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The Secret Life of Walter Mitty by James Thurber: Exploring Daydreams and Reality

the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber is a timeless short story that has captivated readers for
decades with its witty portrayal of escapism and the power of imagination. Written by James Thurber and
first published in 1939, this narrative delves into the mind of an ordinary man who retreats into a world of
vivid daydreams to cope with the banality and pressures of everyday life. It’s a tale that resonates with
anyone who’s ever sought refuge in fantasy, making it an enduring piece in American literature.

The Origins and Context of The Secret Life of Walter Mitty by
James Thurber

James Thurber was a prominent American cartoonist, author, and humorist known for his unique style of
blending satire with subtle human insights. “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” was first featured in The
New Yorker magazine, quickly gaining popularity for its humorous yet poignant take on the contrast
between mundane reality and extravagant fantasy.

Who Was Walter Mitty?

Walter Mitty is not just a character but a symbol of the everyday dreamer. In the story, Mitty is portrayed
as a mild-mannered, somewhat henpecked man who slips into elaborate daydreams where he imagines
himself as a hero — a fearless pilot, a skilled surgeon, or a daring fugitive. These fantasies sharply contrast
with his real-life persona, where he is often passive and overshadowed by his overbearing wife.

Historical and Literary Significance

The story emerged during a time when America was grappling with the Great Depression and looming
war, reflecting a collective desire for escapism. Thurber’s use of humor and fantasy speaks to the universal
human urge to break free from the constraints of daily life. Over time, “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”
has become a classic study in character psychology and narrative innovation, frequently analyzed in
literary studies.



Exploring Themes in The Secret Life of Walter Mitty by James
Thurber

What makes this story so compelling are the layers of themes Thurber weaves into a relatively short
narrative. Each theme invites readers to reflect on their own lives and the delicate balance between
dreams and reality.

Escapism and Fantasy

At its core, the story is a commentary on escapism — how Walter Mitty uses his daydreams as a
psychological escape hatch. His fantasies are not just idle thoughts; they’re vivid and detailed scenarios
where he assumes control and power, qualities he lacks in his waking life. This theme resonates today, as
many people engage in their own forms of mental escape, whether through books, movies, or simply
imagining alternate realities.

The Mundanity of Everyday Life

Thurber masterfully contrasts Mitty’s exciting inner world with the dullness of his external existence.
Walter’s real life is filled with small frustrations, including nagging from his wife and menial errands,
which highlight the stark difference between who he is and who he wishes to be. This tension between
reality and fantasy invites readers to examine their own dissatisfaction and the role daydreams play in
coping with it.

Identity and Self-Perception

Walter Mitty’s secret life also explores how individuals perceive themselves versus how society perceives
them. His daydreams offer him a sense of identity and purpose that his real life denies. This theme opens
up questions about self-worth, confidence, and the masks people wear in various social roles.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques in The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty

James Thurber’s writing style in “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” is notable for its simplicity and sharp
wit. The story’s structure, language, and use of humor all contribute to its lasting appeal.



Concise and Vivid Prose

Thurber’s prose is economical yet evocative. He paints Walter Mitty’s daydreams with just enough detail to
spark vivid images in the reader’s mind without overwhelming the narrative. This balance keeps the story
brisk and engaging while allowing the imagination to fill in the gaps.

Juxtaposition and Contrast

The story frequently shifts between Mitty’s fantasies and his real-life interactions, creating a rhythmic
contrast that highlights the disparity between the two worlds. This technique not only drives the narrative
but also deepens the emotional impact, inviting readers to empathize with Mitty’s plight.

Humor and Satire

Thurber’s humor is gentle but pointed. It satirizes not only the character of Walter Mitty but also the
societal norms that stifle individuality. The exaggerated daydreams are both funny and revealing, serving
as a critique of the mundane roles people are often confined to.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact of The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty

The enduring popularity of “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” has inspired several adaptations and
references in popular culture, cementing its place beyond the literary world.

Film Adaptations

The story has been adapted into films multiple times, most notably in 1947 and again in 2013 starring Ben
Stiller. The latter adaptation expands the story into a full-length feature, exploring Walter’s journey from a
daydreamer to someone who actively seeks adventure in real life. This shift reflects contemporary
audiences’ fascination with self-discovery and breaking free from routine.

Influence on Popular Culture



Walter Mitty’s name has become synonymous with someone who retreats into elaborate fantasies, often
used in psychological and social discussions about escapism. The story’s cultural footprint is vast, influencing
everything from literature and film to psychology and everyday language.

Why The Secret Life of Walter Mitty by James Thurber Still
Matters Today

In an age dominated by digital distractions and fast-paced living, the themes in “The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty” remain remarkably relevant. The story invites readers to reflect on their own desires for adventure
and meaning beyond the everyday grind.

The Power of Imagination

Walter Mitty’s daydreams remind us of the importance of imagination as a tool not just for escape but for
envisioning possibilities. In creative fields, education, and even problem-solving, imagination sparks
innovation and personal growth.

Balancing Dreams with Reality

While daydreaming can be beneficial, Thurber’s story also subtly warns against losing oneself entirely in
fantasy. The challenge lies in finding a healthy balance — using dreams to inspire real-world action rather
than as a permanent refuge.

Empathy for the Quiet and Overlooked

Walter Mitty represents the countless individuals who feel invisible or powerless in their daily lives. By
giving voice to such a character, Thurber encourages empathy and understanding, reminding us that
everyone harbors inner worlds rich with hopes and struggles.

Tips for Readers and Educators Exploring The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty

Whether you’re reading the story for personal enjoyment or teaching it in a classroom, there are ways to



deepen your engagement with Thurber’s work.

Analyze Character Motivations: Consider why Walter retreats into his fantasies and what they reveal
about his personality and circumstances.

Compare Reality vs. Fantasy: Track the transitions between Walter’s daydreams and real scenes to
understand the narrative flow and thematic contrasts.

Discuss Symbolism: Explore how objects or actions in the story—like the shooting of the gun or the
driving scenes—symbolize larger themes.

Connect to Modern Life: Reflect on how contemporary readers relate to Walter’s escapism in the
context of social media, virtual realities, and modern stressors.

Creative Writing Prompts: Encourage writing your own short story inspired by Walter Mitty’s
style of blending fantasy and reality.

Engaging with “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty by James Thurber” offers a rich literary experience that
transcends time and culture. Its exploration of human psychology, humor, and the universal desire for a
more exciting life keeps readers returning to it again and again, inviting each generation to find a bit of
themselves in Walter’s secret life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' by James
Thurber?
The main theme is the contrast between fantasy and reality, highlighting Walter Mitty's escapism through
vivid daydreams to cope with his mundane and controlled real life.

Who is Walter Mitty in James Thurber's story?
Walter Mitty is the protagonist, a mild-mannered man who frequently escapes his dull life by indulging in
heroic and adventurous daydreams.

How does James Thurber use humor in 'The Secret Life of Walter



Mitty'?
Thurber uses irony and absurdity in Walter Mitty's daydreams contrasted with his ordinary real life to
create a humorous and satirical effect on the nature of escapism.

What is the significance of Walter Mitty's daydreams in the story?
Walter Mitty's daydreams represent his desire for control, bravery, and excitement, contrasting with his
passive and submissive behavior in reality.

How does the setting influence Walter Mitty's character in the story?
The mundane and somewhat oppressive setting of Walter Mitty's daily life emphasizes his dissatisfaction
and fuels his imaginative escapes to more thrilling and empowering scenarios.

What message does James Thurber convey through 'The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty'?
Thurber conveys the message about the human need for escapism and imagination, suggesting that
daydreams can provide relief and a sense of identity when reality feels limiting or dull.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Allure of “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by James Thurber

the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber stands as a seminal work in 20th-century American
literature, blending wit, imagination, and subtle social commentary into a compact yet deeply resonant
short story. First published in The New Yorker in 1939, Thurber’s narrative explores the contrast between
mundane reality and vivid fantasy through the escapades of its eponymous protagonist. Over the decades,
this piece has transcended its original print medium, influencing popular culture and inspiring adaptations,
yet its core themes and stylistic nuances remain ripe for critical exploration.

Exploring the Narrative and Themes of “The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty”

At its heart, “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by James Thurber chronicles the daydreams of Walter
Mitty, an unassuming man who escapes the blandness of his everyday life by retreating into heroic and
adventurous fantasies. The story’s structure alternates between Mitty’s real-world interactions and his
vivid inner reveries, which include imagined scenarios such as a daring pilot, a skilled surgeon, and a



courtroom hero. This duality serves as a device to expose the gap between personal aspirations and societal
realities.

Thurber’s portrayal taps into universal themes of escapism, identity, and dissatisfaction. Walter Mitty’s
fantasies are not mere flights of fancy but responses to his perceived limitations and the emasculating effects
of domestic and social mundanity. The narrative subtly critiques mid-century American life, highlighting
the tension between individual desires and societal expectations, particularly the pressures placed on men
to conform to rigid roles.

Characterization and Psychological Depth

Walter Mitty is crafted as an everyman figure whose meekness and passivity in real life contrast sharply
with his assertiveness and competence in daydreams. This dichotomy underscores the psychological
complexity of the character. Through Walter, Thurber delves into the human need for recognition and
significance, revealing how fantasy can function as a coping mechanism in the face of frustration or
insignificance.

The story’s brevity belies its depth; Mitty’s internal world is richly imagined, and the narrative voice
maintains a delicate balance between humor and pathos. The subtle shifts between reality and fantasy are
handled with deft precision, inviting readers to empathize with Mitty’s plight without mocking it
outright.

Stylistic Elements and Literary Techniques

Thurber’s writing style in “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” is notable for its economy, wit, and sharp
dialogue. The seamless transitions between Walter’s real life and his fantasies are achieved through concise
scene changes often marked by a change in tone or setting. This technique enhances reader engagement
by maintaining narrative momentum while emphasizing the contrast between the two worlds.

The story employs irony extensively. For instance, while Mitty imagines himself as a fearless navy
commander or a brilliant surgeon, his actual life involves being chided by his wife or performing trivial
errands. This ironic juxtaposition not only adds humor but also deepens the thematic exploration of escapism
and dissatisfaction.

The Cultural Impact and Adaptations of “The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty”



Since its publication, “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by James Thurber has resonated across generations,
influencing a variety of media formats and cultural conversations. Its themes of yearning for a more
exciting existence and the power of imagination have universal appeal, making it a frequent subject of
adaptation and reinterpretation.

Film Adaptations and Interpretive Variations

The story’s most notable adaptations are its two major film versions, released in 1947 and 2013. The 1947
film, starring Danny Kaye, expanded on Thurber’s original text with additional comedic elements and
musical numbers, reflecting mid-20th-century cinematic trends.

The 2013 adaptation, directed by and starring Ben Stiller, takes a more modern and expansive approach.
While retaining the basic premise of the original story, this version extends Walter’s fantasies into a
narrative about personal transformation and adventure. It incorporates contemporary themes such as self-
discovery and the search for meaning in a digital age, reflecting evolving audience sensibilities.

These adaptations illustrate how Thurber’s original work serves as a flexible foundation for exploring
human imagination, highlighting its enduring relevance.

Legacy in Literature and Popular Culture

“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” has become synonymous with the concept of daydreaming or escapism
itself, with the character’s name entering common parlance as shorthand for someone who lives in a fantasy
world. This linguistic legacy underscores the story’s deep penetration into cultural consciousness.

In literary circles, the story is often cited as a prime example of early 20th-century American short fiction
that combines humor with psychological insight. Its influence can be discerned in subsequent works that
explore similar themes of identity, escapism, and the divide between internal desires and external realities.

Analyzing the Story’s Enduring Appeal: A Critical Perspective

One of the primary reasons “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by James Thurber remains relevant is its
universal exploration of human psychology. The balance Thurber strikes between comedy and melancholy
resonates with readers who recognize the tension between their dreams and daily existence.

The story’s accessibility in both language and theme allows it to reach diverse audiences. Its brevity makes
it a popular choice in educational settings for discussions on narrative technique, characterization, and
thematic development. Additionally, the story’s layered narrative invites repeated readings and varied



interpretations, enriching its academic and cultural value.

Pros and Cons of Thurber’s Approach

Pros: Thurber’s economical prose and sharp wit provide a memorable reading experience that is both
entertaining and thought-provoking. The duality of Walter Mitty’s character allows for rich
psychological interpretation, and the story’s humor ensures it remains engaging.

Cons: Some critics argue that the story’s brevity limits character development outside of Walter’s
fantasies, and the lack of detailed background on Mitty’s domestic life may leave certain narrative
gaps. Additionally, the story’s gender dynamics have been scrutinized in modern readings, as Mitty’s
wife is portrayed somewhat stereotypically.

Despite these critiques, the story’s strengths far outweigh its limitations, making it a cornerstone of
American short fiction.

Comparisons with Contemporary Works

When placed alongside other 1930s literary works, Thurber’s story stands out for its unique blend of humor
and psychological insight. Unlike the often stark realism of contemporaries like John Steinbeck or Ernest
Hemingway, Thurber employs fantasy as a narrative device to explore internal conflict. This approach
aligns with modernist tendencies to probe the subconscious but does so with a distinctly light touch.

Moreover, “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” anticipates later 20th-century explorations of male identity
and midlife crisis, themes that would become prominent in literature and film in subsequent decades.

The story’s influence can be traced in later works that juxtapose internal fantasy with external reality, such
as Philip Roth’s “Goodbye, Columbus” or even cinematic narratives like “Fight Club,” where the tension
between imagined selves and actual lives drives the plot.

The lasting charm of “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by James Thurber lies in its evocative portrayal of
a man caught between the drudgery of routine and the thrilling possibilities of imagination. Its layered
narrative, cultural resonance, and insightful characterization ensure that it continues to inspire readers,
writers, and filmmakers alike.
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  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: The Secret Life of Walter Mitty James
Thurber, 2008 A henpecked husband copes with the frustrations of his dull life by imagining he is a
fearless airplane pilot, a brilliant doctor, and other dashing figures.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: How does the movie "The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty" (2013) cinematically and stylistically convey the feeling of freedom,
independence and a great journey? Marcel Wolf, 2020-04-21 Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2014 im
Fachbereich Anglistik - Literatur, Note: 2,0, Otto-Friedrich-Universität Bamberg, Veranstaltung:
Travel Writing, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: In the year 2013, actor and director Ben Stiller adapted
the popular short story “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” from James Thurber for the big screen. In
order to bring the story about a chronic day-dreamer who sets out to experience amazing adventures
to life, Stiller uses almost every resources modern cinema has to offer. This term paper enters into
the question with the help of which stylistic and cinematic devices the movie The Secret Life Walter
Mitty (2013), in its moments of the protagonist's travels, conveys the feeling of a great journey and
furthermore gives the viewer a sense of independence and freedom. It was created as part of the
seminar Travel Writing in the winter semester 2013/14 at the University of Bamberg. To first outline
a theoretical basis for the analysis, the relevant methods of film analysis, with a strong emphasis on
the individual construction elements of film (camera, music, lighting, etc.), are explained. Since a
movie, according to Faulstich, is always an “aesthetic product” and is therefore considered as being
“literature”, sub chapter 1.2 concludes the ideas of the literary genre of travel writing so that an
analogy between recurring motives and themes from the genre can be highlighted in the movie. In
chapter 2, the previously presented subject matters of film analysis are displayed and analyzed in
selected scenes of the movie which aim at the creation of the before mentioned sentiments. Chapter
3 summarizes the results of the analysis.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Die deutsche Kurzgeschichte der
Gegenwart Manfred Durzak, 2002
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: LIFE , 1947-08-04 LIFE Magazine is the
treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the
largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse,
search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post
images for personal use.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: The Last Conceptual Revolution Eric
Gander, 1999-01-01 A critique of Rorty's own provocative political philosophy, as well as an in-depth
look at both the issues concerning the relationship between the public and the private, and
arguments on the role of reason in liberal political discourse generally.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: LIFE , 1947-08-04 LIFE Magazine is the
treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the
largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse,
search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post
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largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse,
search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post
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  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Warum wir Filme schauen – und wie sie
uns verändern Rudolf Pölking, 2025-08-29 Filmerlebnisse prägen uns. Filme sprechen sehr viele
Teile unserer Persönlichkeit an. Während des Schauens werden unterschiedliche innerpsychische,
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Fokus der Öffentlichkeit. Dass Medienwelten uns verändern, gilt als weitgehend unbestritten. Doch
worauf beruht diese Wirkung und welche Folgen hat sie, insbesondere solche, die bislang wenig
Beachtung finden? Dieses Buch geht diesen Fragen nach. Es beleuchtet die Vielfalt innerer und
äußerer Wirkmechanismen, die beim Filmgenuss aktiv werden. Eine mögliche Konsequenz der
neuen virtuellen Welten kann Mediensucht sein. Weitreichender jedoch ist der kulturelle Wandel,
der sich durch unsere zunehmende Hinwendung zu Filmwelten und sozialen Medien vollzieht – eine
Zeitenwende, deren Dynamik gerade erst beginnt.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Fantastic Worlds Eric S. Rabkin,
1979-06-07 As the first international anthology to cover the entire scope of fantastic narrative,
Fantastic Worlds presents over fifty tales, myths, and stories, ranging from Genesis to Ovid, Hans
Christian Andersen to J.R.R. Tolkien, Edgar Allan Poe to James Thurber, and Franz Kafka to Italo
Calvino. Including tales of fairies and elves, ghost stories, high fantasy, and stories of social criticism
and the conflict between science and religion, this volume presents a diverse selection of writings
that all share the same capacity to liberate the human spirit through the wild mental acrobatics of
fantasy.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Secret Lives of Walter Mitty and of James
Thurber James Thurber, 2006
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Entwurf einer Theorie des literarischen
Gebildes Horst-Jürgen Gerigk, 2019-01-14 Keine ausführliche Beschreibung für Entwurf einer
Theorie des literarischen Gebildes verfügbar.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Laughter and Liberation Harvey Mindess,
2017-07-05 Laughter and Liberation is based on the idea that humor is an agent of psychological
liberation. Since we are able to include every kind of wit and humor under the umbrella of this
thesis, it amounts to an informal, comprehensive theory of the ludicrous. Briefly put, the theory
proposes that the most fundamental function of humor is its power to release us from the inhibitions
and restrictions under which we live our daily lives.The quest for laughter is as old as man himself
Egyptian pharaohs and Roman emperors went to great lengths to amuse themselves, as did the
monarchs of medieval Europe with court jesters. Our speech and literature abound with references
to humor such as: Laugh and the world laughs with you, cry and you cry alone, He who laughs last
laughs best, All the world loves a clown, Laugh if you are wise, and A good laugh is sunshine in the
house.In Laughter and Liberation, Harvey Mindess tells us how laughter and our sense of humor
work. He gives us the background of several well-known humorists Steve Allen, Richard Armour,
Sholom Aleichem and explains his theory of how and why they have become expert in making others
laugh.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Billboard , 1964-12-26 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: The Literary Filmography Leonard
Mustazza, 2006-05-17 From the very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily
upon literature as the foundation for their movie material. Well-known literary works such as
Dickens’s A Christmas Carol and Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent
era, as were such books as Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation.
In recent years, Nick Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary
novels were the basis for popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language
works that have been adapted as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both
fiction and non-fiction), short stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are
arranged alphabetically by literary title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each
entry includes the original work’s title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief
plot summary. Information on film adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director,



screenwriter, principal cast and the names of the characters they portray, major awards, and
availability in the most common formats (DVD, VHS), is also offered.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: American Literature on Stage and
Screen Thomas S. Hischak, 2014-01-10 The 525 notable works of 19th and 20th century American
fiction in this reference book have many stage, movie, television, and video adaptations. Each
literary work is described and then every adaptation is examined with a discussion of how accurate
the version is and how well it succeeds in conveying the spirit of the original in a different medium.
In addition to famous novels and short stories by authors such as Nathaniel Hawthorne, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, and Willa Cather, many bestsellers, mysteries, children's books, young adult books,
horror novels, science fiction, detective stories, and sensational potboilers from the past two
centuries are examined.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang
and Unconventional English Tom Dalzell, Terry Victor, 2015-06-26 Booklist Top of the List
Reference Source The heir and successor to Eric Partridge's brilliant magnum opus, The Dictionary
of Slang and Unconventional English, this two-volume New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English is the definitive record of post WWII slang. Containing over 60,000 entries,
this new edition of the authoritative work on slang details the slang and unconventional English of
the English-speaking world since 1945, and through the first decade of the new millennium, with the
same thorough, intense, and lively scholarship that characterized Partridge's own work. Unique,
exciting and, at times, hilariously shocking, key features include: unprecedented coverage of World
English, with equal prominence given to American and British English slang, and entries included
from Australia, New Zealand, Canada, India, South Africa, Ireland, and the Caribbean emphasis on
post-World War II slang and unconventional English published sources given for each entry, often
including an early or significant example of the term’s use in print. hundreds of thousands of
citations from popular literature, newspapers, magazines, movies, and songs illustrating usage of the
headwords dating information for each headword in the tradition of Partridge, commentary on the
term’s origins and meaning New to this edition: A new preface noting slang trends of the last five
years Over 1,000 new entries from the US, UK and Australia New terms from the language of social
networking Many entries now revised to include new dating, new citations from written sources and
new glosses The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is a spectacular
resource infused with humour and learning – it’s rude, it’s delightful, and it’s a prize for anyone with
a love of language.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: The Complete Idiot's Guide to American
Literature Laurie Rozakis, 1999-08-01 You're no idiot, of course. You know that Samuel Clemens had
a better-known pen name, Moby Dick is a famous whale, and the Raven only said,Nevermore. But
when it comes to understanding the great works of Mark Twain, Herman Melville, and Edgar Allan
Poe, you'd rather rent the videos than head to your local library. Don't tear up your library card yet!
The Complete Idiot's Guide® to American Literature teaches you all about the rich tradition of
American prose and poetry, so you can fully appreciate its magnificent diversity.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Major Characters in American Fiction Jack
Salzman, Pamela Wilkinson, 2014-09-23 Major Characters in American Fiction is the perfect
companion for everyone who loves literature--students, book-group members, and serious readers at
every level. Developed at Columbia University's Center for American Culture Studies, Major
Characters in American Fiction offers in-depth essays on the lives of more than 1,500 characters,
figures as varied in ethnicity, class, sexual orientation, age, and experience as we are. Inhabiting
fictional works written from 1790 to 1991, the characters are presented in biographical essays that
tell each one's life story. They are drawn from novels and short stories that represent ever era,
genre, and style of American fiction writing--Natty Bumppo of The Leatherstocking Tales, Celie of
The Color Purple, and everyone in between.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Creativity and Anxiety: Making, Meaning,
Experience Gavin Goodwin, 2023-03-16 Anxiety is perhaps the defining psychological malady of our



age, whereas creativity is seen as an almost unassailable good, its importance heralded and
promoted in a range of disciplines and domains. A number of diverse thinkers and researchers have
tried to unpick the relationship between anxiety and creativity, and this short book explores and
connects some of their ideas and findings. Drawing on psychoanalysis and neuroscience, existential
psychology and mindfulness, literary studies and philosophy, this book places a range of different
disciplines in dialogue. It explores how creativity and anxiety might impact one another, and argues
for the importance of establishing a diverse and inclusive cultural space which everyone can draw
from and contribute to.
  the secret life of walter mitty by james thurber: Jacques Derrida Nicholas Royle,
2003-09-02 With a special focus on Derrida's relevance for literary and cultural studies, this text
offers invaluable advice on reading Derrida's texts and guidance on the vast range of criticism
responses to his work.
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