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the big con story of confidence man david w maurer is a fascinating dive into the
shadowy world of grifters, swindlers, and the intricate psychology behind their schemes.
David W. Maurer, a linguist and scholar, brought an unprecedented depth of understanding
to the world of confidence tricks with his groundbreaking research and vivid storytelling. His
work unveils not only the mechanics of the big con but also the human elements that make
these elaborate deceptions possible.

Exploring the Big Con through David W. Maurer's Lens

David W. Maurer is best known for his seminal book, “The Big Con,” published in 1940. In it,
Maurer documents the lives and language of confidence men, or “cons,” offering readers an
insider’s view of the elaborate scams that have fooled countless victims over the years.
Unlike sensationalized crime stories, Maurer’s approach is scholarly yet accessible, blending
linguistic analysis with vivid anecdotes from real-life con artists.

Maurer’s research was based on immersive fieldwork—he spent years interviewing con
men, eavesdropping on their jargon, and dissecting the social dynamics that make
confidence games possible. This ethnographic method was revolutionary at the time and
remains a model for understanding subcultures and underground economies today.

What Exactly Is the Big Con?

The term “big con” refers to a large-scale confidence trick that often involves multiple
players and a sophisticated setup designed to deceive the victim (called the “mark”) into
parting with a significant amount of money or valuables. Unlike simpler scams, the big con
relies heavily on trust manipulation, psychological control, and a carefully orchestrated
series of events.

Maurer’s book breaks down the typical elements of the big con:

- The Setup: Creating an environment and context that seem legitimate.
- The Hook: Drawing the mark in with promises or opportunities.
- The Play: Executing the scam through deception and misdirection.
- The Getaway: Securing the loot and disappearing before suspicion arises.

By examining these stages, Maurer reveals how con artists exploit human
vulnerability—particularly greed, trust, and the desire for quick gain.

The Language of the Confidence Men: A Secret Code

One of the most intriguing aspects of Maurer’s work is his detailed study of the “con game”
language, also known as “con-lingo” or “argot.” This specialized vocabulary functions as
both a practical tool and a cultural marker within the con community. Terms like “steer”
(the mark), “spiel” (the pitch), and “buzzard” (a newbie con artist) populate the lexicon,



each carrying layers of meaning.

Understanding this language is crucial to appreciating how cons operate. Maurer’s linguistic
analysis shows that the argot serves multiple purposes:

- Secrecy: It keeps outsiders confused and prevents easy detection.
- Solidarity: It creates a sense of belonging among con artists.
- Strategy: It enables quick communication and coordination during the con.

By decoding this vocabulary, Maurer gives readers a window into the cons’ world, making
the mechanics of deception more transparent and less mystifying.

Lessons from the Confidence Man: Psychology and Social Dynamics

Maurer’s exploration goes beyond the surface tricks to examine why people fall for cons in
the first place. The big con story of confidence man David W. Maurer sheds light on the
complex interplay of trust, authority, and social engineering involved in these schemes.

Some key psychological insights include:

- The Power of Authority: Con artists often pose as figures of authority or insiders,
leveraging the mark’s respect or fear to gain compliance.
- Social Proof: Creating a sense that others have already bought into the scheme
encourages the mark to join in.
- Reciprocity: Offering small favors or apparent benefits early on increases the likelihood
the mark will reciprocate with money or information.
- The Illusion of Control: Marks often believe they are in control of the situation, even as
they are being manipulated.

These principles are not only relevant to cons but also apply broadly in marketing,
negotiation, and everyday social interactions.

The Big Con in Popular Culture and Its Enduring Appeal

Maurer’s work has influenced countless writers, filmmakers, and historians fascinated by
the con artist archetype. The big con story has inspired movies like “The Sting,” which
dramatizes the cleverness and audacity of confidence men, and books that explore similar
scams throughout history.

Part of the enduring appeal lies in the cat-and-mouse nature of cons—the thrill of
deception, the ingenuity required, and the social commentary embedded in these stories.
Maurer’s detailed accounts remind us that confidence games are not just about crime but
about human nature and the fragility of trust.

How to Protect Yourself from the Big Con

Understanding the tactics behind the big con can help individuals avoid becoming victims
of similar scams. Drawing from Maurer’s insights, here are some practical tips:

1. Be Skeptical of Too-Good-To-Be-True Offers
Con artists often lure marks with promises of quick wealth or exclusive opportunities.



Question any offer that seems unrealistically beneficial without clear evidence.

2. Verify Identities and Claims
Always check credentials or references thoroughly before engaging in significant financial
transactions or partnerships.

3. Watch for Pressure Tactics
Scammers use urgency and social pressure to rush decisions. Take your time and don’t let
anyone force you into quick commitments.

4. Educate Yourself on Common Scam Techniques
Familiarity with common cons, such as the “long con” or “short con,” can help you
recognize warning signs early.

5. Trust Your Instincts
If something feels off, it probably is. Don’t ignore gut feelings that warn you about potential
deception.

David W. Maurer’s Legacy in Understanding Confidence Games

The big con story of confidence man David W. Maurer has left an indelible mark on how we
view deception and criminal psychology. His meticulous research and vivid storytelling
provide a rare glimpse into a hidden world that thrives on human trust and gullibility.
Beyond mere curiosity, Maurer’s work encourages us to think critically about the social
bonds we rely on and the ways they can be exploited.

For anyone interested in criminology, linguistics, psychology, or even just a captivating true
story, Maurer’s “The Big Con” remains a must-read. It’s a compelling reminder that the art
of the con is as much about understanding people as it is about clever tricks—and that
sometimes, the biggest con is the one we fall for ourselves.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is David W. Maurer, the author of 'The Big Con'?
David W. Maurer was a linguist and professor known for his research on American
underworld slang and confidence games. He authored 'The Big Con,' a detailed study of
confidence men and their schemes.

What is the main focus of 'The Big Con' by David W.
Maurer?
'The Big Con' explores the world of con artists, detailing various confidence tricks, their
terminology, and the psychology behind how con men manipulate their victims.



Why is 'The Big Con' considered an important work in
criminology and sociology?
'The Big Con' is valued for its in-depth, first-hand research into the language and methods
of con artists, providing insight into criminal subcultures and the social dynamics of
deception.

How did David W. Maurer conduct his research for 'The
Big Con'?
Maurer immersed himself among con men and hustlers, conducting interviews and
gathering slang and stories, which gave the book an authentic and detailed perspective on
confidence schemes.

What impact has 'The Big Con' had on popular culture
and literature?
'The Big Con' has influenced numerous films, books, and studies on cons and scams,
serving as a foundational text for understanding confidence games and inspiring works like
the movie 'The Sting.'

Additional Resources
The Big Con Story of Confidence Man David W. Maurer: An Investigative Review

the big con story of confidence man david w maurer unfolds as a seminal exploration
into the intricate world of deception, trust, and human psychology. David W. Maurer, a
distinguished linguist and researcher, devoted years to documenting the clandestine
lexicon and operational methods of con artists, culminating in his groundbreaking work,
*The Big Con*. This narrative not only demystifies the art of confidence games but also
provides profound insights into criminal subcultures and the social dynamics underpinning
elaborate fraud schemes.

David W. Maurer and the Genesis of The Big Con

Maurer's journey into the realm of confidence men was fueled by his academic background
in linguistics and an insatiable curiosity about the vernacular and behaviors of marginalized
groups. By immersing himself in the underworld of grifters, hustlers, and swindlers during
the early 20th century, Maurer captured an authentic snapshot of the confidence game’s
mechanics. His research transcended mere storytelling; it was an ethnographic and
linguistic study that exposed the jargon—often referred to as "con-speak"—and the
psychological manipulation tactics employed by these criminals.

This focus on language and social interaction distinguishes Maurer's work from other
criminological accounts. His meticulous documentation of the con men’s argot not only



helped law enforcement better understand these criminals but also shed light on the
broader cultural and economic factors that allowed cons to flourish. The big con story of
confidence man David W. Maurer thus represents a pioneering intersection of
sociolinguistics and criminology.

Decoding the Big Con: Anatomy of a Confidence
Game

At the heart of Maurer’s narrative is the detailed dissection of the “big con,” a sophisticated
confidence scheme involving multiple accomplices, elaborate setups, and psychological
manipulation designed to defraud wealthy marks. Unlike petty swindles or quick scams, the
big con required extensive planning, role-playing, and flawless execution.

The Players and Their Roles

Maurer’s research highlights a cast of specialized roles within a con operation:

Rope: The mark or victim who is to be deceived.

Grifter: The lead con artist who directly interacts with the rope.

Shills: Accomplices who create the illusion of legitimacy and social proof.

Lookouts: Individuals who monitor the surroundings to avoid police interference or
unexpected interruptions.

Each participant’s actions are choreographed to maintain the illusion of authenticity,
building trust with the mark while simultaneously orchestrating distractions and diversions.

Stages of the Big Con

Maurer identifies several phases in the execution of a big con:

The Setup: Establishing the scene and identifying the target.1.

The Rope In: Building rapport and convincing the mark of the con’s legitimacy.2.

The Play: Engaging the mark in the con’s central operation, often involving fake3.
investments or gambling.

The Blowoff: The climax where the mark is persuaded to part with their money.4.



The Split: The con artists’ escape before the mark realizes the deception.5.

This systematic approach underscores the psychological sophistication inherent in the big
con, relying on persuasion, timing, and deception rather than brute force.

Language and Culture: The Con Men’s Secret
Code

One of the most compelling aspects of Maurer’s *The Big Con* is his examination of the
specialized slang used by confidence men. This “con language” served multiple purposes: it
was a tool for secret communication, a way to bond members of the criminal community,
and a method to confuse or intimidate outsiders.

Terms such as “steer” (the mark), “hook” (a ploy), and “big store” (the central con
operation) populated an intricate vocabulary that outsiders found impenetrable. Maurer’s
linguistic analysis reveals how language functions as both a shield and a weapon in the con
artist’s arsenal.

Beyond vocabulary, Maurer illuminated how con men adapted their speech patterns,
accents, and styles to suit different marks and scenarios, emphasizing the performative
nature of confidence artistry. This adaptability made cons more effective, as grifters could
tailor their approach to exploit specific social and psychological vulnerabilities.

Comparative Insights: The Big Con Versus Other
Fraudulent Schemes

When juxtaposed with other forms of fraud, the big con stands out for its complexity and
reliance on social engineering. Unlike straightforward scams or theft, the big con often
involved weeks or months of preparation and a network of accomplices working in concert.

Maurer’s work indirectly invites comparisons with modern-day cons, such as online scams
and phishing attacks. While technology has transformed the tools and arenas of deception,
the core principles—trust manipulation, role-playing, and linguistic subterfuge—remain
remarkably consistent. This continuity underscores the enduring relevance of Maurer’s
findings for contemporary fraud prevention and law enforcement.

Impact and Legacy of The Big Con Story of
Confidence Man David W. Maurer

The publication of *The Big Con* in 1940 marked a watershed moment in the study of
criminal subcultures. Maurer’s methodical approach set a precedent for combining linguistic



analysis with criminology, influencing scholars, law enforcement, and writers alike.

In popular culture, Maurer’s work inspired films such as *The Sting* (1973), which
dramatized the intricate workings of a big con, bringing the nuances of confidence schemes
to a wider audience. Additionally, his research has been cited in academic studies on
deception, social psychology, and the sociology of crime.

From a law enforcement perspective, understanding the big con story of confidence man
David W. Maurer has enhanced investigative techniques by emphasizing the importance of
subcultural knowledge and the role of language in criminal operations. It serves as a
reminder that effective policing often requires cultural literacy as much as procedural rigor.

Pros and Cons of Maurer’s Approach

Pros:

Provides an insider’s view of confidence schemes through firsthand observation.

Combines linguistic and sociological perspectives for a multidimensional
analysis.

Offers practical insights that have informed law enforcement and popular media.

Cons:

Some critics argue that Maurer’s close relationship with con men may have
introduced bias.

The work primarily focuses on early 20th-century cons, limiting direct
applicability to modern digital fraud.

Due to its descriptive nature, it may lack prescriptive solutions for combating
confidence crimes.

Despite these limitations, the enduring value of Maurer’s research lies in its depth and
authenticity.

Relevance of the Big Con Story in Today’s World

In an era dominated by cybercrime and sophisticated scams, revisiting the big con story of



confidence man David W. Maurer offers timeless lessons. The psychological manipulation
and social engineering tactics he documented persist in various forms—from phishing
emails to elaborate Ponzi schemes.

Modern fraudsters continue to exploit trust, often employing digital platforms to simulate
legitimacy and credibility. Understanding the mechanics of the big con helps in recognizing
patterns of deception and highlights the importance of vigilance and education in fraud
prevention.

Moreover, Maurer’s emphasis on language and culture as tools of the con resonates with
contemporary strategies for combating misinformation and online manipulation. His work
encourages investigators and the public to look beyond surface appearances and analyze
the underlying narratives and communications.

The big con story of confidence man David W. Maurer remains a cornerstone in the study of
deception, offering a compelling blend of linguistic insight and criminal psychology. As
fraud evolves, the foundational principles Maurer uncovered continue to illuminate the
shadowy world of confidence games, reminding us that the art of the con is as old as
human nature itself.

The Big Con Story Of Confidence Man David W Maurer

  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: The Big Con David W. Maurer, 2010
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: The Big Con David Maurer,
2011-08-31 'Of all the gifters, the confidence man is the aristocrat, ' wrote David Maurer, a
proposition he definitively proved in The Big Con. A professor of linguistics who specialised in
underworld argot, Maurer won the trust of hundreds of swindlers. They let him in on not simply their
language, but their folkwrys and the astonishingly complex and elaborate schemes whereby
unsuspecting marks, hooked by their own greed and dishonesty were 'taken off' - i. e. , cheated - of
thousands upon thousands of dollars. The products of amazing ingenuity, crack timing and attention
to every last detail, these 'big cons', as thoroughly scripted and rehearsed as any Hollywood
production, richly deserve Maurer's description as 'the most effective swindling device which man
has ever invented. ' The Big Con is a treasure trove of American lingo (the write, the rag, the pay-off,
ropers, shills, the cold poke and the convincer) and indeliable characters (Yellow Kid Weil, Barney
the Patch, the Seldom-Seen Kid, Limehouse Chappie and Larry the Lug). First published in 1940,
The Big Con makes compelling reading whilst being the most authentic and utterly authoritative
study on the con artist and his game.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: Die Kriminalität in den USA und
ihre Behandlung Walter C. Reckless, 2019-02-01 To celebrate the 270th anniversary of the De
Gruyter publishing house, the company is providing permanent open access to 270 selected
treasures from the De Gruyter Book Archive. Titles will be made available to anyone, anywhere at
any time that might be interested. The DGBA project seeks to digitize the entire backlist of titles
published since 1749 to ensure that future generations have digital access to the high-quality
primary sources that De Gruyter has published over the centuries.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: The Big Con Nate Hendley,
2016-09-06 This book examines a broad range of infamous scams, cons, swindles, and hoaxes
throughout American history—and considers why human gullibility continues in an age of easy
access to information. Covering American cons and hoaxes past and present, including the Great
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Moon Hoax of 1835, the controversy over subliminal messaging (do bands, filmmakers, and
advertisers really put secret messages in their works?), the panic about satanic daycare operators in
the 1980s, and recent Internet scams, this book provides a fascinating, fact-based look at infamous
frauds across the centuries. Offering an engaging mix of history, sociology, and psychology, author
Nate Hendley gives readers an appreciation of how prominent scams, cons, confidence men, and
hoaxes have impacted American society, past and present. Each entry details the scheme or hoax
and the pertinent con artist/schemer involved, examining the sociological, cultural, political, and/or
economic effect of the scams. Each topic is accompanied by a short bibliography of further reading
selections. As the old saying goes, There is a sucker born every minute—and there has always been a
keen-eyed swindler to take advantage of the situation. The Big Con: Great Hoaxes, Frauds, Grifts,
and Swindles in American History explores this sordid underbelly of American civilization and invites
readers to revel in the felonious experience.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: The Confidence Men Margalit Fox,
2021-06-03 Imprisoned in a remote Turkish POW camp during the First World War, two British
officers, Harry Jones and Cedric Hill, cunningly join forces. To stave off boredom, Jones makes a
handmade Ouija board and holds fake séances for fellow prisoners. One day, an Ottoman official
approaches him with a query: could Jones contact the spirits to find a vast treasure rumoured to be
buried nearby? Jones, a lawyer, and Hill, a magician, use the Ouija board - and their keen
understanding of the psychology of deception-to build a trap for their captors that will lead them to
freedom. The Confidence Men is a nonfiction thriller featuring strategy, mortal danger and even
high farce - and chronicles a profound but unlikely friendship.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: Fiktionen von Wirklichkeit Wolfgang
Funk, Lucia Krämer, 2014-03-15 Unter welchen Bedingungen kann Authentizität entstehen? Wie
wird sie wahrgenommen und warum misst man ihr gegenwärtig so viel Bedeutung bei? Dieser Band
fasst mit kritischem Blick die theoretischen Möglichkeiten und Begrenzungen ins Auge, die dem
Authentizitäts-Konzept innewohnen. Die Beiträge aus unterschiedlichen geisteswissenschaftlichen
Disziplinen bestimmen »Authentizität« als ästhetische wie lebenswirkliche Kategorie, die ihre
Relevanz gerade aus einer paradoxen Wechselbeziehung zwischen Essenz und Konstruktion,
zwischen Wahrhaftigkeit und Performanz bezieht. Somit liefert die theoretische Betrachtung der
Authentizität ein sinnfälliges Beschreibungsmuster für die Epistemologie der Postmoderne – und
stellt diese zugleich in Frage.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: The Big Con David W. Maurer, 2000
'Of all the gifters, the confidence man is the aristocrat, ' wrote David Maurer, a proposition he
definitively proved in The Big Con. A professor of linguistics who specialised in underworld argot,
Maurer won the trust of hundreds of swindlers. They let him in on not simply their language, but
their folkwrys and the astonishingly complex and elaborate schemes whereby unsuspecting marks,
hooked by their own greed and dishonesty were 'taken off' - i. e. , cheated - of thousands upon
thousands of dollars. The products of amazing ingenuity, crack timing and attention to every last
detail, these 'big cons', as thoroughly scripted and rehearsed as any Hollywood production, richly
deserve Maurer's description as 'the most effective swindling device which man has ever invented. '
The Big Con is a treasure trove of American lingo (the write, the rag, the pay-off, ropers, shills, the
cold poke and the convincer) and indeliable characters (Yellow Kid Weil, Barney the Patch, the
Seldom-Seen Kid, Limehouse Chappie and Larry the Lug). First published in 1940, The Big Con
makes compelling reading whilst being the most authentic and utterly authoritative study on the con
artist and his game.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: The Improbable Tale Zahid Ameer,
2024-03-03 Unbelievable heist! Con man attempts the impossible: selling the Eiffel Tower... twice.
[Eiffel Tower and the Con Man Who Sold it Twice] unravels a hilarious true story.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: The Tower and the Abyss Erich
Kahler, 2017-09-29 This book shows the various evolutionary forces which have converged from
different directions to effect human disintegration. It discusses the evidences of disintegration in all



fields of contemporary experience, from social, political and economic processes to those in learning,
art and poetry.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: On the Make David Grazian, 2010-10
It's nighttime in the city and everybody's working a hustle. Winking bartenders and smiling
waitresses flirt their way to bigger tips. Hostesses and bouncers hit up the crowd of would-be
customers for bribes. And on the other side of the velvet rope, single men and women are on a
perpetual hunt to score - or at least pick up a phone number. Ever...
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: Bernard Madoff and His
Accomplices Lionel S. Lewis, 2016-03-21 This is the first detailed study of how Bernard L. Madoff
and his accomplices perpetrated a Ponzi scheme of epic proportions—what has been referred to as
the con of the century. In December 2008, Bernard L. Madoff was arrested for perpetrating a
protracted Ponzi scheme of inconceivably huge proportions that defrauded clients of his securities
company of nearly $20 billion—and was consequently sentenced to 150 years in jail. How did Madoff
pull this off for years, even returning some or all of clients' money when they asked, while in
actuality was financing the lavish lifestyles of himself, his family, and his accomplices with the stolen
funds? And why didn't anyone in the highly regulated investment industry catch on sooner? Bernard
Madoff and His Accomplices: Anatomy of a Con examines Bernard L. Madoff's unprecedented
confidence game (con game), drawing back the curtain on what actually went on at his investment
firm, Bernard L. Madoff Investment Securities, and exposing the day-to-day activities of his
accomplices that enabled the elaborate con to succeed for as long as it did. Through the examination
of court testimony and other court documents, the mechanics of the con game become clear,
elucidating how Madoff's friends and employees hustled money from investors; the methods by
which false records, monthly statements to investors, and other documents were manufactured and
mass-produced; and how a multitude of felonies and the highest levels of fraud became everyday
practices.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song,
and the Struggle for the Soul of Memphis Preston Lauterbach, 2015-03-30 All aspects of [Beale
Street's] complex, fascinating history are told…with verve and vivid erudition. —Wall Street Journal
Between Reconstruction and Prohibition, Beale Street in Memphis thrived as a strip with a unique
soul that reshaped American culture. Preston Lauterbach recounts the rise and fall of Beale Street
through the life of the South’s first black millionaire, an ex-slave who built an underworld dynasty in
the booming river town and created a space for black culture to flourish. A thrilling narrative
history, Beale Street Dynasty tells an intriguing, previously unknown story about race in an
American city.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: William S. Burroughs Barry Miles,
2014-02-06 Authoritative biography of cult writer and author of NAKED LUNCH, William Burroughs
(1914-1997). It has been 50 years since Norman Mailer asserted, 'I think that William Burroughs is
the only American novelist living today who may conceivably be possessed by genius.' This
assessment holds true today. No-one since then has taken such risks in their writing, developed such
individual radical political ideas, or spanned such a wide range of media - Burroughs has written
novels, memoirs, technical manuals and poetry, he has painted, made collages, taken thousands of
photographs, made visual scrapbooks, produced hundreds of hours of experimental tapes, acted in
movies and recorded more CDs than most rock groups. Made a cult figure by the publication of
NAKED LUNCH, Burroughs was a mentor to the 1960s youth culture. Underground papers referred
to him as 'Uncle Bill' and he ranked alongside Bob Dylan and the Beatles, Buckminster Fuller and
R.D. Laing as one of the 'gurus' of the youth movement who might just have the secret of the
universe. Based upon extensive research, this biography paints a new portrait of Burroughs, making
him real to the reader and showing how he was perceived by his contemporaries in all his guises -
from icily distant to voluble drunk. It shows how his writing was very much influenced by his life
situation and by the people he met on his travels around America and Europe. He was, beneath it all,
a man torn by emotions: his guilt at not visiting his doting mother; his despair at not responding to



reconciliation attempts from his father; his distance from his brother; the huge void that separated
him from his son; and above all his killing of his wife, Joan Vollmer.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: Crime Dot Com Geoff White,
2020-09-12 From Anonymous to the Dark Web, a dizzying account of hacking—past, present, and
future. “Brilliantly researched and written.”—Jon Snow, Channel 4 News “A comprehensive and
intelligible account of the elusive world of hacking and cybercrime over the last two decades. . . .
Lively, insightful, and, often, alarming.”—Ewen MacAskill, Guardian On May 4, 2000, an email that
read “kindly check the attached LOVELETTER” was sent from a computer in the Philippines.
Attached was a virus, the Love Bug, and within days it had been circulated across the globe,
paralyzing banks, broadcasters, and businesses in its wake, and extending as far as the UK
Parliament and, reportedly, the Pentagon. The outbreak presaged a new era of online mayhem: the
age of Crime Dot Com. In this book, investigative journalist Geoff White charts the astonishing
development of hacking, from its conception in the United States’ hippy tech community in the
1970s, through its childhood among the ruins of the Eastern Bloc, to its coming of age as one of the
most dangerous and pervasive threats to our connected world. He takes us inside the workings of
real-life cybercrimes, drawing on interviews with those behind the most devastating hacks and
revealing how the tactics employed by high-tech crooks to make millions are being harnessed by
nation states to target voters, cripple power networks, and even prepare for cyber-war. From
Anonymous to the Dark Web, Ashley Madison to election rigging, Crime Dot Com is a thrilling,
dizzying, and terrifying account of hacking, past and present, what the future has in store, and how
we might protect ourselves from it.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: Drake's Fortune Richard Rayner,
2003-10-14 His scam was as simple as it was brazen. Before and during the Great Depression, Oscar
Hartzell persuaded tens of thousands of Midwesterners to part with millions of dollars to start a
legal fund that would see the mythical fortune of Sir Francis Drake restored to his rightful heir. In
return for their contributions, donors would get shares in the riches, estimated to be worth $100
billion. The money of course went in the pocket of Hartzell, who transformed himself into a
hedonistic English aristocrat even as the folks back home continued to see him as a hero. As he
recounts this amazing tale, Richard Rayner tells the larger history of cons in America. We have
always had a soft spot for the crafty or larger-than-life swindler, and with Drake’s Fortune, Rayner
offers a delightful portrait of a uniquely American character.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: Experiencing Cities Mark Hutter,
2015-12-22 This extraordinary text for undergraduate urban students is a reflection of Mark Hutter’s
academic interests in urban sociology and his life-long passion for experiencing city life. His deep
academic roots in the Chicago School of Sociology help inform and appreciate the variety of urban
structures and processes and their effect on the everyday lives of people living in cities. This text,
however, extends the Chicago School perspective by combining its traditions with a social
psychological perspective derived from symbolic interaction and also with a macro-level examination
of social organization, social change, stratification and power in the urban context, informed by
political economy. This entirely new, 3rd Edition has a global outlook on city life, and a visual
presentation unmatched among books in this genre.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: The American Detective Novel in
Translation Daniel Peter LINDER MOLIN, 2011-09-01 Empleando una metodología propia de los
estudios descriptivos de traduc- ción, se analiza un corpus de cuatro novelas del autor
norteamericano Raymond Chandler (The Big Sleep, 1939; Farewell, My Lovely, 1940; The Little
Sister, 1949; y The Long Goodbye, 1954) y las traducciones al español publica- das en Argentina y
España.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: Volpone Matthew Steggle, 2011-01-20
A comprehensive introduction to Ben Jonson's Volpone - introducing its critical history, performance
history, current critical landscape and new directions in research on the play.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: Storytelling Josepha Sherman,



2015-03-26 Storytelling is an ancient practice known in all civilizations throughout history.
Characters, tales, techniques, oral traditions, motifs, and tale types transcend individual cultures -
elements and names change, but the stories are remarkably similar with each rendition, highlighting
the values and concerns of the host culture. Examining the stories and the oral traditions associated
with different cultures offers a unique view of practices and traditions.Storytelling: An Encyclopedia
of Mythology and Folklore brings past and present cultures of the world to life through their stories,
oral traditions, and performance styles. It combines folklore and mythology, traditional arts, history,
literature, and festivals to present an overview of world cultures through their liveliest and most
fascinating mode of expression. This appealing resource includes specific storytelling techniques as
well as retellings of stories from various cultures and traditions.
  the big con story of confidence man david w maurer: The Truth About Lies Aja Raden,
2021-08-05 Fibbing, prevaricating, stretching the truth, white lies, of omission, of commission. Lying
is so pervasive that we have countless words for it. But have you ever considered why you believed a
lie you were told - or why we lie at all? In this witty, whirlwind tour through the annuls of deceit,
bestselling author Aja Raden combines psychology, popular science and history to explore
everything you've ever wanted to know about manipulation and lying, showing how it evolved and
why even the birds and the bees do it. From 'big lies' like the English gent who invented a South
American country to pyramid schemes like Bernie Madoff, this is an eye-opening primer that
decodes how we behave and function, and reveals how lying shapes our experience of the world
around us.
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