HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY

How To WRITE AN OBITUARY: A THOUGHTFUL GUIDE TO HONORING A LoVED ONE

HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY IS A QUESTION MANY FACE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME. CRAFTING AN OBITUARY IS BOTH A
RESPONSIBILITY AND A TRIBUTE—IT’S A WAY TO HONOR THE LIFE OF SOMEONE WHO HAS PASSED AWAY WHILE INFORMING
FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND THE COMMUNITY OF THEIR PASSING. ALTHOUGH IT MIGHT FEEL OVERWHELMING OR EMOTIONAL, WRITING AN
OBITUARY CAN BE A MEANINGFUL PROCESS THAT HELPS PRESERVE MEMORIES AND CELEBRATE A PERSON’S UNIQUE JOURNEY.

UNDERSTANDING THE BASICS OF OBITUARY WRITING AND KNOWING WHAT ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE CAN MAKE THIS TASK MORE
APPROACHABLE. THIS GUIDE WILL WALK YOU THROUGH THE ESSENTIAL STEPS, OFFER HELPFUL TIPS, AND EXPLORE THE NUANCES
OF CREATING A HEARTFELT OBITUARY THAT TRULY CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF YOUR LOVED ONE.

WHAT Is AN OBITUARY AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

AN OBITUARY IS A PUBLIC NOTICE ANNOUNCING A PERSON’S DEATH, TYPICALLY PUBLISHED IN NEXWWSPAPERS, ONLINE MEMORIALS,
OR FUNERAL HOME WEBSITES. BEYOND ITS INFORMATIVE ROLE, AN OBITUARY SERVES AS A LASTING TRIBUTE TO THE DECEASED,
REFLECTING THEIR PERSONALITY, ACHIEVEMENTS, AND THE IMPACT THEY HAD ON OTHERS.

WRITING AN OBITUARY IS A WAY TO SHARE THE STORY OF A LIFE LIVED, PROVIDE DETAILS ABOUT FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL

SERVICES, AND OFFER COMFORT TO THOSE GRIEVING BY CELEBRATING THE PERSON’S LEGACY. IT ALSO SERVES AS A HISTORICAL
RECORD THAT FAMILY MEMBERS AND FUTURE GENERATIONS CAN LOOK BACK ON.

Key ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE WHEN WRITING AN OBITUARY

W/HEN LEARNING HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY, IT’S HELPFUL TO KNOW THE STANDARD COMPONENTS THAT MOST OBITUARIES
CONTAIN. THESE ELEMENTS CREATE A COMPREHENSIVE PICTURE OF THE PERSON’S LIFE AND PASSING.

BASIC INFORMATION

START BY INCLUDING:

- FULL NAME OF THE DECEASED, INCLUDING ANY NICKNAMES
- AGE AT THE TIME OF DEATH

- DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH

- DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH

THIS INFORMATION GROUNDS THE OBITUARY AND PROVIDES ESSENTIAL FACTS FOR READERS.

BioGrRAPHICAL DETAILS

HERE, YOU CAN INCLUDE:

- CAREER HIGHLIGHTS OR PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS

- EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

- MILITARY SERVICE IF APPLICABLE

- MEMBERSHIPS IN ORGANIZATIONS OR CLUBS

- HOBBIES, PASSIONS, OR INTERESTS THAT DEFINED THE PERSON



THESE DETAILS HELP PAINT A FULLER PICTURE OF WHO THE PERSON WAS BEYOND BASIC FACTS.

FAMILY INFORMATION

LISTING SURVIVING FAMILY MEMBERS AND THOSE WHO PRECEDED THE DECEASED IN DEATH IS CUSTOMARY. THIS USUALLY
INCLUDES:

- SPOUSE OR PARTNER

- CHILDREN AND THEIR SPOUSES

- GRANDCHILDREN

- SIBLINGS

- SOMETIMES CLOSE FRIENDS OR CARETAKERS WHO WERE LIKE FAMILY

MENTIONING FAMILY CONNECTIONS HONORS THOSE RELATIONSHIPS AND CAN HELP READERS RECOGNIZE TIES.

SERVICE INFORMATION

PROVIDE DETAILS ABOUT FUNERAL, MEMORIAL, OR CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICES, INCLUDING:
- DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION OF THE SERVICE
- WHETHER THE SERVICE IS PUBLIC OR PRIVATE

- ANY SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS (E.G./ DONATIONS IN LIEU OF FLO\X/ERS)

THIS ALLOWS THOSE WISHING TO PAY THEIR RESPECTS TO KNOW HOW AND WHEN TO PARTICIPATE.

PersoNAL TOUCHES

ToO TRULY MAKE AN OBITUARY STAND OUT, CONSIDER ADDING:

- A BRIEF ANECDOTE OR STORY THAT REFLECTS THE PERSON’S CHARACTER
- FAVORITE QUOTES, SAYINGS, OR SCRIPTURES

- EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE TOWARD CAREGIVERS OR MEDICAL STAFF

- SPECIAL MESSAGES OR DEDICATIONS

THESE TOUCHES ADD WARMTH AND INDIVIDUALITY, MAKING THE OBITUARY MORE MEMORABLE.

How To WRITE AN OBITUARY: STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS

KNOWING WHERE TO START CAN MAKE THE PROCESS SMOOTHER. FOLLOW THESE STEPS TO WRITE AN OBITUARY THAT FEELS
AUTHENTIC AND RESPECTFUL.

STeP 1: GATHER INFORMATION

COLLECT ALL RELEVANT DETAILS BEFORE YOU BEGIN WRITING. THIS MIGHT INVOLVE:

- TALKING WITH FAMILY MEMBERS TO CONFIRM FACTS AND GATHER STORIES
- REVIEWING OLD LETTERS, DIARIES, OR SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS FOR INSPIRATION
- CHECKING WITH THE FUNERAL HOME FOR ANY GUIDELINES OR TEMPLATES



HAVING EVERYTHING AT HAND HELPS YOU AVOID FREQUENT INTERRUPTIONS AND ENSURES ACCURACY.

STEP 2: CHOOSE A TONE AND STYLE

OBITUARIES CAN RANGE FROM FORMAL AND TRADITIONAL TO INFORMAL AND CONVERSATIONAL. CONSIDER THE PERSONALITY OF
THE DECEASED AND THE AUDIENCE. FOR EXAMPLE, A PERSON KNOWN FOR HUMOR MIGHT BE BEST REMEMBERED WITH A
LIGHTHEARTED TONE, WHILE OTHERS MAY PREFER A SOLEMN STYLE.

STeP 3: WRITE A DRAFT

START BY ORGANIZING THE OBITUARY INTO SECTIONS—BASIC INFO, BIOGRAPHY, FAMILY, AND SERVICE DETAILS. THEN, WRITE A
FIRST DRAFT WITHOUT WORRYING TOO MUCH ABOUT PERFECTION. FOCUS ON GETTING THE CORE MESSAGE DOWN.

STEP 4: EDIT AND REFINE

REVIEW YOUR DRAFT FOR CLARITY, GRAMMAR, AND FLOW. READING IT ALOUD CAN HELP YOU CATCH AWKWARD PHRASING. IT’S
ALSO A GOOD IDEA TO HAVE A TRUSTED FAMILY MEMBER OR FRIEND REVIEW IT, OFFERING FEEDBACK OR CORRECTIONS.

STEP 5: SUBMIT AND PUBLISH

ONCE FINALIZED, SUBMIT THE OBITUARY TO THE CHOSEN NEWSPAPER, ONLINE PLATFORM, OR FUNERAL HOME. BE MINDFUL OF
DEADLINES AND PUBLICATION COSTS, AS MANY NEWSPAPERS CHARGE BASED ON LENGTH OR WORD COUNT.

TiPs FOR WRITING A MEANINGFUL OBITUARY

W/RITING AN OBITUARY INVOLVES MORE THAN LISTING FACTS—IT’S ABOUT CREATING A NARRATIVE THAT HONORS A LIFE. HERE
ARE SOME TIPS TO HELP YOU CRAFT AN OBITUARY THAT RESONATES.

Keep IT Concise BUT COMPLETE

MANY NEWSPAPERS LIMIT OBITUARIES TO A CERTAIN WORD COUNT, USUALLY BETWEEN 200 aND 500 worbs. Focus oN THE
MOST IMPORTANT AND MEANINGFUL DETAILS TO KEEP THE OBITUARY CONCISE WHILE STILL CONVEYING THE ESSENCE OF THE
PERSON.

Uske PosiTiIVE AND RESPECTFUL L ANGUAGE

CELEBRATE THE DECEASED’S LIFE BY CHOOSING UPLIFTING WORDS AND AVOIDING OVERLY NEGATIVE OR CONTROVERSIAL TOPICS.
THIS IS A MOMENT TO HONOR, NOT CRITICIZE.

INCLUDE PRONOUNS AND AVOID JARGON

USING CLEAR PRONOUNS (HE, SHE, THEY) HELPS READERS FOLLOW THE NARRATIVE EASILY. AVOID JARGON OR SPECIALIZED



TERMS THAT MIGHT CONFUSE THOSE OUTSIDE CERTAIN PROFESSIONS OR COMMUNITIES.

HIGHLIGHT ACHIEVEMENTS AND PASSIONS

PEOPLE OFTEN APPRECIATE LEARNING ABOUT WHAT DROVE THE DECEASED—WHETHER IT WAS A LIFELONG CAREER, VOLUNTEER
WORK, OR A HOBBY THEY LOVED. INCLUDING THESE GIVES DEPTH TO THE OBITUARY.

Be MINDFUL OF PrRIVACY

SOME FAMILIES PREFER TO KEEP CERTAIN DETAILS PRIVATE, SUCH AS CAUSES OF DEATH OR SENSITIVE FAMILY MATTERS. RESPECT
THESE WISHES TO MAINTAIN DIGNITY.

CoMMOoN MisTAkES To Avolb WHEN WRITING AN OBITUARY

EVEN WELL-INTENTIONED OBITUARIES CAN HAVE PITFALLS. BEING AWARE OF COMMON ERRORS CAN HELP YOU AVOID THEM.
o OVERLOADING WITH DETAILS: INCLUDING TOO MANY NAMES OR MINUTIAE CAN OVERWHELM READERS AND DILUTE THE
MAIN MESSAGE.
® SPELLING ERRORS: MISSPELLING NAMES OR PLACES CAN BE HURTFUL AND REDUCE CREDIBILITY.
® INACCURATE INFORMATION: DOUBLE-CHECK DATES, NAMES, AND FACTS TO ENSURE CORRECTNESS.

¢ Using CLICH S EXCESSIVELYS/HILE SOME PHRASES ARE TRADITIONAL, RELYING HEAVILY ON CLICH S CAN MAKE THE
OBITUARY FEEL GENERIC.

* |GNORING SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: EACH PUBLICATION HAS SPECIFIC RULES; FAILING TO FOLLOW THEM CAN DELAY OR
PREVENT PUBLICATION.

LEVERAGING ONLINE TooLS AND TEMPLATES

IF YOU’RE UNSURE HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY FROM SCRATCH, MANY WEBSITES OFFER FREE OBITUARY TEMPLATES AND
EXAMPLES THAT CAN SERVE AS HELPFUL STARTING POINTS. THESE RESOURCES OFTEN PROVIDE PROMPTS AND STRUCTURE TO
GUIDE YOUR WRITING.

MANY ONLINE OBITUARY PLATFORMS ALSO ALLOW YOU TO CREATE DIGITAL MEMORIALS WHERE FRIENDS AND FAMILY CAN SHARE
MEMORIES, PHOTOS, AND CONDOLENCES. THIS CAN COMPLEMENT A PRINTED OBITUARY AND PROVIDE A SPACE FOR ONGOING
REMEMBRANCE.

FINAL THOUGHTS oN How To WRITE AN OBITUARY

W/RITING AN OBITUARY IS A DEEPLY PERSONAL AND IMPORTANT TASK. |T°S NOT JUST ABOUT ANNOUNCING A DEATH—IT’S
ABOUT CELEBRATING A LIFE, ACKNOWLEDGING GRIEF, AND CONNECTING A COMMUNITY. BY APPROACHING IT WITH CARE,
ATTENTION TO DETAIL, AND AN OPEN HEART, YOU CAN CREATE A TRIBUTE THAT HONORS YOUR LOVED ONE’S STORY AND
OFFERS SOLACE TO THOSE WHO READ IT.



REMEMBER, THERE’S NO PERFECT FORMULA FOR HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY. EACH ONE IS AS UNIQUE AS THE PERSON IT
COMMEMORATES. T AKING YOUR TIME, GATHERING INPUT FROM OTHERS, AND FOCUSING ON WHAT MADE YOUR LOVED ONE
SPECIAL CAN HELP YOU CRAFT A MEANINGFUL AND MEMORABLE OBITUARY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT IS THE PURPOSE OF AN OBITUARY?

AN OBITUARY SERVES TO INFORM THE COMMUNITY ABOUT A PERSON'S DEATH, CELEBRATE THEIR LIFE, AND PROVIDE DETAILS
ABOUT FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICES.

\WHAT KEY INFORMATION SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN AN OBITUARY?

AN OBITUARY TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE FULL NAME OF THE DECEASED, AGE, DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH, BIOGRAPHICAL
DETAILS, SURVIVING FAMILY MEMBERS, FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICE INFORMATION, AND ANY SPECIAL MESSAGES OR REQUESTS.

How LONG SHOULD AN OBITUARY BE?

OBITUARIES USUALLY RANGE FRoM 200 10 500 WORDS, BUT LENGTH CAN VARY DEPENDING ON PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS
AND THE AMOUNT OF INFORMATION TO BE SHARED.

How DO | START WRITING AN OBITUARY?

BEGIN BY GATHERING IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT THE DECEASED’S LIFE, SUCH AS BIRTH AND DEATH DATES, FAMILY DETAILS,
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS, HOBBIES, AND ACHIEVEMENTS, THEN ORGANIZE THESE INTO A CLEAR, RESPECTFUL NARRATIVE.

CAN | INCLUDE PERSONAL ANECDOTES OR QUOTES IN AN OBITUARY?

YES, INCLUDING PERSONAL STORIES OR MEANINGFUL QUOTES CAN MAKE THE OBITUARY MORE HEARTFELT AND MEMORABLE,
PROVIDING A GLIMPSE INTO THE DECEASED’S PERSONALITY AND IMPACT.

\X/HERE CAN | PUBLISH AN OBITUARY?

OBITUARIES CAN BE PUBLISHED IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, FUNERAL HOME WEBSITES, ONLINE MEMORIAL SITES, AND SOCIAL MEDIA
PLATFORMS DEPENDING ON THE AUDIENCE YOU WANT TO REACH.

IS IT APPROPRIATE TO MENTION CAUSE OF DEATH IN AN OBITUARY?

INCLUDING THE CAUSE OF DEATH IS OPTIONAL AND DEPENDS ON THE FAMILY'S PREFERENCE;, SOME CHOOSE TO SHARE IT FOR
TRANSPARENCY, WHILE OTHERS PREFER TO KEEP IT PRIVATE.

How CAN | WRITE AN OBITUARY THAT HONORS THE DECEASED RESPECTFULLY?

USE A TONE THAT REFLECTS THE INDIVIDUAL'S PERSONALITY, FOCUS ON POSITIVE MEMORIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS, AVOID
NEGATIVE DETAILS, AND RESPECT THE FAMILY'S WISHES THROUGHOUT THE WRITING PROCESS.

ARE THERE ANY LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS WHEN WRITING AN OBITUARY?

GENERALLY, OBITUARIES DO NOT HAVE STRICT LEGAL REQUIREMENTS, BUT ENSURE THAT ALL INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AND
RESPECTFUL TO AVOID DEFAMATION OR PRIVACY ISSUES.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

How To WRITE AN OBITUARY: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO HONORING A LIFE

HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY IS A QUESTION THAT OFTEN ARISES DURING THE DIFFICULT MOMENTS FOLLOWING THE LOSS OF A
LOVED ONE. AN OBITUARY IS MORE THAN JUST A DEATH NOTICE;, IT IS A MEANINGFUL TRIBUTE THAT ENCAPSULATES A PERSON'S
LIFE, ACHIEVEMENTS, AND THE LEGACY THEY LEAVE BEHIND. CRAFTING AN OBITUARY REQUIRES SENSITIVITY, CLARITY, AND A
THOUGHTFUL APPROACH TO ENSURE THAT THE MEMORY OF THE DECEASED IS PRESERVED RESPECTFULLY AND ACCURATELY. THIS
ARTICLE PROVIDES A PROFESSIONAL, INVESTIGATIVE LOOK INTO THE PROCESS, OFFERING PRACTICAL GUIDANCE AND INSIGHTS
INTO BEST PRACTICES FOR WRITING AN OBITUARY THAT RESONATES WITH READERS AND SERVES ITS PURPOSE EFFECTIVELY.

UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE AND IMPORTANCE OF AN OBITUARY

AN OBITUARY FUNCTIONS AS A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF A PERSON’S PASSING, TYPICALLY PUBLISHED IN NEXWSPAPERS, ONLINE
PLATFORMS, OR FUNERAL HOME WEBSITES. HOWEVER, IT ALSO SERVES SEVERAL DEEPER FUNCTIONS: INFORMING COMMUNITY
MEMBERS, INVITING PARTICIPATION IN MEMORIAL SERVICES, AND CELEBRATING THE INDIVIDUAL'S LIFE STORY. RECOGNIZING THESE
ROLES IS CRUCIAL WHEN LEARNING HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY BECAUSE THE TONE AND CONTENT SHOULD BALANCE FACTUAL
INFORMATION WITH EMOTIONAL RESONANCE.

OBITUARIES VARY WIDELY IN STYLE AND LENGTH DEPENDING ON CULTURAL NORMS, PUBLICATION GUIDELINES, AND PERSONAL
PREFERENCES. SOME MAY BE BRIEF NOTICES OF DEATH, WHILE OTHERS EXTEND TO DETAILED BIOGRAPHIES. ACCORDING TO A
2022 survEeY BY THE NATIONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION, NEARLY 859, OF FAMILIES OPT FOR AN OBITUARY THAT
INCLUDES A PERSONAL NARRATIVE ALONGSIDE ESSENTIAL DEATH DETAILS, REFLECTING A GROWING TREND TOWARD
PERSONALIZATION.

Key ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE IN AN OBITUARY

W/HEN LEARNING HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY, CERTAIN CORE COMPONENTS SHOULD BE INCLUDED TO ENSURE COMPLETENESS
AND CLARITY:

BAsic INFORMATION: FuLL NAME, AGE, DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH

BloGRAPHICAL DETAILS: BIRTH DATE, BIRTHPLACE, AND SIGNIFICANT LIFE EVENTS

FAMILY INFORMATION: NAMES OF CLOSE RELATIVES, INCLUDING SPOUSE, CHILDREN, PARENTS, AND SIBLINGS

CAREER AND ACHIEVEMENTS: NOTABLE OCCUPATIONS, AW ARDS, OR CONTRIBUTIONS TO COMMUNITY

PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES AND HOBBIES: |NTERESTS, PASSIONS, AND PERSONALITY TRAITS THAT DEFINED THE INDIVIDUAL

SERVICE INFORMATION: DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION OF FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICES

MeMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS: CHARITIES OR CAUSES WHERE DONATIONS MAY BE MADE IN MEMORY

INCLUDING THESE ELEMENTS PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE SNAPSHOT THAT RESPECTS BOTH THE FACTUAL AND EMOTIONAL
DIMENSIONS OF THE OBITUARY.

STeP-BY-STEP APPROACH TO WRITING AN OBITUARY



W/RITING AN OBITUARY CAN FEEL OVERWHELMING, ESPECIALLY AMID GRIEF. BREAKING THE PROCESS INTO MANAGEABLE STEPS
HELPS MAINTAIN FOCUS AND ENSURES THE FINAL PRODUCT MEETS ITS INTENDED PURPOSE.

1. GATHER ACCURATE INFORMATION

THE FIRST STEP IN HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY IS COLLECTING ALL NECESSARY FACTS. THIS INCLUDES CONFIRMING SPELLINGS
OF NAMES, DATES, AND PLACES. INTERVIEWING CLOSE FAMILY MEMBERS CAN PROVIDE BOTH ESSENTIAL DATA AND PERSONAL
ANECDOTES THAT ENRICH THE NARRATIVE. ACCURACY IS PARAMOUNT, AS ERRORS CAN CAUSE DISTRESS OR LEGAL
COMPLICATIONS.

2. DETERMINE THE LENGTH AND STYLE

OBITUARIES CAN RANGE FROM 150 To 800 WORDS DEPENDING ON PUBLICATION POLICIES AND FAMILY PREFERENCES.

NEWSPAPERS OFTEN HAVE STRICT WORD LIMITS AND ASSOCIATED COSTS PER WORD, WHICH CAN AFFECT THE OBITUARY’S
LENGTH. ONLINE PLATFORMS TEND TO BE MORE FLEXIBLE, ALLOWING FOR MORE DETAILED TRIBUTES. DECIDING ON A FORMAL
VERSUS INFORMAL TONE IS ALSO ESSENTIAL AND SHOULD REFLECT THE PERSONALITY OF THE DECEASED AND THE AUDIENCE.

3. WRITE A FACTUAL OPENING

THE OPENING LINES TYPICALLY STATE THE DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT WITH ESSENTIAL DETAILS: WHO PASSED AWAY, WHEN, AND
WHERE. FOR EXAMPLE: “JOHN A. SMITH, 78, OF SPRINGFIELD, PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY ON MARCH 15, 2024, AT HIS HOME.”

>

4. CRAFT THE BIOGRAPHICAL NARRATIVE

THIS SECTION CHRONICLES THE LIFE JOURNEY, HIGHLIGHTING SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES SUCH AS EDUCATION, CAREER, MILITARY
SERVICE, AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. AVOID OVERLY TECHNICAL JARGON OR EXCESSIVE DETAIL THAT MAY CONFUSE
READERS. |NSTEAD, FOCUS ON ELEMENTS THAT SHOWCASE THE INDIVIDUAL’S CHARACTER AND IMPACT.

5. MeNTION FAMILY AND SURVIVORS

LISTING SURVIVORS AND PREDECEASED RELATIVES HELPS READERS UNDERSTAND FAMILY CONNECTIONS. USE CLEAR LANGUAGE TO
AVOID AMBIGUITY, E.G., “HE IS SURVIVED BY HIS WIFE, MARY; DAUGHTER, SUSAN; AND TWO GRANDCHILDREN.”

6. INCLUDE SERVICE AND DONATION INFORMATION

CLEARLY STATE THE LOGISTICS OF MEMORIAL SERVICES AND ANY REQUESTS REGARDING DONATIONS. THIS PRACTICAL
INFORMATION IS VITAL FOR THOSE WISHING TO PAY RESPECTS OR CONTRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE DECEASED.

CoMMoN CHALLENGES AND How To ADDRESS THEM

W/RITING AN OBITUARY CAN PRESENT CERTAIN CHALLENGES, ESPECIALLY WHEN BALANCING BREVITY AND DEPTH OR NAVIGATING
SENSITIVE FAMILY DYNAMICS.



BALANCING DETAIL AND BREVITY

ONE COMMON ISSUE IS FITTING A COMPREHENSIVE TRIBUTE WITHIN WORD LIMITS. PRIORITIZE THE MOST MEANINGFUL ASPECTS OF
THE PERSON’S LIFE AND AVOID REDUNDANCY. USING CONCISE LANGUAGE AND ACTIVE VERBS CAN ENHANCE CLARITY WITHOUT
SACRIFICING WARMTH.

NAVIGATING FAMILY PREFERENCES

FAMILIES MAY HAVE DIFFERING OPINIONS ON TONE, CONTENT, OR EMPHASIS. FACILITATING OPEN COMMUNICATION AND POSSIBLY
DRAFTING MULTIPLE VERSIONS CAN HELP REACH A CONSENSUS. PROFESSIONAL OBITUARY WRITERS OR FUNERAL DIRECTORS
OFTEN PROVIDE VALUABLE ASSISTANCE IN MEDIATING THESE DISCUSSIONS.

ENSURING CULTURAL SENSITIVITY

OBITUARIES SHOULD RESPECT CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH DEATH AND MOURNING. RESEARCHING
APPROPRIATE CUSTOMS OR CONSULTING COMMUNITY LEADERS CAN PREVENT INADVERTENT DISRESPECT OR MISUNDERSTANDING.

LeVERAGING DIGITAL TooLs AND PLATFORMS

THE RISE OF DIGITAL MEDIA HAS TRANSFORMED HOW OBITUARIES ARE WRITTEN, SHARED, AND PRESERVED. ONLINE OBITUARY
SERVICES AND SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS OFFER NEW AVENUES FOR COMMEMORATING LIVES, OFTEN ALLOWING FOR MULTIMEDIA
ELEMENTS LIKE PHOTOS AND VIDEOS.

BeNeFITS oF ONLINE OBITUARIES

PUBLISHING AN OBITUARY ONLINE INCREASES ACCESSIBILITY AND ENABLES INTERACTIVE ENGAGEMENT THROUGH COMMENTS AND
CONDOLENCES. |T ALSO PROVIDES A LASTING DIGITAL MEMORIAL THAT FAMILIES AND FRIENDS CAN REVISIT.

SEO CoNsIDERATIONS FOR ONLINE OBITUARIES

FOR THOSE POSTING OBITUARIES ON WEBSITES, UNDERSTANDING HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY WITH SEO IN MIND CAN ENHANCE
VISIBILITY. INCLUDING THE FULL NAME, DATES, LOCATIONS, AND RELEVANT KEYWORDS NATURALLY WITHIN THE TEXT HELPS
SEARCH ENGINES INDEX THE PAGE EFFECTIVELY. AVOID KEYWORD STUFFING, BUT ENSURE ESSENTIAL INFORMATION APPEARS
PROMINENTLY.

PRIVACY AND MODERATION

W/HILE ONLINE OBITUARIES INVITE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION, THEY ALSO REQUIRE MONITORING TO PREVENT INAPPROPRIATE
CONTENT. MANY PLATFORMS OFFER MODERATION TOOLS TO BALANCE OPENNESS WITH RESPECT.

ExAMPLES AND TEMPLATES: FINDING INSPIRATION

EXPLORING PROFESSIONAL OBITUARY EXAMPLES CAN PROVIDE VALUABLE TEMPLATES AND STYLISTIC CUES. MANY FUNERAL



HOMES AND NEWSPAPERS PUBLISH SAMPLE OBITUARIES THAT ILLUSTRATE DIFFERENT FORMATS AND TONES. USING THESE AS
REFERENCES CAN GUIDE WRITERS IN STRUCTURING THEIR OWN NARRATIVES WHILE MAINTAINING ORIGINALITY.

SOME WIDELY RECOMMENDED TEMPLATES INCLUDE:

1. BAsIC ANNOUNCEMENT: FOCUSED ON DEATH NOTICE AND SERVICE DETAILS.
2. BIOGRAPHICAL TRIBUTE: INCORPORATES LIFE STORY AND PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS.

3. POETIC OrR THEMATIC: USES LITERARY DEVICES OR THEMES TO CELEBRATE THE DECEASED UNIQUELY.

CHOOSING A TEMPLATE ALIGNED WITH THE DECEASED’S PERSONALITY AND FAMILY PREFERENCES HELPS ENSURE THE OBITUARY
FEELS AUTHENTIC RATHER THAN FORMULAIC.

THe EMoTIONAL IMPACT AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

WRITING AN OBITUARY IS INHERENTLY EMOTIONAL, BLENDING GRIEF WITH A DESIRE FOR CELEBRATION. APPROACHING THE TASK
PROFESSIONALLY REQUIRES SENSITIVITY TO TONE AND CONTENT TO AVOID UNINTENTIONALLY CAUSING DISTRESS. ETHICAL
CONSIDERATIONS INCLUDE TRUTHFUL REPRESENTATION, RESPECT FOR PRIVACY, AND AVOIDING EXAGGERATION OR OMISSION OF
SIGNIFICANT FACTS.

PROFESSIONAL WRITERS OFTEN RECOMMEND REVIEWING THE OBITUARY WITH TRUSTED FAMILY MEMBERS BEFORE PUBLICATION TO
CONFIRM ACCURACY AND APPROPRIATENESS.

MASTERING HOW TO WRITE AN OBITUARY INVOLVES BALANCING FACTUAL REPORTING WITH HEARTFELT TRIBUTE. THROUGH
CAREFUL RESEARCH, THOUGHTFUL COMPOSITION, AND SENSITIVITY TO AUDIENCE AND CONTEXT, IT IS POSSIBLE TO CREATE AN
OBITUARY THAT HONORS THE DECEASED’S MEMORY WHILE PROVIDING COMFORT AND INFORMATION TO THOSE LEFT BEHIND.
\W/HETHER PUBLISHED IN PRINT OR ONLINE, A WELL-CRAFTED OBITUARY STANDS AS A LASTING TESTAMENT TO A LIFE LIVED.

How To Write An Obituary

how to write an obituary: How to Write an Obituary Christina Newberry, 2008

how to write an obituary: How to Write Your Personal or Family History Katie Wiebe,
2017-02-07 This is a practical—and encouraging—how-to book from a long-time teacher of personal
and family history writing. Katie Funk Wiebe helps beginning memoir writers get started collecting
the stories of their lives. She gives hints for recalling distant memories and tracking down family
heirlooms. This is a serious but accessible resource for undertaking your personal or family history
writing. In these pages, you'll find: Tips on writing, Exercises to prod the memory, And advice on
looking at the broad scope of a well-lived life. As Wiebe writes, You've been living 24 hours every
day, making decisions, objecting to certain ideas, endorsing others, and interacting with family and
coworkers, the author writes. I plan to convince you that if you took time to reflect, you'd find lots of
meaningful stuff going on.

how to write an obituary: Funeral Planning Basics Enodare, 2011 This comprehensive funeral
planning book will take you step-by-step through the process of planning a funeral. It will introduce
you to issues such as organ donations, purchasing caskets, cremation, burial, puchasing grave plots,
organization of funeral services, the legal and financial issues relating to funerals, the cost of


https://coloursskateboarding.com/archive-th-102/how-to-write-an-obituary.pdf

pre-aranging a funeral, how to save money on funerals, how to finance funerals and much
more.--Publisher's description.

how to write an obituary: Obituary Writing Dianne Michelle, 2016-11-16 Obituary Writing For
Beginners! Are You Ready To Learn How To Write the Perfect Obituary? If So You've Come To The
Right Place... Here's A Preview Of What This Obituary Writing Book Contains... What Actually Is An
Obituary? Brief History Of Obituary Writing Terms You Need To Remember Essential Elements In
Obituary Writing Informative Obituary Writing & Preparation Opinative Obituary Writing &
Preparation How Not To Write an Obituary (Don't Make These Common Mistakes!) Passages from
Notable Eulogies To Examine & Take Inspiration From And Much, Much More!

how to write an obituary: Write of Passing Janie Owens, 2024-07-29 Holly Donnelly writes
obituaries from her apartment in Daytona Beach, Florida. She loves her job even though it comes
with one oddity: as she writes the obituaries, each spirit pays a visit, manifesting in unique ways.
The ghosts succeed in creating humorous conditions, annoying pranks and scaring Holly’s
boyfriends. But one spirit in particular has another reason to visit, and Holly is on a mission to solve
the mystery of who the ghost is and why she is visiting this apartment sixty-six years after her death.
Whether being a friend to a young woman in an abusive relationship, enduring her drama queen
mother's antics, or dealing with her own commitment issues, Holly's precious Chihuahua is an
ever-present comforter and moral support. The perfect escape to humor, excitement and ghostly
encounters, WRITE OF PASSING is the third book in Janie Owens' Daytona Beach series of cozy
mysteries.

how to write an obituary: The World of Obituaries Mushira Eid, 2002 This unusual book, the
world of obituaries looks at obituaries as a rich source of information on cultural representation of
gender. It examines obituaries published from 1938 to 1998 in three cultures - Egypt, Iran, and the
United States - to analysis how women and men are represented in their death notices and how
these representations have change over time. It also shows how obituaries, viewed as texts, at times
converge within but often diverge from expected norms. Mushira Eid has applied quantitative and
qualitative analytical techniques to 4,400 obituaries, using names, titles, and occupations as
linguistic symbols of identity. Data were collected for a month at ten-year intervals to measure
change. From them, she demonstrates differences within the world of obituaries, relates this world
to the world at large, and constructs a model based on this comparison. Resulting facts are placed
within the context of women's movements in the three cultures and other sociocultural and political
events that influenced the perception of gender roles. The World of Obituaries offers a unique
synthesis of information on women and public space in three cultures. It opens a new window on
gende

how to write an obituary: MediaWriting W. Richard Whitaker, Ronald D. Smith, Janet E.
Ramsey, 2013-03-01 MediaWriting is an introductory, hands-on textbook for students preparing to
write in the current multimedia environment. Rather than just talk about the differences among the
styles of print, broadcast, and public relations, MediaWriting sythensizes and integrates them, while
weaving in basic principles of Internet writing and social media reporting. Complete with real-world
examples, practical writing exercises, and tips and information for entering into the profession,
MediaWriting continues to give students the tools they need to become a successful media writer.
The new edition has been extensively rewritten to reflect the dynamic nature of the profession,
paying significant attention to how the Internet and social media have become essential
communication tools for print and broadcast journalists, and public relations professionals. Further
updates and features include: Increased attention to computer-assisted reporting, the preparation of
online copy, and social media applications Two new chapters on lead writing and new new media A
separate chapter focused solely on ethics Explanatory how to boxes that help students understand
and retain main themes Illustrative It Happened to Me vignettes from the authors’ professional
experiences Discussion questions and exercises at the end of every chapter Suggested readings that
highlight biographies, books, and websites that expand the scope and definition of professionalism
In addition to new multimedia elements, the fourth edition’s companion website features enhanced



resources for both students and instructors, including chapter overviews, writing tips, a test bank,
sample critiques, and a sample syllabus.

how to write an obituary: The Obituary Writer Porter Shreve, 2000 In 1989,
twenty-two-year-old Gordie Hatch takes a job as an obituary writer for the St. Louis Independent,
but an encounter with young widow Alice Whiting leads him on an obsessive quest in search of the
truth behind the Whiting family.

how to write an obituary: The Obituary Writer: A Novel Ann Hood, 2013-03-04 A sophisticated
and suspenseful novel about the poignant lives of two women living in different eras. On the day
John F. Kennedy is inaugurated, Claire, an uncompromising young wife and mother obsessed with
the glamour of Jackie O, struggles over the decision of whether to stay in a loveless marriage or
follow the man she loves and whose baby she may be carrying. Decades earlier, in 1919, Vivien
Lowe, an obituary writer, is searching for her lover who disappeared in the Great San Francisco
Earthquake of 1906. By telling the stories of the dead, Vivien not only helps others cope with their
grief but also begins to understand the devastation of her own terrible loss. The surprising
connection between Claire and Vivien will change the life of one of them in unexpected and
extraordinary ways. Part literary mystery and part love story, The Obituary Writer examines
expectations of marriage and love, the roles of wives and mothers, and the emotions of grief, regret,
and hope.

how to write an obituary: The Work of Life Writing G. Thomas Couser, 2021-04-13 Life
writing, in its various forms, does work that other forms of expression do not; it bears on the world
in a way distinct from imaginative genres like fiction, drama, and poetry; it acts in and on history in
significant ways. Memoirs of illness and disability often seek to depathologize the conditions that
they recount. Memoirs of parents by their children extend or alter relations forged initially face to
face in the home. At a time when memoir and other forms of life writing are being produced and
consumed in unprecedented numbers, this book reminds readers that memoir is not mainly a literary
genre or mere entertainment. Similarly, letters are not merely epiphenomena of our real lives.
Correspondence does not just serve to communicate; it enacts and sustains human relationships.
Memoir matters, and there’s life in letters. All life writing arises of our daily lives and has distinctive
impacts on them and the culture in which we live.

how to write an obituary: The Obituary Writer Lauren St John, 2013-06-06 A sensual,
surprising and redemptive story of loss, love and finding the courage to face our deepest fears, in
the bestselling tradition of THE HORSE WHISPERER. Nick Donaghue, a handsome young obituary
writer for THE TIMES, leads a charmed existence until he is caught up in one of Britain's worst ever
train crashes. When he survives unscathed, his friends and colleagues consider him the luckiest man
alive. Only Nick knows the truth - that he is tormented by horrific nightmares. When they start to
appear grimly prescient, his meticulously constructed urban life is derailed. Escaping to the wilds of
Cornwall strikes him as the answer, especially after he becomes captivated by a beautiful woman
and a tempestuous horse he sees playing on a beach. But when his nightmares return, they threaten
his fragile new world. As Nick struggles to understand his dreams, his demons and, most
dangerously of all, his passions, he realises that falling in love might come at a terrible price.

how to write an obituary: Handbook of Death and Dying Clifton D. Bryant, 2003-10 Dying is
a social as well as physiological phenomenon. Each society characterizes and, consequently, treats
death and dying in its own individual ways—ways that differ markedly. These particular patterns of
death and dying engender modal cultural responses, and such institutionalized behavior has
familiar, economical, educational, religious, and political implications. The Handbook of Death and
Dying takes stock of the vast literature in the field of thanatology, arranging and synthesizing what
has been an unwieldy body of knowledge into a concise, yet comprehensive reference work. This
two-volume handbook will provide direction and momentum to the study of death-related behavior
for many years to come. Key Features More than 100 contributors representing authoritative
expertise in a diverse array of disciplines Anthropology Family Studies History Law Medicine
Mortuary Science Philosophy Psychology Social work Sociology Theology A distinguished editorial




board of leading scholars and researchers in the field More than 100 definitive essays covering
almost every dimension of death-related behavior Comprehensive and inclusive, exploring concepts
and social patterns within the larger topical concern Journal article length essays that address topics
with appropriate detail Multidisciplinary and cross-cultural coverage

how to write an obituary: Khushwant Singh Rahul Singh, 2014-06-01 Here was a man. Prolific
writer Acerbic critic Editor nonpareil Trenchant humourist Connoisseur of single malt Lover of life,
words, women, and all things beautiful "You know that I am 99 years old.’ I replied: ‘May my years
be added to yours.” He looked up at me with the softest expression, and said: ‘No, but may you live
as long as I have.’ I held his hand, the hand that had spent a lifetime writing books and inimitable
articles, and kissed it. He brushed his cheek with mine. Both of us knew that it was a farewell. I left
and stood on the gravel outside ... - Fakir Syed Aijazuddin, Features Writer, Dawn ... the Patiala Peg
of publishing is no more! But we will continue to raise our glasses and thank him for liberating us
from our idiotic, hypocritical, fake, humourless lives ... for making us laugh at ourselves ... for
ridding us of quaint sexual hang-ups ... for chucking old rules into the waste basket ... for caring a
damn! Jeena isi ka naam hai! - Shobhaa D¢, Bestselling Author

how to write an obituary: Mission Possible Rhonda Whitton, Sheila Hollingworth, 2002 Proves
that is possible to earn a decent living from writing. Shows that there is literally thousands of places
to sell your words, opportunities for your writing, the skills and experience you will require, as well
as how much you can expect to earn from corporate writing, Internet, ghostwriting, niche markets
or teaching.

how to write an obituary: Write Your Way to Success in Corporate Communications: Unleash
Your Creativity Pasquale De Marco, In today's fast-paced business world, effective writing is more
important than ever. Whether you're crafting a website, a social media post, or a press release, your
words have the power to make a lasting impression on your audience. Write Your Way to Success in
Corporate Communications is the ultimate guide to writing for the corporate world. This
comprehensive book covers everything you need to know to become a more effective and creative
writer, from the basics of grammar and punctuation to the art of storytelling and persuasion. With
practical tips and real-world examples, this book will teach you how to: * Write clearly and concisely,
even on complex topics * Adapt your writing style to different audiences and purposes * Write
engaging content for the web and social media * Create compelling marketing collateral * Write
effective emails, memos, and reports * Write speeches and presentations that inspire and inform *
Write with confidence and authenticity Whether you're a seasoned writer or just starting out, this
book will help you take your writing skills to the next level. With Write Your Way to Success in
Corporate Communications, you'll be able to write with clarity, persuasion, and creativity, and
achieve your business goals. In addition to the practical writing advice, this book also explores the
latest trends and developments in corporate communications. You'll learn about the rise of artificial
intelligence and machine learning, and how these technologies are changing the way we write and
communicate. With Write Your Way to Success in Corporate Communications, you'll be prepared to
write effectively in the corporate world of tomorrow. If you like this book, write a review!

how to write an obituary: My Wishes Benjamin Berkley, 2006 My Wishes is a practical guide
to planning for the inevitable-offering information, sample forms and resource contacts. It provides
solutions to the questions all of us think about but do not discuss.

how to write an obituary: The Obituary as Collective Memory Bridget Fowler, 2007-11-13
The first serious academic study of obituaries, this book focuses on how societies remember. Bridget
Fowler makes great use of the theories of Pierre Bordieu, arguing that obituaries are one important
component in society's collective memory. This book, the first of its kind, will find a place on every
serious sociology scholar's bookshelves.

how to write an obituary: The Me I Want to Be John Ortberg, 2009-12-21 Bestselling author
and pastor Ortberg guides Christians through the sometimes difficult but ultimately fulfilling journey
towards a uniquely created spirituality.

how to write an obituary: Life After Death Nigel Starck, 2006-01-01 The obituary pages of our



quality newspapers have been described as 'oases of calm in a world gone mad', 'a lovely part of the
paper to linger in', and 'writing that matters'. Entertaining, inspiring and informative, they serve as
a legitimate instrument of history, and have enjoyed an extraordinary revival in popularity over the
past twenty years. Life After Death investigates-and celebrates-the development of the obituary form
in the British, American, and Australian press. Author Nigel Starck tracks down the earliest exercise
in obituary publication (in 1622), then traces the evolution of the form over four centuries, from
times when the obituary was the reserve of royalty and privilege to its contemporary egalitarian
mode. Along the way Dr Starck delves into a multitude of lives, from the heroic to the comic, the
saintly to the downright villainous, the exemplary to the eccentric. Meet, in the posthumous cast list,
Major Digby Tatham-Warter, of Britain's Parachute Regiment, who carried an umbrella into battle
just in case it rained; the absent-minded Australian barrister Pat Lanigan, who drove from Canberra
to Sydney and then flew back, leaving his car behind; and the eccentric American publisher Eddie
Clontz, whose newspaper reported (exclusively, of course) that 'tiny terrorists' were disguising
themselves as garden gnomes. Life After Death also incorporates a connoisseur's collection of ten
obituaries reprinted in full: the subjects include Helen Keller, Diana Mosley, Quentin Crisp, George
Wallace, and Rosa Parks. Without doubt, Life After Death is a book that will outlive its author-as an
enduring celebration of journalism's dying art. 'Canon Smith expired after suffering an unfortunate
disagreement with his bishop.'-The Sydney Morning Herald, 1882 'Minnesota Fats died at his home
in Nashville. He was eighty-two, or perhaps ninety-five.'-The New York Times, 1996

how to write an obituary: Report United States. Congress Senate,
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