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The Florida Real Estate Commission: Understanding Its Legal Powers and Responsibilities

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to regulate and oversee the
real estate industry within the state, ensuring that all real estate professionals operate
fairly, ethically, and in compliance with established standards. This regulatory body plays a
crucial role in maintaining consumer protection, fostering professionalism, and upholding
the integrity of real estate transactions across Florida. If you're a real estate agent, broker,
or even a consumer, it’s vital to understand what powers this commission holds and how it
impacts the real estate landscape in the Sunshine State.

The Florida Real Estate Commission’s Legal
Authority

The Florida Real Estate Commission (FREC) derives its authority from the Florida Statutes,
specifically Chapter 475, which governs real estate brokerage, appraisals, and related
activities. The commission’s primary role is to implement and enforce these laws, which are
designed to protect the public and ensure a trustworthy real estate market.

Licensing and Qualification Oversight

One of the foundational powers the Florida Real Estate Commission is empowered by law to
exercise is the licensing of real estate professionals. This includes:

e Reviewing and approving applications for real estate sales associates, brokers, and
broker associates.

e Setting educational requirements, including pre-licensing courses and continuing
education mandates.

e Administering or overseeing licensing examinations to assess competency.

By controlling who can legally practice real estate in Florida, the commission helps maintain
a standard of professionalism and competence among agents and brokers.

Rulemaking and Policy Development



Beyond licensing, the Florida Real Estate Commission is empowered by law to create and
enforce administrative rules that interpret and supplement the statutes. These rules
address various operational aspects of real estate practice, such as advertising guidelines,
ethical conduct, and transaction procedures. Through rulemaking, the commission adapts
to evolving market conditions and industry trends, ensuring that regulations stay relevant
and effective.

Enforcement and Disciplinary Powers

Perhaps one of the most critical functions of the Florida Real Estate Commission is its
authority to enforce real estate laws and discipline licensees who violate those laws or
ethical standards.

Investigations and Complaints

The commission can investigate complaints filed by consumers or other licensees regarding
misconduct, fraud, misrepresentation, or unethical practices. Upon receiving a complaint,
the commission has the legal power to:

e Conduct formal investigations, including subpoenaing witnesses and documents.

¢ Hold hearings to review evidence and determine if violations occurred.

e Collaborate with law enforcement or other regulatory bodies when criminal activity is
suspected.

This investigative authority ensures that the commission can thoroughly examine issues
affecting the real estate community and protect the public from unscrupulous behavior.

Disciplinary Actions and Penalties

If the Florida Real Estate Commission finds that a licensee has breached the law or
commission rules, it is empowered by law to impose a range of disciplinary actions,
including:

1. Issuing reprimands or warnings.

2. Levying fines and monetary penalties.

3. Suspending or revoking real estate licenses.



4. Ordering licensees to complete additional education or training.

These sanctions serve not only as punishment but also as deterrents, promoting ethical
conduct and accountability within the industry.

Consumer Protection and Education

The Florida Real Estate Commission is empowered by law to prioritize consumer protection,
which is a cornerstone of its mission.

Safeguarding Public Interests

Real estate transactions often involve significant financial commitments and complex legal
obligations. The commission’s regulatory authority helps safeguard consumers by:

e Ensuring that licensees disclose material facts that could affect property value or
desirability.
e Requiring adherence to fair business practices and honest dealings.

e Maintaining a recovery fund to compensate consumers harmed by licensee
misconduct under certain conditions.

This protective framework aims to build trust between consumers and real estate
professionals, reducing the risk of fraud or malpractice.

Promoting Education and Awareness

In addition to regulating professionals, the Florida Real Estate Commission actively
promotes public education about real estate laws, rights, and best practices. The
commission often provides resources such as:

e Guides and informational brochures about buying, selling, and renting property.

e Workshops or seminars aimed at educating both consumers and licensees.

e Online tools to verify license status and disciplinary histories of real estate
professionals.



By empowering consumers with knowledge, the commission helps them make informed
decisions and recognize legitimate, licensed professionals.

Collaboration with Other Agencies and Industry
Stakeholders

The Florida Real Estate Commission is empowered by law to collaborate with various
governmental and industry organizations to enhance oversight and enforcement.

Interagency Coordination

Because real estate intersects with many areas—such as finance, construction,
environmental regulation, and consumer protection—the commission works alongside:

e The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR), which
oversees licensing and regulatory enforcement.

e Federal agencies like the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for
fair housing compliance.

e Local government bodies and law enforcement to address zoning, fraud, or criminal
activities related to real estate.

Such partnerships enable more comprehensive regulation and improved consumer
safeguards.

Engagement with Industry Professionals

The commission frequently seeks input from real estate associations, brokers, and
educational institutions to tailor rules and policies that reflect industry realities. This
engagement helps balance regulatory objectives with market dynamics, ensuring that the
commission’s powers are exercised in a manner that supports a healthy real estate
economy.

Why Understanding the Florida Real Estate
Commission’s Powers Matters

Whether you’'re entering the real estate profession or planning to buy or sell a home,
knowing that the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to oversee licensing,



enforce ethical standards, and protect consumers can provide peace of mind. Their role is
not just bureaucratic—it directly influences the quality, fairness, and safety of real estate
transactions throughout the state.

For licensees, adhering to commission rules and maintaining good standing avoids costly
penalties and reputational damage. For consumers, utilizing the commission’s resources
and reporting any suspicious behavior helps maintain a trustworthy market environment.

In essence, the Florida Real Estate Commission acts as both a guardian and guide in
Florida’'s vibrant real estate industry, empowered by law to ensure that every transaction is
conducted with integrity, transparency, and professionalism.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary role of the Florida Real Estate
Commission (FREC)?

The Florida Real Estate Commission is empowered by law to regulate real estate brokers,
sales associates, and real estate schools to protect the public and ensure ethical practices
in real estate transactions.

Can the Florida Real Estate Commission issue licenses?

Yes, the Florida Real Estate Commission is authorized by law to issue, suspend, or revoke
real estate licenses for brokers and sales associates in the state.

Does the Florida Real Estate Commission have the
authority to enforce disciplinary actions?

Yes, the commission can impose disciplinary actions such as fines, license suspensions, or
revocations against licensees who violate real estate laws or commission rules.

Is the Florida Real Estate Commission responsible for
establishing real estate education requirements?

Yes, the commission sets educational standards and approves courses required for initial
licensure and continuing education for real estate professionals in Florida.

Can the Florida Real Estate Commission conduct
investigations?

The commission is empowered by law to investigate complaints against licensees and take
appropriate actions based on their findings to uphold real estate regulations.



Does the Florida Real Estate Commission regulate real
estate brokerage operations?

Yes, the commission oversees brokerage operations including trust fund handling,
advertising rules, and brokerage office requirements to ensure compliance with state laws.

Is the Florida Real Estate Commission involved in
rulemaking?

Yes, the commission has the legal authority to adopt rules and regulations necessary to
implement and enforce Florida real estate laws effectively.

Additional Resources

The Florida Real Estate Commission: Legal Powers and Regulatory Role

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to regulate and oversee the
real estate industry within the state, ensuring that real estate professionals adhere to
established standards of practice and ethics. As a regulatory authority, the Florida Real
Estate Commission (FREC) plays a critical role in maintaining integrity in real estate
transactions and protecting consumers from fraudulent or unethical behavior.
Understanding the scope and limits of the commission’s authority offers valuable insights
into how Florida’s real estate market operates under a framework of legal oversight.

Legal Foundation and Authority of the Florida
Real Estate Commission

The Florida Real Estate Commission derives its authority primarily from the Florida Statutes,
specifically Chapter 475, which governs real estate brokers, sales associates, and real
estate schools. By law, the commission is tasked with promulgating rules, enforcing
compliance, and administering licensure requirements for real estate professionals. This
statutory empowerment grants FREC the ability to take disciplinary actions, approve
education programs, and oversee the licensing process.

The commission’s legal powers are designed not just to regulate professionals but also to
safeguard consumers engaged in real estate transactions. This dual role is foundational to
the commission’s mission and reflects a broader trend of state-level regulatory bodies
balancing industry growth with consumer protection.

Licensing and Education Oversight

One of the most critical responsibilities of the Florida Real Estate Commission is to regulate
the licensing of real estate practitioners. The commission establishes the criteria for
obtaining and renewing licenses, which includes setting educational standards,



administering examinations, and verifying applicants’ qualifications.
By law, the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to:
e Approve pre-licensing and continuing education courses to ensure that agents remain
knowledgeable about current laws and practices.

e Set examination standards and review testing processes to maintain a high level of
competency among licensees.

e |ssue, suspend, or revoke licenses based on compliance with legal and ethical
requirements.

This oversight ensures that real estate professionals operating in Florida are adequately
prepared to serve clients and adhere to industry norms.

Enforcement and Disciplinary Actions

The florida real estate commission is empowered by law to investigate complaints against
licensees and enforce disciplinary measures when violations occur. This enforcement
mechanism is vital to uphold professional conduct and deter malpractice.

The commission’s disciplinary powers include:
1. Conducting formal hearings to determine if a licensee has violated statutes or
commission rules.
2. Issuing fines, reprimands, or probationary terms as corrective actions.

3. Suspending or revoking licenses in cases of severe misconduct or repeated violations.

Through these actions, FREC maintains the integrity of the real estate profession and
protects consumers from unethical behavior.

Scope of Regulatory Influence in Florida’s Real
Estate Market

The florida real estate commission’s authority extends beyond licensing and discipline into
rulemaking and policy development. As market conditions evolve, the commission adapts
regulations to reflect contemporary challenges in real estate transactions, including digital
contract management, disclosure requirements, and advertising standards.



Rulemaking and Policy Development

By law, the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to propose and adopt rules
that interpret and implement statutory provisions. This includes clarifying ambiguous
statutes, setting procedural guidelines, and addressing emerging issues within the industry.
For instance, FREC has issued rules related to:
e Advertising practices to prevent misleading or deceptive marketing by real estate
professionals.

e Escrow account management to ensure proper handling of client funds.

e Conflict of interest disclosures to promote transparency in transactions.

These regulatory efforts help standardize business practices and mitigate risks associated
with real estate dealings.

Consumer Protection and Public Trust

Consumer protection remains a central objective of the florida real estate commission. By
enforcing compliance and promoting ethical conduct, the commission helps build public
confidence in Florida’s real estate market.
The commission’s mandate includes:
e Maintaining a recovery fund that compensates consumers harmed by licensee
misconduct.

e Providing public access to licensee information and disciplinary records.

e Facilitating dispute resolution processes to address consumer complaints efficiently.

These measures collectively enhance transparency and accountability, which are critical in
a high-value and complex industry such as real estate.

Comparative Insights: Florida Real Estate
Commission vs. Other States

When compared to real estate regulatory bodies in other states, the florida real estate



commission exhibits several distinctive features shaped by the state’s unique market
dynamics and legal environment.

Robust Disciplinary Powers

While most states empower their commissions to discipline licensees, Florida’s FREC is
particularly noted for its rigorous enforcement actions. The commission’s ability to impose
significant penalties and revoke licenses contributes to a higher standard of professional
accountability.

Emphasis on Continuing Education

Florida mandates that real estate professionals complete continuing education to maintain
their licenses, a common practice nationwide. However, FREC’s stringent approval process
for education providers and ongoing curriculum updates ensure that licensees remain well-
informed about both legal changes and evolving market practices.

Consumer-Centric Measures

The florida real estate commission is empowered by law to maintain a recovery fund, a
feature present in some but not all states. This fund acts as a financial safeguard for
consumers, underscoring Florida’s commitment to protecting homebuyers and sellers from
losses due to unethical conduct.

Challenges and Considerations in Regulatory
Enforcement

Despite its broad powers, the florida real estate commission faces challenges inherent in
balancing regulation with industry growth and innovation.

Keeping Pace with Market Innovations

The rise of digital platforms and new transaction models requires continual adaptation of
commission rules. The florida real estate commission is empowered by law to update
regulations, but the pace of technological change can outstrip traditional rulemaking
processes, creating temporary regulatory gaps.



Resource Constraints

Enforcing compliance and conducting thorough investigations demand significant
resources. Like many regulatory bodies, the commission must manage budgetary and
staffing limitations, which can impact the speed and scope of enforcement actions.

Balancing Industry Interests and Consumer Protection

The commission must navigate sometimes competing pressures from industry stakeholders
advocating for deregulation and consumer advocates seeking stronger protections. This
balancing act shapes the nature of the commission’s rulemaking and enforcement
priorities.

The florida real estate commission is empowered by law to act as a guardian of ethical
standards and a facilitator of a trusted marketplace. Its statutory authority encompasses
licensing, education, enforcement, and consumer protection—functions that collectively
uphold the professionalism and reliability of Florida’s real estate sector. As the market
evolves, the commission’s ongoing role in shaping policy and enforcing standards remains
a cornerstone of the state’s real estate regulatory landscape.

The Florida Real Estate Commission Is Empowered By Law To

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Real Estate Principles,
Practices, and Law David S Coleman, George Gaines, Linda L. Crawford, David S. Coleman,
2003-11-30 This Florida real estate principles text provides up-to-date, state-specific information.
Updated annually with the latest developments in Florida real estate law, this text should be a
prelicensing staple for real estate students that effectively combines legal and practical aspects of
Florida real estate laws and practices for prospectives salespersons.

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Real Estate Principles,
Practices & Law George Gaines, Coleman, Crawford, 2003-12

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Real Estate
Principles, Practices and Law Linda L. Crawford, 2006-11

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Real Estate
Commission Handbook Florida Real Estate Commission, 1993

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Real Estate Exam
Manual George Gaines, David S. Coleman, Linda L. Crawford, 2003-11-12 Updated annually, in
conjunction with Florida Real Estate Principles, Practices and Law, this exam manual provides
Florida real estate students with more than 600 questions for critical exam prep. Key concept
outlines, key terms, practice exams and rationales for all answers are included.

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Records and Briefs of the
United States Supreme Court , 1832

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Selected Water Resources
Abstracts, 1978

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Continuing Education
for Real Estate Brokers and Salespersons Michelle N Wootton, 2002-11



https://coloursskateboarding.com/archive-th-105/the-florida-real-estate-commission-is-empowered-by-law-to.pdf

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Real Estate Pre-License
Course for Sales Associates Cutting Edge Real Estate Academy, 2012-12-29 The course materials are
designed to encompass 63 hours of study including 20 primary subject areas combined with
end-of-chapter exams, practice exams and an official end-of course exam which is posted with the
Florida Real Estate Commission. Each chapter begins with clearly identifiable learning objectives
indicated in bullet format. Special attention should be governed towards accomplishing each
objective to assure successful completion of the course.

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Real Estate
Continuing Education: the FLA.CE Program Stephen Mettling, David Cusic, Cheryl Davis,
2021-03-25 Performance Programs Company’s newly minted Florida Real Estate Continuing
Education Course (the “FLA.CE” Program) is a 14-hour course specifically designed for Florida real
estate licensees and for their fulfillment of Florida’s real estate continuing education requirements.
As such, the course carefully complies with FREC requirements and specification for content
coverage, organization length, format, and final examinations. The thrust of the course’s content is
to - provide a comprehensive yet terse review of key concepts and principles undergirding Florida
brokerage and management practices - emphasize how to develop and maintain practical yet
widely-accepted standards of professional real estate practice as codified by the Realtors Code of
Ethics and FREC-promulgated regulations - highlight the more action-oriented aspects of brokerage
practice as opposed to legal concepts, including risk mitigation, the basics of managing transactions,
pricing property, completing contracts, financial analysis, closing, and, throughout, making
conscientious and transparent disclosures. In fulfilling these course content benchmarks, we have
tried to keep the topic summaries clear, simple and relevant. Ultimately, we hope they will serve the
ongoing purpose of keeping you abreast of the industry’s newest trends, developments, and new
evolutions. Important note: The FLA.CE Program needs to be purchased through an approved
Florida real estate school to receive credit. Buying and completing the FLA.CE book purchased here
on Amazon will NOT earn you credit. Our FLA.CE text resource is to be in used in conjunction with a
school's FLA.CE course.

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Real Estate
Principles, Practices and Law George Gaines, 1991-09

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Selected Water Resources
Abstracts , 1974

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Florida Real Estate Principles,
Practice and Law George Gaines, Linda L. Crawford, David Coleman, 1999-12 This annually updated
text has trained more real estate professionals in Florida than any other guide. It provides the most
current information on Florida real estate laws and practices for prospective salespersons. Features
expert coverage of agency law, Florida license law, and exam content. Key terms, core concepts and
math examples are highlighted. Anyone in the real estate business in Florida needs this reference, as
can anyone buying real estate in Florida.

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: 2020 Florida Real Estate
Exam Prep Questions & Answers Real Estate Exam Professionals Ltd., 2019-11-11 Pass the 2020
Florida Real Estate Sales Associate Exam effortlessly on your 1st try with exam questions, answers
and explanations. In this simple course not only will you learn to pass the state licensing exam, you
will also learn: - How to study for the FL exam quickly and effectively. - Secrets to Passing the Real
Estate Exam even if you do not know the answer to a question. - How to tackle hard real estate
MATH questions with ease and eliminate your fears. - Tips and Tricks from Real Estate
Professionals, professional exam writers and exam proctors. It will also answer questions like: - Do I
need other course materials from companies like Allied Real Estate School? How about Anthony Real
Estate School or Kaplan Real Estate School? Are they even good schools to attend? - What kinds of
questions are on the Florida Real Estate License Exam? - Should I use the FL Real Estate License
Exams for Dummies Book? This Real Estate Study Guide contains over 1200+ real estate exam
questions and answers with full explanations. It includes a real estate MATH ONLY portion, a real




estate vocabulary exam as well as the Florida state exam questions and answers. You will receive
questions and answers that are similar to those on the Florida Department of Real Estate Exam You
deserve the BEST real estate test prep program there is to prepare you to pass, and it gets no better
than this. The Florida Real Estate Sales Associate Exam is one of the hardest state exam to pass in
the United States. We have compiled this simple exam cram book that quickly and easily prepares
you to take your state licensing exam and pass it on the 1st try. Our Real Estate Exam Review is
designed to help you pass the real estate exam in the quickest, easiest and most efficient manner
possible. Throw away your real estate course test books and class notes, this is all you need to pass!

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Implementation of Title XI,
the Appraisal Reform Amendments of the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and
Enforcement Act of 1989 (FIRREA) United States. Congress. House. Committee on Government
Operations. Commerce, Consumer, and Monetary Affairs Subcommittee, 1990

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: From Swamp to Wetland
Chris Wilhelm, 2022-08-01 This book chronicles the creation of Everglades National Park, the
largest subtropical wilderness in the United States. This effort, which spanned 1928 to 1958, was of
central importance to the later emergence of modern environmentalism. Prior to the park’s creation,
the Everglades was seen as a reviled and useless swamp, unfit for typical recreational or
development projects. The region’s unusual makeup also made it an unlikely candidate to become a
national park, as it had none of the sweeping scenic vistas or geological monuments found in other
nationally protected areas. Park advocates drew on new ideas concerning the value of biota and
ecology, the importance of wilderness, and the need to protect habitats, marine ecosystems, and
plant life to redefine the Everglades. Using these ideas, the Everglades began to be recognized as an
ecologically valuable and fragile wetland—and thus a region in need of protective status. While these
new ideas foreshadowed the later emergence of modern environmentalism, tourism and the
economic desires of Florida’s business and political elites also impacted the park’s future. These
groups saw the Everglades’ unique biology and ecology as a foundation on which to build a tourism
empire. They connected the Everglades to Florida’s modernization and commercialization, hoping
the park would help facilitate the state’s transformation into the Sunshine State. Political
conservatives welcomed federal power into Florida so long as it brought economic growth. Yet, even
after the park’s creation, conservative landowners successfully fought to limit the park and saw it as
a threat to their own economic freedoms. Today, a series of levees on the park’s eastern border
marks the line between urban and protected areas, but development into these areas threatens the
park system. Rising sea levels caused by global warming are another threat to the future of the park.
The battle to save the swamp’s biodiversity continues, and Everglades Park stands at the center of
ongoing restoration efforts.

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Principles of Real Estate
Practice is Mississippi Stephen Mettling, David Cusic, Ryan Mettling, Jane Somers, 2023-12-07
Principles of Real Estate Practice in Mississippi contains the essentials of the national and
Mississippi real estate law, principles, and practices necessary for basic competence as a real estate
professional and as mandated by Mississippi license law. It is based on our highly successful and
popular national publication, Principles of Real Estate Practice, which is in use in real estate schools
nationwide. The text is tailored to the needs of the pre-license student. It is designed to make it easy
for students to learn the material and pass their real estate exam prepare students for numerous
career applications stress practical, rather than theoretical, skills and knowledge. Principles of Real
Estate Practice in Mississippi is streamlined, direct and to-the-point. It includes multiple learning
reinforcements. It has a student-oriented organization, both within each chapter and from chapter to
chapter. Its examples and exercises are grounded in the authors' many years in real estate
education. Table of Contents The Real Estate Business Rights in Real Estate Interests and Estates
Ownership Encumbrances and Liens Transferring and Recording Title to Real Estate Leasing
Essentials Land Use Planning and Control Legal Descriptions Fundamentals of Contract Law
National Agency Listing Agreements: An Overview General Brokerage Practices Overview of



Conveyance Contracts Real Estate Market Economics Appraising and Estimating Market Value Real
Estate Finance Real Estate Investment Real Estate Taxation Professional Practices Closings
Overview of Licensing and Regulation Risk Management Property Management The Mississippi Real
Estate Commission Mississippi License Requirements Mississippi Property Condition Disclosures
Mississippi Agency and Agency Disclosure Regulation of Mississippi Brokerage Practice Other
Mississippi Laws and Practices Glossary of Residential Style and Construction Terms Glossary of
General Real Estate Terms Index For students looking for a Mississippi-specific exam prep book, we
also publish Mississippi Real Estate License Exam Prep, 3rd Edition.

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: General Acts, Resolutions and
Memorials Adopted by the ... Legislature of Florida ... Florida, 1925

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: Rural Zoning in the United
States Erling D. Solberg, 1952

the florida real estate commission is empowered by law to: 2021 Florida Real Estate Exam
Prep Questions, Answers & Explanations Real Estate Exam Professionals Ltd., 2020-11-13 Pass the
2021 Florida Real Estate Sales Associate Exam effortlessly on your 1st try with exam questions,
answers and explanations. In this simple course not only will you learn to pass the state licensing
exam, you will also learn: - How to study for the FL exam quickly and effectively. - Secrets to Passing
the Real Estate Exam even if you do not know the answer to a question. - How to tackle hard real
estate MATH questions with ease and eliminate your fears. - Tips and Tricks from Real Estate
Professionals, professional exam writers and exam proctors. It will also answer questions like: - Do I
need other course materials from companies like Allied Real Estate School? How about Anthony Real
Estate School or Kaplan Real Estate School? Are they even good schools to attend? - What kinds of
questions are on the Florida Real Estate License Exam? - Should I use the FL Real Estate License
Exams for Dummies Book? This Real Estate Study Guide contains over 1200+ real estate exam
questions and answers with full explanations. It includes a real estate MATH ONLY portion, a real
estate vocabulary exam as well as the Florida state exam questions and answers. You will receive
questions and answers that are similar to those on the Florida Department of Real Estate Exam You
deserve the BEST real estate test prep program there is to prepare you to pass, and it gets no better
than this. The Florida Real Estate Sales Associate Exam is one of the hardest state exam to pass in
the United States. We have compiled this simple exam cram book that quickly and easily prepares
you to take your state licensing exam and pass it on the 1st try. Our Real Estate Exam Review is
designed to help you pass the real estate exam in the quickest, easiest and most efficient manner
possible. Throw away your real estate course test books and class notes, this is all you need to pass!
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