Yuppie Flu,” Chronic Fatigue Immune
Dysfunction Syndrome (CFIDS) turned out to be neither a faddish disease of the wealthy nor a
passing trend, but rather a growing worldwide epidemic of devastating proportions.In the voices of a
South African journalist, a former marathon runner, a teenage girl, a public health activist living on
the edge of race and gender, a cancer patient neglected by doctors because of disdain for her
chronic illness, and a theologian relearning the art of spiritual empathy, the people who share their
stories in Stricken: Voices from the Hidden Epidemic of Chronic Fatigue Syndrome defy cultural
stereotypes and explore the complex social and political dynamics of this hidden epidemic. Through
their distinct points of view, we feel the grief and hope of those stricken with CFIDS and learn of the
complex nature of this misunderstood disorder. These are compelling stories about a quiet and
baffling epidemic. The first American anthology to contain stories from a diverse range of people
with CFIDS, Stricken offers an intimate look at the political and social issues surrounding CFIDS, as
told by those who are living through this ordeal. Stricken addresses several issues, such as: why
some doctors still do not believe CFIDS is real how the disease is mocked in the media myths about
this illness the personal fight for medical or public recognition the skepticism and hope that is felt by
the ever-growing number of CFIDS sufferers Stricken confronts fascinating CFIDS issues such as
the Kevorkian suicides, accusations of Munchausen Syndrome By Proxy, Gulf War Syndrome, the
role of storytelling in a memory-impaired patient movement, and the feasibility of mass activism in a
disabled population. With contributions from Pulitzer-prize nominated writer Susan Griffin,
renowned health writer and radio host Gary Null, well-known feminist activist Joan Nestle, and
award-winning poet and essayist Floyd Skloot, Stricken is an eloquent testament to the heroism,
defiance, and diversity of the CFIDS community.
  and this is my beloved sheet music from the broadway musical kismet based on themes
of a borodin: Blockbuster Entertainment Guide to Movies and Videos, 1998 Dell Publishing,
Blockbuster Entertainment, 1997 The leading expert on video sales and rentals presents the ultimate
video sourcebook--the most complete and comprehensive one on the market, with over 22,500
entries of every film available on video in an easy-to-use A-Z format, cross-indexed by title, director,
celebrity and film category, including a special section listing films suitable for children.
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