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**Frauds, Myths, and Mysteries: Science and Pseudoscience in Archaeology**

frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology form a fascinating yet often
controversial tapestry that colors our understanding of the past. Archaeology, at its best, is a meticulous
science dedicated to uncovering human history through tangible evidence. However, intertwined with
genuine discoveries are stories of deception, sensational myths, and the blurry lines between scientific rigor
and pseudoscientific claims. Exploring these aspects not only sheds light on the discipline’s challenges but
also highlights the importance of critical thinking in interpreting archaeological findings.

The Allure of Archaeological Mysteries

Archaeology captivates the imagination because it promises glimpses into lost civilizations, ancient
technologies, and the origins of humanity. This allure, however, often paves the way for myths and
sensational narratives that may overshadow authentic scientific research. From tales of Atlantis to claims of
ancient aliens, the field is rife with mysteries that both intrigue and mislead the public.

Why Do Myths Persist in Archaeology?

Myths surrounding archaeological sites and artifacts persist for several reasons:

- **Human fascination with the unknown:** People naturally crave stories that explain the mysterious or
extraordinary.
- **Media sensationalism:** Films, documentaries, and books often prioritize entertainment over accuracy.
- **Lack of public scientific literacy:** Without a solid understanding of archaeological methods, it's easier to
accept pseudoscientific claims.
- **Cultural pride and identity:** Some myths are embraced to bolster national or ethnic pride, even
without strong evidence.

Understanding these factors helps us appreciate why separating fact from fiction in archaeology is so
challenging.



Frauds in Archaeology: When Deception Clouds History

Throughout history, there have been notable cases where fraud has infiltrated archaeology. These instances
remind us that even the most respected fields are vulnerable to manipulation, often driven by fame, profit,
or ideological motives.

Famous Archaeological Hoaxes

- **The Piltdown Man:** Perhaps the most infamous archaeological fraud, this was a supposed "missing
link" fossil discovered in England in 1912. It took decades before scientists exposed the skull as a deliberate
forgery, combining human and orangutan bones.
- **The Cardiff Giant:** In the late 19th century, this “petrified giant” was unearthed in New York,
generating widespread excitement. It was later revealed to be a carved gypsum statue planted to fool the
public.
- **The Glozel Tablets:** Discovered in France during the 1920s, these inscribed tablets were initially
hailed as ancient artifacts but were later mired in controversy regarding their authenticity.

These examples serve as cautionary tales, illustrating how biases and eagerness for discovery can sometimes
override due diligence.

Recognizing Red Flags of Archaeological Fraud

For enthusiasts and scholars alike, it’s important to be aware of warning signs that might indicate a
fraudulent claim:

- Lack of peer-reviewed research or replication of findings.
- Absence of proper excavation records or context.
- Overly sensational claims unsupported by evidence.
- Discoveries that conveniently align with ideological or political agendas.

Being vigilant about these factors helps maintain the integrity of archaeological science.

The Role of Science in Authentic Archaeology

Authentic archaeology relies on rigorous scientific methods to reconstruct the past accurately. Techniques
such as carbon dating, stratigraphy, and DNA analysis have revolutionized our understanding and helped
debunk many myths.



Scientific Methods That Counter Pseudoscience

- **Radiocarbon Dating:** Measures the decay of carbon isotopes to determine the age of organic materials.
- **Stratigraphic Analysis:** Studies soil layers to understand chronological sequences.
- **Remote Sensing and GIS:** Allows archaeologists to locate sites without invasive digging.
- **DNA Analysis:** Reveals genetic relationships and migrations of ancient populations.

These tools enable archaeologists to build evidence-based narratives, highlighting the critical role of science
in separating fact from fiction.

Pseudoscience in Archaeology: Why It Persists and How to
Address It

Pseudoscience in archaeology often masquerades as legitimate research but lacks the methodological rigor
and peer review that define scientific inquiry. This includes unfounded theories about ancient aliens, lost
civilizations with supernatural powers, or mystical energies emanating from archaeological sites.

Common Pseudoscientific Claims in Archaeology

- **Ancient Astronaut Theory:** Suggests extraterrestrials influenced early human civilizations.
- **Mystical Energies:** Claims of supernatural power at sites like Stonehenge or the Pyramids.
- **Out-of-Place Artifacts:** Objects purportedly predating known human history without credible
explanation.

While these ideas can be intriguing, they often rely on cherry-picked evidence, misinterpretation, or
outright fabrication.

Combating Archaeological Pseudoscience

- **Promoting Scientific Literacy:** Educating the public about archaeological methods is crucial.
- **Encouraging Critical Thinking:** Questioning extraordinary claims and seeking evidence-based
explanations.
- **Engaging with Media Responsibly:** Scientists and journalists should strive for balanced reporting that
respects scientific consensus without dismissing curiosity.
- **Supporting Transparency:** Open access to excavation data and peer-reviewed publications fosters
accountability.



By fostering a culture of skepticism and inquiry, the archaeological community can better navigate the
murky waters of pseudoscience.

Intersecting Realities: When Science Meets Mystery

Not all mysteries in archaeology are the product of fraud or pseudoscience. Genuine enigmas remain—sites
or artifacts that challenge current understanding and inspire ongoing research. These mysteries invite both
scientific investigation and imaginative exploration.

Examples of Genuine Archaeological Mysteries

- **Göbekli Tepe:** Dated to around 9600 BCE, this site predates known civilizations and raises questions
about the origins of complex societies.
- **The Voynich Manuscript:** An undeciphered medieval manuscript filled with strange illustrations.
- **The Antikythera Mechanism:** An ancient Greek device often described as the first analog computer,
its full functionality is still being unraveled.

Such cases demonstrate how science continuously evolves, sometimes turning mysteries into knowledge
through persistent inquiry.

Balancing Open-Mindedness and Skepticism

Archaeology thrives at the intersection of curiosity and evidence. While it's important to remain open to
new discoveries and hypotheses, maintaining a skeptical eye ensures that conclusions are grounded in
verifiable data. This balance helps the field progress without falling prey to unfounded speculation.

---

The study of frauds, myths, and mysteries in archaeology reveals much about human nature, our quest for
knowledge, and the pitfalls along the way. As science advances, it sharpens our tools to distinguish
authentic insights from elaborate deceptions or fanciful tales. The ongoing dialogue between science and
pseudoscience keeps archaeology both challenging and endlessly fascinating, inviting each of us to become
thoughtful explorers of the past.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common frauds in the history of archaeology?
Common frauds in archaeology include fabricated artifacts like the Piltdown Man, the Cardiff Giant, and the
Vinland Map, where individuals created false evidence to support unproven theories or gain fame.

How can pseudoscience affect the interpretation of archaeological
findings?
Pseudoscience can lead to misinterpretation of archaeological data by promoting unverified or disproven
theories, often ignoring scientific methods and evidence, which can mislead the public and distort historical
understanding.

What is the difference between archaeology and pseudoarchaeology?
Archaeology relies on scientific methods, evidence, and peer review to study past human activity, while
pseudoarchaeology uses speculative, non-scientific approaches, often driven by sensationalism or ideology
rather than empirical evidence.

Why is the Piltdown Man considered one of the biggest frauds in
archaeology?
The Piltdown Man was a supposed early human fossil found in England in 1912, later revealed to be a
forgery combining human and ape bones. It misled scientists for decades and hindered the understanding of
human evolution.

How can scientists distinguish between genuine archaeological
discoveries and forgeries?
Scientists use various techniques such as radiocarbon dating, stratigraphy, microscopic analysis, and chemical
tests to verify the age, origin, and authenticity of artifacts, helping to detect forgeries and frauds.

What role do myths and legends play in archaeological interpretations?
Myths and legends can inspire archaeological investigations but must be critically evaluated. Sometimes
they contain kernels of historical truth, but relying solely on them without scientific evidence can lead to
misconceptions.



Can you provide an example of a mystery in archaeology that still puzzles
scientists?
The purpose and construction methods of the Egyptian pyramids remain a subject of mystery and debate.
While much is known, some details about their precise construction techniques and symbolism are still
being researched.

How does pseudoscience in archaeology impact public perception of
ancient cultures?
Pseudoscience often sensationalizes or distorts ancient cultures, leading to stereotypes, cultural
misunderstandings, and the spread of misinformation, which can overshadow genuine archaeological
knowledge and respect for these cultures.

Additional Resources
Frauds, Myths, and Mysteries: Science and Pseudoscience in Archaeology

frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology form a complex tapestry that
challenges both researchers and enthusiasts alike. Archaeology, as a discipline dedicated to uncovering the
truths of human history through material remains, often finds itself at the crossroads of rigorous scientific
inquiry and sensational claims rooted in pseudoscience. This tension manifests in the form of fraudulent
artifacts, persistent myths, and enigmatic discoveries that blur the line between evidence-based conclusions
and imaginative speculation.

Understanding the interplay between legitimate scientific methods and pseudoscientific narratives is
crucial in preserving the integrity of archaeological research. While science endeavors to reconstruct past
civilizations through systematic excavation, precise dating techniques, and contextual analysis,
pseudoscience often promotes unsubstantiated theories that captivate public imagination but undermine
scholarly consensus. This article explores the multifaceted world of archaeology, examining notorious
frauds, widespread myths, and the role of pseudoscience, thereby illuminating the challenges faced by the
discipline in separating fact from fiction.

The Landscape of Fraud in Archaeology

Fraudulent artifacts and fabricated discoveries have periodically emerged throughout archaeological history,
complicating efforts to build an accurate record of the past. These frauds range from outright forgeries
designed to deceive collectors or academics to hoaxes that exploit popular fascination with ancient
mysteries.



Notorious Archaeological Frauds

Several high-profile cases underscore the impact of fraud on archaeology’s credibility:

The Piltdown Man: Perhaps the most infamous fraud in paleoanthropology, the Piltdown Man was
presented in 1912 as the "missing link" between apes and humans. Decades later, it was revealed that
the skull fragments were a deliberate combination of human and orangutan bones, stained to appear
ancient.

The Cardiff Giant: Unearthed in 1869, this supposed petrified giant was later exposed as a carved
gypsum statue created as a practical joke, yet it attracted widespread attention and debate for years.

The Vinland Map: Claimed to be a 15th-century map showing Viking exploration of North America,
the Vinland Map’s authenticity has been hotly contested, with some analyses suggesting modern ink
and questionable provenance.

Such incidents highlight how fraudulent artifacts can mislead scholars, distort historical narratives, and fuel
pseudoscientific speculation.

Myths and Mysteries: The Allure of the Unknown

Archaeology is fertile ground for myths and mysteries that captivate public interest. Stories of lost
civilizations, ancient aliens, and unexplained technologies often overshadow methodical research, partly
because they satisfy human curiosity about the unknown and the extraordinary.

The Persistence of Ancient Mysteries

Archaeological sites like the Egyptian pyramids, Stonehenge, and the Nazca Lines frequently become focal
points for speculative theories:

Ancient Aliens: The hypothesis that extraterrestrial beings influenced early human civilizations is a
popular narrative in pseudoscience. While intriguing, it lacks credible evidence and often dismisses
the ingenuity of ancient cultures.

Lost Civilizations: The idea of advanced prehistoric societies, such as Atlantis, persists despite an



absence of archaeological proof. These myths often arise from misinterpretations or exaggerations of
archaeological data.

Unexplained Technologies: Claims of ancient advanced technology, like anti-gravity devices or
sophisticated machinery lost to time, evoke fascination but remain unsupported by material evidence.

The endurance of these myths benefits from media sensationalism and the human penchant for mystery,
which can sometimes overshadow scientific explanations.

Science vs. Pseudoscience in Archaeological Interpretation

Distinguishing scientific archaeology from pseudoscience is essential to maintain scholarly rigor and public
trust. Science relies on empirical evidence, repeatable methods, peer review, and contextual analysis.
Pseudoscientific claims often lack these foundations, relying instead on anecdotal evidence, selective data, or
conspiracy theories.

Key Features of Scientific Archaeology

- Methodological Excavation: Controlled digs with stratigraphic documentation ensure accurate contextual
understanding.
- Dating Techniques: Radiocarbon dating, dendrochronology, and thermoluminescence provide
chronometric frameworks.
- Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Integration with geology, biology, chemistry, and anthropology enhances
interpretation.
- Peer Review and Publication: Findings are subjected to critical scrutiny before acceptance.

Indicators of Pseudoscience in Archaeology

- Lack of Peer-Reviewed Evidence: Claims often appear in non-scientific outlets without validation.
- Overreliance on Anecdotes: Personal testimonies or unverified stories substitute for data.
- Selective Use of Data: Cherry-picking evidence to support preconceived ideas.
- Conspiracy Theories: Assertions that mainstream archaeology suppresses “truth” without credible proof.



Implications of Frauds and Pseudoscience on Public Perception

The intertwining of fraud, myths, and pseudoscience profoundly affects how the public perceives
archaeology. Sensational discoveries and mysterious narratives frequently receive disproportionate attention
compared to painstaking scientific research. This imbalance can lead to misunderstandings about the past
and skepticism towards legitimate archaeological findings.

Moreover, fraudulent artifacts or debunked theories sometimes become entrenched in popular culture,
complicating efforts by professionals to correct misinformation. The challenge lies in communicating
scientific results in engaging, accessible ways without compromising accuracy.

Strategies to Combat Misinformation

Public Education: Enhancing archaeological literacy through museums, documentaries, and
educational programs.

Transparent Research Practices: Open access to data and methodologies allows for independent
verification.

Collaboration with Media: Encouraging responsible reporting that prioritizes facts over sensationalism.

Community Involvement: Engaging local populations in archaeological projects to foster appreciation
and understanding.

Balancing Curiosity with Critical Inquiry

The fascination with frauds, myths, and mysteries in archaeology underscores a broader human desire to
connect with the past in meaningful ways. While pseudoscientific claims may provide entertaining
narratives, they also risk undermining the discipline’s credibility. Ultimately, science and archaeology
thrive when curiosity is coupled with critical inquiry, rigorous methods, and a commitment to truth.

By acknowledging the existence of fraud and pseudoscience while emphasizing evidence-based research,
the archaeological community can continue to unravel humanity’s complex history. This balance not only
protects the integrity of the field but also enriches public understanding, inviting everyone to explore the
wonders of the past through the lens of scientific discovery.



Frauds Myths And Mysteries Science And Pseudoscience In
Archaeology

  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Frauds, Myths,
and Mysteries Kenneth L. Feder, 1996
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Frauds, Myths,
and Mysteries: Science and Pseudoscience in Archaeology Kenneth Feder, 2007-11-28 Ancient
astronauts? Atlantis? Psychic archaeology? Pharaoh's curses? Committed to the scientific
investigation of human antiquity, this indispensable supplementary text uses interesting
archaeological hoaxes, myths, and mysteries to show how we can truly know things about the past
through science. Examples of fantastic findings support the carefully, logically, and entertainingly
described flaws in the purported evidence.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Archaeology
Kevin Greene, Tom Moore, 2010-06-17 Archaeology: An Introduction looks behind the popular
aspects of archaeology such as the discovery and excavation of sites, the study of human remains
and animal bones, radiocarbon dating, museums and 'heritage' displays, and reveals the methods
used by archaeologists. It also explains how the subject emerged from an amateur pursuit in the
eighteenth century into a serious discipline, and explores changing fashions in interpretation in
recent decades. This fifth edition has been updated by a new co-author, Tom Moore, and continues
to include key references and guidance to help new readers find their way through the ever
expanding range of archaeological publications. It conveys the excitement of new archaeological
discoveries that appear on television or in newspapers while helping readers to evaluate them by
explaining the methods and theories that lie behind them. Above all, while serving as a lucid
textbook, it remains a very accessible account that will interest a wide readership. In addition to
drawing upon examples and case studies from many regions of the world and periods of the past, it
incorporates the authors' own fieldwork, research and teaching and features a new four-colour text
design and colour illustrations plus an additional 50 topic boxes. The comprehensive glossary and
bibliography are complemented by a support website hosted by Routledge to assist further study and
wider learning. It includes chapter overviews, a testbank of questions, powerpoint discussion
questions, web-links to support material for every chapter plus an online glossary and image bank.
New to the fifth edition: inclusion of the latest survey techniques updated material on the
development in dating, DNA analysis, isotopes and population movement coverage of new themes
such as identity and personhood how different societies are defined from an anthropological point of
view and the implications of this for archaeological interpretation the impact of climate change and
sustainability on heritage management more on the history of archaeology Visit the companion
website at www.routledge.com/textbooks/greene for additional resources, including: chapter
overviews a testbank of questions PowerPoint discussion questions links to support material for
every chapter an online glossary and image bank
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Excavating the
Future Shawn Malley, 2018 A cultural study of an array of popular North American science fiction
film and television texts, Excavating the Future explores the popular archaeological imagination and
the political uses to which it is being employed by the U.S. state and its adversaries.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: American
Antiquities Terry A. Barnhart, 2015-11-01 Writing the history of American archaeology, especially
concerning eighteenth- and nineteenth-century arguments, is not always as straightforward as it
might seem. Archaeology’s trajectory from an avocation to a semi-profession to a specialized
profession, rather than being a linear progression, was an untidy organic process that emerged from
the intellectual tradition of antiquarianism. It then closely allied itself with the natural sciences
throughout the nineteenth century, especially with geology and the debate about the origins and
identity of the indigenous mound-building cultures of the eastern United States. In his reexamination
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of the eclectic interests and equally varied settings of nascent American archaeology, Terry A.
Barnhart exposes several fundamental, deeply embedded historiographical problems within the
secondary literature relating to the nineteenth-century debate about “Mound Builders” and
“American Indians.” Some issues are perceptual, others contextual, and still others are basic errors
of fact. Adding to the problem are semantic and contextual considerations arising from the
problematic use of the term “race” as a synonym for tribe, nation, and race proper—a concept and
construct that does not in all instances translate into current understanding and usage. American
Antiquities uses this early discourse on the mounds to reframe perennial anthropological problems
relating to human origins and antiquity in North America.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: The Battle over
America's Origin Story Brian Regal, 2022-05-06 This book examines the legends of who ‘really’
discovered America. It argues that histories of America's origins were always based less on
empirical evidence and more on social, political, and cultural wish fulfillment. Influenced by a
complex interplay of Nativist hatred of immigrants and Aboriginal people, as well as distrust of
academic scholarship, these legends ebbed and flowed with changing conditions in wider American
society. The book focuses on the actions of a collection of quirky, obsessed amateur investigators
who spent their lives trying to prove their various theories by promoting Welsh princes, Vikings,
Chinese admirals, Neo-lithic Europeans, African explorers, and others who they say arrived
centuries before Columbus. These myths acted as mitigating agencies for those who embraced them.
Along with recent scholarship, this book makes extensive use of archival materials—some of which
have never been employed before. It covers the period from the sixteenth century to the present. It
brings together separate historiographic ideas to create a unified history rather than focusing on
one particular legend as most books on the subject do. It shows how questions of who discovered
America helped create the field of historical scholarship in this country. This book does not attempt
to prove who discovered America, rather it tells the story of those who think they did.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Pre-Columbian
Trans-Oceanic Contact Jerald Fritzinger, 2016-03-14 Pre-Columbian Trans-Oceanic Contact
examines the discovery and settlement of The New World hundreds and even thousands of years
before Christopher Columbus was born.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Doing
Archaeology Thomas F King, 2016-06-16 What is archaeology, and why should we do it? Tom King,
arguably the best-known heritage management consultant in the United States, answers the basic
question of every introductory student from the unique perspective of one who actively uses
archaeology for cultural resource management. Designed as a supplement for introduction to
archaeology classes, this brief and breezy book runs the reader through the major principles of
archaeology, using examples from the author’s own field work and that of others. King shows how
contemporary archaeology, as part of the larger cultural resource management endeavor, acts to
help preserve and protect prehistoric and historic sites in the United States and elsewhere. Brief
biographies of other CRM archaeologists help students envision career paths they might emulate.
The bookends with an exploration of some of the thorny problems facing the contemporary
archaeologist to help foster class discussion. An ideal ice-breaker for introductory college classes in
archaeology, one that will get students engaged in the subject and thinking about its challenges.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Introducing
Archaeology Robert J. Muckle, 2014-01-01 The second edition highlights recent developments in
the field and includes a new chapter on archaeology beyond mainstream academia. It also integrates
more examples from popular culture, including mummies, tattoos, pirates, and global warming.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Anthropology
Raymond Scupin, Christopher R. DeCorse, 2019-12-20 Now with SAGE Publishing! Using
state-of-the-art research, Anthropology: A Global Perspective introduces students to the four core
subfields of anthropology and applied anthropology. Integrating material from each subfield, this
comprehensive text is founded on four essential themes: the diversity of human societies; the



similarities that tie all humans together; the interconnections between the sciences and humanities;
and a new theme addressing psychological essentialism. Authors Raymond Scupin and Christopher
R. DeCorse demonstrate how anthropologists use research techniques and methods to help solve
practical problems and show students how anthropology is relevant to improving human societies.
This supportive textbook is grounded in the belief that an enhanced global awareness is essential for
people preparing to take their place in the fast-paced, interconnected world of the twenty-first
century. The extensively revised Ninth Edition includes a new chapter on gender and sexuality,
features a dramatically new look with new photos and figures, and has been updated to reflect the
most recent findings in the field. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning
package.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Origin Jennifer
Raff, 2022-02-08 AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! From celebrated anthropologist
Jennifer Raff comes the untold story—and fascinating mystery—of how humans migrated to the
Americas. ORIGIN is the story of who the first peoples in the Americas were, how and why they
made the crossing, how they dispersed south, and how they lived based on a new and powerful kind
of evidence: their complete genomes. ORIGIN provides an overview of these new histories
throughout North and South America, and a glimpse into how the tools of genetics reveal details
about human history and evolution. 20,000 years ago, people crossed a great land bridge from
Siberia into Western Alaska and then dispersed southward into what is now called the Americas.
Until we venture out to other worlds, this remains the last time our species has populated an entirely
new place, and this event has been a subject of deep fascination and controversy. No written
records—and scant archaeological evidence—exist to tell us what happened or how it took place.
Many different models have been proposed to explain how the Americas were peopled and what
happened in the thousands of years that followed. A study of both past and present, ORIGIN explores
how genetics is currently being used to construct narratives that profoundly impact Indigenous
peoples of the Americas. It serves as a primer for anyone interested in how genetics has become
entangled with identity in the way that society addresses the question Who is indigenous?
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Archaeology
Matters Jeremy A Sabloff, 2016-06-16 Archaeology is perceived to study the people of long ago and
far away. How could archaeology matter in the modern world? Well-known archaeologist Jeremy
Sabloff points to ways in which archaeology might be important to the understanding and
amelioration of contemporary problems. Though archaeologists have commonly been associated
with efforts to uncover cultural identity, to restore the past of underrepresented peoples, and to
preserve historical sites, their knowledge and skills can be used in many other ways. Archaeologists
help Peruvian farmers increase crop yields, aid city planners in reducing landfills, and guide local
communities in tourism development and water management. This brief volume, aimed at students
and other prospective archaeologists, challenges the field to go beyond merely understanding the
past and actively engage in making a difference in the today’s world.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Developing
Effective Communication Skills in Archaeology Proietti, Enrico, 2019-11-22 Communicating
archaeological heritage at the institutional level reflects on the current status of archeology, and a
lack of communication between archaeologists and the general public only serves to widen the gap
of understanding. As holders of this specific scientific expertise, effective openness and
communication is essential to understanding how a durable future can be built through
comprehension of the past and the importance of heritage sites and collections. Developing Effective
Communication Skills in Archaeology is an essential research publication that examines archeology
as a method for present researchers to interact and communicate with the past, and as a methods
for identifying the overall trends in the needs of humanity as a whole. Presenting a vast range of
topics such as digital transformation, artificial intelligence, and heritage awareness, this book is
essential for archaeologists, journalists, heritage managers, sociologists, educators, anthropologists,
museum curators, historians, communication specialists, industry professionals, researchers,



academicians, and students.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Archaeological
Thinking Charles E. Orser Jr., 2023-07-18 How do archaeologists think? How do archaeologists take
the scattered and fragmentary remains collected from past settlements and create meaningful,
reasonable interpretations of past human history? In the second edition of Archaeological Thinking,
Charles E. Orser, Jr. provides answers to these questions and more by explaining in non-technical
language the most basic elements of critical thinking in archaeology. This book explores and
explains such topics as: the use of logic in framing argumentsthe curious issue of fact selectionthe
use of analogiesthe role of archaeology in contemporary society and among present-day
communitiesapproaches to understanding the pastand the dangers of deceitful archaeological
thinking. Examples taken from the world of ancient aliens, mythical sunken cities, and mysterious
creatures help readers learn how to separate reality from fiction regardless of their desire to
become a professional archaeologist.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Archaeological
Oddities Kenneth L. Feder, 2019-03-06 Does evidence show that Native Americas residing in Utah a
thousand years ago lived among dinosaurs, depicting those creatures in their rock art? Did some of
those same ancient Americans also encounter visitors from other planets, painting images of
space-suited aliens on canyon walls? Have archaeologists discovered evidence that members of the
Lost Tribes of Israel visited ancient America, leaving their mark by engraving the Ten
Commandments in Hebrew on rocks in New Mexico? And Ohio? Is there archaeological evidence of
ancient Celtic visitors to the New World in the form of messages etched in stone, megalithic
monuments, and even the remnants of the villages in which they lived? Are American archaeologists
covering up the remains of lost cities deeply ensconced in a secret cave in Arizona and in a
subterranean chamber in Missouri? Finally, have archaeologists discovered the far western outpost
of an ancient Egyptian pharaoh, not in Egypt or even Africa, but in, of all places, California? Those
questions and more are answered by archaeologist Ken Feder in Archaeological Oddities: A Field
Guide to Forty Claims of Lost Civilizations, Ancient Visitors, and Other Strange Sites in North
Americathat the above listed questions and others addressed in his book represent the equivalent of
“fake news” about America’s ancient past. The forty sites he highlights are, in fact, fascinating and
fun places to visit. Feder’s guide provides an entertaining summary of those forty sites along with
the practical information you’ll need to visit them. This full-color book includes over 100 fascinating
photographs.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Encyclopedia of
Dubious Archaeology Kenneth L. Feder, 2010-10-11 This book provides a fascinating, encyclopedic
antidote for the mysticism and pseudoscience surrounding well-known or highly publicized
archaeological and anthropological discoveries. Archaeology attempts to answer the question where
do we come from? in the broadest sense possible; as a result, it is a highly interesting topic for all
mankind. When did human beings first walk the earth? How did civilization develop? What
compelled our human ancestors to build things like the pyramids, the Great Sphinx, or Monk's
Mound? This book presents the widely unknown scientific facts behind the most popular and
enthralling mysteries of our world from an expert archaeological perspective—and lays out the
information and research in a manner that is approachable, engaging, and entertaining for any
reader. Encyclopedia of Dubious Archaeology: From Atlantis to the Walam Olum contains detailed
and highly descriptive definitions for—and explanations of—terms related to extraordinary claims
about human antiquity and its study. Some of the terms in this extensive list of topics relate to
archaeological hoaxes. Many of the entries relate to dubious interpretations of the human past; some
of the terms relate to far-fetched arguments that actually have produced evidence in support of their
veracity.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: The Oxford
Handbook of Human Symbolic Evolution Nathalie Gontier, Andy Lock, Chris Sinha, 2024 The
Oxford Handbook of Human Symbolic Evolution explores the origins of our characteristically human



abilities - our ability to speak, create images, play music, and read and write. The book investigates
how symbolization evolved in human evolution and how symbolism is expressed across the various
areas of human life.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Archaeology from
Space Sarah Parcak, 2019-07-09 “A crash course in the amazing new science of space archaeology
that only Sarah Parcak can give. This book will awaken the explorer in all of us.” —Chris Anderson,
Head of TED Winner of Archaeological Institute of America’s Felicia A. Holton Book Award • Winner
of the Phi Beta Kappa Prize for Science • An Amazon Best Science Book of 2019 • A Science Friday
Best Science Book of 2019 • A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of 2019 • A Science News Best
Book of 2019 • Nature’s Top Ten Books of 2019 National Geographic Explorer and TED Prize-winner
Dr. Sarah Parcak gives readers a personal tour of the evolution, major discoveries, and future
potential of the young field of satellite archaeology. From surprise advancements after the
declassification of spy photography, to a new map of the mythical Egyptian city of Tanis, she shares
her field’s biggest discoveries, revealing why space archaeology is not only exciting, but urgently
essential to the preservation of the world’s ancient treasures. Parcak has worked in twelve countries
and four continents, using multispectral and high-resolution satellite imagery to identify thousands
of previously unknown settlements, roads, fortresses, palaces, tombs, and even potential pyramids.
From there, her stories take us back in time and across borders, into the day-to-day lives of ancient
humans whose traits and genes we share. And she shows us that if we heed the lessons of the past,
we can shape a vibrant future. Includes Illustrations “A renowned space archaeologist gives readers
an insider’s look at her field, which is basically Indiana Jones meets cutting-edge satellite
technology.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “This is a fascinating glimpse into a young field just
as its technological possibilities are exploding.” —Nature
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: Archaeology of
Native North America Dean R. Snow, 2015-09-04 This comprehensive text is intended for the
junior-senior level course in North American Archaeology. Written by accomplished scholar Dean
Snow, this new text approaches native North America from the perspective of evolutionary ecology.
Succinct, streamlined chapters present an extensive groundwork for supplementary material, or
serve as a core text.The narrative covers all of Mesoamerica, and explicates the links between the
part of North America covered by the United States and Canada and the portions covered by Mexico,
Guatemala, Belize, and the Greater Antilles. Additionally, book is extensively illustrated with the
author's own research and findings.
  frauds myths and mysteries science and pseudoscience in archaeology: A Colossal Hoax
Scott Tribble, 2008-12-16 In October 1869, as America stood on the brink of becoming a thoroughly
modern nation, workers unearthed what appeared to be a petrified ten-foot giant on a remote farm
in upstate New York. The discovery caused a sensation. Over the next several months, newspapers
devoted daily headlines to the story and tens of thousands of Americans—including Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and the great showman P. T. Barnum—flocked to see the giant on
exhibition. In the colossus, many saw evidence that their continent, and the tiny hamlet of Cardiff,
had ties to Biblical history. American science also weighed in on the discovery, and in doing so
revealed its own growing pains, including the shortcomings of traditional education, the weaknesses
of archaeological methodology, as well as the vexing presence of amateurs and charlatans within its
ranks. A national debate ensued over the giant's origins, and was played out in the daily press.
Ultimately, the discovery proved to be an elaborate hoax. Still, the story of the Cardiff Giant reveals
many things about America in the post-Civil War years. After four years of destruction on an
unimagined scale, Americans had increasingly turned their attention to the renewal of progress. But
the story of the Cardiff Giant seemed to shed light on a complicated, mysterious past, and for a time
scientists, clergymen, newspaper editors, and ordinary Americans struggled to make sense of it.
Hucksters, of course, did their best to take advantage of it. The Cardiff Giant was one of the leading
questions of the day, and how citizens answered it said much about Americans in 1869 as well as
about America more generally.
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