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ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell is more than just a phrase—it’s a
call to remember one of the most iconic symbols of American freedom and independence.
The Liberty Bell, with its storied history and resonant message, has rung through
centuries of change, inspiring generations with its tale of liberty and justice. This article
will take you on a captivating journey through the epic story behind the Liberty Bell,
exploring its origins, significance, and the role it continues to play in America’s cultural
heritage.

The Birth of an American Icon: The Liberty Bell’s
Origins

The Liberty Bell, originally cast in 1752, was intended as a symbol for the Pennsylvania
State House, now known as Independence Hall. Commissioned to mark the 50-year
anniversary—or jubilee—of William Penn’s charter for Pennsylvania, the bell was meant to
ring in the jubilee the epic of Americas liberty bell and herald the values of freedom and
democracy that the new colony would strive to uphold.

Crafting the Bell: A Story of Persistence

The bell’s initial casting took place in the Whitechapel Bell Foundry in London. However,
upon arrival in Philadelphia, it was discovered to be cracked. Local founders John Pass
and John Stow recast the bell twice, adding their names to the inscription. Despite these
efforts, the bell developed its famous crack early on, which would later become a powerful
symbol in its own right.

Inscription and Symbolism

The Liberty Bell’s inscription reads:
*"Proclaim LIBERTY Throughout all the Land unto all the Inhabitants Thereof Lev. XXV. v
X."*
This biblical verse from Leviticus was a profound reminder of the ideals the new American
nation aspired to—liberty and justice for all.



Ring in the Jubilee: The Liberty Bell’s Role in the
American Revolution

The phrase "ring in the jubilee the epic of Americas liberty bell" evokes the bell’s most
dramatic moment—its ringing on July 8, 1776, to mark the first public reading of the
Declaration of Independence. While historians debate the exact timing and whether the
bell was rung on that day, it undeniably became a rallying symbol of the American
Revolution.

The Bell as a Revolutionary Symbol

During the revolution, the Liberty Bell was used to summon citizens for meetings and to
announce significant events. It symbolized the hope and determination of the colonists
fighting for freedom from British rule. The bell’s image was reproduced widely on
pamphlets, flags, and other revolutionary paraphernalia, further cementing its place as an
emblem of liberty.

From Practical to Symbolic: The Bell’s Journey Post-
Revolution

After the American Revolution, the bell’s physical use diminished as newer bells and
technologies took precedence. However, its symbolic value only grew. By the 19th
century, abolitionists adopted the Liberty Bell as a powerful emblem of their fight against
slavery, ringing it in the jubilee of emancipation and freedom.

The Crack Heard Around the World:
Understanding the Liberty Bell’s Famous Flaw

One of the most fascinating aspects of the Liberty Bell is its iconic crack, which has
sparked curiosity and legend alike. The crack is not just a physical imperfection but a
metaphor for the struggles and resilience inherent in the American journey toward liberty.

How Did the Crack Happen?

The exact moment the crack appeared is uncertain. It is believed to have developed
sometime in the early 19th century, possibly during a 1846 ringing to mark George
Washington’s birthday. Attempts to repair the crack were unsuccessful, and the bell was
retired from active ringing.



The Crack’s Symbolic Meaning

Far from diminishing the bell’s importance, the crack has become a poignant emblem of
the imperfections and challenges in America’s quest for freedom. The bell’s damaged state
reminds us that liberty is not perfect or easy—it requires ongoing effort and vigilance.

Ring in the Jubilee: The Liberty Bell in Modern
America

Today, the Liberty Bell stands proudly in Philadelphia’s Liberty Bell Center, visited by
millions annually. It continues to ring in the jubilee the epic of Americas liberty bell by
representing freedom, equality, and the enduring spirit of the nation.

Educational and Cultural Significance

The Liberty Bell serves as an educational tool, teaching visitors about American history,
the fight for independence, and the ongoing struggle for civil rights. Its image is used in
countless cultural and political contexts, underscoring its timeless relevance.

Commemorations and Celebrations

Every year, special events and ceremonies celebrate the Liberty Bell’s legacy. These
occasions often coincide with national holidays like Independence Day and Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, highlighting the bell’s role in symbolizing liberty for all Americans.

Preserving the Legacy: Tips for Visiting the
Liberty Bell

If you’re planning to experience the Liberty Bell firsthand, here are some helpful tips to
make the most of your visit:

Arrive Early: The Liberty Bell Center can get crowded, especially during summer
and holidays. Early arrival ensures a more peaceful experience.

Explore Independence Hall: Nearby Independence Hall offers guided tours that
provide deeper context about the bell and the founding of the United States.

Engage with Interactive Exhibits: The Liberty Bell Center features multimedia
displays that enrich your understanding of the bell’s history and symbolism.



Take Time to Reflect: The Liberty Bell is not just a historical artifact but a living
symbol of freedom—take a moment to absorb its meaning.

The Liberty Bell’s Enduring Message

The story of the Liberty Bell is a testament to the resilience, hope, and unyielding spirit
that defines America. To ring in the jubilee the epic of Americas liberty bell means to
celebrate not only a physical object but the ideals that have shaped the nation. From its
cracked surface to its powerful inscription, the bell invites each generation to recommit to
the pursuit of liberty and justice.

As you reflect on the Liberty Bell, consider how its message resonates today. In a world
still grappling with questions of freedom and equality, the bell’s call remains as urgent
and inspiring as ever. Its toll continues to echo through history, reminding us all to cherish
and protect the liberties won through sacrifice and courage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Ring in the Jubilee: The Epic of America's
Liberty Bell' about?
It is a historical narrative that explores the significance and story behind America's
Liberty Bell, highlighting its role as a symbol of freedom and independence.

Who authored 'Ring in the Jubilee: The Epic of
America's Liberty Bell'?
The book was written by an author specializing in American history, although specific
author details should be verified from the book's publication information.

What is the historical importance of the Liberty Bell
featured in 'Ring in the Jubilee'?
The Liberty Bell is an iconic symbol of American independence, historically rung to mark
significant events such as the reading of the Declaration of Independence.

Does 'Ring in the Jubilee' cover the physical history of
the Liberty Bell?
Yes, the book details the creation, cracking, and preservation of the Liberty Bell, providing
insights into its physical history and symbolism.



Is 'Ring in the Jubilee: The Epic of America's Liberty
Bell' suitable for educational purposes?
Yes, it is often used as an educational resource to teach about American history,
patriotism, and the symbolism of the Liberty Bell.

What themes are explored in 'Ring in the Jubilee'?
The book explores themes of liberty, patriotism, American identity, and the enduring
significance of national symbols.

Where can I find 'Ring in the Jubilee: The Epic of
America's Liberty Bell'?
The book is available at major bookstores, libraries, and online retailers such as Amazon
and may also be found in historical society collections.

Additional Resources
Ring in the Jubilee: The Epic of America’s Liberty Bell

ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell serves as a powerful invocation of
one of the United States’ most iconic symbols of freedom and independence. The Liberty
Bell stands not just as a relic of American history but as an enduring emblem of liberty,
justice, and the nation’s revolutionary spirit. Understanding the story behind this historic
bell, its significance in American culture, and the symbolism carried through centuries
requires a deep dive into its origins, its legendary crack, and its role in the collective
memory of the United States.

The Historical Significance of the Liberty Bell

The Liberty Bell’s journey begins in the 18th century, cast in 1752 in London and
originally intended for the Pennsylvania State House—now known as Independence Hall.
It was commissioned to mark the burgeoning unity in the American colonies and to
announce public meetings and proclamations. The phrase “ring in the jubilee the epic of
americas liberty bell” resonates with the bell’s symbolic use during celebrations of
freedom, particularly during the centennial and bicentennial jubilees.

The bell’s most famous inscription, "Proclaim LIBERTY Throughout all the Land unto all
the Inhabitants Thereof," taken from Leviticus 25:10, became a rallying cry during the
American Revolution and later for abolitionists fighting against slavery. The phrase
effectively encapsulates the bell’s role as a beacon for liberty and justice.



The Origins and the Fateful Crack

Originally weighing over 2,000 pounds, the Liberty Bell cracked during its first test ring
after arriving in Philadelphia. It was recast twice by local founders John Pass and John
Stow, whose names appear on the bell. Despite these repairs, the bell developed the
distinctive crack that would forever mark its identity. The exact moment and cause of the
final crack remain a topic of historical debate, but it is generally agreed that the bell
became unusable for ringing by the early 19th century.

The crack is central to the bell’s mystique—it transformed an ordinary civic bell into a
legendary artifact. The bell no longer rings, yet the phrase “ring in the jubilee the epic of
americas liberty bell” metaphorically captures the bell’s resounding impact on American
cultural and political life.

The Role of the Liberty Bell in American Jubilees
and Celebrations

The Liberty Bell has been a focal point during pivotal national jubilees and patriotic
ceremonies. Notably, during the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, the bell was
prominently displayed as the country marked 100 years of independence. The idea of
“ringing in the jubilee” took on a symbolic meaning—celebrating freedom while
acknowledging the ongoing struggle to achieve liberty for all citizens.

Similarly, during the Bicentennial celebrations of 1976, the bell was transported on a
nationwide tour, allowing millions to engage directly with this emblem of American ideals.
This tour reinforced the Liberty Bell's role as a living symbol, bridging past and present
through the act of commemoration.

Symbolism Across Movements

Beyond official celebrations, the Liberty Bell’s symbolism stretches into various social and
political movements. Abolitionists in the 19th century adopted the bell as a symbol of their
fight to end slavery, emphasizing its inscription’s call for liberty. Civil rights activists in
the 20th century likewise invoked the Liberty Bell’s ideals to advocate for equality and
justice.

The metaphorical “ringing” of the bell during these movements underscores its enduring
power. Though physically silent, the Liberty Bell “rings” through the continued relevance
of its message and the collective memory of liberty it inspires.

Comparative Analysis: Liberty Bell and Other



National Symbols

When compared to other national symbols, such as the Statue of Liberty or the American
flag, the Liberty Bell holds a unique place as a tangible artifact linked directly to the
founding moment of the United States. Unlike the flag, which is often used in a variety of
contexts and can be replicated, the Liberty Bell is a singular, irreplaceable object whose
physical imperfections—like the crack—add depth to its meaning.

Statue of Liberty: Symbolizes freedom and welcome, especially for immigrants.

American Flag: Represents national unity and patriotism.

Liberty Bell: Embodies the proclamation of liberty and the struggle for justice.

The Liberty Bell’s narrative is deeply intertwined with the nation’s early history, making it
a more historical than abstract symbol. Its physical presence in Philadelphia anchors it to
the very birthplace of American democracy.

Pros and Cons of the Liberty Bell as a National Symbol

While the Liberty Bell is widely revered, it’s important to examine its strengths and
limitations as a symbol of liberty.

Pros:

Represents foundational ideals of freedom and justice.

Serves as a tangible connection to the Revolutionary era.

Used effectively in social justice movements as a symbol of change.

Cons:

The bell’s silence can be seen as symbolic of unfulfilled promises of liberty, especially
for marginalized groups.

Its association with the revolutionary elite may overshadow the experiences of
indigenous peoples and enslaved individuals.

Physical deterioration restricts its use for ceremonial ringing, limiting interactive
engagement.



Such complexities make the Liberty Bell not only a symbol of triumph but also a reminder
of the ongoing quest for equality.

The Liberty Bell Today: Preservation and Public
Engagement

Today, the Liberty Bell is housed at the Liberty Bell Center in Philadelphia, where millions
of visitors each year come to witness this emblem of American history. The bell is carefully
preserved with climate control and security measures to prevent further damage.

Modern exhibitions focus on educating the public about the bell’s history, the significance
of its inscription, and the broader context of liberty and human rights. Interactive displays
and multimedia presentations help convey the message that “ring in the jubilee the epic of
americas liberty bell” is not just a phrase but a call to action.

Technological Innovations in Preservation

The integration of technology has enhanced the visitor experience and preservation
efforts. 3D scanning and digital archiving allow experts to study the bell’s condition
meticulously and provide virtual tours to those unable to visit Philadelphia. This digital
preservation ensures that the bell’s legacy endures even as the physical artifact ages.

The Enduring Legacy of the Liberty Bell

The phrase “ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell” captures the essence of a
symbol that transcends its material form. The bell’s story—from its origins, its crack, and
its role in historic celebrations—reflects the evolving narrative of America itself. It
remains a potent reminder of the ideals upon which the nation was founded and the
ongoing pursuit of liberty for all citizens.

As the bell continues to inspire generations, its silent call to proclaim liberty reverberates
beyond Philadelphia, echoing in the hearts and minds of those who strive for justice and
freedom worldwide.

Ring In The Jubilee The Epic Of Americas Liberty Bell

  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: The Liberty Bell Gary B. Nash,
2010-05-18 Each year, more than two million visitors line up near Philadelphia’s Independence Hall
and wait to gaze upon a flawed mass of metal forged more than two and a half centuries ago. Since
its original casting in England in 1751, the Liberty Bell has survived a precarious journey on the
road to becoming a symbol of the American identity, and in this masterful work, Gary B. Nash
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reveals how and why this voiceless bell continues to speak such volumes about our nation.A serious
cultural history rooted in detailed research, Nash’s book explores the impetus behind the bell’s
creation, as well as its evolutions in meaning through successive generations. With attention to
Pennsylvania’s Quaker roots, he analyzes the biblical passage from Leviticus that provided the bell’s
inscription and the valiant efforts of Philadelphia’s unheralded brass founders who attempted to
recast the bell after it cracked upon delivery from London’s venerable Whitechapel Foundry. Nash
fills in much-needed context surrounding the bell’s role in announcing the Declaration of
Independence and recounts the lesser-known histories of its seven later trips around the nation,
when it served as a reminder of America’s indomitable spirit in times of conflict. Drawing upon
fascinating primary source documents, Nash’s book continues a remarkable dialogue about a symbol
of American patriotism second only in importance to the Stars and Stripes.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: The Liberty Bell and Its Legacy John
R. Vile, 2020-01-13 This A-Z encyclopedia surveys the history, meaning, and enduring impact of the
Liberty Bell in American culture. This title provides a one-stop resource for understanding the
fascinating history and enduring importance of the Liberty Bell in the fabric of American culture,
from the pre–Revolutionary War era to the present day. The encyclopedia explains key concepts,
principles, and intellectual influences in the creation and display of the Liberty Bell; profiles its
creators and leading champions; and surveys the place of the bell and its home in Philadelphia's
Independence Hall within the political and cultural lexicon of the nation. Additionally, it discusses
important milestones and events in the bell's history and provides a sweeping overview of depictions
of the Liberty Bell in historical and modern art, music, literature, and other cultural areas. It thus
not only serves as a valuable resource in helping readers separate fact from myth regarding one of
America's most potent national symbols but also provides a unique gateway for exploring the wider
history of the United States.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: The Rhetoric of American Civil
Religion Jason A. Edwards, Joseph M. Valenzano III, 2016-09-30 The tie that binds all Americans,
regardless of their demographic background, is faith in the American system of government. This
faith manifests as a form of civil, or secular, religion with its own core documents, creeds, oaths,
ceremonies, and even individuals. In The Rhetoric of American Civil Religion: Symbols, Sinners, and
Saints, contributors seek to examine some of those core elements of American faith by exploring the
proverbial saints, sinners and dominant symbols of the American system.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Ring in the Jubilee Charles Michael
Boland, 1973
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Icons of American Architecture
Donald Langmead, 2009-03-05 What turns a building into an icon? What is it about some structures
that makes their history and legend even more important than their original intended use, making
them a part of American, and world, popular culture? Twenty four buildings and structures,
including the Brooklyn Bridge, the White House, the Hotel del Coronado, and the Washington
Monument are presented here, along with their roles in fiction, film, music, and the imagination of
people worldwide. Approximately twenty five images are included in the set, along with sidebars
featuring additional structures.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: War and American Popular Culture M.
Paul Holsinger, 1999-01-30 Spanning more than 400 years of America's past, this book brings
together, for the first time, entries on the ways Americans have mythologized both the many wars
the nation has fought and the men and women connected with those conflicts. Focusing on
significant representations in popular culture, it provides information on fiction, drama, poems,
songs, film and television, art, memorials, photographs, documentaries, and cartoons. From the
colonial wars before 1775 to our 1997 peacekeeper role in Bosnia, the work briefly explores the
historical background of each war period, enabling the reader to place the almost 500 entries into
their proper context. The book includes particularly large sections dealing with the popular culture
of the American Revolution, the Civil War, the Indian Wars West of the Mississippi, World War II,



and Vietnam. It has been designed to be a useful reference tool for anyone interested in America's
many wars, to provide answers, to teach, to inspire, and most of all, to be enjoyed.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: American Civil Religion Peter
Gardella, 2014 Peter Gardella explores the monuments, texts, and images that embody the spirit of
the United States.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Listening to Nineteenth-Century
America Mark M. Smith, 2015-12-01 Arguing for the importance of the aural dimension of history,
Mark M. Smith contends that to understand what it meant to be northern or southern, slave or
free--to understand sectionalism and the attitudes toward modernity that led to the Civil War--we
must consider how antebellum Americans comprehended the sounds and silences they heard. Smith
explores how northerners and southerners perceived the sounds associated with antebellum
developments including the market revolution, industrialization, westward expansion, and
abolitionism. In northern modernization, southern slaveholders heard the noise of the mob, the din
of industrialism, and threats to what they considered their quiet, orderly way of life; in southern
slavery, northern abolitionists and capitalists heard the screams of enslaved labor, the silence of
oppression, and signals of premodernity that threatened their vision of the American future.
Sectional consciousness was profoundly influenced by the sounds people attributed to their regions.
And as sectionalism hardened into fierce antagonism, it propelled the nation toward its most
earsplitting conflict, the Civil War.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Reading Stories For Comprehension
Success Katherine L. Hall, 1997-01-01 For classroom reading teachers and specialists, this unique
resource is one of two volumes of Reading Stories for Comprehension Success packed with
ready-to-use story lessons and activities for building students' reading, comprehension, and writing
skills in grades 1 through 6. Volume I, PRIMARY LEVEL, presents 45 detailed lessons, reproducible
story selections and questions, and related activities for reading grade levels 1, 2, and 3. Volume II,
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL, presents 45 detailed lessons, reproducible story selections and questions,
and related activities for reading grade levels 4, 5, and 6. The story lessons and activities in both
volumes are designed with modifications for the learning disabled built in. They can be used with all
regular and special students in any basal or whole language reading program, and help increase
students' confidence, interest, and involvement in learning while growing comprehension skills.
You'll find 15 story lessons at each grade level. Each story lesson is organized into the following
sections: About the Story: A brief overview introduces the story's topic, e.g., Fast-Food Computers
(Reading Level 2) or The Mystery of St. Elmo's Fire (Reading Level 4). Preview Words: A helpful
word list introduces students to any unfamiliar vocabulary. Books to Read: Recommended books
relate to the subject of the story lesson. Videos/CD's, Records & Cassettes: These additional
resources will help get students hooked into the story lesson. Introductory Activities: Role-playing,
card games, crafts projects, and other activities familiarize students with the topics of the story. The
Story: Each factual story is designed to capture and hold children's interest and is accompanied by a
reproducible full-page picture. Questions: Specially designed comprehension questions require
students to think out their answer and respond with complete, written sentences. Extension
Activities: Projects, plays, and a variety of other activities allow the student to experience the subject
beyond the story. Each grade-level volume also includes a special introduction offering detailed
suggestions for using Reading Stories for Comprehension Success with students of all abilities. This
covers teaching strategies, reading ability guidelines, sentence writing lessons, and directions for
effective use of the pre-tests, teacher lesson plans, and student data sheets. In short, Reading
Stories for Comprehension Success gives you a single developmental program you can use with all of
the regular and special students in your classroom. It provides maximum flexibility in lesson
preparation and the freedom to base each lesson on your students' needs.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Samuel Adams Ira Stoll, 2008-11-04 In
this stirring biography, Samuel Adams joins the first tier of founding fathers, a rank he has long
deserved. With eloquence equal to that of Thomas Jefferson and Tom Paine, and with a passionate



love of God, Adams helped ignite the flame of liberty and made sure it glowed even during the
Revolution's darkest hours. He was, as Jefferson later observed, truly the man of the Revolution. In a
role that many Americans have not fully appreciated until now, Adams played a pivotal role in the
events leading up to the bloody confrontation with the British. Believing that God had willed a free
American nation, he was among the first patriot leaders to call for independence from England. He
was ever the man of action: He saw the opportunity to stir things up after the Boston Massacre and
helped plan and instigate the Boston Tea Party, though he did not actually participate in it. A fiery
newspaper editor, he railed ceaselessly against taxation without representation. In a relentless
blizzard of articles and speeches, Adams, a man of New England, argued the urgency of revolution.
When the top British general in America, Thomas Gage, offered a general amnesty in June 1775 to
all revolutionaries who would lay down their arms, he excepted only two men, John Hancock and
Samuel Adams: These two were destined for the gallows. It was this pair, author Ira Stoll argues,
whom the British were pursuing in their fateful march on Lexington and Concord. In the tradition of
David McCullough's John Adams, Joseph Ellis's The Founding Brothers, and Walter Isaacson's
Benjamin Franklin, Ira Stoll's Samuel Adams vividly re-creates a world of ideas and action,
reminding us that none of these men of courage knew what we know today: that they would prevail
and make history anew. The idea that especially inspired Adams was religious in nature: He believed
that God had intervened on behalf of the United States and would do so as long asits citizens
maintained civic virtue. We shall never be abandoned by Heaven while we act worthy of its aid and
protection, Adams insisted. A central thesis of this biography is that religion in large part motivated
the founding of America. A gifted young historian and newspaperman, Ira Stoll has written a
gripping story about the man who was the revolution's moral conscience. Sure to be discussed
widely, this book reminds us who Samuel Adams was, why he has been slighted by history, and why
he must be remembered.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third
Series Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1975
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: The Bell and the Glass Christian
Marclay, 2003 Edited by Susan Rosenberg. Conversation with Christian Marclay, Thomas Y. Levin,
Ann Temkin and Thaddeus A. Squire.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Year's Work in Pennsylvania Studies
, 1972
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Abolitionist Cosmopolitanism:
Reconfiguring Gender, Race, and Nation in American Antislavery Literature Pia Wiegmink,
2022-09-19 Abolitionist Cosmopolitanism redefines the potential of American antislavery literature
as a cultural and political imaginary by situating antislavery literature in specific transnational
contexts and highlighting the role of women as producers, subjects, and audiences of antislavery
literature. Pia Wiegmink draws attention to locales, authors, and webs of entanglement between
texts, ideas, and people. Perceived through the lens of gender and transnationalism, American
antislavery literature emerges as a body of writing that presents profoundly reconfigured literary
imaginations of freedom and equality in the United States prior to the Civil War.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: National Union Catalog , 1973
Includes entries for maps and atlases.
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Catalogue of Title-entries of Books and
Other Articles Entered in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, Under the
Copyright Law ... Wherein the Copyright Has Been Completed by the Deposit of Two Copies in the
Office Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1975
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Catalog of Copyright Entries, Third
Series Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1973 The record of each copyright registration listed
in the Catalog includes a description of the work copyrighted and data relating to the copyright
claim (the name of the copyright claimant as given in the application for registration, the copyright
date, the copyright registration number, etc.).



  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Library Journal , 1973-07
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: The Library Journal Book Review , 1977
  ring in the jubilee the epic of americas liberty bell: Independence Hall in American
Memory Charlene Mires, 2015-11-04 Independence Hall is a place Americans think they know well.
Within its walls the Continental Congress declared independence in 1776, and in 1787 the Founding
Fathers drafted the U.S. Constitution there. Painstakingly restored to evoke these momentous
events, the building appears to have passed through time unscathed, from the heady days of the
American Revolution to today. But Independence Hall is more than a symbol of the young nation.
Beyond this, according to Charlene Mires, it has a long and varied history of changing uses in an
urban environment, almost all of which have been forgotten. In Independence Hall, Mires
rediscovers and chronicles the lost history of Independence Hall, in the process exploring the
shifting perceptions of this most important building in America's popular imagination. According to
Mires, the significance of Independence Hall cannot be fully appreciated without assessing the full
range of political, cultural, and social history that has swirled about it for nearly three centuries.
During its existence, it has functioned as a civic and cultural center, a political arena and courtroom,
and a magnet for public celebrations and demonstrations. Artists such as Thomas Sully frequented
Independence Square when Philadelphia served as the nation's capital during the 1790s, and
portraitist Charles Willson Peale merged the arts, sciences, and public interest when he transformed
a portion of the hall into a center for natural science in 1802. In the 1850s, hearings for accused
fugitive slaves who faced the loss of freedom were held, ironically, in this famous birthplace of
American independence. Over the years Philadelphians have used the old state house and its public
square in a multitude of ways that have transformed it into an arena of conflict: labor grievances
have echoed regularly in Independence Square since the 1830s, while civil rights protesters
exercised their right to free speech in the turbulent 1960s. As much as the Founding Fathers, these
people and events illuminate the building's significance as a cultural symbol.
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