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**A Global History from Prehistory to the 21st Century: Tracing Humanity’s Journey**

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century is a vast and fascinating
narrative that charts the evolution of human civilization across millennia. From the
earliest stone tools to the digital revolution, understanding this expansive timeline offers
invaluable insights into how societies have grown, interacted, and transformed the world
we live in today. This article will take you through the major epochs of human
development, highlighting key events, cultural shifts, and technological breakthroughs
that have shaped global history.

Prehistory: The Dawn of Humanity

Prehistory refers to the period before written records, spanning millions of years, where
early humans evolved and adapted to their environments. The story begins with our
hominin ancestors in Africa, who gradually developed tools, language, and social
structures.

The Stone Age and Early Human Societies

During the Stone Age, roughly 2.5 million years ago to about 3000 BCE, humans primarily
relied on stone tools. This era is divided into the Paleolithic (Old Stone Age), Mesolithic
(Middle Stone Age), and Neolithic (New Stone Age) periods. The Paleolithic is
characterized by hunter-gatherer communities who lived nomadically, while the Neolithic
revolution introduced farming, animal domestication, and settled villages.

The Neolithic period marked a major turning point, as agriculture allowed for population
growth and the development of complex societies. This era laid the foundations for
civilization by enabling food surpluses, which led to specialization of labor and trade.

Environmental and Cultural Developments

Climate changes during prehistory influenced migration patterns and the spread of human
populations across continents. The Ice Ages forced adaptation, encouraging innovation in
clothing, shelter, and hunting techniques. Artistic expressions, such as cave paintings and
carved figurines, provide glimpses into early human spirituality and social life.



Ancient Civilizations: Foundations of the Modern
World

With the advent of writing systems around 3200 BCE, history moves from prehistory into
the ancient era. This period saw the rise of the first great civilizations around river valleys
— the cradle of complex societies.

Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Fertile Crescent

Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, is often called the “cradle of
civilization.” The Sumerians developed cuneiform script, one of the earliest writing
systems, enabling record-keeping and literature such as the Epic of Gilgamesh. Similarly,
ancient Egypt thrived along the Nile with hieroglyphics, monumental architecture like
pyramids, and centralized governance under pharaohs.

These riverine civilizations pioneered irrigation, legal codes (like Hammurabi’s Code), and
early mathematics, influencing neighboring regions and future empires.

Indus Valley and Early Asian Societies

Meanwhile, the Indus Valley civilization flourished in present-day Pakistan and northwest
India. Known for well-planned cities like Mohenjo-Daro, it was remarkable for urban
sanitation and trade networks. In East Asia, early Chinese dynasties such as the Shang
and Zhou laid the groundwork for millennia of cultural and political traditions, including
Confucianism and Taoism.

The Classical Age: Greece and Rome

The classical era introduced the foundations of Western philosophy, democracy, and law.
Ancient Greece, with figures like Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, explored ideas about
governance and human nature that still resonate. The Roman Republic and later Empire
expanded infrastructure, legal systems, and engineering marvels across Europe, the
Middle East, and North Africa.

The Middle Ages: Transformation and Cross-
Cultural Exchange

Often called the medieval period, the Middle Ages stretched roughly from the 5th to the
15th century CE. This era was marked by both turmoil and cultural flourishing, bridging
antiquity and the Renaissance.



Feudalism and European Development

In Europe, the collapse of the Western Roman Empire led to feudal societies —
decentralized systems where lords and vassals managed lands and allegiances. The
Catholic Church became a unifying institution, shaping art, education, and politics.

The Islamic Golden Age

While Europe experienced the so-called Dark Ages, the Islamic world underwent a
remarkable period of scientific, medical, and philosophical advancements. Centers like
Baghdad and Cordoba hosted scholars who preserved and expanded upon Greek and
Roman knowledge, contributing to algebra, astronomy, and medicine.

Trade and the Silk Road

Trade routes such as the Silk Road connected East Asia, Central Asia, the Middle East,
and Europe, facilitating not only the exchange of goods like silk, spices, and precious
metals but also ideas, religions, and technologies. This interconnectedness laid the
groundwork for the global interactions that would intensify in later centuries.

The Early Modern Period: Exploration and
Expansion

From the late 15th century, the Age of Discovery transformed the world through
exploration, colonization, and cultural exchange.

European Exploration and Colonialism

Figures like Christopher Columbus, Vasco da Gama, and Ferdinand Magellan navigated
uncharted waters, opening sea routes to the Americas, Africa, and Asia. European powers
established colonies, reshaping demographics and economies on a global scale.

This era also saw the rise of mercantilism and the transatlantic slave trade, dark chapters
with lasting social consequences. The Columbian Exchange introduced new crops and

animals between the Old and New Worlds, dramatically altering diets and agriculture
worldwide.

The Renaissance and Scientific Revolution

The Renaissance rekindled interest in classical knowledge and humanism, fostering



achievements in art, literature, and science. Thinkers like Leonardo da Vinci and Galileo
challenged traditional views, leading to the Scientific Revolution that transformed our
understanding of the natural world.

The Industrial Revolution and the Modern World

Beginning in the 18th century, the Industrial Revolution brought unprecedented
technological and social changes.

Mechanization and Urbanization

New inventions such as the steam engine, spinning jenny, and power loom revolutionized
production, shifting economies from agrarian to industrial. This shift catalyzed urban
growth, with people flocking to cities for factory work, changing social structures and
lifestyles.

Political Revolutions and Ideologies

The Enlightenment inspired political upheavals like the American and French Revolutions,
spreading ideas of liberty, democracy, and human rights. The 19th and 20th centuries saw
the rise of nationalism, socialism, and various ideologies that shaped global conflicts and
alliances.

The 20th and 21st Centuries: Rapid Change and
Globalization

The last century has been marked by extraordinary technological progress and profound
societal shifts.

World Wars and Global Conflict

Two devastating world wars redefined political boundaries and international relations. The
Cold War period introduced ideological rivalry between the United States and the Soviet
Union, influencing global politics and technological competition.

Technological Advancements and the Digital Age

The 20th century witnessed breakthroughs such as the airplane, nuclear energy, and the



computer. The internet and digital technologies have transformed communication,
commerce, and culture, creating a highly interconnected world.

Globalization and Cultural Exchange

Globalization has accelerated through trade, migration, and media, fostering multicultural
societies and economic interdependence. Challenges such as climate change, pandemics,
and geopolitical tensions highlight the need for international cooperation.

Reflecting on a Global History from Prehistory to
the 21st Century

Exploring a global history from prehistory to the 21st century reveals a tapestry woven
from countless human experiences, innovations, and interactions. It reminds us that the
world today is the product of complex, interconnected histories spanning continents and
eras. By appreciating this broad perspective, we gain deeper insight into current global
dynamics and the shared heritage that connects us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major periods covered in a global history
from prehistory to the 21st century?

The major periods include Prehistory, Ancient History, Classical Antiquity, the Middle
Ages, the Early Modern Period, the Industrial Revolution, the Modern Era, and the
Contemporary or 21st Century.

How did early human societies transition from
prehistory to recorded history?

Early human societies transitioned from prehistory to recorded history with the advent of
writing systems around 3000 BCE, which allowed them to document events, laws, and
transactions.

What role did the Agricultural Revolution play in global
history?

The Agricultural Revolution, beginning around 10,000 BCE, allowed humans to shift from
nomadic hunter-gatherers to settled farming communities, leading to population growth,
the rise of cities, and complex civilizations.



How did the Silk Road influence global history?

The Silk Road was a network of trade routes connecting Asia, Europe, and Africa,
facilitating not only the exchange of goods like silk and spices but also ideas, technologies,
and cultural practices, significantly impacting global history.

What were the major impacts of European colonization
from the 15th century onwards?

European colonization led to the widespread exchange of crops, animals, and cultures (the
Columbian Exchange), the exploitation and displacement of indigenous peoples, global
trade networks, and significant political and social changes worldwide.

How did the Industrial Revolution change societies
around the world?

The Industrial Revolution introduced mechanized production, leading to urbanization,
economic growth, social changes, and the rise of industrial powers, which profoundly
shaped global history from the 18th century onward.

What were the key causes and consequences of the
World Wars in the 20th century?

The World Wars were caused by factors such as nationalism, imperialism, militarism, and
complex alliances. Their consequences included massive loss of life, geopolitical shifts, the
emergence of the US and USSR as superpowers, and the foundation for the United
Nations.

How has globalization influenced the world in the 21st
century?

Globalization has increased interconnectedness through technology, trade, and
communication, leading to cultural exchange, economic interdependence, but also
challenges like inequality, cultural homogenization, and global environmental issues.

Additional Resources
Global History from Prehistory to the 21st Century: An Analytical Overview

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century offers a sweeping narrative of
human development, societal transformation, and cultural evolution that spans millennia.
This expansive chronicle is essential not only for understanding the trajectory of
civilizations but also for appreciating the complex interplay of environmental,
technological, and ideological forces that have shaped our contemporary world. By tracing
the arc from early hominid existence through the rise and fall of empires, the dawn of
industrialization, and into the digital age, we gain valuable insights into the patterns and
disruptions that define human history on a planetary scale.



The Foundations: Prehistory and Early Human
Societies

Prehistory, encompassing the vast expanse of time before written records, sets the stage
for all subsequent historical developments. During this epoch, early humans evolved from
rudimentary tool users into complex social beings. The Paleolithic era witnessed the use of
stone tools, mastery over fire, and the establishment of hunter-gatherer groups, reflecting
the adaptive ingenuity of Homo sapiens.

The Neolithic Revolution marked a pivotal transition as agricultural practices emerged
around 10,000 BCE in regions such as the Fertile Crescent. This shift from nomadic
lifestyles to settled farming communities catalyzed population growth, social stratification,
and technological innovation. The domestication of plants and animals, combined with the
development of pottery and weaving, laid the groundwork for the rise of early civilizations.

Emergence of Early Civilizations

The advent of writing systems around 3200 BCE, notably cuneiform in Mesopotamia and
hieroglyphics in Egypt, inaugurated recorded history. These early civilizations introduced
complex political structures, legal codes, and monumental architecture. Mesopotamia’s
city-states, Egypt’s dynastic rule, the Indus Valley’s urban planning, and Chinese dynastic
formations each represent unique responses to environmental and social challenges.

The comparative study of these ancient societies reveals both convergences and
divergences in governance, economy, and culture. For instance, while Mesopotamia
emphasized codified law exemplified by Hammurabi’s Code, ancient China prioritized
bureaucratic administration and Confucian philosophy. These foundational models
influenced subsequent societies and continue to inform modern governance and cultural
identity.

Classical Antiquity and the Expansion of Empires

The classical era, spanning roughly from 500 BCE to 500 CE, is characterized by the
expansion of empires and the flourishing of philosophy, art, and science. The Greek city-
states, renowned for their contributions to democracy, philosophy, and literature, laid
intellectual foundations that resonate in Western thought. The Roman Empire’s vast
territorial reach unified diverse peoples under a common legal and infrastructural
framework, facilitating trade and cultural exchange across Europe, North Africa, and the
Near East.

Simultaneously, in Asia, the Maurya and Gupta empires in India advanced political
organization and scientific knowledge, while the Han dynasty in China consolidated
imperial authority and expanded the Silk Road trade network. These developments
fostered increased interaction among distant regions, promoting the diffusion of
technology, religion, and ideas.



Philosophical and Religious Developments

The classical period also witnessed the emergence and spread of major world religions
and philosophies, including Buddhism, Christianity, and Stoicism. These belief systems
shaped ethical frameworks and social norms, influencing both individual behavior and
state policies. The spread of Buddhism along trade routes exemplifies early globalization
of ideas, while Christianity’s later adoption as a state religion in the Roman Empire altered
the religious landscape of Europe profoundly.

The Middle Ages: Regionalization and Cultural
Synthesis

Following the decline of classical empires, the medieval period (approximately 500 to 1500
CE) was marked by regionalization and the reconfiguration of political and cultural orders.
In Europe, the feudal system structured society around landholding and vassalage, while
the Byzantine Empire preserved Greco-Roman traditions. The Islamic Golden Age,
spanning roughly the 8th to 14th centuries, was notable for remarkable advances in
science, medicine, mathematics, and philosophy, positioning the Islamic world as a center
of knowledge and cultural synthesis.

Trade and Cross-Cultural Exchanges

Trade networks such as the Silk Road, Trans-Saharan routes, and Indian Ocean maritime
pathways facilitated the exchange not only of goods but also technologies and cultural
practices. The Crusades and Mongol invasions, while often destructive, also served as
conduits for contact between disparate civilizations. This era underscored the
interconnectedness of Afro-Eurasian societies long before modern globalization.

e Pros: Preservation and transmission of knowledge; cross-cultural fertilization;
establishment of universities and scholarly institutions.

e Cons: Frequent conflicts; social stratification; periodic outbreaks of disease such as
the Black Death.

The Early Modern Period: Exploration,
Colonization, and Scientific Revolution

The period from the 15th to the 18th centuries heralded unprecedented changes fueled by
European exploration and colonization. The Age of Discovery expanded the geographical
horizons of humanity, initiating sustained contact between the Americas, Europe, Africa,



and Asia. This era saw the rise of mercantilism, the transatlantic slave trade, and the
establishment of colonial empires with profound and often devastating impacts on
indigenous populations.

Simultaneously, the Scientific Revolution transformed intellectual paradigms, challenging
traditional authorities and laying the foundation for modern empirical inquiry. Figures
such as Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton revolutionized understanding of the natural
world, influencing technological progress and philosophical thought.

Political and Economic Transformations

The Early Modern Period also witnessed the emergence of nation-states and the gradual
decline of feudal structures. The Enlightenment promoted ideals of liberty, equality, and
rational governance, inspiring revolutions in America and France. Economically, the rise
of capitalism and global trade networks reshaped production and consumption patterns,
setting the stage for industrialization.

The Industrial Age and the Modern Era

The 19th and early 20th centuries were dominated by the Industrial Revolution, which
originated in Britain and spread worldwide. Mechanization, urbanization, and new energy
sources revolutionized economies and social structures, creating both unprecedented
wealth and stark inequalities. The rise of imperialism extended European dominance
globally, often through exploitative means.

World Wars I and II, fueled by nationalism and geopolitical rivalries, caused massive
devastation but also accelerated technological innovation and international cooperation
frameworks such as the United Nations. The Cold War era introduced ideological
bipolarity, influencing global politics, economics, and culture.

Social Movements and Cultural Shifts

This period saw increasing demands for civil rights, gender equality, and decolonization.
Movements advocating for labor rights, racial justice, and environmental protection
reshaped societal values and policies. The cultural landscape diversified with the
proliferation of mass media, global communication, and the arts reflecting complex
identities and experiences.

The 21st Century: Globalization and Digital
Transformation

Entering the 21st century, the world is characterized by rapid technological advances and



deepening globalization. The internet and mobile technologies have revolutionized
communication, commerce, and knowledge dissemination, creating a digitally
interconnected global community. Economically, emerging markets have gained
prominence, altering traditional power dynamics.

However, this era also presents significant challenges, including climate change,
geopolitical tensions, and social inequalities. The COVID-19 pandemic underscored
vulnerabilities in global health systems and accelerated discussions on governance,
resilience, and cooperation.

¢ Features of 21st-century history:

e Accelerated digital innovation

e Climate crisis and environmental awareness

e Shifts in geopolitical influence

e Heightened social activism and identity politics

Understanding a global history from prehistory to the 21st century reveals a tapestry
woven from diverse human experiences, innovations, and conflicts. This perspective
highlights recurring themes of adaptation, exchange, and transformation that continue to
shape our shared future.

A Global History From Prehistory To The 21st Century

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: A Global History: from Prehistory
to the 21st Century Leften Stavros Stavrianos, 1998

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: A Global History Leften Stavros
Stavrianos, 2025

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: A Global History Leften Stavros
Stavrianos, 1995 Revised standard text for the introductory undergraduate world history course
emphasizes connections between past and present, featuring a new concluding section for each of
the eight parts titled What it means for us today. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Teaching World History in the
Twentyfirst Century Heidi Roupp,

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Globalgeschichten aus China Marc
Andre Matten, Egas Moniz Bandeira, 2025-02-04 Wie rezipieren chinesische Historikerinnen und
Historiker globalgeschichtliche Ansatze aus Nordamerika und Europa? Mit neun ausfiihrlich
kommentierten Texten parteinaher und -ferner Gelehrter mit und ohne Forschungserfahrung im
Ausland, die hier erstmals in deutscher Ubersetzung vorliegen, bietet dieser Band eine konzise
Einfuhrung in aktuelle Debatten zur Globalgeschichte in der Volksrepublik China. Die Breite der
Stimmen reicht von der Kritik am Eurozentrismus globalgeschichtlicher Ansatze bis zu ihrem
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Beitrag fur die Reinterpretation der chinesischen Geschichte seit Beginn der Globalisierung.
Deutlich werden das Spannungsverhaltnis von National- und Globalgeschichte, die Sorge um eine
Verwestlichung der chinesischen Geisteswissenschaften, aber auch das Bemuhen, chinesische
Begrifflichkeiten fur die Weiterentwicklung der Disziplin zu formulieren.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: An Introduction to Global Studies
Tuo Cai, Zhenye Liu, 2022-07-30 Since the 1950s, globalization has been an increasingly irresistible
trend and one that has exerted a tremendous impact on the political, economic, military,
environmental, and social fortunes of mankind - and yet, existing theories in humanities and social
sciences have been fundamentally built upon the traditional “nation-state” model. These two
volumes, a pioneering work on global studies to be published out of China, aims at creating a new
theoretical framework against the backdrop of globalization. Volume 1 introduces the core concepts
and discusses the critical issues of globalization while the editors redefine notions of politics,
economics, law, and globality while deploying globalization as a theoretical framework. Volume 2
examines the multi-level and multi-dimensional nature of globalization, analysing processes and
systems of global society in the light of globalization, and exploring the construction of a stable and
rational global order. These two volumes of global studies are an essential reference for scholars
and students in politics, economics, international relations and law.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Die abstrakte Gestaltung von
Sicherheiten als elementarer Ausdruck der Privatautonomie Li Yuan, 2012

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: The New World History Ross E. Dunn,
Laura J. Mitchell, Kerry Ward, 2016-08-23 The New World History is a comprehensive volume of
essays selected to enrich world history teaching and scholarship in this rapidly expanding field. The
forty-four articles in this book take stock of the history, evolving literature, and current trajectories
of new world history. These essays, together with the editors’ introductions to thematic chapters,
encourage educators and students to reflect critically on the development of the field and to explore
concepts, approaches, and insights valuable to their own work. The selections are organized in ten
chapters that survey the history of the movement, the seminal ideas of founding thinkers and today’s
practitioners, changing concepts of world historical space and time, comparative methods,
environmental history, the “big history” movement, globalization, debates over the meaning of
Western power, and ongoing questions about the intellectual premises and assumptions that have
shaped the field.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: The 'Global' and the 'Local' in Early
Modern and Modern East Asia Benjamin A. Elman, Chao-Hui Jenny Liu, 2017-01-09 The “Global” and
the “Local” in Early Modern and Modern East Asia presents a unique set of historical perspectives
by scholars from two important universities in the East Asian region—The University of Tokyo
(Todai) and Fudan University, along with East Asian Studies scholars from Princeton University. Two
of the essays address the international leanings in the histories of their respective departments in
Todai and Fudan. The rest of the essays showcase how such thinking about the global and local
histories have borne fruit, as the scholars of the three institutions contributed essays, arguing about
the philosophies, methodologies, and/or perspectives of global history and how it relates to local
stories. Authors include Benjamin Elman, Haneda Masashi, and Ge Zhaoguang.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Naturkatastrophen Urte Undine
Fromming, Urte Ute Fromming, 2006 Zu diesem Titel ist keine Kurzinformation vorhanden.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: In Search of Human Nature Mary E.
Clark, 2005-08-18 Human Nature offers a wide-ranging and holistic view of human nature from all
perspectives: scientific, historical, and sociological. Mary Clark takes the most recent data from a
dozen or more fields, and works it together with clarifying anecdotes and thought-provoking images
to challenge conventional Western beliefs with hopeful new insights. Balancing the theories of
cutting-edge neuroscience with the insights of primitive mythologies, Mary Clark provides
down-to-earth suggestions for peacefully resolving global problems. Human Nature builds up a




coherent, and above all positive, picture of who we really are.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Timeless Teachers and Ethical
Visions K. K. Kuriakose, 2013-04-01 The industrial monoculture spreading across the globe is highly
competitive, greedy and egotistical; in the shaping of educational policy, global communities have
accepted a model based on science and technology, which lacks aspects that should be addressed in
the goal of education. The book Timeless Teachers and Ethical Visions is a historical inquiry of
educational concerns that have developed through the centuries. It is a systematic discussion of
prominent educators, including their theories and experiments: St. Thomas Aquinas, Al-Ghazali, Ibn
Khaldun, Leo Tolstoy, Mahatma Gandhi, John Dewey and Paulo Freire. In addition, the inquiry
investigates the strengths and weaknesses of the neoliberal educational policy, the suggestions to
construct an educational policy considering the common good, criticize uncontrolled individualism
while emphasizing the goal of education that enhances community consciousness to the learner.
Finally, the aim of this book is to propose an alternative educational policy that is beneficial to the
global community.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Guns and Ledgers Bozhong L,
2023-12-27 This book seeks to reconcile the dual forces of war and economic globalization in tracing
China's early modernity. For late imperial China, there were two forms of encounter with the West;
the guns of invading Europeans, and the ledgers by which trade between China and the West was
measured and regulated. Even today, China's reactions to the West oscillate between
business-driven openness and military paranoia. In this intellectual tour de force, Bozhong Li, one of
China's preeminent intellectual and economic historians, traces the unprecedented transition that
led China into the modern world; the book will be of value for economists, historians, and sinophiles
alike.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Shiology Liu Guangwei, 2025-02-01 [
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a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: An Essay on China’s Development
After the Demographic Golden Age Xueyuan Tian, 2023-03-17 This book mainly addresses
China’s current demographic situation and social people-related policies. It aims to solve the issues
of demographic transition, population aging, population flow, urbanization, population quality, etc.
China is the first large population country, with the vast territory and the huge economic system. It
has many issues such as productivity and production relations, superstructure and economic base,
and domestic and international relations in various fields and at all levels. Hence, China needs to
come up with a set of overall strategies. The author sorts out all of his works in recent years and
performs his new academic achievements on demographic issues and social governing strategies.
This timely book offers new methods that impact advanced social development with real data.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Codification in East Asia Wen-Yeu
Wang, 2014-02-07 This book looks at codification from a broad, international perspective, discussing
general themes as well as various legal fields. Since codification is a subject of intense current
interest in East Asia, this second volume on codification is dedicated to the sub-theme of codification
and legal transplant in this area, focusing on China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan. It includes two papers
that discuss development of codification in East Asia and Korea in particular. It is also comprised of
two reports that draw comparative lessons from Japan, India and Indonesia. In addition, this volume
consists of four general reports and 19 national reports that guide readers through the knowledge of
codification of commercial law, administrative law, civil law and private international law in East
Asia. This book is developed from papers presented at the 2012 Thematic Conference of the
International Academy of Comparative Law.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Proceedings of the 2022 6th
International Seminar on Education, Management and Social Sciences (ISEMSS 2022) Ghaffar Alj,
Mehmet Cuneyt Birkok, Intakhab Alam Khan, 2023-09-16 This is an open access book. The aim of
2022 6th International Seminar on Education, Management and Social Sciences (ISEMSS 2022) is to




bring together innovative academics and industrial experts in the field of Education, Management
and Social Sciences to a common forum. The primary goal of the conference is to promote research
and developmental activities in Education, Management and Social Sciences and another goal is to
promote scientific information interchange between researchers, developers, students, and
practitioners working all around the world. The conference will be held every year to make it an
ideal platform for people to share views and experiences in Education, Management and Social
Sciences and related areas.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Emotion and Reason Warren D.
TenHouten, 2014-06-23 Although much academic work has been done on the areas of mind, brain,
and society, a theoretical synthesis of the three levels of analysis - the biological, the mental, and
the social - has not until now been put forward. In Emotion and Reason, Warren TenHouten presents
a truly comprehensive classification of the emotions. The book analyzes six key emotions: anger,
acceptance, aggressiveness, love, joy and happiness, and anticipation. It places them in historical
context, relates them to situations of work and intimacy, and explains their functioning within an
individuated, autonomous character structure. Divided into four parts, the book presents a
socioevolutionary theory of the emotions - Affect-spectrum Theory (AST), which is based on a
synthesis of three models, of the emotions, of social relationships, and of cognition. This book will be
of value to undergraduate and postgraduate students, as well as researchers, with an interest in the
sociology of emotions, anthropology of emotions, social psychology, affective neuroscience, political
science, behavioral neuroeconomics and philosophy.

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Farewell To China's Gdp Worship
Jinzao Li, 2017-12-28 Economic and social development is and will be the main task in the long run
in China, and development is the basis and key to solve the problems faced. Although people have
been criticising its limitations for reasons of one sort or another, no better alternative index has ever
been put forward. GDP is still commonly used all over the world, not only as a fundamental and
comprehensive indicator for economic analysis, but also as an important basis for many rules and
evaluations. It is impossible to abolish GDP, but it is now the time to bid farewell to its worship.By
saying goodbye to China's GDP worship, the role of GDP may be downplayed and restored to its
original position. In modern China, in order to adhere to the essential guideline that development is
the absolute principle, it is necessary to steadfastly undertake scientific development, pay more
attention to the people, place more emphasis on comprehensive, concerted and sustainable
development, give priority to the overall consideration of various aspects of development, and make
more efforts to protect and improve people's livelihood and promote social equality and justice.In
light of the spirit of scientific outlook on development, it is imperative to establish new concepts, an
evaluation system and an assessment mechanism on economic and social development, especially to
accelerate the transformation of the mode of economic development. It will be a profound change
covering the entire process and various aspects of economic and social development. It is a
requirement of the times, and also a choice to be made at such a new and historical starting
point.Based on the outstanding research findings of many visionaries and the initial practices in
some local areas in recent years, this book proposes to switch the focus to multi-dimensional and
comprehensive indicators from GDP alone and establish a new economic and social evaluation
system, that is, abandon the GDP-centred evaluation system or GDP worship and adopt a
comprehensive evaluation system for economic and social development embodying the scientific
outlook on development — the comprehensive development index (CDI).

a global history from prehistory to the 21st century: Urban Chinese Governance,
Contention, and Social Control in the New Millennium William Hurst, 2019-07-29 This
collection includes seven essays translated from the leading Chinese-language journal Open Times.
Bringing together a wide range of leading experts across several disciplines, this book offers critical
insights on some of the most important questions of contemporary urban Chinese politics and
society. Drawing on extensive research across different localities and issues in China, the chapters
offer rich data and fresh analyses of the shifting contours of urban governance, social mobilization



and contention, and mechanisms of social control in the new Millennium. Taken together, this
collection represents the most comprehensive look in some years at how urban Chinese political
institutions have adapted and responded to challenges and how social actors and groups have
mobilized to press for redress of substantial new grievances.
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