
commentary on the whole bible
**A Thoughtful Commentary on the Whole Bible: Exploring Its Depths and Meaning**

commentary on the whole bible invites readers into a vast and intricate journey through one of
the most influential texts in human history. Whether you are a scholar, a believer, or simply curious,
engaging with the Bible as a whole opens doors to understanding ancient cultures, spiritual truths,
moral teachings, and literary brilliance. This article aims to provide a comprehensive and
approachable commentary on the whole Bible, weaving together historical context, theological
insights, and practical applications.

Understanding the Bible as a Unified Story

One of the first challenges—and beauties—of a commentary on the whole Bible is recognizing it not
as a disconnected collection of books, but as a unified narrative. Spanning from Genesis to
Revelation, the Bible presents a sweeping story of creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. This
overarching framework helps readers see the connections between Old and New Testaments,
making the text come alive.

The Bible’s Two Major Testaments

The Old Testament, often called the Hebrew Bible, lays the foundation through stories of creation,
law, prophecy, and poetry. It reveals God’s covenant with Israel and sets the stage for the coming of
the Messiah. The New Testament, on the other hand, centers on the life, teachings, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, alongside letters and prophetic visions that guide the early church and
future generations.

Understanding this division is critical in a commentary on the whole Bible because it highlights how
the texts complement and fulfill one another. For instance, many prophecies in the Old Testament
find their realization in the New Testament, showing a carefully woven tapestry rather than random
writings.

Key Themes That Run Throughout the Bible

When offering a commentary on the whole Bible, it’s helpful to identify recurring themes that shape
the message and purpose of the scriptures. These themes resonate across different genres and
authors, providing spiritual and moral guidance that remains relevant today.

God’s Sovereignty and Relationship with Humanity

Throughout the Bible, God is portrayed as sovereign—creator and ruler of all. Yet, this sovereignty is



balanced by an intimate relationship with humanity. From the Garden of Eden to the letters of Paul,
the Bible shows God’s desire for fellowship, love, and righteousness among people.

Sin, Redemption, and Grace

Another central thread is the reality of human sinfulness and the need for redemption. The Bible
doesn’t shy away from depicting human failings, but it also offers hope through grace. The sacrificial
system in the Old Testament points forward to the ultimate sacrifice of Christ in the New Testament,
which brings forgiveness and new life.

Faith and Obedience

Faith is a cornerstone of biblical teaching, often demonstrated through obedience to God’s
commands. Stories like Abraham’s trust in God or the disciples’ following of Jesus illustrate that
faith is more than belief—it’s a lived experience that guides decisions and shapes character.

Exploring Different Literary Styles and Their Impact

A rich commentary on the whole Bible also appreciates the variety of literary styles present. From
historical narrative and law codes to poetry, wisdom literature, prophecy, and apocalyptic writing,
each style serves a unique purpose and demands a different reading approach.

Historical Narratives and Laws

Books like Genesis, Exodus, and Kings provide historical accounts that ground the Bible in real
events and people. The law codes, such as those found in Leviticus and Deuteronomy, establish
moral and social frameworks for the community.

Poetry and Wisdom Literature

Psalms, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes offer poetic reflections on life, worship, and human experience.
Their lyrical and often metaphorical language invites deeper meditation and personal application.

Prophecy and Apocalyptic Texts

Prophetic books like Isaiah and Jeremiah challenge social injustices and call for repentance, while
apocalyptic writings like Daniel and Revelation reveal visions of God’s ultimate plans for the world.
Understanding symbolism and historical context is key to interpreting these texts accurately.



Tips for Engaging with a Commentary on the Whole
Bible

Diving into a commentary on the whole Bible can feel overwhelming, but some practical strategies
make the journey enriching and manageable.

Start with Context: Familiarize yourself with the historical and cultural background of each
book to grasp its original meaning.

Use Cross-References: Look for connections between passages to see how themes develop
and interrelate.

Apply with Reflection: Consider how ancient teachings can be relevant to modern life
without forcing interpretations.

Engage with Different Perspectives: Explore commentaries from various traditions to gain
a broader understanding.

Be Patient: The Bible’s depth means it often reveals new insights upon multiple readings.

The Role of Commentaries in Deepening Bible Study

Commentaries serve as valuable tools to enhance understanding by providing explanations,
historical insights, and theological viewpoints. When considering a commentary on the whole Bible,
it’s important to choose resources that balance scholarly rigor with accessible language.

Many classic and contemporary commentaries break down complex passages, address difficult
questions, and connect the dots across diverse biblical texts. They help readers avoid common
pitfalls such as taking verses out of context or missing cultural nuances.

How Commentaries Handle Difficult Passages

The Bible contains challenging texts—whether due to language, cultural distance, or theological
depth. Effective commentaries offer:

Historical background and original language insights

Different interpretative approaches

Practical applications without diluting the message



This approach ensures readers don’t get stuck or frustrated but continue growing in knowledge and
faith.

Encouraging a Holistic Approach to Bible Study

A commentary on the whole Bible encourages readers to see the scriptures as a living text that
speaks to the whole person—mind, heart, and spirit. It invites exploration not just for intellectual
satisfaction but for transformation.

Whether reading about creation, the wisdom of Solomon, the prophets’ calls for justice, or the
teachings of Jesus, the Bible offers lessons that shape worldview and character. Engaging with a
comprehensive commentary can illuminate these lessons, making the ancient text resonate deeply.

In this journey, it’s helpful to remember that the Bible has been studied and loved by countless
generations. Each step taken in understanding its message adds to the collective wisdom and
experience, enriching both individual lives and communities.

Ultimately, a commentary on the whole Bible is not just about dissecting words or doctrines—it’s
about entering into a profound conversation that has inspired hope, challenged injustice, and
fostered faith for millennia. Approaching it with openness and curiosity can turn reading into a
transformative adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the importance of using a commentary when studying
the whole Bible?
Using a commentary when studying the whole Bible helps provide historical context, explains
difficult passages, and offers theological insights that enhance understanding and application of the
scriptures.

Which are some highly recommended commentaries on the
whole Bible for in-depth study?
Some highly recommended whole Bible commentaries include Matthew Henry's Commentary, The
New International Commentary on the Old and New Testament (NICOT/NICNT), and The Expositor's
Bible Commentary.

How can a whole Bible commentary assist in understanding
the connections between the Old and New Testaments?
A whole Bible commentary highlights the continuity and fulfillment of prophecies, themes, and
covenants, helping readers see how the New Testament fulfills and relates to the Old Testament
narratives and laws.



Are there commentaries on the whole Bible that are suitable
for beginners?
Yes, there are commentaries designed for beginners such as The Bible Knowledge Commentary and
The Life Application Bible Commentary, which use accessible language and practical explanations to
help new readers understand the Bible.

What role do biblical commentaries play in sermon
preparation and teaching?
Biblical commentaries provide pastors and teachers with scholarly insights, background information,
and interpretations that inform accurate and meaningful sermon preparation and Bible teaching.

Additional Resources
Commentary on the Whole Bible: An Analytical Review

commentary on the whole bible offers a comprehensive lens through which to explore one of
history’s most influential texts. The Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, spans
centuries of religious thought, culture, and moral philosophy. Engaging with a commentary on the
whole Bible demands a nuanced understanding of its historical context, literary diversity, theological
themes, and interpretative challenges. This article delves into the complexities and insights offered
by such commentaries, examining their role in biblical scholarship and religious practice.

Understanding the Scope of a Commentary on the
Whole Bible

A commentary on the whole Bible typically encompasses detailed exegesis and interpretative notes
on every book, chapter, and often verse of the biblical canon. These commentaries serve multiple
audiences—scholars, clergy, students, and lay readers—each seeking clarity on the text’s meaning,
historical backdrop, and theological implications.

Unlike single-book commentaries, a complete Bible commentary must address a wide array of
genres: historical narratives, poetry, prophecy, law, wisdom literature, gospels, epistles, and
apocalyptic writing. This diversity necessitates a multidisciplinary approach, combining archaeology,
linguistics, theology, and literary criticism.

Historical and Cultural Contexts

One of the most valuable aspects of a whole Bible commentary is its ability to situate biblical texts
within their original cultural and historical settings. For instance, understanding the socio-political
environment of ancient Israel enhances interpretation of the Old Testament laws and prophetic
writings. Similarly, recognizing the Greco-Roman world’s influence clarifies many New Testament
passages.



By unpacking the historical context, commentaries help avoid anachronistic readings and reveal the
dynamic interaction between scripture and its world. This contextualization often highlights how
biblical texts addressed contemporary issues and how those messages resonate or contrast with
modern perspectives.

Theological Themes and Interpretative Challenges

Across the Bible’s canon, recurring theological themes such as covenant, redemption, justice, and
grace emerge. A thorough commentary on the whole Bible traces these motifs from Genesis through
Revelation, providing a cohesive theological framework.

However, interpretation is not without challenges. Scriptural ambiguities, variant manuscript
traditions, and differing doctrinal stances complicate the task. Commentators often navigate
tensions between literal and allegorical readings, historical-critical methods versus faith-based
approaches, and sometimes conflicting theological traditions.

Features of Comprehensive Bible Commentaries

A high-quality commentary on the whole Bible typically incorporates several key features that
enhance its utility and credibility:

Verse-by-verse analysis: Detailed examination of language, grammar, and possible
meanings.

Cross-references: Links to related passages within the Bible to show thematic connections.

Historical background: Information on authorship, date, audience, and cultural milieu.

Textual variants: Discussion of differences among ancient manuscripts and their
implications.

Theological insights: Exploration of doctrinal interpretations and their development.

Practical application: Guidance on how passages can inform contemporary faith and ethics.

These elements combined make a commentary not only a scholarly tool but also a resource for
personal study and spiritual growth.

Comparing Popular Whole Bible Commentaries

Several renowned commentaries on the whole Bible stand out for their scholarly rigor and
accessibility. For example, the "New International Commentary on the Old and New Testament"



series is praised for its balanced academic and pastoral approach. Likewise, the "Word Biblical
Commentary" offers exhaustive linguistic and archaeological data, appealing to advanced readers.

In contrast, works like the "NIV Application Commentary" prioritize contemporary relevance,
focusing on how scripture speaks to modern life. The choice of commentary often depends on the
reader’s goals—whether academic study, sermon preparation, or devotional reading.

The Role of Commentary in Modern Biblical
Scholarship and Faith Communities

Commentary on the whole Bible continues to play a pivotal role in both academic and religious
settings. In seminaries and universities, it supports critical engagement with scripture, grounding
theological education in rigorous analysis. For faith communities, commentaries aid in delivering
sermons, conducting Bible studies, and resolving interpretative disputes.

Furthermore, digital technology has expanded access to comprehensive commentaries, with many
now available online or as part of Bible study software. This accessibility democratizes biblical
scholarship but also raises questions about the authority and quality of various sources.

Pros and Cons of Using a Commentary on the Whole Bible

Pros:

Provides historical and linguistic context that enriches understanding.

Helps clarify difficult or obscure passages.

Offers multiple interpretative perspectives, fostering critical thinking.

Supports sermon preparation and personal study with structured insights.

Cons:

Can be overwhelming due to sheer volume and detail.

Risk of relying too heavily on commentary rather than personal engagement with
scripture.

Potential bias depending on the theological stance of the commentator.

Some commentaries may be inaccessible due to academic jargon or cost.



Balancing these factors is crucial when integrating commentary into one’s study routine.

Emerging Trends in Bible Commentary

Modern commentaries increasingly incorporate interdisciplinary methodologies, including feminist,
postcolonial, and socio-rhetorical critiques. This broadens the interpretative horizon and invites
readers to consider how scripture intersects with issues of power, gender, and culture.

Additionally, multimedia formats—such as video lectures, podcasts, and interactive digital
annotations—enhance engagement and accommodate diverse learning styles. These innovations
reflect a growing recognition that commentary on the whole Bible must evolve alongside changing
educational paradigms.

Engaging with a commentary on the whole Bible, therefore, is not merely an academic exercise but a
dynamic encounter with a living text. Through careful analysis, contextual awareness, and critical
reflection, such commentaries continue to illuminate the enduring relevance of the biblical
narrative.

Commentary On The Whole Bible

  commentary on the whole bible: Matthew HenryÕs Commentary on the Whole Bible:
Volume V-I - Matthew Matthew Henry, 2018-01-05 The eleventh book in this series, this text
focuses on textual comments and believer edification of the gospel of Matthew. Although the text
isn't focused on textual research of a theological exegesis, the commentary does try to bring the
ideas and assertions made by the disciple Matthew in the days of the Messiah Jesus Christ in the
nation of Israel. This book is handy for anyone who wants to read into commentary history as well as
to get a good solid look at how the texts of Matthew apply to our lives.
  commentary on the whole bible: Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible:
Volume VI-III - Titus - Revelation Matthew Henry, 2018-01-12 The sixteenth book in this series,
this text focuses on textual comments and believer edification of the Pauline, Peter andJohannine
epistles. Although the text isn't focused on textual research of a theological exegesis, the
commentary does try to bring the ideas and assertions made by Paul, Peter and John in the first days
of the Christian church in the ancient world. This book is handy for anyone who wants to read into
commentary history as well as to get a good solid look at how the texts of Paul, Peter and John apply
to our lives.
  commentary on the whole bible: Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume I
Charles J. Ellicott, 2015-03-27 ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE is a practical
and ideal commentary for Sunday school teachers, Christian workers, Bible students, libraries, and
ministers. Each of the durably bound volumes in this handsome set is designed with an eye to the
convenience of the user. The large, double-column pages are distinctive and easy-to-read. The
helpful running commentary is always on the same page with the actual Bible text, making it simple
for the user to locate the information he or she seeks. The comments in every case are crisply
written and wonderfully practical and up-to-date. You, the user, will not have to read pages of
extraneous material to get the important information. If you ever need help for: Sunday sermons
Prayer Meeting talks Messages for Young People's Groups, etc. Sunday school lessons Personal
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Bible study Messages for special occasions you will find it in ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE
WHOLE BIBLE.
  commentary on the whole bible: Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume V (Matthew to John)
,
  commentary on the whole bible: Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible:
Volume II-I - Joshua to Second Samuel Matthew Henry,
  commentary on the whole bible: Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume VI
Charles J. Ellicott, 2015-03-30 ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE is a practical
and ideal commentary for Sunday school teachers, Christian workers, Bible students, libraries, and
ministers. Each of the durably bound volumes in this handsome set is designed with an eye to the
convenience of the user. The large, double-column pages are distinctive and easy-to-read. The
helpful running commentary is always on the same page with the actual Bible text, making it simple
for the user to locate the information he or she seeks. The comments in every case are crisply
written and wonderfully practical and up-to-date. You, the user, will not have to read pages of
extraneous material to get the important information. If you ever need help for: Sunday sermons
Prayer Meeting talks Messages for Young People's Groups, etc. Sunday school lessons Personal
Bible study Messages for special occasions you will find it in ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE
WHOLE BIBLE.
  commentary on the whole bible: Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume II
Charles J. Ellicott, 2015-03-27 ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE is a practical
and ideal commentary for Sunday school teachers, Christian workers, Bible students, libraries, and
ministers. Each of the durably bound volumes in this handsome set is designed with an eye to the
convenience of the user. The large, double-column pages are distinctive and easy-to-read. The
helpful running commentary is always on the same page with the actual Bible text, making it simple
for the user to locate the information he or she seeks. The comments in every case are crisply
written and wonderfully practical and up-to-date. You, the user, will not have to read pages of
extraneous material to get the important information. If you ever need help for: Sunday sermons
Prayer Meeting talks Messages for Young People's Groups, etc. Sunday school lessons Personal
Bible study Messages for special occasions you will find it in ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE
WHOLE BIBLE.
  commentary on the whole bible: Ellicott's Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume IV
Charles J. Ellicott, 2016-07-28 ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE is a practical
and ideal commentary for Sunday school teachers, Christian workers, Bible students, libraries, and
ministers. Each of the durably bound volumes in this handsome set is designed with an eye to the
convenience of the user. The large, double-column pages are distinctive and easy-to-read. The
helpful running commentary is always on the same page with the actual Bible text, making it simple
for the user to locate the information he or she seeks. The comments in every case are crisply
written and wonderfully practical and up-to-date. You, the user, will not have to read pages of
extraneous material to get the important information. If you ever need help for: Sunday sermons
Prayer Meeting talks Messages for Young People's Groups, etc. Sunday school lessons Personal
Bible study Messages for special occasions you will find it in ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE
WHOLE BIBLE.
  commentary on the whole bible: Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary on the Whole
Bible Matthew Henry, 2003-05 The best of Matthew Henry's spiritual insights are collected into one
complete volume. Illustrations.
  commentary on the whole bible: A Commentary on the Whole Bible Matthew Henry, 1927
  commentary on the whole bible: Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible
Matthew Henry, 2009-06-10 The Most Popular Commentary Ever Written in a Modern, Easy-to-Read
Edition. First among the mighty (commentaries) for general usefulness we are bound to mention the
man whose name is a household word, Matthew Henry. He is the most pious and pithy, sound and
sensible, suggestive and sober, terse and trustworthy . . . he is deeply spiritual, heavenly, profitable;



finding good matter in every text, and from all deducting the most practical and judicious lessons . . .
It is the Christian's companion, suitable to everybody, instructive to all. Charles H. Spurgeon From
Genesis to Revelation, Matthew Henry successfully combines practical application, devotional
insight, and scholarship on the entire Bible. Henry has profound insights on the content, message
and nature of God's divine revelation. Perfect for all readers of the Bible who want a comprehensive
commentary. Modern easy-to-read modern type with Scripture passages in bold Complete and
unabridged in 6 volumes Includes The Life of Matthew Henry by J. B. Williams Entirely faithful to the
original
  commentary on the whole bible: Commentary on the Whole Bible Matthew Henry, 1706
  commentary on the whole bible: A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures Johann Peter Lange,
1865
  commentary on the whole bible: Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume IV
Charles J. Ellicott, 2016-07-28 ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE is a practical
and ideal commentary for Sunday school teachers, Christian workers, Bible students, libraries, and
ministers. Each of the durably bound volumes in this handsome set is designed with an eye to the
convenience of the user. The large, double-column pages are distinctive and easy-to-read. The
helpful running commentary is always on the same page with the actual Bible text, making it simple
for the user to locate the information he or she seeks. The comments in every case are crisply
written and wonderfully practical and up-to-date. You, the user, will not have to read pages of
extraneous material to get the important information. If you ever need help for: Sunday sermons
Prayer Meeting talks Messages for Young People's Groups, etc. Sunday school lessons Personal
Bible study Messages for special occasions you will find it in ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE
WHOLE BIBLE.
  commentary on the whole bible: Ellicott's Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume III Charles
J. Ellicott, 2016-07-28 ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE is a practical and ideal
commentary for Sunday school teachers, Christian workers, Bible students, libraries, and ministers.
Each of the durably bound volumes in this handsome set is designed with an eye to the convenience
of the user. The large, double-column pages are distinctive and easy-to-read. The helpful running
commentary is always on the same page with the actual Bible text, making it simple for the user to
locate the information he or she seeks. The comments in every case are crisply written and
wonderfully practical and up-to-date. You, the user, will not have to read pages of extraneous
material to get the important information. If you ever need help for: Sunday sermons Prayer Meeting
talks Messages for Young People's Groups, etc. Sunday school lessons Personal Bible study
Messages for special occasions you will find it in ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE
BIBLE.
  commentary on the whole bible: Ellicott's Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume VIII
Charles J. Ellicott, 2015-04-03 ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE is a practical
and ideal commentary for Sunday school teachers, Christian workers, Bible students, libraries, and
ministers. Each of the durably bound volumes in this handsome set is designed with an eye to the
convenience of the user. The large, double-column pages are distinctive and easy-to-read. The
helpful running commentary is always on the same page with the actual Bible text, making it simple
for the user to locate the information he or she seeks. The comments in every case are crisply
written and wonderfully practical and up-to-date. You, the user, will not have to read pages of
extraneous material to get the important information. If you ever need help for: Sunday sermons
Prayer Meeting talks Messages for Young People's Groups, etc. Sunday school lessons Personal
Bible study Messages for special occasions you will find it in ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE
WHOLE BIBLE.
  commentary on the whole bible: Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible Matthew
Henry, 1961
  commentary on the whole bible: The MacArthur Bible Commentary John F. MacArthur,
2005-05-08 Unleashing God's Truth, One Verse At A Time Serious students of Scripture can easily



lose their focus among the many Bible commentaries available today, studying for hours yet
discovering no meaningful application of God's eternal truth. This one-volume commentary on the
entire Bible from one of America's foremost Bible expositors offers instead a minilibrary of
understandable resources designed to convey the Bible's overarching message with historical and
theological clarity. Pastor and teacher John MacArthur covers the complete Bible—every passage of
the Old and New Testaments, phrase by phrase—in this valuable one-volume resource. Hundreds of
additional study tools complement the commentary, such as Word studies Charts, graphs, and brief
articles Overviews of each major division of the Bible Introductions to each biblical book A summary
of essential Christian theology Special sections on Jesus's life and ministry Harmonies of historical
writings Guidance in studying, applying, and teaching God's Word Readers benefit from the
coherence a single commentator provides, finding faithful, understandable, and relevant resources
for any passage from the entire Bible. Consistent elements include exploring God's character; seeing
Christ in all Scripture; and identifying key doctrines, vital people, and touchstone Scripture
passages. The MacArthur Bible Commentary offers pastors, Bible teachers, serious Bible readers,
and anyone seeking to read and understand the Scriptures a way to focus their studies while still
seeing the entire Bible's application to the Christian life.
  commentary on the whole bible: Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible 6
Volumes Unabridged Matthew Henry, 2020-10-06 This work by one of the great commentators of
the past is required reading for every student of the Bible. This book covers the entire Bible and
includes all six volumes of Matthew Henry's work and is unabridged.
  commentary on the whole bible: Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary on the Whole Bible
Matthew Henry, 2000-03 Matthew Henry had the rare ability to express profound spiritual insights
with simplicity and eloquence. Over the years his writings have been read for both their scholarship
and devotion, and none more than the classic Commentary on the Whole Bible. Now you can read
the very best of Matthew Henry in this new edition of his famous commentary. A valuable source of
reference and sermon material with a clear modern typeface, this classic is a treasure for pastors,
students, Bible teachers, and devotional readers alike!
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