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1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 Pistol That Was Built in 1956: A Vintage Firearm Gem

1 2 beretta model 948 22 pistol that was built in 1956 stands as a fascinating piece of firearms history,
combining elegant Italian craftsmanship with the practicality and reliability that Beretta is known for. This
pistol, chambered in .22 caliber, represents an era when semi-automatic pistols were evolving rapidly in
design and function, and it offers both collectors and shooting enthusiasts a glimpse into mid-20th-century
firearm technology. If you’ve ever been curious about classic Beretta models or the nuances of vintage .22
handguns, this detailed exploration will shed light on the unique features, history, and legacy of the 1 2
Beretta Model 948.

Historical Context of the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 Pistol That
Was Built in 1956

The mid-1950s were a transformative period in firearm manufacturing. Post-World War II, many
companies were innovating and refining their weapon designs to meet both civilian and law enforcement
demands. Beretta, an Italian manufacturer with roots tracing back to the 16th century, was no exception.
The Model 948 emerged in this era as a compact, reliable, and stylish option for target shooting and small-

game hunting.

The designation "1 2" in the model name often causes confusion, but it refers to specific production or
design iterations within Beretta’s cataloging system. The 1956 production date places this pistol in a vintage
category, making it highly sought after by collectors who appreciate firearms with historical significance

and classic engineering.

Beretta’s Evolution Leading to the Model 948

Before the Model 948, Beretta had already established itself through models like the M1934 and the M1951,
which were widely respected for military and civilian use. The Model 948 was designed primarily as a .22
LR caliber pistol, ideal for plinking, training, and casual shooting. Its compact size and ergonomic design
made it accessible for shooters who preferred something lighter and easier to handle compared to larger

handguns.



Design and Technical Features of the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22
Pistol That Was Built in 1956

One of the standout characteristics of the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 pistol is its blend of sleek aesthetics and
practical functionality. Crafted with precision, the pistol reflects the Italian design philosophy of marrying

form and function.

Caliber and Action

Chambered in .22 Long Rifle (LR), the Beretta Model 948 is perfect for target shooters and beginners due
to the low recoil and affordable ammunition. The pistol operates on a blowback mechanism, a common

design for .22 semi-automatic pistols, which provides straightforward operation and ease of maintenance.

Build Quality and Materials

The 1956 Model 948 features a steel frame with a blued finish, giving it durability and a classic look that has
aged gracefully. The grips typically consist of checkered wood or plastic, offering a comfortable hold and
control during firing. Despite its vintage status, the build quality of this pistol has stood the test of time,

often requiring only routine cleaning and maintenance to keep it functioning smoothly.

Size and Ergonomics

With a barrel length of approximately 3.9 inches and an overall length just under 7 inches, the Model 948
is compact and lightweight. This makes it an excellent choice for concealed carry enthusiasts of the era and
those seeking a handy plinking pistol. Its slim profile and balanced weight distribution contribute to a

comfortable shooting experience, even for extended sessions.

Performance and Shooting Experience

For shooters, the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 pistol that was built in 1956 offers a smooth trigger pull and
consistent accuracy typical of well-engineered Beretta firearms. The single-action trigger mechanism

allows for precise shot placement, making it a favorite among target shooters.



Accuracy and Recoil

The .22 LR cartridge is known for minimal recoil, which the Model 948 handles exceptionally well due to
its blowback action and ergonomic design. This makes it an excellent training pistol for new shooters
learning marksmanship fundamentals. Additionally, the fixed iron sights are easy to use and provide

reliable aiming without the distraction of complicated optics.

Reliability and Maintenance

Despite its age, many examples of the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 remain in excellent working condition, thanks
to the quality engineering and materials Beretta employed. Routine maintenance involves cleaning the
barrel, slide, and action, which can typically be done without specialized tools. The pistol’s simple blowback

design reduces the likelihood of jams or malfunctions, ensuring a dependable shooting experience.

Collectibility and Value of the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 Pistol
That Was Built in 1956

For collectors, the 1956 Beretta Model 948 holds a special place due to its historical background, limited
production run, and classic design. Vintage firearms like this one often appreciate in value when preserved

in good condition, especially with original parts and finish intact.

Factors Affecting Collectibility

¢ Condition: Pistols with minimal wear, no rust, and original grips command higher prices.
¢ Provenance: Documentation or known history of ownership can increase desirability.
¢ Completeness: Inclusion of original box, manuals, and accessories adds to value.

¢ Rarity: Limited production numbers or unique features enhance collectibility.



Market Trends and Pricing

Currently, prices for a well-maintained 1 2 Beretta Model 948 from 1956 can vary widely depending on
condition and completeness, but they typically range from moderate to high among vintage pistol
collectors. As interest in classic European firearms grows, models like the 948 often become the centerpiece

of collections focused on mid-century handguns.

Practical Tips for Owners and Enthusiasts

If you happen to own or are considering acquiring a 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 pistol that was built in 1956,

there are a few practical tips to keep in mind to enjoy and preserve this vintage piece.

Proper Cleaning and Storage

Given the pistol’s age, it’s essential to clean it gently but thoroughly after each use. Use a high-quality gun
oil to prevent rust and corrosion, paying special attention to the barrel and moving parts. Store the firearm

in a cool, dry place, ideally in a padded gun case or safe with humidity control to maintain its condition.

Finding Ammunition and Spare Parts

While .22 LR ammo remains widely available, sourcing original or compatible spare parts can be
challenging due to the pistol’s vintage status. Connecting with Beretta enthusiasts’ forums, vintage gun

shops, or specialized gunsmiths can be invaluable resources for maintenance and repair.

Safe Handling and Usage

Always follow standard firearm safety rules, especially with older pistols where mechanisms may differ
slightly from modern designs. Before firing, inspect the pistol for any signs of wear or damage to ensure

safe operation. If unsure, consult a qualified gunsmith experienced with vintage firearms.

The Enduring Appeal of the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 Pistol



That Was Built in 1956

Vintage firearms like the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 pistol offer more than just a shooting experience; they
serve as tangible connections to the craftsmanship and design philosophies of a bygone era. Whether you’re
a collector, a history buff, or a shooting enthusiast, the 1956 Beretta 948 presents a charming blend of
performance, style, and heritage that continues to captivate users decades after its creation. Its compact size,
reliable blowback operation, and classic Italian design ensure it remains a beloved piece among those who

appreciate the art and function of historic handguns.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the Beretta Model 948 22 pistol?

The Beretta Model 948 is a semi-automatic .22 caliber pistol that was manufactured by Beretta, known for

its compact design and reliability.

When was the Beretta Model 948 22 pistol first produced?

The Beretta Model 948 was first produced in the mid-1950s, with notable models built around 1956.

‘What are the key features of the 1956 Beretta Model 948 22 pistol?

Key features include a compact frame, .22 LR caliber, blowback operation, fixed sights, and a sleek design

typical of Beretta pistols from that era.

Is the Beretta Model 948 22 pistol from 1956 collectible?

Yes, the 1956 Beretta Model 948 is considered collectible due to its age, historical significance, and quality

craftsmanship.

‘What is the typical condition of a 1956 Beretta Model 948 22 on the

market?

Typically, pistols from 1956 may show signs of wear but many are found in good to excellent condition,

especially if well maintained by collectors.

‘What ammunition does the Beretta Model 948 22 pistol use?

The Beretta Model 948 uses .22 Long Rifle (LR) caliber ammunition.



How reliable is the Beretta Model 948 22 pistol from 19567

The Beretta Model 948 is known for its reliability and ease of maintenance, making it a dependable firearm

even decades after production.

What is the approximate value of a 1956 Beretta Model 948 22 pistol
today?

The value varies based on condition and provenance but typically ranges from $400 to $800 USD among

collectors.

Are there any modern equivalents to the Beretta Model 948 22 pistol?

Modern Beretta pistols and other manufacturers offer compact .22 pistols with similar features, but the

Model 948 remains unique for its vintage design.

Where can one find spare parts for the 1956 Beretta Model 948 22 pistol?

Spare parts can often be found through specialized firearm collectors, Beretta dealers, or gunsmiths who

deal with vintage firearms.

Additional Resources

*Exploring the Legacy of the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 Pistol Built in 1956™**

1 2 beretta model 948 22 pistol that was built in 1956 holds a distinctive place in the annals of firearm
history. As a product of Beretta’s extensive lineage of pistols, this particular model encapsulates the
craftsmanship and innovation of mid-20th century firearm design. Understanding its specifications,
historical context, and performance characteristics offers valuable insights into why this pistol remains a

subject of interest for collectors and shooting enthusiasts alike.

Historical Context and Manufacturing Background

The Beretta Model 948 .22 pistol was introduced during a period when Beretta was expanding its range of
small-caliber handguns aimed at civilian markets for target shooting and recreational purposes. The year
1956 marked a time of post-war innovation in firearm manufacturing, with companies like Beretta focusing

on precision engineering and reliability.

The "1 2" designation often refers to specific production runs or variants within the Model 948 series,

possibly indicating early manufacturing iterations from that era. Produced in Italy, the 1956 Beretta Model



948 was crafted using high-quality steel and traditional machining techniques, reflecting the brand’s

commitment to durability and performance.

Technical Specifications and Design Features

The 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 pistol is chambered in .22 Long Rifle (LR), a popular cartridge known for its
low recoil, affordability, and versatility. This made the pistol particularly suitable for target shooting,

training, and small-game hunting.

Key Specifications

e Caliber: .22 LR

e Action: Blowback semi-automatic

e Barrel length: Approximately 4.75 inches

¢ Overall length: Around 8 inches

e Magazine capacity: 8 rounds

o Weight: Approximately 1.1 pounds (500 grams)

e Material: Carbon steel frame and slide

The pistol’s blowback mechanism ensures a straightforward, reliable cycling of rounds, ideal for the .22 LR
cartridge. Its compact size and light weight made it a convenient option for both novice and experienced

shooters.

Ergonomics and Handling

Ergonomically, the Model 948 features a slim grip with checkered wooden panels, providing a secure hold
without compromising comfort. The sights consist of a fixed front blade and an adjustable rear notch, which
allow for reasonable precision in target shooting scenarios. Due to its manageable recoil and smooth trigger

pull, the pistol is often praised for its ease of control.



Performance and Practical Use

When examining the 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 pistol that was built in 1956, it is important to consider its
performance in practical applications. This pistol was designed for accuracy and reliability rather than high-

capacity or rapid fire.

Accuracy and Range

The .22 LR caliber is inherently suited for short to medium distances, typically effective up to 50 yards for
target shooting. The Model 948’s barrel length and sighting system contribute to a steady accuracy that
appeals to competitive shooters and hobbyists. While not a tactical firearm, its precision makes it a reliable

tool for plinking and marksmanship training.

Reliability and Maintenance

Beretta’s reputation for dependable firearms is upheld by the Model 948. Its simple blowback action reduces
the likelihood of malfunctions. However, due to the era of its manufacture, maintenance requires attention

to lubrication and cleaning to prevent wear and corrosion, especially given its carbon steel components.

Comparison with Contemporary .22 Pistols

During the 1950s, several manufacturers produced .22 caliber pistols catering to the same market segment
as the Beretta Model 948. Comparing the 1 2 Beretta model with contemporaries such as the Ruger Mark 1

or Browning Buck Mark provides perspective on its standing.

¢ Ruger Mark I: Known for its robust construction and reliability, the Ruger offered a similar
blowback mechanism with a slightly larger magazine capacity. However, the Beretta’s compact

design was more appealing for those prioritizing portability.
¢ Browning Buck Mark: This model, introduced later, featured enhanced ergonomics and more

modern materials. The Model 948’s classic steel build, however, gives it an aesthetic and tactile

quality appreciated by collectors.

Although the Beretta Model 948 might not have matched some rivals in terms of magazine size or modern



features, its build quality and precision shooting capabilities have ensured its continued relevance.

Collector’s Perspective and Market Value

The 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 pistol built in 1956 is sought after by collectors due to its historical
significance and limited production run. Firearms from this era that remain in good condition can command

a premium on the vintage market.

Factors influencing collector interest include:

¢ Condition: Pistols with original parts, minimal wear, and functional mechanisms are more valuable.
e Provenance: Documentation or evidence of ownership history can enhance appeal.

¢ Completeness: Original magazines, packaging, and accessories add to desirability.

The niche appeal of the Model 948 lies in its combination of Italian craftsmanship and mid-century design,

which contrasts with more mass-produced American and German .22 pistols of the same period.

Restoration and Usage Considerations

For owners interested in restoring or shooting a 1956 Beretta Model 948, sourcing authentic parts can be
challenging but rewarding. Given the pistol’s age, careful inspection by a qualified gunsmith is advisable

before firing to ensure safety.

The pistol’s manageable recoil and straightforward operating system make it a practical candidate for

recreational shooting, provided that appropriate maintenance is performed regularly.

Legacy and Influence on Beretta’s Lineup

The 1 2 Beretta Model 948 .22 pistol represents a stepping stone in Beretta’s evolution as a manufacturer of
reliable, user-friendly small-caliber handguns. Its design principles influenced subsequent models that

further refined ergonomics and materials.

Beretta’s ongoing commitment to quality is evident in how the Model 948’s characteristics—such as reliable



blowback action and balanced handling—persist in modern pistols. Collectors and historians often view the
948 as a bridge between traditional craftsmanship and the emerging innovations that shaped the latter half

of the 20th century.
Exploring this pistol today offers more than just an appreciation for a firearm; it provides a window into the

technological and cultural shifts in firearm design during the 1950s, underscoring Beretta’s role in shaping

the small arms industry worldwide.

1 2 Beretta Model 948 22 Pistol That Was Built In 1956

1 2 beretta model 948 22 pistol that was built in 1956: The Illustrated Encyclopedia of 20th
Century Weapons and Warfare Bernard Fitzsimons, 1971
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