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the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy is more than just the
title of a seminal book; it represents a profound exploration into the ebb
and flow of hegemonic states throughout history. Paul Kennedy’s work dives
deep into the complex interplay of economic strength, military ambition, and
geopolitical strategy, offering insights that remain relevant in
understanding today’s international landscape. If you’ve ever wondered why
some empires soar while others crumble, Kennedy’s analysis provides a
compelling framework to make sense of the forces at play.

The Core Thesis of Paul Kennedy’s Work

At the heart of Kennedy’s argument lies the idea that great powers rise and
fall primarily due to their ability—or inability—to balance military
expenditure with economic growth. This concept, often referred to as
“imperial overstretch,” describes a situation where a nation extends its
military commitments beyond its economic means, leading to decline. Kennedy
meticulously charts the trajectories of major empires from the 16th century
onwards, including Spain, Britain, and the United States.

Economic Foundations and Military Ambitions

One of the key themes in the rise and fall of the great powers Paul Kennedy
discusses is how economic vitality underpins military power. For instance,
the British Empire’s dominance in the 19th century was fueled by the
Industrial Revolution, which provided resources and technological advantages.
However, as other nations industrialized and Britain’s relative economic
growth slowed, maintaining its vast empire became untenable.

Kennedy emphasizes that unchecked military spending can drain national
treasuries, weakening states from within. This imbalance often precedes a
decline in global influence, as resources that could sustain economic
development are diverted to costly military ventures.

Historical Examples Illustrating the Theory

To truly grasp the rise and fall of the great powers Paul Kennedy chronicles,



looking at specific case studies helps illuminate the broader patterns.

Spain’s Golden Age and Subsequent Decline

In the 16th century, Spain was arguably the world’s preeminent power, thanks
to its vast colonial empire and wealth from the Americas. However, Kennedy
points out that Spain’s military commitments, including prolonged wars with
England and the Dutch Republic, strained its resources. Coupled with economic
stagnation and inflation, Spain’s decline was almost inevitable.

Britain’s Industrial Might and Imperial Overstretch

Britain’s rise was marked by unparalleled naval strength and industrial
capacity. Yet, as Kennedy argues, its global commitments during the early
20th century—such as maintaining colonies across continents and engaging in
two world wars—exacted a heavy toll. Post-World War II, Britain’s diminished
economy could no longer sustain its empire, leading to decolonization.

The United States: A Modern Example

Kennedy’s analysis extends into the 20th century with the United States,
which rose to prominence after World War II as the dominant superpower.
However, he warns that America’s extensive military engagements and defense
spending, juxtaposed with shifting economic landscapes and global
competition, could lead to a similar overstretch and decline if not managed
prudently.

Why the Rise and Fall of the Great Powers Paul
Kennedy is Still Relevant

Even decades after its initial publication, this work remains a cornerstone
in international relations and economic history studies. It offers a lens
through which scholars, policymakers, and enthusiasts can interpret current
global trends, such as the rise of China or the shifting role of the United
States.

Applying Kennedy’s Insights to Today’s World

In the 21st century, emerging powers face the challenge of balancing rapid
economic growth with expanding military ambitions. Kennedy’s theory suggests
that without sustainable economic policies, these nations risk overextension.



For example:

China’s Belt and Road Initiative demonstrates strategic ambition but
also financial strain on participating countries.

The United States’ defense budget continues to be a subject of debate
regarding long-term sustainability.

Other regional powers must evaluate whether their military investments
align with economic realities to avoid pitfalls of overstretch.

Lessons for Policymakers and Strategists

Understanding the patterns highlighted in the rise and fall of the great
powers Paul Kennedy outlines can help leaders make informed decisions.
Prioritizing economic resilience, technological innovation, and diplomatic
engagement over unchecked military expansion can be vital in maintaining
global influence.

Critiques and Expansions of Kennedy’s Theory

No theory is without its critics, and Kennedy’s work has sparked lively
debate. Some argue that his focus on economic and military factors overlooks
cultural, ideological, or technological influences that also shape great
power dynamics. Others suggest that in the modern interconnected world,
different criteria may apply compared to historical examples.

Still, many scholars value Kennedy’s framework as a foundational starting
point, which can be expanded with contemporary nuances such as cyber warfare,
globalization, and international institutions.

The Role of Technology and Soft Power

While Kennedy centers on hard power—military and economic might—today’s
global power competition increasingly involves soft power elements like
cultural influence, diplomacy, and technology leadership. Countries investing
in innovation and global connectivity might sustain their standing
differently than past empires.



Final Thoughts on the Enduring Impact of
Kennedy’s Analysis

Engaging with the rise and fall of the great powers Paul Kennedy presents
encourages a holistic understanding of international relations. It reminds us
that no power remains dominant indefinitely and that foresight, balance, and
adaptability are crucial for longevity on the world stage.

Whether you are a student of history, a policy enthusiast, or simply curious
about why empires flourish or falter, Kennedy’s work offers a rich, thought-
provoking narrative. It challenges us to look beyond surface events and
consider the deeper economic and strategic currents that shape the fate of
nations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Paul Kennedy's 'The Rise
and Fall of the Great Powers'?
Paul Kennedy argues that the rise and fall of great powers throughout history
is largely determined by the interplay between their economic strength and
military ambitions. When a nation's military expenditures outpace its
economic growth, it risks decline.

When was 'The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers'
first published?
The book was first published in 1987.

How does Paul Kennedy explain the decline of great
powers in his book?
Kennedy explains that great powers decline because their economic resources
become insufficient to sustain their military commitments and global
ambitions, leading to overstretch and eventual weakening.

Which historical periods and powers does Kennedy
analyze in the book?
Kennedy analyzes the period from 1500 to 2000, focusing on European powers
such as Spain, France, Britain, and Germany, as well as the United States and
Japan.



What role does economic strength play in the rise of
great powers according to Kennedy?
Economic strength provides the foundation for military power and global
influence; without a strong economy, a nation cannot maintain the military
forces necessary to project power internationally.

Does Paul Kennedy suggest any lessons for
contemporary policymakers in his book?
Yes, Kennedy warns that modern great powers, especially the United States,
should avoid overextending themselves militarily and ensure their economic
base remains strong to sustain their global roles.

How has 'The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers'
influenced the field of international relations?
The book has been influential in emphasizing the importance of economic
factors and power transitions in international relations, shaping debates on
hegemony, decline, and global strategy.

What criticisms have been made about Kennedy's
analysis in 'The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers'?
Some critics argue that Kennedy underestimates the role of technology,
ideology, and domestic politics, and that his economic-military framework
oversimplifies complex historical dynamics.

Additional Resources
The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers Paul Kennedy: An Analytical Review

the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy stands as a seminal work
in the study of international relations and economic history. Published in
1987, this influential book by historian Paul Kennedy explores the dynamics
of global power shifts from the 16th century through the 20th century,
offering a compelling theory about how economic strength and military
ambition interact to shape the fate of dominant nations. This article delves
into the core arguments of Kennedy’s thesis, its historical context, and its
continuing relevance in understanding the contemporary geopolitical
landscape.

Understanding the Central Thesis of The Rise



and Fall of the Great Powers

At the heart of Paul Kennedy’s analysis is the concept of imperial
overstretch, a phenomenon where great powers expand their military and
political commitments beyond their economic capacity to sustain them. Kennedy
argues that such overstretch inevitably leads to decline, as resources become
strained and economic foundations weaken. His work systematically traces this
pattern through a series of historical case studies, including the Spanish
Empire, the British Empire, and the rise and eventual challenge of the United
States and the Soviet Union.

Unlike deterministic perspectives that rely on cultural or ideological
explanations for the decline of empires, Kennedy’s framework emphasizes the
tangible relationship between economic vitality and military expenditure.
This approach highlights a cyclical pattern: economic growth enables military
expansion, which in turn can undermine economic stability if unchecked,
eventually precipitating a relative decline in global power status.

The Economic-Military Nexus: A Historical
Perspective

One of the key insights in the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy
focuses on is how economic resources dictate military capabilities and vice
versa. For instance, the British Empire’s zenith in the 19th century was
underpinned by the Industrial Revolution, which provided the economic means
to maintain a formidable navy and expansive colonial holdings. However,
Kennedy points out that post-World War I Britain faced severe economic
challenges, exacerbated by the financial burden of maintaining its empire and
military commitments, which contributed to its gradual decline.

Similarly, Kennedy examines the rise of the United States, whose economic
growth in the late 19th and early 20th centuries allowed it to emerge as a
global power. However, he cautions that the U.S. might encounter a fate
similar to past empires if military spending continues to outpace economic
growth, a warning that has invited significant discussion in policy and
academic circles.

Comparative Analysis of Great Powers in Kennedy’s
Work

Kennedy’s book offers a comparative analysis that draws parallels and
contrasts among various great powers, providing valuable lessons about the
sustainability of dominance. His examination includes:



Spain: Early modern Spain’s rapid expansion into the Americas brought
immense wealth but also costly military engagements, leading to economic
stagnation and decline.

France: Under Louis XIV, France reached peak power through aggressive
military campaigns, but the strain on resources eventually weakened its
position.

Britain: The British Empire’s long dominance was built on industrial
strength and naval superiority, yet two world wars and rising
competition eroded its global status.

United States and Soviet Union: The 20th century saw these two
superpowers vying for global influence, with Kennedy analyzing their
economic-military balance during the Cold War era.

This comparative framework reinforces the broader thesis by showing how
economic overextension, irrespective of political system or ideology, has
been a consistent factor behind the decline of great powers.

The Enduring Impact and Critiques of Kennedy’s
Thesis

Since its publication, the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy has
been both praised and critiqued. Its strengths lie in providing a clear,
economically grounded explanation of power transitions that move beyond
simplistic narratives. Scholars and policymakers have found value in its
predictive elements and its emphasis on strategic economic management.

However, some critics argue that Kennedy’s model underestimates the role of
technological innovation, diplomatic maneuvering, and cultural factors that
can offset economic disadvantages. Others contend that the rigid application
of imperial overstretch theory might not fully account for the complexities
of modern global interdependence and the rise of non-state actors.

Despite these critiques, the book remains a foundational text in
international relations, frequently cited in discussions about the
sustainability of American power and the rise of emerging economies such as
China.

Relevance in the 21st Century Geopolitical Context

In the context of current global dynamics, Kennedy’s insights continue to
resonate. The United States faces substantial military expenditures, coupled
with economic competition from rising powers. Analysts often invoke the



concept of imperial overstretch to debate whether the U.S. can maintain its
hegemonic status without compromising economic stability.

Similarly, China’s rapid growth and expanding military capabilities raise
questions reminiscent of Kennedy’s thesis: will China encounter limits to its
rise if military ambitions surpass economic growth? These debates emphasize
the ongoing utility of Kennedy’s framework for understanding international
power shifts.

Key Takeaways from The Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers Paul Kennedy

Economic strength is foundational: Military power is unsustainable
without a robust economic base.

Overextension is a common cause of decline: Excessive military
commitments strain national resources.

Historical patterns repeat: The trajectories of past empires offer
valuable lessons for modern states.

Complexity of power dynamics: Economic, military, technological, and
diplomatic factors interact in shaping global hierarchies.

These takeaways contribute to a nuanced understanding of how nations rise to
prominence and why they eventually lose their preeminence.

The rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy continues to be a critical
resource for scholars, strategists, and anyone interested in the forces
shaping world order. Its analytical rigor and historical breadth provide a
lens through which the past and present of global power can be examined with
clarity and depth.

The Rise And Fall Of The Great Powers Paul Kennedy

  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers Paul M. Kennedy, 1987 About national and international power in the modern or Post
Renaissance period. Explains how the various powers have risen and fallen over the 5 centuries
since the formation of the new monarchies in W. Europe. From the Trade Paperback edition.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers
Riley Quinn, 2017-07-05 Paul Kennedy owes a great deal to the editor who persuaded him to add a
final chapter to this study of the factors that contributed to the rise and fall of European powers
since the age of Spain’s Philip II. This tailpiece indulged in what was, for an historian, a most
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unusual activity: it looked into the future. Pondering whether the United States would ultimately
suffer the same decline as every imperium that preceded it, it was this chapter that made The Rise
and Fall of the Great Powers a dinner party talking point in Washington government circles. In so
doing, it elevated Kennedy to the ranks of public intellectuals whose opinions were canvassed on
matters of state policy. From a strictly academic point of view, the virtues of Kennedy's work lie
elsewhere, and specifically in his flair for asking the sort of productive questions that characterize a
great problem-solver. Kennedy's work is an example of an increasingly rare genre – a work of
comparative history that transcends the narrow confines of state– and era–specific studies to identify
the common factors that underpin the successes and failures of highly disparate states. Kennedy's
prime contribution is the now-famous concept of ‘imperial overstretch,’ the idea that empires fall
largely because the military commitments they acquire during the period of their rise ultimately
become too much to sustain once they lose the economic competitive edge that had projected them
to dominance in the first place. Earlier historians may have glimpsed this central truth, and even
applied it in studies of specific polities, but it took a problem-solver of Kennedy's ability to extend
the analysis convincingly across half a millennium.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Rise and Fall of World Orders
Torbjørn L. Knutsen, 1999 Drawing in lessons from 400 years of Great-Power politics, this volume
challenges both the declinist arguments and the overstretched hypothesis of Paul Kennedy to
develop an alternative approach to the debate on the rise and fall of the Great Powers. The first half
of the book compares the Spanish, Dutch and the First and Second British world orders. It identifies
their common features in order to find the most salient causes for their rise as world powers, and
the most probable reasons for their decline. The second half of the book addresses the American
world order in the 20th century, from Pax Americana to the End of US Hegemony. The author sees
the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the resurgence of the US as evidence of the role played by
normative dimensions, commonly underestimated in International Relations analysis. Theoretically
challenging, Knutsen's volume provides a fresh approach to debates in international relations aimed
at both students and scholars.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Aufstieg und Fall westlicher Herrschaft
Martin Sebaldt, Andreas Friedel, Sabine Fütterer, Sarah Schmid, 2015-07-20 Der Sammelband
analysiert Aufstieg und Fall westlicher Herrschaft als globales Grundproblem. Durch die Vorstellung
von zwölf modernen Klassikern zu diesem Thema, die sich durch besonderen theoretischen und
empirischen Mehrwert auszeichnen, wird die Vielfalt der Erklärungsansätze erschlossen. Diese
setzen sowohl bei geographischen und natürlichen Ressourcen an, wie auch bei kulturellen
Errungenschaften und Werten. Wieder andere stellen Institutionen und Organisationsmuster als
entscheidende Determinanten heraus. Letztlich wird damit deutlich, dass Aufstieg und Fall
westlicher Herrschaft nur multikausal zu begreifen sind. Die vergleichende Abschlussbetrachtung
liefert dafür einen systematischen Ansatz.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Ambiguous Legacy Michael J.
Hogan, 1999-11-13 This collection assesses the record of American foreign policy in the twentieth
century.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: An Analysis of Paul Kennedy's The Rise
and Fall of the Great Powers Riley Quinn, 2017-07-05 Paul Kennedy owes a great deal to the editor
who persuaded him to add a final chapter to this study of the factors that contributed to the rise and
fall of European powers since the age of Spain’s Philip II. This tailpiece indulged in what was, for an
historian, a most unusual activity: it looked into the future. Pondering whether the United States
would ultimately suffer the same decline as every imperium that preceded it, it was this chapter that
made The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers a dinner party talking point in Washington government
circles. In so doing, it elevated Kennedy to the ranks of public intellectuals whose opinions were
canvassed on matters of state policy. From a strictly academic point of view, the virtues of Kennedy's
work lie elsewhere, and specifically in his flair for asking the sort of productive questions that
characterize a great problem-solver. Kennedy's work is an example of an increasingly rare genre – a



work of comparative history that transcends the narrow confines of state– and era–specific studies to
identify the common factors that underpin the successes and failures of highly disparate states.
Kennedy's prime contribution is the now-famous concept of ‘imperial overstretch,’ the idea that
empires fall largely because the military commitments they acquire during the period of their rise
ultimately become too much to sustain once they lose the economic competitive edge that had
projected them to dominance in the first place. Earlier historians may have glimpsed this central
truth, and even applied it in studies of specific polities, but it took a problem-solver of Kennedy's
ability to extend the analysis convincingly across half a millennium.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Graying of the Great Powers
Richard Jackson, Neil Howe, 2008-05-23 The demographic trends of the twenty-first century will
challenge the geopolitical assumptions of both the left and the right.--BOOK JACKET.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Rise and Fall of the Great Power Paul
Kennedy, 1990-05-01
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Crisis of British Sea Power James
Levy, 2024-02-20 This work is a close examination of the conditions surrounding and precipitating
the last gasp of British naval hegemony and events that led to its demise. Great Britain undertook a
massive naval building program in the late-1930s in order to deter aggression and secure dominance
at sea against her nascent enemies, Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. But the failure of the policy of
Appeasement to deter war or delay it into the early 1940s left the building program only partially
complete, and the exigencies of war led to the cancellation of the critical but costly and
time-consuming “Lion” class battleships, and the slow delivery of the “1940 battlecruiser” (HMS
Vanguard) and two vital fleet carriers. Adding to these issues, the fall of France spurred the USA to
initiate her own, even larger, naval building program, and together with the entry of the powerful
and capable Imperial Japanese Navy completely overwhelmed Britain’s position as the world’s
premier naval power. This book will be of value to those interested in the history of the Second
World War, British strategy, and the British navy.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Routledge Handbook of Diplomacy
and Statecraft B.J.C. McKercher, 2022-01-30 Reflecting the profound changes in international
society in the past decade and the challenges that all Powers’ diplomacy and statecraft face,
whether opposing or encouraging these changes, this fully revised and updated edition provides a
unique multifaceted assessment by experts of the new international order. Built around the thesis
that Great Power rivalry dominated after the end of the Cold War, it examines how this
multi-polarity has become more extreme. The Handbook assesses the diplomacy and statecraft of
individual powers in seven key sections: • The Context of Diplomacy • The Great Powers • Middle
Powers • Developing Powers • International Organisations and Military Alliances • The International
Economy • Issues of Conflict and Co-operation It shows how diplomacy and statecraft have
transformed on issues such as the evolving America First strategy; the strengthening of the People’s
Republic of China; the growth of non-state actors in foreign policy; the unravelling of international
arms control agreements; the aggressive nature of Russian foreign policy; and the emergence of
major armed conflicts and the rise of terrorism and armed insurgencies around the world. It will be
of interest to government and non-governmental actors, established scholars and students in the
fields of international relations, history, and military studies.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Political Economy of
Development Berch Berberoglu, 1992-01-01 This book focuses on the role of the state in economic
development in a variety of Third World settings through an in-depth analysis of the past several
decades. Berberoglu examines three major alternative development theories: developmentalism,
dependency, and neo-Marxist. He then critically analyzes these theories and their variants to set the
stage for a detailed examination of various development paths. Two paths of capitalist development
are contrasted: the export-oriented neo-colonial model and the import-substituting state-capitalist
model. The role of the state in each of these alternatives is discussed in the context of the balance of
class forces. Berberoglu also provides case studies of Turkey, Tanzania, Peru, and India -- countries



in which the state played a significant role in the development process. In each case, he
demonstrates that the process of state-capitalist development inevitably leads to neo-colonialism.
This export-oriented path ties Third World countries to centers of world capitalism, with all the
consequent contradictions that such a linkage entails. The book outlines the class nature of these
contradictions on a global scale and maps out the balance of class forces and struggles, the role of
the state, and the resultant revolutionary developments that are part of the process of social change
and transformation now under way in many Third World countries. Also included is an appendix
highlighting the need for a class-centered approach in development studies.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: China Threat: Perceptions Myths
Herbert Yee, Ian Storey, 2013-04-03 Since the end of the Cold War, one of the most significant
debates in international relations has been the question of whether the rise of China as a major
economic, political and military power will be a force for stability or instability in the international
system and the East Asian region. Forceful arguments have been put forward on both sides. This
book examines perceptions of the 'China Threat', and governments' policies in response to the
perceived threat in a wide range of countries, including the United States, Russia, Europe, Japan,
South Asia, South-East Asia and the Middle East, as well as the perceptions of the Chinese
themselves. For each country current security concerns and policies, especially the policy of
engagement, are examined in detail, and future prospects for relations with China are assessed. As
the Bush administration in Washington increasingly focuses on China as a 'strategic competitor' and
Sino-US relations becomes increasingly tense, the 'China Threat' issue has come to dominate the
security agenda in the Asia-Pacific region, and now poses the biggest foreign policy challenge of the
21st century.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Technology and the Rise of Great
Powers Jeffrey Ding, 2024-08-20 A novel theory of how technological revolutions affect the rise and
fall of great powers When scholars and policymakers consider how technological advances affect the
rise and fall of great powers, they draw on theories that center the moment of innovation—the
eureka moment that sparks astonishing technological feats. In this book, Jeffrey Ding offers a
different explanation of how technological revolutions affect competition among great powers.
Rather than focusing on which state first introduced major innovations, he investigates why some
states were more successful than others at adapting and embracing new technologies at scale.
Drawing on historical case studies of past industrial revolutions as well as statistical analysis, Ding
develops a theory that emphasizes institutional adaptations oriented around diffusing technological
advances throughout the entire economy. Examining Britain’s rise to preeminence in the First
Industrial Revolution, America and Germany’s overtaking of Britain in the Second Industrial
Revolution, and Japan’s challenge to America’s technological dominance in the Third Industrial
Revolution (also known as the “information revolution”), Ding illuminates the pathway by which
these technological revolutions influenced the global distribution of power and explores the
generalizability of his theory beyond the given set of great powers. His findings bear directly on
current concerns about how emerging technologies such as AI could influence the US-China power
balance.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Akten zur Auswärtigen Politik der
Bundesrepublik Deutschland 1988 Andreas Wirsching, Hélène Miard-Delacroix, Gregor Schöllgen,
Michael Ploetz, Matthias Peter, Jens Jost Hofmann, 2019-06-04 1988 war ein Jahr dynamischen
Wandels. In ihrer Politik gegenüber der DDR sah sich die Bundesregierung mit der wachsenden
Instabilität des SED-Regimes konfrontiert. Gleichzeitig bewegten sich die übrigen Ostblock-Staaten,
allen voran die UdSSR, politisch und wirtschaftlich auf den Westen zu. Auch die internationale
Schuldenkrise, der sowjetische Rückzug aus Afghanistan sowie die Beziehungen zu Syrien und Iran
forderten die Bonner Diplomatie.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Exemplarische Forschungsfelder aus
25 Jahren Zeitgeschichte an der Universität Graz Helmut Konrad, Stefan Benedik, 2010
Continues Mapping contemporary history: Zeitgeschichte im Diskurs.



  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Comparative Grand Strategy Thierry
Balzacq, Peter Dombrowski, Simon Reich, 2019 The essential introduction to the comparative
analysis of national grand strategies.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The New Makers of Modern Strategy
Hal Brands, 2023-05-02 First published by Princeton in 1943, the collection of essays that
constituted Makers of Modern Strategy has largely held the field as the key book that studied the
means and ends of military power and thought, and the historical figures that shaped that history.
The books, in two editions, have long been a staple of Princeton's backlist in international politics
and strategic studies. The first edition, edited by Edward Mead Earle and subtitled Military Thought
from Machiavelli to Hitler, emerged out of a seminar of foreign policy and security experts organized
between Princeton and the Institute of Advanced Study in reaction to World War II as a global
conflict. The subsequent edition, edited by Peter Paret, then at Stanford University, was prepared in
the early 1980s and subtitled From Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age. In that edition, three essays
were reprinted from the earlier book, four others were revised, and the remainder-twenty-two
essays-were wholly new, to reflect the updates in the field and also how the global political context
had changed. The two books together are regarded as the founding and leading text in military and
strategic studies, containing influential essays by many of the best-known scholars of the subject.
The ambition of the new volume is to commission an entirely new edition of this classic reference
work, with 37 chapters organized into 5 sections covering key military leaders and the most
important elements of strategic thinking since Thucydides and Sun Tzu. The field of strategic and
military history has witnessed an intellectual renaissance in recent decades, as the number of
strategic challenges faced by the world has grown enormously. International politics has also
changed. The Cold War ended and the Soviet Union disappeared. The United States entered a period
of unipolarity, only to see it challenged by the rise of new powers, China in particular. Terrorism,
civil wars, so-called rogue states, insurgency and counter-insurgency, and cybersecurity all joined a
growing list of strategic concerns. New technologies promise to upend our understanding of conflict.
Furthermore, scholars have learned more about earlier periods, from the classic thinkers of strategy
to the struggles of great power war to the dynamics of world politics during the Cold War. Finally,
scholarship on international politics, war, and peace in the 20th century and after has become
increasingly internationalized, with the opening of new archives and the incorporation of new
perspectives. The aim of this volume is to serve as an overview and stimulant to research in this
field, one that encompasses the broader definitions of strategy in current research, reflects the
current state of world politics, and also takes a more global and less Western
perspective--Publisher's description.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Risse im Bruderbund Hans-Hermann
Hertle, Konrad Hugo Jarausch, 2006
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: Next Global Giant Awakens Kofi Osei
Takyi-Mensah, 2018-09-22 As the author of The Imminent Rise of West Africa, published in 2015, I
had the epiphany to write this second book. Immediately, the opportunity arrived. I foresaw the
moral imperative and audaciously quantum stepped ahead and developed the duplex leadership and
the authoritative capacity and courage to pinpoint the appreciable design of the postmodern
twenty-first century massive and smarter commanding, empire-building institution, as they relate to
the creation of the new postmodern twenty-first century innovative educational economic blueprint.
Besides, as the postmodern twenty-first-century African thinker, transformative entrepreneurial
evangelist, and a smarter, industrious, commanding, empire-building institutionalist, my optimum
and passionate intent is to revolutionary awaken the future West African superstate regionalism and
the future African superb continental economic powerhouse to solidify the impeccable rise of the
African bottom billion’s economic empire. Globally, the African region is the fastest, overpowering
population growth in the world and will still be the largest by the end of this century. The book
boldly elaborates the emerging economic-wheel revolution, the new formidable economic structural
blueprint for deliberately engineered-route to the on-demand economy and on-demand labor and



immediate engagement and enlargement of the service economy in a massive scale and efficiently be
able to accommodate the huge rise of the population growth in the West African region and Africa.
Conventionally, in the realm of humanity, it takes an unbelievable, tremendous energetic capacity to
push the human race forward. It demands a powerfully stronger force. Apparently, the
individual-current nations alone in the West African region and Africa are not standardized utility for
this astronomical, ambitious, and adventurous humankind undertaking; each lacks the kind of
postmodern twenty-first century’s marvelous strength or capability to fuel the new necessary
economic revolutionary order. However, the individual-current structural nation-states in West
Africa and Africa are the preliminary stage for preparing the incarnation of a massive and smarter
industrious commanding, empire-building institution for every corner of African society. It is an
architectural manipulation of the economic living standard of humanity.
  the rise and fall of the great powers paul kennedy: The Post-Heroic Presidency Michael A.
Genovese, Todd L. Belt, 2016-06-13 This book examines how presidents from Nixon to Obama have
faced the challenges of global leadership in a dramatically changing world—one with more limited
resources and an increasing number of threatening challengers. The immediate post-World War II
era was undeniably a period of American power and influence. Even during the Cold War, the United
States was the leader of the West, exerting wide-ranging power internationally. But beginning with
the Vietnam War, America began experiencing a series of setbacks and challenges to its power. The
Post-Heroic Presidency: Leveraged Leadership in an Age of Limits examines how U.S. presidents
have attempted to reverse or contend with this new era of limited power in which presidential
leadership is hamstrung due to an increasingly globalized and interdependent world—one where
power is more diffuse and the system of checks and balances bind a president in an age of
hyper-partisanship. The book examines presidents of the 20th and 21st centuries, explaining how the
first U.S. president to confront this new age was Richard Nixon, who—along with Henry
Kissinger—developed a sophisticated approach to deal with the recalibration of American power. It
documents how other recent presidents have either tried to make peace with limited power (Jimmy
Carter), reverse the decline (Ronald Reagan), ignore the implications of limits (George W. Bush), or
find ways to lead that were less ambitious, more prudent, and less unilateral (George H.W. Bush, Bill
Clinton, and Barack Obama). In the cases of Clinton and Obama, this shift to using soft power,
persuasion, and multilateralism earned them criticism that they are weak, thereby undermining
their efforts to lead—both at home and abroad.
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