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International Conflict Logic and Evidence: Understanding the Complex Dynamics
of Global Disputes

international conflict logic and evidence serve as foundational elements in
comprehending why nations clash, how disputes escalate, and what mechanisms
might lead to resolution. In an increasingly interconnected world, conflicts
between states are not only frequent but also deeply complex, involving a web
of political, economic, social, and historical factors. Grasping the logic
behind international conflicts and the evidence that supports various
theories is essential for policymakers, scholars, and anyone interested in
global affairs.

What Is International Conflict Logic?

At its core, international conflict logic refers to the reasoning and
frameworks used to explain the causes, progression, and outcomes of conflicts
between countries. Unlike individual or domestic conflicts, international
disputes involve sovereign actors operating under a unique set of rules and
constraints. Understanding this logic requires analyzing motivations,
strategic interests, power dynamics, and the role of international
institutions.

Rational Actor Model and Conflict

One of the central frameworks in international relations is the rational
actor model. This perspective assumes that states behave like rational
entities, carefully weighing costs and benefits before engaging in conflict
or cooperation. According to this logic, wars or disputes arise when the
perceived benefits of aggressive action outweigh the potential costs.

For example, a country might initiate a military campaign if it believes that
securing a resource-rich territory will enhance its national security or
economic power. However, the rational actor model also explains why some
conflicts are avoided—if the costs of war are too high, diplomacy or
negotiation becomes the preferred path.

Power Transition Theory

Another important concept is the power transition theory, which suggests that
conflicts often occur when a rising power challenges the dominance of an
established hegemon. The logic here is that shifts in the balance of power
create uncertainty and insecurity, increasing the likelihood of clashes.

Historical evidence supports this theory, with several major wars occurring
during periods of significant power transitions, such as the lead-up to both
World Wars. Understanding this helps explain why emerging powers and
established states might act aggressively even when they seek to avoid



outright war.

Types of Evidence Used in Studying
International Conflicts

The study of international conflict relies heavily on evidence drawn from
historical records, diplomatic communications, economic data, and even
psychological analyses of leaders and decision-makers. Gathering this
evidence allows researchers to build detailed case studies and test theories
about why conflicts arise and how they unfold.

Historical Case Studies

History is a rich source of evidence for understanding international conflict
logic. By examining past wars, treaties, and diplomatic crises, scholars
identify patterns and triggers of conflict. For instance, the causes of the
Cold War, the Gulf War, or the conflicts in the Balkans have been extensively
analyzed to extract lessons about power politics, alliances, and
international norms.

These case studies often reveal that conflicts are rarely caused by a single
factor but rather a complex interplay of economic interests, security
concerns, ideological differences, and misperceptions.

Quantitative Data and Conflict Analysis

In recent decades, the use of quantitative data has revolutionized how
international conflicts are analyzed. Databases like the Correlates of War
project collect information on conflicts, military capabilities, alliances,
and economic indicators. This data helps scholars identify statistical
correlations and test hypotheses about conflict causation.

For example, data analysis has shown that democratic states rarely go to war
with each other—a concept known as the democratic peace theory. Such evidence
challenges traditional views and encourages the incorporation of political
systems into the logic of conflict analysis.

Psychological and Cognitive Evidence

Understanding the decision-making processes of leaders offers another layer
of insight into international conflict logic. Psychological studies examine
how cognitive biases, misperceptions, and emotional factors influence the
choices leaders make during crises.

For instance, confirmation bias might lead political leaders to ignore
warning signs or dismiss diplomatic overtures, thereby escalating tensions
unnecessarily. Incorporating this evidence helps explain why rational actor
models sometimes fail to predict outcomes and why conflicts can spiral out of
control despite opportunities for peaceful resolution.



Applying International Conflict Logic in Modern
Diplomacy

The practical application of conflict logic and evidence is seen in
diplomatic strategies, peace negotiations, and conflict prevention efforts.
Policymakers rely on these frameworks to assess risks, design interventions,
and foster cooperation among states.

Conflict Prevention through Early Warning Systems

By analyzing evidence from past conflicts and ongoing tensions, international
organizations and governments develop early warning systems aimed at
identifying potential hotspots before violence erupts. These systems monitor
indicators such as political instability, economic downturns, ethnic
tensions, and military buildups.

For example, the United Nations and various NGOs use conflict logic models to
prioritize diplomatic engagement or deploy peacekeeping forces proactively,
reducing the risk of large-scale violence.

Negotiation and Mediation Techniques

When conflicts do arise, understanding the underlying logic allows mediators
to craft more effective negotiation strategies. Recognizing the core
interests and fears of conflicting parties helps build trust and identify
mutually acceptable compromises.

Evidence from successful peace processes—such as those in Northern Ireland or
South Africa—shows the importance of addressing not only political and
territorial disputes but also underlying social grievances and historical
injustices.

Challenges in Interpreting International
Conflict Logic and Evidence

Despite advances in theory and data, interpreting the logic and evidence
behind international conflicts remains challenging. The complexity of global
politics means that no single theory can fully explain every conflict, and
evidence can sometimes be contradictory or incomplete.

The Problem of Bias and Interpretation

Researchers and policymakers must be cautious of biases that can color their
interpretation of evidence. National interests, ideological leanings, or
cultural perspectives might lead to selective use of data or overly
simplistic explanations.

Moreover, adversaries in a conflict often present conflicting narratives,



making it difficult to discern objective truth. This is why triangulating
multiple sources of evidence and maintaining critical analysis are crucial.

Unpredictability and Human Factors

Human emotions, individual personalities, and unforeseen events introduce
unpredictability into international conflicts. Even well-established logic
can fall short when unexpected crises or irrational decisions occur.

This unpredictability underscores the importance of flexibility and
adaptability in conflict analysis and diplomatic efforts. It also highlights
the need to combine structural theories with insights from psychology and
sociology.

Why Understanding International Conflict Logic
and Evidence Matters

Beyond academic interest, mastering the logic and evidence behind
international conflicts has real-world implications. It empowers diplomats to
prevent wars, helps international organizations design better peacekeeping
strategies, and informs citizens about the complexities of global affairs.

By appreciating the multifaceted causes and evidence of conflicts, we can
move beyond simplistic “us versus them” narratives and foster a more nuanced,
empathetic approach to international relations. This understanding is
essential for building a more peaceful, stable world where disputes are
resolved through dialogue rather than violence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of logic in analyzing international
conflicts?

Logic helps in structuring arguments, identifying causal relationships, and
evaluating the consistency of claims in international conflict analysis. It
ensures that conclusions drawn about conflicts are coherent and based on
sound reasoning.

How can evidence be effectively used to understand
the causes of international conflicts?

Evidence such as historical records, diplomatic communications, economic
data, and eyewitness accounts can be analyzed to identify underlying causes
of conflicts. Triangulating multiple sources strengthens the validity of
conclusions about conflict origins.

What types of evidence are most reliable in studying



international conflict?

Primary sources like official documents, treaties, and firsthand testimonies
are generally the most reliable. Additionally, verified satellite imagery and
data from reputable international organizations provide credible evidence for
conflict analysis.

How does logical fallacy impact the interpretation of
international conflict evidence?

Logical fallacies, such as false causation or hasty generalization, can lead
to misinterpretation of evidence and flawed conclusions. Recognizing and
avoiding these fallacies ensures a more accurate understanding of
international conflicts.

In what ways do confirmation bias affect the
assessment of evidence in international conflicts?

Confirmation bias can cause analysts to selectively interpret evidence that
supports their preconceived views while ignoring contradictory information.
This skews the analysis and may perpetuate misunderstandings or escalate
conflicts.

Additional Resources
International Conflict Logic and Evidence: An Analytical Overview

international conflict logic and evidence serve as the foundational pillars
for understanding why nations engage in disputes, how these conflicts evolve,
and the mechanisms through which they might be resolved. In an increasingly
interconnected world, the study of international conflict transcends mere
historical recounting, demanding a rigorous examination of the underlying
rationales, motivations, and factual data that validate or challenge
prevailing narratives. This article delves into the multifaceted logic behind
international conflicts and the types of evidence that scholars,
policymakers, and analysts rely upon to interpret and address such disputes
effectively.

Understanding the Logic Behind International
Conflicts

At its core, the logic of international conflict revolves around the
strategic decisions made by states within a global system characterized by
anarchy, competition, and the pursuit of national interests. Unlike domestic
conflicts, where centralized authority can enforce rules, the international
arena lacks a supreme governing body, prompting states to act primarily in
self-interest, often through power-balancing measures.

Rational Actor Model and Strategic Calculations



One of the dominant frameworks explaining international conflict logic is the
Rational Actor Model. This model posits that states behave as rational
entities, carefully weighing costs and benefits before engaging in conflict.
Decisions such as initiating war, forming alliances, or pursuing diplomacy
are calculated to maximize national security, economic advantage, or
ideological influence.

However, the rationality assumption is nuanced by factors such as imperfect
information, misperceptions, and domestic political pressures. For instance,
a state's leadership might misjudge an adversary's intentions or
capabilities, leading to unintended escalation. Understanding these cognitive
biases is crucial to interpreting the actual logic driving conflicts beyond
mere strategic calculation.

Power Dynamics and Security Dilemmas

The balance of power theory offers another perspective on conflict logic,
emphasizing how shifts in relative power can trigger insecurity and
preemptive actions. When a rising power threatens the dominance of an
established state, tension often escalates as the latter seeks to maintain
its hegemony.

This phenomenon is encapsulated in the security dilemma, where defensive
measures by one state are perceived as threats by others, prompting a spiral
of military build-ups and mistrust. For example, the arms race during the
Cold War exemplified how even non-aggressive intentions can inadvertently
foster conflict logic rooted in fear and uncertainty.

Types of Evidence in International Conflict
Analysis

Evidence serves as the backbone of any conflict assessment, grounding
theoretical assumptions in observable reality. International conflict
evidence spans various categories, each contributing uniquely to
comprehensive understanding.

Historical Documentation and Archival Records

Historical records, including treaties, diplomatic correspondence, and
official statements, provide essential context for conflict genesis and
progression. These documents often reveal intentions, grievances, and
negotiated terms that frame the logic of disputes.

For example, analyzing the Versailles Treaty’s role in post-World War I
tensions elucidates how punitive measures can sow seeds for future conflicts.
Archival evidence thus helps verify or challenge prevailing interpretations
by anchoring them in primary sources.



Military and Economic Data

Quantitative data on military capabilities, deployments, and expenditures
offer measurable indicators of states’ conflict preparedness and strategic
priorities. Economic evidence, such as trade relations, sanctions, and
resource dependencies, further clarifies motivations behind conflict or
cooperation.

Comparative data suggest that states with overlapping economic interests tend
to avoid full-scale war, highlighting the role of interdependence.
Conversely, competition over scarce resources often escalates disputes, as
seen in conflicts over oil-rich regions or water sources.

Intelligence and Open-Source Information

Intelligence reports and open-source materials such as satellite imagery,
media accounts, and social media analyses provide real-time insights into
conflict dynamics. These sources can corroborate or contest official
narratives, revealing covert actions or misinformation campaigns.

The proliferation of open-source intelligence (OSINT) has democratized access
to conflict evidence, enabling analysts outside governmental circles to
contribute to understanding. However, the reliability and bias of such data
require careful vetting.

Challenges in Interpreting International
Conflict Logic and Evidence

While the frameworks and evidence outlined above are invaluable, interpreting
international conflicts is fraught with complexities that can obscure clear
conclusions.

Ambiguity and Contradictory Information

Conflicts often involve competing narratives and propaganda, making it
difficult to ascertain the true logic behind actions. States may deliberately
manipulate information to justify aggressive policies or conceal
vulnerabilities.

This ambiguity complicates the analyst’s task of disentangling genuine
strategic logic from deceptive posturing. For instance, attributing motives
in proxy wars or hybrid conflicts necessitates cautious interpretation of
partial or contradictory evidence.

Dynamic and Evolving Contexts

International conflicts are rarely static; shifting alliances, emerging
technologies, and changing domestic politics constantly reshape the
landscape. Evidence that was relevant at one stage may become obsolete or



misleading as situations evolve.

The logic of a conflict that began over territorial disputes can morph into
ideological or economic confrontations, requiring flexible analytical
frameworks that accommodate such transformations.

Ethical and Legal Dimensions

Beyond strategic logic, international conflicts invoke ethical considerations
and legal norms that influence how evidence is collected, presented, or
contested. Issues such as war crimes, human rights violations, and
international law compliance add layers of complexity to conflict analysis.

These dimensions often shape international responses and affect the
reliability of evidence, as parties may suppress or distort information to
avoid culpability.

Implications for Conflict Resolution and Policy

A nuanced understanding of international conflict logic and evidence informs
not only academic discourse but also practical policymaking and diplomatic
efforts.

Preventive Diplomacy and Confidence-Building Measures

Recognizing the triggers and misperceptions that fuel conflicts enables the
design of preventive measures aimed at reducing tensions. Confidence-building
initiatives, transparent communication channels, and verification mechanisms
can address security dilemmas and build trust.

Data-driven approaches that incorporate diverse evidence sources help tailor
these initiatives to specific conflict contexts, enhancing their efficacy.

Role of International Institutions

Multilateral institutions like the United Nations play a pivotal role in
mediating conflicts by providing forums for dialogue and enforcing
international norms. Their legitimacy often hinges on credible evidence and
shared understanding of conflict logic among member states.

However, institutional effectiveness is sometimes hampered by political
rivalries and selective interpretations of evidence, underscoring the ongoing
challenge of harmonizing diverse interests.

Technological Advances and Future Directions

Emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, big data analytics,
and geospatial intelligence are revolutionizing how conflict evidence is



gathered and analyzed. These tools enhance predictive capabilities and enable
more precise assessments of state behavior and conflict risks.

At the same time, they raise concerns about surveillance, privacy, and the
potential for information manipulation, requiring balanced governance
frameworks.

The study of international conflict logic and evidence remains an evolving
endeavor, reflecting the changing nature of global politics and the
continuous quest for peace and stability. Through rigorous analysis and
critical evaluation of diverse evidence, scholars and practitioners strive to
unravel the complexities of conflict and contribute to more informed,
effective engagements on the world stage.

International Conflict Logic And Evidence

  international conflict logic and evidence: International Conflict Stephen L. Quackenbush,
2014-08-12 Introducing students to key theories and empirical findings of international conflict
stemming from scientific research on core facets, this book covers the whole process of interstate
war, from causes of conflict to escalation, conduct, resolution and recurrence.
  international conflict logic and evidence: International Conflict Stephen L. Quackenbush,
2015 Based on the premise that proper understanding of international conflict -- a necessary
prerequisite for achieving peace -- can come only from logic and evidence, not from opinion and
anecdote, this groundbreaking book introduces students to international conflict's key theories and
empirical research. Throughout the text, Stephen L. Quackenbush gives examples that enable
readers to see the theory in real-world events, and provides the data from the most recent research.
Covering the entire process of interstate war, from causes of conflict to escalation, conduct,
resolution, and recurrence, the book provides readers with a fascinating, thorough study that will
help them understand how international conflict works. --Provided by publisher.
  international conflict logic and evidence: International Conflict Stephen L. Quackenbush,
2014-08-01 International Conflict: Logic and Evidence is based on the premise that proper
understanding of international conflict – a necessary prerequisite for achieving peace – can come
only from logic and evidence, not from opinion and anecdote. This groundbreaking book introduces
students to international conflict’s key theories and empirical research. Throughout the text, author
Stephen L. Quackenbush, Ph.D., gives examples that enable readers to see the theory in real-world
events, and provides the data from the most recent research. Covering the entire process of
interstate war, from causes of conflict to escalation, conduct, resolution, and recurrence, the book
provides readers with a fascinating, thorough study that will help them understand how
international conflict works.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Conflict, Crisis, and War in World Politics
Patrick James, James M. Scott, 2025-01-09 This topical textbook outlines conflict, crisis, and war as
central challenges in the international security arena, exploring their history, evolution, nature,
dynamics, and trends. Patrick James and James M. Scott discuss the major approaches to analysing
conflict, crisis, and war and identify the key avenues for managing them.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Game Theory, Diplomatic History and Security
Studies Frank C. Zagare, 2019 Game Theory, Diplomatic History and Security Studies provides an
imformative introduction to the application of the mathematical theory of games in the fields of
security studies and diplomatic history.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Introduction to Global Politics Richard W.
Mansbach, Ellen Pirro, 2023-06-14 Introduction to Global Politics, Fourth Edition, is an accessible,
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comprehensive, and well-written introductory textbook which emphasizes the evolution of major
global issues from the past to the present. By integrating theory and political practice at individual,
state, and global levels, students are introduced to key developments in global politics, helping them
make sense of major trends that are shaping our world. This completely revised and updated edition
includes new material on: the dramatic shift in US policies under President Donald Trump and the
post-Trump moves to redo the global scene the coronavirus pandemic and its impact around the
world Brexit, and its consequences for the European Union the rise of China and Russia in the
international order technological developments in weaponry and the militarization of outer space the
growing importance of the politics of identity, the environment, nationalism and populism while
retaining much of the structure and many of the features of past editions, including a revised range
of faculty and student aids– a test bank, flashcards, glossary, web links, PowerPoint slides, chapter
outlines, suggested video clips, map exercises, cultural references, and boxed features Stimulating
and provocative, the book is designed to appeal to students and instructors interested in
international relations as a broadly defined, multidisciplinary subject encompassing politics, history,
economics, military science, psychology, sociology, anthropology, and philosophy.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Realism and International Relations Patrick
James, 2022 Translating the vast amount of information in the field of international relations into
knowledge requires a greater emphasis on communication beyond the use of text. Given the
challenges posed by existing and intensifying information overload, Patrick James calls for a new
vision of progress with a solid foundation in the philosophy of inquiry and through graphic
representation of cause and effect. In his new book Realism and International Relations, Patrick
James gives us the most comprehensive reassessment of realism since the classic works of Vasquez.
When translated into a graphic format that facilitates comparative analysis, realist theories
collectively have much to contribute to scientific progress.
  international conflict logic and evidence: International Norms and the Resort to War
Gregory A. Raymond, 2020-08-27 This book offers a fresh perspective on timeless questions
concerning anarchy and order, power and principle, and public and private morality, by taking a
novel approach to the study of the onset of war. Rather than looking at the distribution of wealth,
military might, or other material capabilities to explain the onset of war, this book focuses instead on
how international norms affect the use of military force. Critical of the realist assumption that
international legal norms are unable to curb hostilities without a powerful central authority to
enforce their injunctions, it contends that the normative context within which national leaders act
sets the tone for world politics by communicating commonly accepted understandings about the
limits of permissible action. Using quantitative analyses of the relationships between war-initiation
norms and various types of armed conflict, the author calls into question realist beliefs regarding
international norms, demonstrating that restrictive normative orders reduce the likelihood of war.
  international conflict logic and evidence: What Do We Know about War? Sara
McLaughlin Mitchell, John A. Vasquez, 2024-01-09 This invaluable text assesses the current
research on the causes of both war and peace. In this revised third edition—now with a brand new
chapter on the Russian-Ukraine War—leading international relations scholars explore the role of
territorial disputes, power, alliances, arms races, rivalry, and nuclear weapons in bringing about
war; the outcomes and consequences of war; and the factors that promote peace, including
democracy, norms, capitalist economies, and stable borders. The revised third edition includes a
section on emerging trends in research on cyber war, the environment and climate change, leaders,
war financing, and trends in interstate conflict. Reviewing fifty years of scientific research, the
contributors provide an accessible and up-to-date overview of current knowledge and a road map for
future research.
  international conflict logic and evidence: A Functional Theory of Government, Law, and
Institutions Kalu N. Kalu, 2019-07-12 This book examines the notion that while states may differ in
terms of ideology, economic system, and institutional architecture, their role as an organizing
framework for system-wide political action and international relations is contingent on a series of



competing and oftentimes mutually exclusive factors. This work clarifies factors that contribute to
our understanding of the critical roles of systemic and sub-systemic elements of society and how
they reinforce the reciprocal problems of human and social organizations, and the
institutionalization processes that help to constrain them.
  international conflict logic and evidence: The Territories of Human Reason Alister E.
McGrath, 2019 The Territories of Human Reason is the first major study to explore the emergence of
multiple situated rationalities. It focuses on the relation of the natural sciences and Christian
theology, but its approach can easily be extended to other disciplines.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Principles of Conflict Economics Charles H.
Anderton, John R. Carter, 2019-04-25 Provides comprehensive, up-to-date coverage of the key
themes and principles of conflict economics.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Causes and Consequences of International Conflict
Glenn Palmer, 2009-10-16 Investigation into the causes of international conflict has in many ways
formed the central locus of the early work in the scientific investigation of world politics. This edited
volume contains the most recent quantitative work in this area, reflecting the current state of the
field in the topics addressed, the data utilized and the methods employed. The book is divided into
three parts, presenting first some recent contributions to the work on the causes of international
conflict, set in the context of realist theories. The second part addresses issues relating to data,
methods and cases used to analyze international conflict, while the third part presents some
examples of the use of a variety of different methods to answer questions relating to issues which
engage international relations scholars today. The chapters focus on a variety of pertinent topics,
and include discussions of important innovations in our ability to analyze conflict, such as the
introduction of the Militarized Interstate Dispute (MID) data.
  international conflict logic and evidence: IR James M. Scott, Yasemin Akbaba, Ralph G.
Carter, A. Cooper Drury, 2024-05-01 IR: Seeking Security, Prosperity, and Quality of Life in a
Changing World presents a comprehensive approach to understanding world politics through the
lens of security, prosperity, and quality of life in a rapidly evolving global environment. The book not
only acquaints students with events, but also broadens the context to analyze larger patterns,
making the experience immersive and engaging. Thoroughly updated, the Fifth Edition incorporates
new theoretical perspectives, coverage of important events and trends of recent years, and current
data and research.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Why Minor Powers Risk Wars with Major Powers
Marinko Bobić, 2019-10-23 Through a range of case studies spanning the post-Cold War period in
Iraq, Moldova and Serbia, this innovative book breaks new ground in its study of asymmetric
conflicts where warring sides exhibit vast power differentials. It uses multiple theories to examine
the different pathways that encourage minor powers to engage in both offensive and defensive wars
that they are likely to lose, analysing domestic crisis as a key catalyst and considering ways to
mitigate conditions that drive conflict. The author provides an important framework that can be
applied to contemporary conflicts elsewhere.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Guide to the Scientific Study of International
Processes Sara McLaughlin Mitchell, Paul F. Diehl, James D. Morrow, 2012-07-17 Dedicated to the
empirical analysis of data from the world of international relations, SSIP scholars tend to focus on
interstate conflicts, civil wars, and conflict management. The range of perspectives in this edited
volume provide a comprehensive introduction to SSIP theory and methodology. Fresh approach
traces intellectual development of research approaches rather than merely summarizing results
Features original SSIP material not found in other books Includes a number of essays with a broader
assessment of SSIP methods - ideal for younger scholars interested in the approach Includes recent
SSIP analyses exploring issues such as civil wars
  international conflict logic and evidence: Confronting Evil James Waller, 2016 This
groundbreaking book from one of the foremost leaders in the field presents a fascinating continuum
of research-informed strategies to prevent genocide from ever taking place; to avert further



atrocities once mass murder occurs; and to prevent further turmoil once a society learns how to
rebuild itself.
  international conflict logic and evidence: International Conflict and Conflict Management
Andrew P. Owsiak, J. Michael Greig, Paul F. Diehl, 2023-05-08 This book asks scholars to reexamine
international conflict and its management—in order to move the field toward directly theorizing
about and examining the interdependence between conflict events and conflict management
attempts. Despite decades of work, research on international conflict and its management remains
siloed in three fundamental ways. First, scholars do not thoroughly address international conflict
dynamics within studies of conflict management, even though the former give rise to the latter.
Second, existing work generally investigates one conflict management strategy (e.g., mediation) at
the expense of others (e.g., adjudication). These strategies, however, are not independent of one
another; they exist on a single menu from which potential third parties choose. Third parties
therefore implicitly—if not explicitly—consider and select among the various strategies when
deciding how to manage a conflict, thereby inviting and incorporating comparisons. Finally,
researchers tend to treat conflict management efforts—even within the same conflict—as
independent events, even though some efforts (e.g., adjudication or arbitration) follow and explicitly
relate to other, earlier efforts (e.g., an earlier negotiation or mediation). In short, elements of
sequencing and interaction influence conflict management, even as scholars rarely consider such
elements. This book will be of great value to scholars and researchers of Political Science,
International Relations and Conflict Management and Resolution. The chapters in this book were
originally published as a special issue of International Interactions.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Transitional Justice in Peacebuilding Djeyhoun
Ostowar, 2020-11-22 This book explores the role of actors in determining transitional justice in
peacebuilding contexts. In recent decades, transitional justice mechanisms and processes have been
introduced to a variety of settings, becoming widely regarded as essential elements in the
‘peacebuilding toolbox’. While it has increasingly been suggested that transitional justice is imposed
by neo-imperial actors with little regard for the needs and cultures of local populations, evidence
suggests that dismissing these policies as neo-imperial or neo-liberal impositions would result in
grossly overlooking their dynamics, which involve a whole range of relevant actors operating at
multiple levels. This book interrogates this theme through empirical analysis of three sites of
peacebuilding that have seen extensive international involvement: Kosovo, East Timor and
Afghanistan. It proposes a novel framework for analysing and approaching transitional justice in
peacebuilding that disaggregates three broad sets of actors operating at different levels in relevant
processes: external actors (international and regional levels), transitional justice promoters (local,
national, international and transnational levels), and transitional regimes (national and local levels).
The book argues that transitional justice in peacebuilding must be conceived of as actor-contingent
and malleable due to the significance of agency and (inter)actions of key categories of actors
throughout peacebuilding transition. This book will be of interest to students and practitioners of
transitional justice, peacebuilding, law, and International Relations.
  international conflict logic and evidence: Quantifying International Conflicts Louise
Beaumais, Iris Lambert, Thomas Lindemann, Sami Makki, Frédéric Ramel, Eric Sangar, 2025-08-24
Based on the Datawar research program developed by three French academic institutions, this book
seeks to explore the following research question: how do social practices of data collection and
analysis in quantitative conflict studies influence researchers’ and practitioners’ representations of
armed conflict? The editors and authors investigate both scientific practices in the field of
quantitative conflict studies and the impact of these practices on practitioners’ vision of war,
covering the full lifecycle of quantitative conflict data, from collection and analysis to their use and
dissemination by military and diplomatic institutions, humanitarian organizations, and the media.
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