
the lily of the field and the bird of the air
The Timeless Wisdom of the Lily of the Field and the Bird of the Air

the lily of the field and the bird of the air have long captured the imagination of
people across cultures and centuries. These simple elements of nature are more than just
flora and fauna; they embody deep spiritual and philosophical meanings that continue to
resonate today. Whether in religious texts, poetry, or everyday conversations, their
symbolism invites us to pause, reflect, and find comfort in the natural rhythms of life.

Exploring the Significance of the Lily of the Field and the Bird of the Air

At first glance, the lily of the field and the bird of the air might seem like ordinary parts of
the natural world. Yet, these images evoke a profound message about trust, provision, and
beauty without laborious effort. This imagery is famously referenced in the biblical
Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus encourages his followers not to worry about material
needs by pointing to these very creatures. But beyond religious context, these symbols
carry a universal appeal that transcends faith, inviting us all to reconsider how we
approach life’s uncertainties.

The Symbolic Meaning Behind the Lily of the
Field

The lily of the field is often depicted as a delicate, beautiful flower that grows effortlessly
in the wild. Unlike cultivated plants that require human intervention, lilies bloom
naturally, showcasing vibrant colors and elegant forms without toil.

Beauty Without Toil

One of the reasons the lily of the field remains such a powerful symbol is its effortless
beauty. It doesn't spin, sew, or labor to make its petals vibrant. This aspect encourages a
perspective that beauty and grace can exist without constant struggle and that life’s
natural course can still yield remarkable results.

A Lesson in Simplicity and Trust

The lily’s growth serves as a metaphor for simplicity and trust in the natural order. It
suggests that worrying excessively about future needs may be unnecessary if we learn to
trust in the abundance around us. In this way, the lily of the field becomes a gentle
reminder to live with less anxiety and more faith in the process of life.



The Bird of the Air: A Symbol of Freedom and
Provision

Birds have always fascinated humans with their ability to soar through the skies,
symbolizing freedom, perspective, and transcendence. The bird of the air, in particular, is
emblematic of living in the moment and trusting that needs will be met.

Freedom to Soar Without Fear

Birds are not burdened by the anxieties that often weigh down humans. They seek food
and shelter daily but do so without overthinking or stressing about scarcity. This behavior
teaches us about living freely, moving gracefully through challenges, and embracing the
present.

Provision Without Worry

The bird of the air doesn’t store food or hoard resources but still manages to survive and
thrive. This natural provision is a metaphor for trusting that life will supply what’s needed
when the time is right. Observing birds can inspire a mindset shift from scarcity to
abundance.

How the Lily of the Field and the Bird of the Air
Inspire Modern Living

In today’s fast-paced world, the messages conveyed by the lily of the field and the bird of
the air are especially relevant. They remind us to slow down, appreciate the present, and
trust in life’s unfolding.

Embracing Minimalism and Natural Beauty

The lily’s effortless bloom encourages embracing minimalism—finding beauty and
fulfillment without excess. This can translate into decluttering our homes, simplifying our
schedules, or focusing on quality over quantity in relationships.

Adopting a Mindset of Trust and Abundance

Inspired by the bird of the air’s carefree existence, many people are learning to cultivate
trust in themselves and the world. This mindset nurtures resilience and reduces stress,
promoting mental and emotional well-being.



Incorporating the Wisdom of the Lily and the Bird
into Daily Practice

How can we bring these timeless lessons into everyday life? Here are practical ways to
embody the spirit of the lily of the field and the bird of the air.

Practice Mindfulness: Like the bird gliding effortlessly, practice being present in
the moment rather than worrying about the future.

Simplify Your Surroundings: Take inspiration from the lily’s natural beauty and
reduce clutter, both physical and mental, to foster peace.

Trust Your Journey: Remind yourself that, much like nature’s creatures, you are
supported even when the path isn’t clear.

Connect with Nature: Spend time outdoors observing wildflowers and birds to
reconnect with these symbols firsthand.

The Enduring Appeal of Natural Metaphors in
Human Experience

The lily of the field and the bird of the air endure in our collective consciousness because
they speak to fundamental human experiences—beauty, freedom, anxiety, and provision.
They help bridge the gap between the material and spiritual worlds, reminding us that
sometimes the simplest things in life carry the most profound truths.

In a world increasingly dominated by technology and material pursuits, these natural
symbols invite us to return to basics: to trust, to appreciate, and to live with grace.
Whether you encounter them in scripture, literature, or a quiet meadow, the lily of the
field and the bird of the air continue to whisper timeless lessons worth hearing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of 'the lily of the field and the bird
of the air' in the Bible?
The phrase 'the lily of the field and the bird of the air' symbolizes God's provision and care
for all creatures, encouraging people to trust in divine providence rather than worry about
material needs.



Where does the phrase 'the lily of the field and the bird
of the air' come from?
This phrase appears in the New Testament of the Bible, specifically in the Sermon on the
Mount in Matthew 6:25-34, where Jesus teaches about reliance on God and not worrying
about life's necessities.

How does 'the lily of the field and the bird of the air'
relate to the message of faith?
These natural examples demonstrate how God provides for even the simplest creatures,
illustrating the importance of faith and trust in God's care for human needs.

What lessons can we learn from 'the lily of the field and
the bird of the air'?
The main lesson is to avoid anxiety over material concerns and instead focus on spiritual
growth and trust in God's provision, as worrying does not add value to life.

How is 'the lily of the field and the bird of the air' used
in modern sermons or teachings?
Modern sermons often use this phrase to encourage believers to have faith during difficult
times, reminding them that God sees and provides for all creation.

Are there any cultural or literary references inspired by
'the lily of the field and the bird of the air'?
Yes, this biblical imagery has inspired numerous poems, songs, and literary works that
emphasize themes of trust, simplicity, and divine care.

What is the significance of lilies and birds in biblical
symbolism?
Lilies often symbolize purity, beauty, and God's glory, while birds represent freedom and
God’s provision, reinforcing the message of care and trust.

How can the concept of 'the lily of the field and the bird
of the air' be applied in daily life?
People can apply this concept by practicing gratitude, reducing anxiety about material
needs, and focusing on spiritual well-being and trust in a higher power.

Does 'the lily of the field and the bird of the air' have



relevance outside religious contexts?
Yes, the phrase can be appreciated as a metaphor for living simply and appreciating
nature’s beauty, encouraging mindfulness and reducing stress in everyday life.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Symbolism of the Lily of the Field and the Bird of the Air

the lily of the field and the bird of the air have long captivated the human
imagination, serving as powerful symbols across religious texts, literature, and cultural
discourse. These two natural elements are most famously referenced in the Sermon on the
Mount, where Jesus uses them to illustrate themes of providence, simplicity, and trust.
Beyond their biblical roots, the lily of the field and the bird of the air carry rich
interpretive meanings that resonate with contemporary conversations about nature,
spirituality, and human values.

Exploring the significance of the lily of the field and the bird of the air reveals insights into
how natural imagery shapes ethical and philosophical perspectives. This article
investigates their symbolic roles, historical context, and the broader cultural implications
embedded in these enduring metaphors.

Historical and Religious Context

The phrase "the lily of the field and the bird of the air" originates from the Gospel of
Matthew (6:25-34), part of the Christian New Testament. In this passage, Jesus addresses
concerns about material needs, encouraging his followers not to worry about food,
clothing, or shelter. He points to the lilies — wildflowers that grow without labor or toil —
and the birds, which are fed by divine providence despite having no storehouses or farms.

Symbolism in the Sermon on the Mount

Within this sermon, lilies and birds serve as tangible examples of God’s care for creation.
The lily of the field symbolizes natural beauty and effortless grace, while the bird of the air
represents freedom and trust in divine provision. The metaphor encourages believers to
adopt a mindset free from anxiety about worldly concerns, focusing instead on spiritual
growth and faith.

This passage has been interpreted as a call to simplicity, urging people to reject
materialism and embrace a more mindful, present-centered way of living. The lily and bird
imagery effectively contrasts human worry with the serene order of nature, suggesting
that reliance on divine care can alleviate existential fears.



Symbolic Interpretations Beyond Religion

While the lily of the field and the bird of the air have deeply spiritual connotations, their
symbolism extends into secular literature, art, and philosophy. They represent universal
themes of innocence, beauty, freedom, and the balance between effort and surrender.

Nature as a Metaphor for Human Experience

The lily, often associated with purity and renewal, exemplifies natural elegance without
struggle. This aligns with themes in Romantic poetry and nature writing, where flowers
frequently symbolize the transient beauty of life and the importance of appreciating
simplicity. Similarly, birds in literature frequently denote freedom, transcendence, and the
human spirit’s yearning to rise above earthly troubles.

In ecological discourse, the lily and bird also serve as reminders of nature’s resilience and
the interconnectedness of life. Their existence depends on a delicate balance of
environmental factors, which can be disrupted by human activity. Thus, these symbols can
also prompt reflection on environmental stewardship and sustainability.

Comparative Analysis: The Lily of the Field vs.
The Bird of the Air

Understanding the nuanced differences between these two symbols deepens appreciation
of their complementary roles in conveying meaning.

The Lily of the Field: Represents groundedness, rootedness in the earth, and
passive beauty. It lacks mobility but commands attention through its vivid coloration
and delicate form. The lily thrives without human cultivation, emphasizing natural
abundance and effortless existence.

The Bird of the Air: Embodies freedom, movement, and reliance on the
environment. Birds can traverse vast distances and symbolize spiritual ascent and
liberation from earthly concerns. Their dependence on external resources
underscores themes of trust and interdependence.

Together, these symbols encapsulate a holistic view of life — the balance between stillness
and motion, security and freedom, earthly beauty, and spiritual transcendence.

The Pros and Cons of Using Natural Symbols in Moral



Teaching

Natural metaphors like the lily and bird have strengths and limitations when applied to
ethical or spiritual instruction.

Pros:1.

They are universally accessible and resonate across cultures and ages.

They invoke vivid imagery that aids memory and emotional connection.

They emphasize harmony with nature and reinforce ecological awareness.

Cons:2.

Interpretations can vary widely, sometimes diluting intended messages.

Overuse of natural symbols risks cliché or superficial understanding.

They may oversimplify complex human experiences such as anxiety or survival
challenges.

Cultural Impact and Modern Usage

The lily of the field and the bird of the air have permeated various cultural domains,
including art, music, and motivational literature. Their imagery often appears in sermons,
inspirational quotes, and wellness discussions, underscoring timeless concerns about
worry, trust, and simplicity.

Influence in Art and Literature

Artists have historically depicted lilies and birds in diverse styles, from Renaissance floral
still lifes to Impressionist landscapes. These images convey tranquility and invite
contemplation of natural beauty. Literary works frequently invoke these motifs to
symbolize purity, hope, and the ephemeral nature of life.

In modern times, the phrase has been adapted in psychological contexts promoting
mindfulness and stress reduction, encouraging individuals to "consider the lilies" as a
metaphor for letting go of control and embracing the present moment.



Environmental and Ecological Perspectives

In environmental education, the lily of the field and bird of the air emphasize the
importance of preserving wild habitats. These organisms thrive in ecosystems free from
excessive human interference, serving as indicators of environmental health. Conservation
initiatives sometimes use these symbols to inspire public engagement and awareness.

Their reliance on natural cycles highlights the fragility of ecosystems in the face of climate
change, habitat loss, and pollution. Thus, the metaphor extends beyond spirituality into
urgent ecological activism.

The interplay between the lily of the field and the bird of the air continues to inspire
reflection on humanity’s relationship with nature and the pursuit of a balanced life.
Whether approached from religious, literary, or environmental angles, these enduring
symbols offer profound insights that remain relevant in contemporary discourse.

The Lily Of The Field And The Bird Of The Air

  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Without Authority Søren Kierkegaard, 2009-10-25
Without authority, a phrase Kierkegaard repeatedly applied to himself and his writings, is an
appropriate title for this volume of five short works that in various ways deal with the concept and
practice of authority. The Lily in the Field and the Bird of the Air contemplates the teaching
authority of these creatures based on three different passages in the Gospels. The first of Two
Ethical-Religious Essays mediates on the ethics of Jesus' martyrdom; the second contrasts the
authority of the genius with that of the apostle. The remaining works--Three Discourses at the
Communion on Fridays (1849), An Upbuilding Discourse (1850), and Two Discourses at the
Communion on Fridays (1851)--are meditations on sin, forgiveness, and the power of love.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Without Authority Robert L. Perkins, 2007 The
International Kierkegaard Commentary-For the first time in English the world community of scholars
systematically assembled and presented the results of recent research in the vast literature of Søren
Kierkegaard. Based on the definitive English edition of Kierkegaard's works by Princeton University
Press, this series of commentaries addresses all the published texts of the influential Danish
philosopher and theologian. This is volume 18 in a series of commentaries based upon the definitive
translations of Kierkegaard's writings published by Princeton University Press, 1980ff.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: The Play of Goodness Jacob Benjamins,
2024-10-15 One of the enduring claims in the Christian tradition is that creation is good. Given the
diversity of experience and the abundance of suffering in the world, however, such an affirmation is
not always straightforward. The Play of Goodness provides a phenomenology of creation’s goodness
that clarifies the ongoing relevance of the doctrine today. It argues that what is “good” about
creation is not synonymous with a confession of faith and does not require an overly optimistic
disposition, but instead appears within diverse and often surprising circumstances. Alongside
original contributions to French phenomenology and creation theology, The Play of Goodness
counterbalances a tendency in continental philosophy to focus on negative phenomena. By
developing the philosophical concept of a prelinguistic experience of goodness, the book identifies a
quality of goodness that is integral to the place in which we find ourselves. It also articulates shared
points of contact among people in an increasingly polarized world, while demonstrating that
distinctly theological concepts do not need to be presented in opposition to secular, agnostic, or
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atheist perspectives in order to be relevant. Benjamins develops an account of creation’s goodness
that has the potential to animate an abiding affection for one’s place, accentuate our reasons to care
for it, and confirm that what happens in our lives is of genuine significance.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Kierkegaardian Phenomenologies Jeffrey Hanson,
Wojciech Kaftanski, J. Aaron Simmons, 2024-02-07 Kierkegaardian Phenomenologies, edited by J.
Aaron Simmons, Jeffrey Hanson, and Wojciech Kaftanski, offers a substantive, diverse, and timely
consideration of phenomenological engagements within the thought of Søren Kierkegaard. Featuring
original essays from a distinguished collection of established and emerging global scholars
representing different schools of thought, this volume explains how the interest in a
phenomenological reading of Kierkegaard is not only vital, but continues to grow in importance by
cultivating new readers and inviting old readers to revisit their views. Divided into four
parts—Phenomenological Explorations, On Hearing and Seeing, Rethinking Faith and Despair, and
Kierkegaard and New Phenomenology—this collection not only reflects the current state of scholarly
conversations in both Kierkegaardian studies and phenomenological research, but also envisions
new directions in which they should go, exploring ways that a Kierkegaardian approach to
phenomenology might help us to re-envision Kierkegaard scholarship and re-enliven
phenomenological philosophy.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Kierkegaard Bibliography Peter?ajda; Jon
Stewart, 2016
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Anthropology and Authority , 2022-06-08 This
volume on anthropology and authority in the writings of Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) offers its
reader nineteen timely discussions of two fundamental categories pertaining to the literary,
philosophical, and theological production of this prominent 19th century Danish thinker, whose vast
influence upon 20th century intellectual life continues to grow as the new millennium approaches.
The volume's nineteen contributors - from Canada, Denmark, Great Britain, Holland, Hungary, Italy,
and the United States - inquire into such complex problematics in Kierkegaard's oeuvre as the
interrelationship between the human, the divine, and the spiritual; between the secular and the
Christian; between human and Christian love; between state and church institutions and the single
individual of faith; and between this individual's concern for quality in civic and religious life and the
quantitative forces of modern society's masses and crowds. Special attention is given to the
indisputable authority of God, Christ, and the apostles as opposed to the debatable authority, or
non-authority, of the author. Of particular interest is the nexus between Kierkegaard's existential
and religious concerns, on the one hand, and his intricate textual conceptions, multifarious poetic
strategies, and various means of pseudonymous and indirect communication, on the other. Between
the covers of Anthropology and Authority some chapters seek to refine received knowledge of
Kierkegaard in such disciplines as theology and moral philosophy. Conversely, other chapters submit
rather postmodern critiques of the author's stylistic and rhetorical devices. A summary assessment
of the nineteen contributions would fail to recognize this considerable methodological and
theoretical diversity. Instead, the reader's access to the smorgasbord of insights has been facilitated
by an introduction in which one of the American editors briefly outline the individual contributions
on a general historical and intellectual background. Altogether, the probing insights of Anthropology
and Authority go to the core of Søren Kierkegaard's authorship. Individual chapters either update
previous responses to the many challenges presented by this work, or the chapters face new
challenges and/or present critical challenges on their own.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Entweder ästhetisch – oder religiös? Henrike
Fürstenberg, 2017-06-12 Liest man Søren Kierkegaards Schriften textanalytisch, lässt sich das
Verhältnis des Ästhetischen und des Religiösen in seinem Werk ganz neu bestimmen. Statt dass
beide einander ausschließen, wie oftmals im Anschluss an Kierkegaards eigenes Diktum
angenommen, lässt sich durch eingehende Detailstudien eine reziproke Bedingtheit offenbaren, die
auf anthropologische, theologische und kunsttheoretische Prämissen zurückverweist. So belegt die
Arbeit bereits in Texten aus Entweder – Oder oder der Wiederholung religiöse Kernthesen (z.B. zum



christlichen Paradox, zu Unmittelbarkeit und rezeptiver Selbstaufgabe) anhand der narratologischen
Komposition, Semantik, Wiederholungs- und Gegensatzfiguren u.a. Anhand der bisher kaum
beachteten, hochkomplexen stilistischen Struktur verschiedener religiöser Reden und der Einübung
im Christentum wird gezeigt, dass deren theologischer Gehalt umgekehrt erst durch die
Indienstnahme ästhetischer Verfahrensweisen, Motive und Denkweisen zu Stande kommt. Der Band
vereint eine literaturwissenschaftliche mit einer theologischen und philosophischen Perspektive in
faszinierenden Analysen und weist so den Weg in ein neues Verständnis von Kierkegaards Schaffen.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Søren Kierkegaard , 2018 The first volume of
sources and commentary devoted exclusively to Kierkegaard’s spirituality.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: The Essential Kierkegaard Søren Kierkegaard,
2023-08-08 An anthology containing substantial excerpts from the Danish philosopher's major
works.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Errant Affirmations David J. Kangas, 2017-11-30
Kierkegaard's religious discourses - his writings which have explicitly dealt with religion - have
historically been given scant attention by philosophers. They have generally been considered to be of
less philosophical interest than his 'proper' philosophy. Errant Affirmations radically questions this
claim and considers Kierkegaard's religious writings as absolutely central to his philosophical vision.
Through close and clear readings of Kierkegaard's work, David Kangas argues that contemporary
philosophical themes - gift, temporality, language, death, nothingness, economy and selfhood- are
not only evident in the 'religious' works but explored with real depth and fascination. Above all, the
book argues that Kierkegaard's positive account of the human condition, his “ontology,” fully
emerges only in these discourses. It shows how these discourses are organized around an “errant”
kind of affirmation-namely, an affirmation of existence that is without conditions. Such affirmation
involves the intensification of life around “today” and coincides with a joy that has no particular
cause. It is an affirmation capable of affirming life even amidst its finitude and suffering. Errant
Affirmations is a fresh interpretation of Kierkegaard's understudied works that not only opens up a
new reading of Kierkegaard but elucidates his 'religious' texts and places them organically within his
philosophy as a whole.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Kierkegaard Mark A. Tietjen, 2016-03-02 Søren
Kierkegaard (1813-1855) had a mission—reintroduce the Christian faith to Christians. Mark Tietjen
thinks that Kierkegaard's critique of his contemporaries strikes close to home today. Through an
examination of core Christian doctrines, he helps us hear Kierkegaard's missionary message to a
church that often fails to follow Christ with purity of heart.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Volume 1, Tome II: Kierkegaard and the Bible -
The New Testament Lee C. Barrett, 2016-12-05 Exploring Kierkegaard's complex use of the Bible,
the essays in this volume use source-critical research and tools ranging from literary criticism to
theology and biblical studies, to situate Kierkegaard's appropriation of the biblical material in his
cultural and intellectual context. The contributors seek to identify the possible sources that may
have influenced Kierkegaard's understanding and employment of Scripture, and to describe the
debates about the Bible that may have shaped, perhaps indirectly, his attitudes toward Scripture.
They also pay close attention to Kierkegaard's actual hermeneutic practice, analyzing the implicit
interpretive moves that he makes as well as his more explicit statements about the significance of
various biblical passages. This close reading of Kierkegaard's texts elucidates the unique and
sometimes odd features of his frequent appeals to Scripture. This volume in the series devotes one
tome to the Old Testament and a second tome to the New Testament. As with the Old Testament,
Kierkegaard was aware of new developments in New Testament scholarship, and troubled by them.
Because these scholarly projects generated alternative understandings of the significance of Jesus,
they impinged directly on his own work. It was crucial for Kierkegaard that Jesus is presented as
both the enactment of God's reconciliation with humanity and as the prototype for humanity to
emulate. Consequently, Kierkegaard had to struggle with the proper way to explicate persuasively
the significance of Jesus in a situation of decreasing academic consensus about Jesus. He also had to



contend with contested interpretations of James and Paul, two biblical authors vital for his work. As
a result, Kierkegaard ruminated about the proper way to appropriate the New Testament and used
material from it carefully and deliberately. The authors in the present New Testament tome seek to
clarify different dimensions of Kierkegaard's interpretive theory and practice as he sought to avoid
the twin pitfalls of academic skepticism and passionless biblical traditionalism.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Art and Praise in Kierkegaard’s Works of
Love Richard McCombs, 2023-12-19 Since art is essential to the love of one’s neighbor as oneself
and to love’s chief goal of building up one another, we cannot understand love without also
understanding its art. Observing that praise is ubiquitous in Søren Kierkegaard’s writings, Richard
McCombs interprets Kierkegaard’s Works of Love as a eulogy of love’s arts of forgiveness,
peace-making, and building up one’s neighbor in maturity and charity. Kierkegaard stresses love's
ability to achieve results, calling love irresistible and almost magical in overcoming obstacles to its
purposes; living the life of faith and love involves skillful attention to the specificity of the episodes
in an individual’s life, and the creative imagining of new ways of enacting these virtues. McCombs
argues that Kierkegaard’s ideas about the art of love reveal limits or exceptions to his individualism
and to his anti-consequentialism in ethics. Art and Praise in Kierkegaard’s Works of Love explores
Kierkegaard’s distinct praises of love through texts like Works of Love, The Brothers Karamazov,
and Middlemarch to illustrate, complement, and sometimes correct Kierkegaard’s profound account
of love’s art and wisdom, suggesting ways that the art of praise bears on other questions in
aesthetics, ethics, and religion.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Kierkegaard's Writings, XV, Volume 15 Søren
Kierkegaard, 2009-07-06 In his praise for Part I of Upbuilding Discourses in Various Spirits, the
eminent Kierkegaard scholar Eduard Geismar said, I am of the opinion that nothing of what he has
written is to such a degree before the face of God. Anyone who really wants to understand
Kierkegaard does well to begin with it. These discourses, composed after Kierkegaard had initially
intended to end his public writing career, constitute the first work of his second authorship.
Characterized by Kierkegaard as ethical-ironic, Part One, Purity of Heart Is to Will One Thing, offers
a penetrating discussion of double-mindedness and ethical integrity. Part Two, What We Learn from
the Lilies in the Field and from the Birds of the Air, humorously exposes an inverted qualitative
difference between the learner and the teacher. In Part Three, The Gospel of Sufferings, Christian
Discourses, the philosopher explores how joy can come out of suffering.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: The Kierkegaardian Mind Adam Buben,
Eleanor Helms, Patrick Stokes, 2019-05-02 Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) remains one of the most
enigmatic, captivating, and elusive thinkers in the history of European thought. The Kierkegaardian
Mind provides a comprehensive survey of his work, not only placing it in its historical context but
also exploring its contemporary significance. Comprising thirty-eight chapters by a team of
international contributors, this handbook is divided into eight parts covering the following themes:
Methodology Ethics Aesthetics Philosophy of Religion and Theology Philosophy of Mind
Anthropology Epistemology Politics. Essential reading for students and researchers in philosophy,
Kierkegaard’s work is central to the study of political philosophy, literature, existentialist thought,
and theology.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: The Coming Winter T. Patrick Jensen,
2020-12-16 The Coming Winter is a work for pastors, by a pastor, about Paul, the pastor. The work
seeks to integrate both a personal story of contemporary pastoral ministry within the rubric of
Timothy’s story as a benefactor of Paul’s guidance in and through the epistle of 1 Timothy. The book
seeks to guide the local church pastor through conflict management, polity, liturgy, and healing from
woundedness.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Kierkegaard's Journals and Notebooks,
Volume 5 Søren Kierkegaard, 2012-01-29 For over a century, the Danish thinker Søren Kierkegaard
(1813-55) has been at the center of a number of important discussions, concerning not only
philosophy and theology, but also, more recently, fields such as social thought, psychology, and



contemporary aesthetics, especially literary theory. Despite his relatively short life, Kierkegaard was
an extraordinarily prolific writer, as attested to by the 26-volume Princeton University Press edition
of all of his published writings. But Kierkegaard left behind nearly as much unpublished writing,
most of which consists of what are called his journals and notebooks. Kierkegaard has long been
recognized as one of history's great journal keepers, but only rather small portions of his journals
and notebooks are what we usually understand by the term diaries. By far the greater part of
Kierkegaard's journals and notebooks consists of reflections on a myriad of subjects--philosophical,
religious, political, personal. Studying his journals and notebooks takes us into his workshop, where
we can see his entire universe of thought. We can witness the genesis of his published works, to be
sure--but we can also see whole galaxies of concepts, new insights, and fragments, large and small,
of partially (or almost entirely) completed but unpublished works. Kierkegaard's Journals and
Notebooks enables us to see the thinker in dialogue with his times and with himself. Volume 5 of this
11-volume series includes five of Kierkegaard's important NB journals (Journals NB6 through NB10),
covering the months from summer 1848 through early May 1849. This was a turbulent period both
in the history of Denmark--which was experiencing the immediate aftermath of revolution and the
fall of absolutism, a continuing war with the German states, and the replacement of the State
Church with the Danish People's Church--and for Kierkegaard personally. The journals in the present
volume include Kierkegaard's reactions to the political upheaval, a retrospective account of his
audiences with King Christian VIII, deliberations about publishing an autobiographical explanation
of his writings, and an increasingly harsh critique of the Danish Church. These journals also reflect
Kierkegaard's deep concern over his collision with the satirical journal Corsair, an experience that
helped radicalize his view of essential Christianity and caused him to ponder the meaning of
martyrdom. Kierkegaard wrote his journals in a two-column format, one for his initial entries and the
second for the extensive marginal comments that he added later. This edition of the journals
reproduces this format, includes several photographs of original manuscript pages, and contains
extensive scholarly commentary on the various entries and on the history of the manuscripts being
reproduced.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: The Lily of the Field and the Bird of the Air Søren
Kierkegaard, 2018-04-03 A masterful new translation of one of Kierkegaard's most engaging works
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells his followers to let go of earthly concerns by considering the
lilies of the field and the birds of the air. Søren Kierkegaard's short masterpiece on this famous
gospel passage draws out its vital lessons for readers in a rapidly modernizing and secularizing
world. Trenchant, brilliant, and written in stunningly lucid prose, The Lily of the Field and the Bird
of the Air (1849) is one of Kierkegaard's most important books. Presented here in a fresh new
translation with an informative introduction, this profound yet accessible work serves as an ideal
entrée to an essential modern thinker. The Lily of the Field and the Bird of the Air reveals a less
familiar but deeply appealing side of the father of existentialism—unshorn of his complexity and
subtlety, yet supremely approachable. As Kierkegaard later wrote of the book, Without fighting with
anybody and without speaking about myself, I said much of what needs to be said, but movingly,
mildly, upliftingly. This masterful edition introduces one of Kierkegaard's most engaging and
inspiring works to a new generation of readers.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Christian Discourses Søren Kierkegaard, 2007
The International Kierkegaard Commentary-For the first time in English the world community of
scholars systematically assembled and presented the results of recent research in the vast literature
of Søren Kierkegaard. Based on the definitive English edition of Kierkegaard's works by Princeton
University Press, this series of commentaries addresses all the published texts of the influential
Danish philosopher and theologian. This is volume 17 in a series of commentaries based upon the
definitive translations of Kierkegaard's writings published by Princeton University Press, 1980ff.
  the lily of the field and the bird of the air: Upbuilding Discourses in Various Spirits
Robert L. Perkins, 2005 Just as Howard V. and Edna H. Hong's translation of Upbuilding Discourses
in Various Spirits marked the first appearance of this complete title in English in a single volume,



this collection of essays is the first to explore the fascinating and powerful compilation of
Kierkegaard's writings that clearly initiate the second authorship.--BOOK JACKET.
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