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Easter Island Head Natural History Museum: A Journey Into the Island’s Mysteries

easter island head natural history museum stands as a captivating gateway to
uncovering the enigmatic past of one of the most isolated places on Earth. Nestled on the
remote Easter Island, or Rapa Nui as it is locally known, this museum offers visitors a
unique blend of natural history, archaeology, and cultural heritage, all woven together to
tell the story of the island’s famous moai statues and the people who created them.

Discovering the Easter Island Head Natural
History Museum

The Easter Island Head Natural History Museum is more than just a repository of
artifacts; it’s an immersive experience that brings to life the natural environment and
ancient traditions of Rapa Nui. The museum’s exhibits showcase the island’s geological
formation, its native flora and fauna, and the fascinating archaeological findings that
reveal how the island’s inhabitants thrived in isolation for centuries.

Visitors to the museum gain a deeper understanding of the island’s volcanic origins and
how its unique ecosystem shaped the culture and survival of the Rapa Nui people. The
natural history section highlights the island’s extinct species and the impact of human
activity on its fragile environment—important context for appreciating the delicate
balance that the island maintains today.

The Moai Statues: Central to the Museum’s Story

Unraveling the Mystery of the Moai

No discussion about Easter Island is complete without mentioning the iconic moai statues,
and the Easter Island Head Natural History Museum places them at the heart of its
narrative. These monumental stone heads, carved from volcanic tuff, have fascinated
researchers and travelers alike for generations. The museum offers detailed explanations
about their construction, transportation, and cultural significance.

Exhibits include replica moai heads and detailed models illustrating the carving process
used by ancient Rapa Nui sculptors. Through interactive displays and multimedia
presentations, visitors learn about the spiritual and political roles the moai played within
the society, symbolizing ancestors who watched over the island’s clans.



Archaeological Insights and Recent Discoveries

The museum also highlights recent archaeological excavations that have shed light on how
the statues were moved across the island—a topic that has long puzzled historians.
Evidence suggests sophisticated engineering techniques and communal effort, challenging
earlier theories that the moai were simply dragged or rolled.

Moreover, the museum provides context on the various restoration projects undertaken to
preserve the moai and other archaeological sites, emphasizing the ongoing commitment to
protecting Easter Island’s heritage.

Exploring the Island’s Natural Environment

Geology and Volcanic Origins

The Easter Island Head Natural History Museum dedicates a significant portion of its
exhibits to the island’s volcanic origins. Formed by three main volcanoes—Terevaka,
Poike, and Rano Kau—the island’s rugged landscape tells a story of ancient eruptions that
created the fertile soil and dramatic terrain that the Rapa Nui people called home.

Visitors can explore rock samples, volcanic minerals, and interactive maps that illustrate
how the island’s formation influenced settlement patterns and resource availability. This
geological foundation is crucial for understanding the challenges and opportunities the
island presented to its early inhabitants.

Flora and Fauna: Past and Present

Beyond geology, the museum delves into the unique plant and animal life of Easter Island.
Once home to giant flightless birds and a rich variety of endemic plants, much of the
island’s biodiversity has been impacted by human settlement and environmental changes.

Exhibits showcase fossilized remains and historical records that track the decline of native
species, alongside conservation efforts aimed at restoring the island’s ecological balance.
For nature enthusiasts, this section offers eye-opening insights into the delicate interplay
between human culture and the environment on Rapa Nui.

Cultural Heritage and the Living Traditions of
Rapa Nui

The Easter Island Head Natural History Museum doesn’t stop at natural history—it also
celebrates the vibrant cultural heritage of the island’s current inhabitants. Through



ethnographic displays, traditional clothing, musical instruments, and oral histories,
visitors gain appreciation for the resilience and creativity of the Rapa Nui people.

The museum often hosts workshops and cultural events where visitors can experience
traditional dance, carving techniques, and storytelling, providing a living connection to the
island’s past and present.

Understanding Rapa Nui Society

An important part of the museum’s mission is to educate visitors about the social and
religious structures that defined ancient Rapa Nui society. Detailed exhibits explore the
island’s clan system, rituals, and the role of the moai in maintaining social cohesion. This
context enriches one’s appreciation for the complexity and sophistication of a culture that
flourished despite geographic isolation.

Planning Your Visit to the Easter Island Head
Natural History Museum

Visiting the Easter Island Head Natural History Museum is an essential part of any trip to
Rapa Nui. It provides valuable background that enhances exploration of the island’s
archaeological sites, such as the famous Ahu Tongariki and Rano Raraku quarry.

Tips for Visitors

Allocate sufficient time: To fully appreciate the museum’s extensive collections,
plan to spend at least two hours exploring the exhibits.

Engage with guided tours: Many tours include a visit to the museum, where
knowledgeable guides offer deeper insights and answer questions.

Combine with outdoor exploration: Visiting the museum before touring the moai
sites can enrich your understanding and make the experience more meaningful.

Check event schedules: Look out for cultural programs or temporary exhibitions
that can add a unique dimension to your visit.

Accessibility and Amenities

The museum is equipped with visitor-friendly amenities, including informative signage in
multiple languages, a gift shop featuring local crafts, and areas for rest. Accessibility



options ensure that guests of all abilities can enjoy the experience comfortably.

Why the Easter Island Head Natural History
Museum Matters

The significance of the Easter Island Head Natural History Museum extends beyond its
role as a tourist attraction. It serves as a vital center for research, education, and cultural
preservation. By bridging natural history with anthropology and archaeology, the museum
helps safeguard the legacy of Easter Island’s remarkable heritage.

In a broader sense, the museum invites reflection on themes such as environmental
stewardship, cultural identity, and the ingenuity of human societies facing isolation and
limited resources. It encourages visitors not only to marvel at the moai but also to
consider the lessons embedded in their creation and preservation.

For anyone intrigued by the mysteries of Easter Island, the museum offers an
indispensable starting point—a place where history, nature, and culture converge to tell a
story that continues to inspire and fascinate people around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Easter Island Head Natural History
Museum?
The Easter Island Head Natural History Museum is a cultural and scientific institution
dedicated to the study and preservation of Easter Island's unique natural history,
including its famous moai statues and local ecology.

Where is the Easter Island Head Natural History
Museum located?
The museum is located on Easter Island, also known as Rapa Nui, which is a remote
volcanic island in Polynesia, part of Chile.

What can visitors expect to see at the Easter Island
Head Natural History Museum?
Visitors can explore exhibits on the island's geology, flora and fauna, archaeological
findings, and the history and significance of the moai statues.

Are the moai statues displayed inside the museum?
The museum typically features replicas and detailed models of the moai statues, along
with information about their construction and cultural importance, while the original



statues remain scattered around the island.

Does the museum offer guided tours or educational
programs?
Yes, the Easter Island Head Natural History Museum offers guided tours, workshops, and
educational programs to help visitors and researchers understand the island's natural and
cultural heritage.

How does the museum contribute to the preservation of
Easter Island's heritage?
The museum plays a key role in conserving artifacts, conducting research, and raising
awareness about the island's unique environment and cultural history to support
sustainable tourism and preservation efforts.

Can visitors learn about the ecological challenges facing
Easter Island at the museum?
Absolutely, the museum includes exhibits addressing ecological issues such as
deforestation, soil erosion, and species conservation efforts on Easter Island.

Is the Easter Island Head Natural History Museum
involved in archaeological research?
Yes, the museum collaborates with archaeologists and scientists to study the moai statues,
ancient settlements, and other archaeological sites on Easter Island.

What languages are the exhibits and information
available in at the museum?
Exhibits and information at the museum are typically available in Spanish and English,
with some materials also provided in Rapa Nui, the native language of Easter Island.

Additional Resources
Easter Island Head Natural History Museum: A Gateway to the Island’s Enigmatic Past

easter island head natural history museum stands as a pivotal institution for
understanding the rich cultural and ecological heritage of one of the world’s most
mysterious locations. Nestled on the remote Easter Island (Rapa Nui), this museum offers
visitors and researchers alike an unparalleled opportunity to delve into the island’s natural
history, archaeological wonders, and the enigmatic moai statues that have captivated
global attention for centuries. As an essential resource for both education and
preservation, the museum plays a critical role in contextualizing the island’s unique
environment and human legacy.



Exploring the Easter Island Head Natural History
Museum

The Easter Island Head Natural History Museum functions as more than just a repository
for artifacts; it is a comprehensive center dedicated to the study and exhibition of the
island’s geological formation, biodiversity, and cultural evolution. This institution provides
a multidimensional narrative that integrates natural sciences with anthropology and
archaeology, thereby offering a holistic understanding of Easter Island’s place in the
Pacific and global history.

Collections and Exhibits

The museum’s collections are meticulously curated to showcase the island’s natural
environment and the human impact over time. Among the highlights are:

Moai Statues and Quarry Artifacts: The museum houses replicas and original
fragments of the iconic moai heads, providing insight into the craftsmanship,
religious significance, and transportation methods used by the ancient Rapa Nui
people.

Geological Samples: Volcanic rocks and soil samples illustrate Easter Island’s
volcanic origins, revealing the processes that shaped its landscape approximately
700,000 years ago.

Flora and Fauna Exhibits: Detailed displays on endemic plant species and extinct
animals, such as the now-vanished Rapa Nui palm, underscore the island’s fragile
ecosystem and the consequences of human settlement.

Archaeological Finds: Tools, pottery, and petroglyphs uncovered during
excavations are presented to shed light on the daily lives and spiritual practices of
the island’s inhabitants.

Educational and Research Significance

Beyond its role as a public exhibition space, the Easter Island Head Natural History
Museum serves as a hub for ongoing research. Scholars from diverse disciplines
collaborate here to investigate the island’s environmental changes, anthropogenic effects,
and cultural developments. The museum supports scientific studies on deforestation, soil
erosion, and the societal collapse theories related to resource depletion.

The educational programs offered by the museum emphasize sustainability and
conservation, aiming to raise awareness among locals and tourists. Workshops, guided
tours, and interactive displays foster a deeper appreciation for the island’s delicate



balance between nature and culture.

The Intersection of Natural History and
Archaeology

Easter Island’s allure largely stems from its mysterious moai statues, yet the natural
history component is equally compelling. The museum adeptly bridges these two realms,
providing context for how natural resources influenced cultural practices and vice versa.

Geological Context of the Moai

The moai were carved from volcanic tuff found primarily at the Rano Raraku quarry, a
volcanic crater that serves as a natural workshop. Geological studies facilitated by the
museum’s research have determined the composition and weathering patterns of the
stone, offering explanations for the statues’ varying preservation states across the island.

Understanding the volcanic history also clarifies how the island’s topography affected
settlement patterns and resource distribution. The museum’s geological exhibits thus
provide visitors with foundational knowledge essential to grasping the broader
archaeological narratives.

Ecological Impact of Ancient Settlements

The museum critically examines how early human activity led to significant ecological
shifts. Analysis of pollen samples and sediment cores reveals a dramatic decline in native
forests following Polynesian colonization. This deforestation, coupled with the introduction
of non-native species, had profound effects on soil fertility and biodiversity.

By incorporating natural history data, the museum presents a nuanced view of the
challenges faced by the Rapa Nui civilization, moving beyond mythologized accounts of
societal collapse to evidence-based interpretations rooted in environmental science.

Visitor Experience and Museum Features

The Easter Island Head Natural History Museum is designed to engage a wide audience,
from casual tourists to academic experts. Its architecture and layout facilitate an
immersive experience that enhances understanding and appreciation.

Interactive and Multimedia Components



Modern technology is employed to bring the island’s history to life. Touchscreen displays
allow visitors to explore 3D models of moai statues and archaeological sites, while
documentary films provide visual narratives of excavation projects and restoration efforts.

Accessibility and Location

Conveniently located near key archaeological zones, the museum offers easy access for
travelers seeking to complement their outdoor explorations with indoor study. Multilingual
guides and informational materials ensure that international visitors can fully engage with
the exhibits.

Pros and Cons of the Museum Experience

Pros: Comprehensive coverage of natural and cultural history; integration of
scientific research; engaging interactive exhibits; knowledgeable staff; strategic
location.

Cons: Limited space restricts the number of artifacts displayed; some exhibits may
be too technical for casual visitors; seasonal closures or limited hours can affect
accessibility.

Comparative Insights: Easter Island Museums in
Context

When compared to other regional museums dedicated to Polynesian culture and natural
history, the Easter Island Head Natural History Museum distinguishes itself through its
specialized focus on the island’s head statues and environmental background. Unlike
larger institutions on the mainland, this museum offers an intimate, concentrated
exploration that reflects the island’s unique heritage.

For instance, museums in Tahiti or New Zealand might present broader Polynesian
narratives, but the Easter Island Head Natural History Museum zeroes in on the
complexities of Rapa Nui society, making it an indispensable stop for researchers and
heritage enthusiasts.

Conservation and Future Directions

The museum actively participates in conservation initiatives aimed at preserving the moai
and surrounding ecosystems. Collaborative projects with international organizations focus
on mitigating erosion, combating vandalism, and promoting sustainable tourism.



Looking forward, the museum plans to expand digital archives and virtual reality
experiences to reach a global audience, ensuring that knowledge about Easter Island’s
natural and cultural history continues to grow beyond its geographic confines.

In sum, the Easter Island Head Natural History Museum is a cornerstone institution that
offers both a window into the island’s past and a platform for ongoing inquiry. Its balanced
approach to natural history and archaeology provides a richer, more informed
understanding of one of the world’s most fascinating cultural landscapes.

Easter Island Head Natural History Museum

  easter island head natural history museum: Exploring the American Museum of Natural
History Patricia J. Wynne, 2004-07-16 Illustrations to color and easy-to-follow text introduce children
to twenty-three items found in the American Museum of Natural History's permanent collection.
  easter island head natural history museum: Easter Island JoAnne Van Tilburg, 1994
  easter island head natural history museum: Shore Fishes of Easter Island John E.
Randall, Alfredo Cea, 2011-08-31 Easter Island (Rapanui) is the most remote inhabited island in the
Pacific Ocean and the easternmost in Oceania. Much has been written on the origin of its first
inhabitants and the enormous stone statues they carved and erected, but little exists on the island’s
biota. Knowing that very few species of fishes had been reported for Easter Island, John Randall
went there in 1969, with the support of the National Geographic Society, to study the fish fauna. He
was joined during revisits in 1988 and 1989 by the island’s medical doctor, Alfredo Cea. They
published the Rapanui names of fishes in 1984. The total number of Easter Island shore fishes to a
depth of 200 meters is only 139 species. However, an astounding 21.7 percent are known only from
the island, second only to the Hawaiian Islands in the percentage of endemic fishes. Forty-four new
species of fishes have been described, of which 25 are in scientific papers by Randall or by Randall
and coauthors. Shore Fishes of Easter Island puts all of these fishes in one beautifully illustrated
book with introductory chapters (Historical Review, Zoogeography, Marine Conservation, Materials
and Methods).
  easter island head natural history museum: Chilean University Life , 1985
  easter island head natural history museum: Easter Island, Earth Island Paul Bahn, John
Flenley, 2017-09-01 Easter Island, isolated deep in the South Pacific and now a World Heritage Site,
was home to a fascinating prehistoric culture—one that produced massive stone effigies (the moai)
and the birdman cult—and yet much of the island’s past remains shrouded in mystery. Where did the
islanders come from, and when? How did Rapa Nui culture evolve over the centuries? How, and
why, did their natural environment change over time? Paul Bahn and John Flenley guide readers
through the mysteries and enigmas of Rapa Nui, incorporating the records of early explorers, folk
legends, and archaeological evidence along the way. They cover the island’s geological and
environmental history and explore its flora and fauna, illustrating how human actions affected the
natural environment of the island. This fourth edition draws in: recent DNA studies of ancient human
and animal bones as well as plant remains; evolving understandings of how the moai were
transported; and current efforts to reforest the island.
  easter island head natural history museum: Das Ende der Evolution Matthias Glaubrecht,
2019-12-03 Von einem der bekanntesten deutschen Evolutionsbiologen Der Klimawandel ist endlich
in aller Munde. Doch so alarmierende Ausmaße er auch angenommen hat – er ist nur
Nebenschauplatz angesichts der apokalyptischen Reiter, die in einem Akt der Verwüstung
gegenwärtig über die Erde ziehen: Bevölkerungsexplosion, Ressourcenverknappung,
Umweltzerstörung und Artensterben. In seiner ebenso umfassenden wie beklemmenden Analyse
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sieht der renommierte Evolutionsbiologe Matthias Glaubrecht mit dem sich abzeichnenden
Massenexitus, dem größten Artenschwund seit dem Aussterben der Dinosaurier, eine weltweite
biologische Tragödie auf uns zukommen. Der Mensch ist heute so zum größten Raubtier und zum
entscheidenden Evolutionsfaktor mutiert, der die Existenz aller Lebewesen – auch seine eigene –
gefährdet. Ob das Ende der Evolution, das spätestens ab Mitte des 21. Jahrhunderts ein realistisches
Szenario zu werden droht, noch aufzuhalten sein wird, darüber wird allein unser Tun in den
unmittelbar vor uns liegenden Jahrzehnten entscheiden.
  easter island head natural history museum: The Natural History of Juan Fernandez and
Easter Island: Zoology Carl Skottsberg, 1921
  easter island head natural history museum: A Guide to the Exhibition Rooms of the
Departments of Natural History and Antiquities , 1862
  easter island head natural history museum: The Survival of Easter Island Jan J. Boersema,
2015-04-13 In this book, Jan J. Boersema reconstructs the ecological and cultural history of Easter
Island and critiques the hitherto accepted theory of the collapse of its civilization. The collapse
theory, advanced most recently by Jared Diamond and Clive Ponting, is based on the documented
overexploitation of natural resources, particularly woodlands, on which Easter Island culture
depended. Deforestation is said to have led to erosion, followed by hunger, conflict, and economic
and cultural collapse. Drawing on scientific data and historical sources, including the shipping
journals of the Dutch merchant who was the first European to visit the island in 1722, Boersema
shows that deforestation did not in fact jeopardize food production and lead to starvation and
violence. On the basis of historical and scientific evidence, Boersema demonstrates how Easter
Island society responded to cultural and environmental change as it evolved and managed to
survive.
  easter island head natural history museum: Report of the National Museum United
States National Museum, 1896
  easter island head natural history museum: Lonely Planet Washington, DC Lonely Planet,
Karla Zimmerman, Amy C Balfour, Virginia Maxwell, 2018-11-01 Lonely Planet: The world's leading
travel guide publisher Lonely Planet's Washington DC is your passport to the most relevant,
up-to-date advice on what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Climb the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial to feel the grand sweep of history; explore space, dinosaurs, art and the
history of the nation in the Smithsonian museums; and grab a half-smoke at legendary Ben's Chili
Bowl. All with your trusted travel companion. Get to the heart of Washington DC and begin your
journey now! Inside Lonely Planet's Washington DC: Full colour maps and images throughout
Highlights and itineraries help you tailor your trip to your personal needs and interests Insider tips
to save time and money and get around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots Essential info
at your fingertips - hours of operation, phone numbers, websites, transit tips, prices Honest reviews
for all budgets - eating, sleeping, sightseeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that most
guidebooks miss Cultural insights provide a richer, more rewarding travel experience - covering
history, people, music, landscapes, wildlife, cuisine, politics Covers National Mall, White House
Area, Foggy Bottom, Georgetown, Capitol Hill, Southeast DC, Downtown, Penn Quarter, Dupont
Circle, Kalorama, Adams Morgan, U Street, Columbia Heights, Upper Northwest DC, Northern
Virginia The Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet's Washington DC is our most comprehensive guide to
Washington DC, and is perfect for discovering both popular and offbeat experiences. Looking for
more extensive coverage? Check out Lonely Planet's USA for an in-depth look at all the country has
to offer. About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media company and the world's
number one travel guidebook brand, providing both inspiring and trustworthy information for every
kind of traveler since 1973. Over the past four decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks
and grown a dedicated, passionate global community of travelers. You'll also find our content online,
and in mobile apps, video, 14 languages, nine international magazines, armchair and lifestyle books,
ebooks, and more. 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' - New York Times 'Lonely
Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves, it's in every traveler's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the



Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.' -
Fairfax Media (Australia) eBook Features: (Best viewed on tablet devices and smartphones)
Downloadable PDF and offline maps prevent roaming and data charges Effortlessly navigate and
jump between maps and reviews Add notes to personalise your guidebook experience Seamlessly flip
between pages Bookmarks and speedy search capabilities get you to key pages in a flash Embedded
links to recommendations' websites Zoom-in maps and images Inbuilt dictionary for quick
referencing Important Notice: The digital edition of this book may not contain all of the images
found in the physical edition.
  easter island head natural history museum: Report on the Progress and Condition of the
United States National Museum United States National Museum, 1896
  easter island head natural history museum: Uncovering Pacific Pasts Hilary Howes,
Tristen Jones, Matthew Spriggs, 2022-06-21 Objects have many stories to tell. The stories of their
makers and their uses. Stories of exchange, acquisition, display and interpretation. This book is a
collection of essays highlighting some of the collections, and their object biographies, that were
displayed in the Uncovering Pacific Pasts: Histories of Archaeology in Oceania (UPP) exhibition. The
exhibition, which opened on 1 March 2020, sought to bring together both notable and relatively
unknown Pacific material culture and archival collections from around the globe, displaying them
simultaneously in their home institutions and linked online at www.uncoveringpacificpasts.org.
Thirty‑eight collecting institutions participated in UPP, including major collecting institutions in the
United Kingdom, continental Europe and the Americas, as well as collecting institutions from across
the Pacific.
  easter island head natural history museum: Report Upon the Condition and Progress of
the U.S. National Museum During the Year Ending June 30 ... United States National Museum,
1896
  easter island head natural history museum: Nature Sir Norman Lockyer, 1889
  easter island head natural history museum: Lonely Planet New York & the Mid-Atlantic
Amy C Balfour, 2022-12 Lonely Planet�s New York & the Mid-Atlantic is our most comprehensive
guide that extensively covers all the region has to offer, with recommendations for both popular and
lesser-known experiences. Watch the world go by in New York's Central Park, hop between grand
sights and museums in Washington DC's National Mall, and explore postcard-perfect Pennsylvania
Dutch Country - all with your trusted travel companion. ; all with your trusted travel companion.
Inside Lonely Planet�s New York & the Mid-Atlantic Travel Guide: What�s NEW in this edition?
Up-to-date information - all businesses were rechecked before publication to ensure they are still
open after 2020�s COVID-19 outbreak NEW top experiences feature - a visually inspiring collection
of New York & the Mid-Atlantic�s best experiences and where to have them What's NEW feature
taps into cultural trends and helps you find fresh ideas and cool new areas NEW Accommodations
feature gathers all the information you need to plan your accommodation Highlights and itineraries
help you tailor your trip to your personal needs and interests Eating & drinking in New York & the
Mid-Atlantic - we reveal the dishes and drinks you have to try Color maps and images throughout
Insider tips to save time and money and get around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots
Honest reviews for all budgets - eating, sleeping, sightseeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that
most guidebooks miss Cultural insights give you a richer, more rewarding travel experience -
history, people, music, landscapes, wildlife, politics Over 40 maps Covers New York City, New York
State, New Jersey, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Washington, DC, West
Virginia, and more The Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet�s New York & the Mid-Atlantic, our most
comprehensive guide to the region, is perfect for both exploring top sights and taking roads less
travelled. Visiting New York City for a week or less? Lonely Planet�s Pocket New York City guide is a
handy-sized guide focused on the city�s can�t-miss experiences. About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet
is a leading travel media company, providing both inspiring and trustworthy information for every
kind of traveler since 1973. Over the past four decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks
and phrasebooks for 120 languages, and grown a dedicated, passionate global community of



travelers. You'll also find our content online, and in mobile apps, videos, 14 languages, armchair and
lifestyle books, ebooks, and more, enabling you to explore every day. 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite
simply, like no other.' � New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every
traveler's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire
generations of people how to travel the world.' � Fairfax Media (Australia)
  easter island head natural history museum: Hidden Treasures Harriet Baskas, 2013-10-01
While there are more than 15,000 museums in our country, visitors get to see only about five
percent of any institution’s collections. Most museums simply don’t have room to display everything
they’ve got. However, there are a wide variety of surprising and intriguing reasons that, for
example, the Smithsonian Institution doesn’t display its collection of condoms, Florida's Lightner
Museum locks up all but one of its shrunken heads, and a world-class stash of Japanese erotica
(shunga) art was kept in the Honolulu Museum of Art's storage until only recently. Each item or
collection included in this volume is described and placed in context with stories and interviews that
explore the historical, social, cultural, political, environmental, or other circumstances that led to
keeping that object or group of objects out of public view--the ultimate museum buff's voyeuristic
experience. Color photographs of the artifacts are included.
  easter island head natural history museum: The History of Mankind Friedrich Ratzel, 1896
  easter island head natural history museum: The Pacific Arts of Polynesia and Micronesia
Adrienne L. Kaeppler, 2008-03-27 Comprising thousands of islands and hundreds of cultural groups,
Polynesia and Micronesia cover a large part of the vast Pacific Ocean, from the dramatic mountains
of Hawaii to the small, flat coral islands of Kiribati. The Pacific Arts of Polynesia and Micronesia
offers a superb introduction to the rich artistic traditions of these two regions, traditions that have
had a considerable impact on modern western art through the influence of artists such as Gauguin.
After an introduction to Polynesian and Micronesian art separately, the book focuses on the artistic
types, styles, and concepts shared by the two island groups, thereby placing each in its wider
cultural context. From the textiles of Tonga to the canoes of Tahiti, Adrienne Kaeppler sheds light on
religious and sacred rituals and objects, carving, architecture, tattooing, personal ornaments,
basket-making, clothing, textiles, fashion, the oral arts, dance, music and musical instruments--even
canoe-construction--to provide the ultimate introduction to these rich and vibrant cultures. Each
chapter begins with a quote from an indigenous person from one of the island areas covered in the
book and features both historic and contemporary works of art. A timeline for migration into the
Pacific includes the latest information from archaeology, as well as the influx of explorers and
missionaries and important exhibitions and other artistic events. With more than one hundred
illustrations--most in full color--this volume offers a stimulating and insightful account of two
dynamic artistic cultures.
  easter island head natural history museum: Chile Jane Kohen Winter, Susan Roraff,
2012-01-15 This book provides comprehensive information on the geography, history, wildlife,
governmental structure, economy, cultural diversity, peoples, religion, and culture of Chile. All
books of the critically-acclaimed Cultures of the World� series ensure an immersive experience by
offering vibrant photographs with descriptive nonfiction narratives, and interactive activities such as
creating an authentic traditional dish from an easy-to-follow recipe. Copious maps and detailed
timelines present the past and present of the country, while exploration of the art and architecture
help your readers to understand why diversity is the spice of Life.
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